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11 October 1999
Thailand (Wichian Watanakun)
Item 9.6

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Executie Board,
I would like first of all to thank you, Sir, in giving me the floor to address this august body.

In fact, Thhailand has proposed to UNESCO the nomination of the two eminent personages to the list of Anniversaries of
Great Personalities ‘and Historic Events 2000-2001. The first name is the most revered Somdet Phra Srinagarindhra the Princess
Mother, the second is Professor Dr. Pridi Banomyong, the educator and humanist. We are gratified to note that our first proposal,
the hundredth anniversary of the birth of Somdet Phra Srinagarindhra was included in the list of requests considered admissible by
the Director General as appeared in Document 157 EX/34. However, it is at the same time deplorable that our second proposal i.c.
the nomination for Professor Dr. Pridi Banomyong was not included in the list.

It is understandable that it is the first time new criteria and procedure initiated by the Executive Board has been put into
effect. Our people at home could hardly follow and realise how important is the new submission form to be filled by the National
Commission for UNESCO. The criteria for the selection of anniversaries and the procedure by which the role of the Intersectoral
Committee is so dominant have not been given proper attention. Moreover, the procedure was not totally followed as the document
containing the list of requests which has been judged by the Director-General to meet the criteria was not sent to Member States
and to the Members of the Executive Board in good time before the opening of the session of the Executive Board as laid down
in the procedure. You might notice also that document 157 EX/34 was dated 4 October 1999, one day only before the opening of
this session. Therefore, Thailand would like to request the Secretariat to prepare a list of requests by the Member States whose
requests have not been included in the list with the reasons there of; in time for distribution to the Member States at the General
Conference.

With your permission, Mr. Chairman, may I present to this board our appeal that the name of Professor Dr. Pridi
Banomyong should be added to the list.

First, I would like to present Pridi Banomyong as an able and farsighted educator. He founded in Bangkok in 1934 the
University of Moral and Political Sciences as an Open University giving higher education to the large part of population both in
the cities and up-country and consequently became its forst rector. The University later changed its name to Thammasat University
and has been a leading institution in helping to promote and protect democracy, social justice, and human rights in Thailand. There
have been exchanges of professors and students with foreign universities. Students from neighbouring countries also attend courses
at Thammasat which has become one of the two most prestigious universities in the country. I might add however that the Thai
representative in this competent body, Professor Dr. Adual Wichiencharoen was a former student and a graduate from this
University, he later became Professor and one of the top administrators of the University. In presenting an appeal to this Board on
the case of the founder and former rector of this University, Professor Wichiencharoen for this reason chose to leave it to his
alternate instead.

Secondly, as a humanist, Pridi Banomyong advocated peace and non-violence. At the same time, he did not succumb to
power from outside. He led national resistance and rallied the nation to oppose invasion and occupation during World War II. That
is why he was respected internationally and was the first Thai to be honoured by the Smithsonian Institution by naming a species
of bird found in Thailand in 1945 after him as a symbol for peace. The combination of Pridi’s relentless efforts to strive for social
justice and to establish a meaningful democracy in Thailand was reflected in the constitution he was the architect. Universal suffrage
to both men and women was thereby guaranteed as well as human rights were firmly recognised and upheld.

The third and final point I would like to mention is Pridi Banomyong was a man whose ideals were well taken and
appreciated throughout the region. He furthermore supported self-determination and independence for all peoples. He even
contemplated creating a South East Asian league among neighbouring nations. But a military coup forced Pridi to go into exile in
1047. His vision of a league of South East Asian nations lives on and has become a reality in what is now ASEAN. Pridi spent his
later years in Paris and died here at 83. He would be 100 years old in the year 2000. His centenary celebration, already prepared
on the national level, will take place next year.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Executive Board,

The ideals and achievements of Pridi Banomyong could largely be linked to UNESCO’s ideals and missions in the field of
education, social and human sciences. It would be regrettable that a centenary celebration of a personage so eminent as Pridi
Banomyong is to be ignored by UNESCO. In the light of what I have just said, the Intersectoral Committee might see that it is
appropriate to reconvene and reconsider its decision. May I humbly submit to the Executive Board that the hundredth anniversary
of the birth of Pridi Banomyong be added to the list of celebrations of anniversaries as proposed to the Executive Board in
Document 157 EX/34. »
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