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ABSTRACT

A synthesis of research works and related literatures on sufficiency
economy (1999-2007) is an attempt to learn about what have been done in the
past nine years under the said concept. Two hundred and fours of those
literatures classified by various dimensions of economy, society, politics,
governance, education including few environment health and legal works are

used as the bases of this study.

The synthesis will adopt the definition of sufficiency economy
explained in the form of a system analysis as its methodology. It will start from
the interpretation of sufficiency economy as a discourse for guiding the way of
an individual life. It also serves as an economic policy to develop an economic
system based on self-reliance, consisting of five dimensions, mental, social,
resource and environment, technological and economic. It is also a discourse
for the new direction for solving existing socio-economic problems of the
country. It also serves as a national culture and a social process as well as an

immune system in order to coexist peacefully with globalization.

Majority of existing literatures are dealing with the socio-economic
aspect. Most studies point to the fact that sufficiency economy has already
existed in the Thai soctety through its various cultural roots based on major
religions in Thailand. There have been various attempts to compare and
contrast sufficiency economy to the mainstream economics or sometime called,
capitalism. There are also attempts to analyse the concept of sufficiency
economy from the existing economic sectors such as the economy at the macro
level, agricultural and rural sector, industrial sector and international economic
sector. There have been various case studies and examples of individuals,
families, communities, as well as business organizations who adopt sufficiency
as their way of lives for their business practices. There are attempts to design

indicators to measure the level of economics sufficiency for various activities.

The governance aspect of sufficiency economy tries to relate
political and administrative strategies to regional and local administration by
discussing various stages of the development as well as area based application.

In the area of education, there is still insufficient understanding of sufficiency



economy as it appears in existing literatures. For a legal dimension of
sufficiency economy, there have been attempts to propose various acts that will
transform Thailand from the existing situation to sufficiency economy. Few
literatures available in the area of health and environment. For health,
organizing health system under moral and ethical principles are strongly
recommended. As for environment many more literatures available under the

keyword of sustainable development than sufficiency economy.

The synthesis ends by comparing the knowledge gained from
existing literature with the objectives of the Tenth National Economics and
Social Development Plan (2007-2011). The main purpose is the find out if
there are areas where more research works should be done in order to gain

sufficient knowledge to implement such objectives more successfully.

It has been found that the missing areas are clear understanding on
how to coordinate family, school and religious institutions in such a way that
they support each others in order to steer existing community in the direction
towards sufficiency economy. There has been also inadequate knowledge in
properly applying sufficiency economy to modern sectors of the economy.
There is also inadequate knowledge in promoting good governance at all levels

of administration.
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