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Schedule

the Internatlonal Seminar

“ Ayutthaya and Asia”
the part of “Following His Majesty’s Wishes” Program
to commemorate the Auspicious Occasion

of His Majesty the King’s 6th Cycle Birthday Anniversary, December 5, 1999.

November 23, 1999 from 9.00 - 18.00 Hrs.
at Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre,Silapakorn Untversity , Taling Chan, Bangkok

by Toyota Thailand Foundation, Toyota Motor Thalland Co.Ltd, and
the Foundation for the Promotion of Social Sciences and Humanitles Textbook Project

OO T
09.00 Hrs. - Registration

10.00 Hrs. - H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn arrives -

Opening Ceremony by H.R.H Princess Sirindhorn

10.30 Hrs. - Keynote Speech on ““Ayutthaya Port Polity Seen From East Asian Sources”
by Professor Yoneo Ishii , Kanda University of International Studies

11.00 Hrs. - “Ayutthaya Arts History”™
by Dr. Piriya Krairiksh ,Thammasat University

12.00 Hrs. - Lunch

13.00 Hrs. - Book launch
“From Japan to Arabia : Ayutthaya’s Maritime Relations With Asia”
by Dr. Kennon Breazeale , East-West Center, Hawaii
13.30 Hrs. - Panel “Edo-Paris-Batavia-Ayutthaya” by
- Professor Dr. Anthony Reid ,University of California at Los Angeles
- Professor Pierre Pichard , Ecole Francaise d’Extreme Orient
- Professor Dr.Takeshi Nakagawa ,Waseda University
- Dr.Dhiravat na Pombejra ,Chulalongkorn University
- Dr.Charnvit Kasetsiri ,Thammasat Untversity
15.30 Hrs. H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn leaves

15.30 Hrs. - Coffee Break

16.00 Hrs. - Lakhon Nok (Folk Drama)
“Sithanonchai Towards Ayutthaya Kingdom”
written and directed by Seree Vangnaitham and Sujit Wongthes

17.00 Hrs. - Reception Party
- A Taste of Edo-Paris-Batavia-Ayutthaya
- “Ruem An Rei” Folk Dance from Surin Province

i8.00 Hrs. - Accomplishment
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a Historical Book launch

rom Japan to Arabia : Ayutthaya's Maritime Relations with Asia”
as one of seven projects of “ Following His Majesty ‘s Wishes Program”
‘ to celebrate the auspicious occasion of the sixth cycle anniversary

of His Majesty the King's birthday

Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn will graciously proceed as the president of
the International Seminar entitled *“ Ayutthaya and Asia” along with the world-renowned
Thai and foreign historians and academicians at the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Anthropology Centre. This seminar is one of the seven projects, following His Majesty’s
wishes, implemented by the Toyota family to celebrate the auspicious occasion of the sixth

‘ cycle anniversary. It aims to explore and disseminate the history of Ayutthaya which was a
flourishing entrepot for 700 years. The seminar is organized with the collaboration of Toyota
Motor Thailand Co., Ltd. , the Foundation for the Promotion of Social Science and
Humanities Textbook Project as well as Toyota Thailand Foundation . Among the people
who will be granted an audience to receive the arrival of HRH Sirindhorn are Police
General Pow Sarasin , Khunying Supatra Masdit , Mr. Yoshiaki Muramatsu, Professor Sneh

Jamrik, Khunying Khaisri Sriarun including high-ranking officials.

The following are the leading historians and academicians both Thai and foreigners

attending this international seminar.

A

@ TOYOTA yaislaledws:naing




1. Professor Yoneo Ishii of Kanda University of International Studies.
2. Dr. Kennon Breazeale of East-West center Hawail.

Professor Dr. Anthony Reid of University of Califarnia at Los Angeles

nanl

Professor Pierre Pichard of Ecloe Francaise d' Extreme-Orient.

iy

Professor Dr. Takeshi Nakagawa of Waseda University
6. Dr. Dhirawat Na-Pombejra of Chulalongkorn University
7. Dr. Piriya Krairiksh of Thammasat University
8. Dr. Charnvit Kasetsiri of Thammasat University
Another major highlight of this international seminar is the publication of the following
historical books relating to the distinctive glory of Ayutthaya.

1. From_Japan to Arabia . Ayutthaya's Maritime Relations with Asia. It is written in English

edition by Dr. Kennon Breazeale of East-West Center, Hawaii ,as an editor , and
prefaced by Professor Yoneo Ishii and Dr. Charnvit Kasetsiri.

2. Ayuttaya : History and Politic { written by Dr. Charnvit Kasetsiri )

3. Bibliography of Ayutthaya ( a research under the auspices of Thailand Research Fund
and TTF Award ).

4. Discovery Ayuithaya ( in Japanese Edition )

For the one who miss the seminar , it will be broadcast live on TV channel 11 at
10.00-12.00 Hrs., on TV channel 9 at 13.30-16.30 Hrs. and on radio FM. 92.5 at 10.00-
12.00 Hrs. Videotaped seminar will be on air on ITV on November 27,1999 at 23.00-
24.00 Hrs.

Toyota Family takes great pride to share the most glorious history and civilization of
Ayutthaya with the international seminar " Ayutthaya and Asia" - a former capital of
Thailand and a thriving entrepot in Asia for 700 years - so that the remarkable prosperity of
Ayutthaya in the aspect of international trade and international relations will be widely-

known to the international stage.

Narongchai Siriratmanawong
General Manager of Public Affairs Department

Toyota Motor Thailand Company Limited.
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From Japan to Arabia:
Ayutthaya’s Maritime
Relations with Asia

edited by
Kennon Breazeale

A

Tovota Thailand Foundation

The Foundation for the Promotion
of Social Sciences and Humanities Textbooks Project



Preface

Fronn the fifreenth to the eighteenth centuries, the pertod now known
as Tthe Age of Commerce,” the Thar capital emerged as o tlourishing
cutrepot m Southeast Asta. The kingdom had convenient aceess, to the Bay
of Bengal and the Coromandet Coast, by way of Mergui und Tenasserim, and
to the great Chinese markets by way of the South China Sea. During the
Avutthaya pertod (1351-1767) of Thai history, the Kingdom was known as
Stim 1o the vanous buropean BHast-India companies, as Xien-Lo o the
Chinese mperial court, as Sarnau ot Shahr-1 Naw to Arab truders and as
Shatnro to Jupan's “Vermilion-Seal™ merchant marine. The capital ciry was
rncoubredly one of the most powerful port-polities in this part of the world.

Lrench and Dutch archives of the seventeenth century have been
extensively explored for their richly detailed materials concerning
Avutthava. But sith these exceptions, scholars have paid relatively hrtle
attenton tothis important Tha kingdom. Indeed. the Thui caprtal dusing this
period has not yet received the attention that it deserves from historians.
Our impression in this regard seems to be supported by o recent survey of
master’s theses produced in most of the That universities, The number of
theses about Avutthaya's history ts strikingly small, in comparison with the
lrge number about other periads ot Thar history.

sSeveral factors help to expln the previnling situation. The greatest
barrier that prevents Avatthayan historiography trom gaining popularity ts
the nature of the source materials, which are unevenly distributed in every
respect: chronologically, lingutstically and geographicalty.

Contemporary Thai documents from the Ayutthaya period are
extremely limited in number and variety. Stone inscriptions, unlike those ot
the Sukhothai kingdom, are fur from abundant. Most of the royal chronicles
ol Avutthaya are late creations.  Even the earliest extant version was
completed more thun three hundred years after the founding of .the city.
The well-known Three-Seal Law Code, which contains numerous legal
documents bearing dates ol the Avutthayan period, is contaminated with later
moditications. and appropriate apphication of text-criticism is mdispensable

(o justity its use.



The arrval of the Portuguese in Southeust Asia in the early 1500s
resulted in the dissemination of informative publications by numerous
Portuguese writers during that century. For the period prior to the beginning
of these Western records, however, the only contempordary sources tor
research on Avutthaya’s maritime relations are the Chinese Shi-lu
(Veritable Records) and a small Ryukyvuan archive discovered in Okinawa.
The Chinese records are extremely usetul for establishing ov veritying the
chronological tramework of historic events. In particulur, the records of
tribute missions to China are now under reevaluation, thanks to their richly
detatled contents, including the connection between Ayutthaya and China
in Ryukyuan marttime trade.  There 1s no need to emphasize here the
importance of books and unpublished documents in Latin. Spanish, English,
Dutch, Danish. French, Persian and German sources, which became
availuble m rapid succession from the end of the sixteenth century onward,
providing a wealth of detatl that 1s entirely missing tor the first hall of the
Avutthiaya pertod.

The dilemma tor Thar historians is that most of the records are
foreign, written in numerous foreign languages and often accessible only in
foretgn archives. To make effective use of them, students would have 1o be
equipped with extraordinary linguistic talents, because of the diversity of the
languages in which these materials are written. Under these clrcumstances,
the best hope for further development of Ayutthayan historiography may
be to rely on cooperative and collective research among specialists with
complementary expertise.

This 15 one of the primary motivations tor the contributions in this
volume,  For the advancement of historical research about Avutthava,
we felt that it would be desirable to bring together an international group of
scholars. so that the complicated array of resources could be explored.
A three-day mternational workshop was thus held in the city of Ayutthayain
December 1995, Our aim was to discuss Ayutthaya not as a period of Thui
history but instead in a much wider context: namely, as one ol the mujor
port polities in premodern Asia, and as o port that played a crucial vole in
maritime tracle, particularly along the coastlines of the Bay of Bengal and
the South China Sea.

Thanks o coordination and financial support from the Core University



Provrans between Thammasat University and Kyoto Umversity, ander the
auspices of the Natonal Rescareh Council of Thailand and the Japan
society for the Promotion of Scicnee, we were able to assemble nunmerons
scholins Tor the workshop, from Australia, Indonesta Japan, Malaysia,
SreLanka, Thatlaind, the United States and elsewhere. In 1997 the Oflice
ol the Viee-Rector Tor Thammasat Foreign Affairs published a lanired
number of copies of the workshop proceedings. To encourage inferested
students 1o delve further imto this field ol study, and (o reach o wider range
of audience, we decrded o publish a selection ol revised papers together
with additional enes i the present hook,

We are oratelul to Police General Pow Sarasin, Yoshiakt Muranmeitsu
ad Hivoshi T of the Toyola Foundation, Thatland, who kidly provided
lnancial support Tor this publication, especially on the auspicious oceasion
ol 5 December [O990 Ts Mujesty the King's seventy-scecond burthday.
We would also like 1o thank numerous idividuals who have been very
hefplful: Thyao Fukur of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies m Kyoto,
who acted as o tireless und understanding liatson person for the Workshop;
and Leonard Andaya, Yahayae Abu Bukar, Sunait Chutintaranond, Takeshi
Famashita, Advian Laprn, Adisorn Muakpiman, Yoko Nuagazomi, Anthony
Rerd, Yumio Sakurat, Mulammad g Salleh, W ML Sirisenaand David K.
Wyatt, who partcipated in the conference and helped to shed more light on
Avutthaya s history, Ourappreciation goes Lo Narongehat Sirratmanawony
ancd Preecha Phothi for making this second stage of onr Ayvatthaya project
possible. Many thanks oo (o Thamrongsak Petchlert-anan and Lamyuan
Phetsaengsawiny (or ther book-muaking expertise, and tast but not {east to

Kennon Breazeale, who metculously edited the chaprers,

Yoneo Ishit
Churnvit Kasetstry
October VOV
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Ayutthaya Port Polity

Seen from East Asian Sources

Yoneo ISHII
KUIS

History of the Kingdom of Ayutthaya (1351-1767) has long been
regarded as an interim period between often idealized kingdom of
Sukhothai (? 1240s-1438) and contemporary Ratanakosin dynasty which
continues to this day. In contrast to the paternalistic regimes of
Sukhothai as depicted in the celebrated Ramakhamhaeng inscription
where the king was respected as a merciful father of his subject, the
Avyutthayan polity is often described as more despotic and absolutist one
with its exploitative corvee and slavery system allegedly introduced to
the Land of the Free from the Angkor Empire of Cambodia. This
conventional view on the nature of the Ayutthayan kingdom seems to
have further endorsed and rather reinforced by Marxist discourse in
recent years.

In this paper, | would like to propose a somewhat different picture
of Ayutthayan polity by seeing her as a celebrated example of highly
developed port-polity in pre-modem Southeast Asia. Throughout her
five century long history, Ayutthaya flourished and enjoyed great
prosperity under the leadership of outward-looking kings whose policy
was to strengthen the national power by promoting maritime trade in the
Age of Commerce. Thia picture might diametrically be contrasted to the
long-accepted view of Ayutthaya being an agrarian-based, inward-
looking despotic type of monarchy. This revisionist view is derived from
my reading of some Ryukyuan and Japanese sources, which have been
hitherto insufficiently consulted by historians of Thailand.
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What did foreign visitors to the city of Ayutthaya first notice about
the Siamese capital? The majority of western observers wrote of course
about the monasteries, pagodas, and the Royal Palace, but they also
mentioned the canals and the rivers. The waterborne way of life of
Ayutthaya residents was very striking to foreigners, hence the
comparisons with Venice and Amsterdam. The markets of Ayutthaya
were varied in nature and numerous, and included some "floating"
(waterborne) markets too. Commerce in the seventeenth century thrived:
that much is clear from the surviving records, and is even reflected in
Siamese chronicular evidence, which refer to the "French [sic] sea
captain”" Phaulkon. The Sri Lanka envoys that visited Siam in the mid-
eighteenth century also wrote about the busy commercial traffic in the
port of Ayutthaya. But the Europeans, especially, emphasised that the
major trader in Ayutthaya, and indeed in the whole kingdom, was the
king himself. The role of the king as a great merchant, with his own
ships and junks, as well as his storehouses and monopolies, must have
been taken for granted by the chroniclers, who preferred to record
political and dynastic events.

Even from foreign documents, it is still nevertheless evident that
Ayutthaya was the capital of a Theravada Buddhist state dominated by a
royal court, which was in turn presided over by a king who was revered
almost as a god. The king's fortified palace was in some ways a city-
within-a-city, while the most splendid of Ayutthaya's monasteries were
the royal monasteries. The city was at its most replendent during days
when there were royal ceremonies or processions. The dominance of the
king's court over the life of the city seems undeniable, but Ayutthaya
was more than a settlement serving the needs of the king and his family
alone. The official class or nobility (Khunnang) grew into an important
class in Siamese society. Its political and social significance was tied up
with the royal court, but by the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries its
members had become key parts of a cosmopolitan port city as well.
Indeed, the official class soon absorbed into its ranks several non-
Siamese personnel. As Anthony Reid (1993) has observed, the island-
city of Ayutthaya was in parts sparsely settled, with only the areas near
the port and the "Moors" and Chinese streets being heavily populated.




Taking advantage of her geographical position, the Ryukyuans
were engaged in triangular trade in the East and the South China Seas
whereby linking East Asian markets with those in Southeast Asia. For
example, they brought Chinese procelains and fine clothes or Japnaese
folding paper fans and surphur to Southeast Asia in exchange for
tropical products such as peper and sapanwood, which are in great
demand in China. In our document, the Ryukyuan wished first of all to
sell the Chinese porcelains they brought with to Ayutthayan merchants.
However, when they reached Ayutthaya to dispose their merchandishes,
they met an intervention by the Ayutthtyan port authorities who did not
allow the incoming Ryukyuans to do so and made them to sell their
porcelains to the Thai port authorities with the prices fixed by the Thai
officials. The term used in the text read kuan-mai which means "official
sale". And furthermore, when they tried to procure sapanwood from
local merchants, they were again intervened by the authorities and
obliged to purchase sapanwood from the port authorities with the price
imposed by the Siamese officials. This latter practice is quoted as
Kuang-mai or "official purchase" the term, which is contrasted against
the prohibited si-mai or "private purchase", It is interesting to note that,
in order to show their dissatisfaction about the trade control they had
faced, the Ryukyuan traders is said to have suspended their visit to

Ayutthaya for two years, although they eventually resumed their voyage
in 1421.

The Rekidai Hoan documents imply that the said trade control at
the port of Ayutthaya revived from time to time, often causing
complaints of the Ryukyuan traders. Some document dated 1431 refers
to a case in which the chief of Siamese officials who allegedly claimed
thathe had been entitled by the king, virtually confiscated all the cargo
which the Ryukyuan traders had brought with nominal compensation,
thereby incurring a great loss upon the traders. This might be taken as an
indication that there occurred from time to time some irregularities in the
execution of trade control system at Ayutthaya in those early years.
Despite of these problems, however, our sources clearly indicate that the
Ryukyuan trade with Ayutthaya continued to prosper for 145 years from
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1425 through 1570, since one or two ships regularly visited the port of
Siam. In response to the Ryukyuan visits, Ayutthayanan ships were also
dispatched to Ryukyu according to the Rekidai Hoan records, At least
three visits of Siamese ships to Ryukyu were recorded in our documents
for the years 1479, 1480 and 1481, which correspond to the reign of
King Boromatrailokanat.

Japanese traders started their trade with Ayutthaya as early as
1590s. It is believed that the so-called Vermilion Seal Ship Trade was
inaugurated under Toyotomi Hideyoshi. This was further developed and
institutionalized when Tokugawa Ieyasu began his Shogunate in 1603.
In the following year, four of the first "goshuin-jo" or trade licenses were
issued to Japanese ships bound for Ayutthaya. For the following 31
years until 1635 when the Tokugawa Shougunate suddenly changed its
policy of promoting Japanese ships trading abroad and prohibited any
Japanese from going abroad for trade, 55 ships were dispatched to trade
at the port of Ayutthaya, in average 1.8 ships per year. Each ship could
carry two to three hundred tons of cargo. Most important merchandise
procured by the Japanese traders in Ayutthaya were deer hide and
sapanwood, which were in continuous demand in Japanese market.

The vacuum caused by the abolition of Vermilion Seal Ship Trade
was eventually filled by the Ayutthaya based V.0O.C. ships and Chinese
junks of variety of provenance. In order to show the activities of Chinese
junks at Ayutthaya during the late 17" and early 18 centuries. 1 would
like to mention here our second group of documents, namely the Tosen
Fusetsu-gaki. In this collection of reports made by Chinese junk crews
who entered the port of Nagasaki, we find 66 reports derived from
Ayutthaya which cover 49 years between 1679 through 1728, the years
falling in the reigns of Ban Plu Luang dynasty starting from Phra Narai,
Phra Phetracha, Phrachao Sua, and Thai Sa. Since one report was
prepared for every incoming junk, the number of reports indicates that
66 junks entered Nagasaki during that period, corresponding to average
1.4 junks per year. An important point to emphasize here is that out of
66 junks, 25 ships or 38% were the royally commissioned junks. This is
an eloquent evidence of the Ayutthayan kings' keen interests in foreign
trade.




What I have discussed so far is to show that the financial basis for
Ayutthayan kingdom was placed upon the promotion of external trade,
through which to enrich the royal treasury. It is usually said that the
greatest concern of Ayutthayan kings were moblization of man power
and corvee labours, which were the most important means of the
recruitment of human sources, the argument leading us to believe the
despotic nature of Ayutthayan polity. I do not deny categorically this
discourse which might reflect a part of truth. However, should it
overshadow the importance of the role played by external trade, this long
accepted view should need appropriate revision. Ayutthaya was one of
the most powerful kingdoms in Southeast Asia and this power should be
found in its outward-looking policy of the promition of maritime trade.
For the further development of the history of Ayutthaya, I would like to
emphasize the importance of viewing the kingdom of Ayutthaya as a
most celebrated example of port-polity in pre-modern Asia and wish to
encourage students of Ayutthayan people were energetically engaged.
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Thai Maritime Trade
and the Ministry Responsible

Kennon Breazeale

No Asian country can match the Thai kingdom for its far-flung and
friendly relations with maritime Asia, during the period that Ayutthaya was
the That capital. A book comparable to the present study could not be written
about any other Asian nation. Shortly after the founding of Ayutthaya in the
tourteenth century, representatives of the Thai court traveled along the
coastline of East Asia. investigating trade in Chinese ports, the kingdom of
the Ryukyu Istands, Korea and Japan. The lands of South Asia had Jong bezn
known to the Thai, particularly in the context of Buddhist scholarship, aad
by the fifteenth century, Thai agents were exploring trading opportunities in
the ports of India at first hand.

The seventeenth century brought a dramatic rise of trading and
diplomatic exchanges with island courts of the Indonesian archipelago
{Aceh, Jambi, Banten, Palembang, Riau) and with the great South Asian
courts {Bengal, Golkonda, the Mughal Empire and Persia). Trading relations
were maintained by this time with numerous ports on the coast of China, with
Japan, with ports of the Indonesian and Philippine archipelago and with
many ports of India. Inaddition to their active trade policy, the Thai monarchs
were also among the most adventurous of all rulers of Asia in cultivating
diplomatic relations during this period. From the beginning, Ayutthayi’s
commercial doors were open, and foreign merchants were welcomed. That
products thus reached marketplaces all across maritime Asia, from Japan on
the east to the Arabian peninsula on the west,

One reason why Thai exports were so widespread is the geographical
position of the kingdom. Its coastlines face east to the South China Sea and
Pacific rim, west to the ports ot the Indian Ocean and south to the archipelago.
lts only potential rivals with similar geographical advantages were the
sultanates of the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java and other islands. Butnone
of those states created a network of trading and diplomatic contacts
throughout maritinie Asia comparable to Ayutthaya’s. Chinese mariners
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ushered Ayutthaya into the Chinese trading world of Japan, the Ryukyu
kingdom, China, Vietnam and the archipelago. Traders from ports as far west
as the Arabian peninsula brought Ayutthaya into the embrace of the Muslim
trading world of South Asia and the archipelago. Sailing ships from the
archipelago itself provided the kingdom with even more extensive island
contacts. During its final two centuries, the Thai capital was served by
European coastal shipping between Asian ports. And Thai crown ships
established their own network, with ports of call as distant as Nagasaki and
the Persian Gulf. This combination of trading networks, together with the
diplomatic initiatives of the Thai kings, was unique in all of Asia.

Sailing Seasons

The sailing ships came and went according to the annual cycle ot the
winds that governed Ayutthaya’s seaborne trade. Every trader knew rou ghly
when his ship should arrive and when it had to depart. He also knew when
ships coming from other directions would be in Thai waters. From the
viewpoint of captains and merchants alike, the single factor that determined
the rhythm of Ayutthaya’s dynamic trade interactions was the monsoon
winds, which reverse themselves and blow in opposite directions every six
months.

Junks bound for East Asia usually left Ayutthaya in June or July, to
catch the winds that carried them to Chinese ports, the Ryukyu Islands or
Japan. The return voyage was timed so that the junks reached Ayutthaya
again in January or February (Damrong 1962: 80), and the same return winds
carried ships south across the Gulf to Java and other islands. From mid- or
late-February, the changing winds in the Gulf made it difficult to sail west
toward Ayutthaya while in sight of the southeast coast, and a longer voyage
then became necessary. During this season, late arrivals from East Asia
sailed across the Gulf, setting their sights on the high peaks behind Pranburi,
and then proceeded north along the coast of the peninsula to the mouth of the
Chao Phraya River (Phakdi Wanit et al. 1969: 67).

Between these two seasons of northeasterly and northwesterly winds,
conditions were best for communications with the Philippines. A voyage
from Ayutthaya to Manila and back could be made during the period from
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about April to June (Morga 1971: 309). Similarly, during the reversal of the
winds from about October to December, the same voyages could be made
again. None of Ayutthaya’s other trading partners had the advantage of two
sailing seasons a year.

The prevailing winds to the west of the Malay peninsula likewise
constrained the sailing times between that coast and India. Ships left Mergui
by February or March each year to go to Indian ports, making the return
voyage by Augustor September (Schorer 1931: 61, 64, Methoid 1931:37-8).
It the winds changed early or if a ship sailed too late in September, the
Andaman Sea turned into a formidable barrier—as a powerful French fleet
discovered during two months of futile attempts to reach Mergui (Challe
1983 ii: 44-59). The Gujarati ships that sailed from India by way of the
Maldive Islands arrived in Mergui in June and July (Saris 1900: 222, Saris
19035 iii: 512). If a ship left India early enough, it could pass through the
straits, around the Malay peninsula and sail all the way to Ayutthaya in a
single season, reaching the Thai capital during July, August or September
(Flores 1995: 89, note 29, [shii [998: 28).

These sailing patterns and weather conditions were beneficial for the
irade across the northern part of the Malay peninsula, between Mergui and
Phetburi. During the rainy season, from about June to September, overland
rravel was very ditficult. But merchants who left India by early September
could reach Mergui late in the rainy season and could then set out for Phetburi
by oxcart or with pack cattle, thus reaching Ayutthaya or other ports on the
Gulf during October or November. That gave them three months or longer
to conduct their business in Ayutthaya and set out again tor the west coast,
in order to sail from Mergui by mid-March. The same limitations applied to
South Asian ships that went directly to the Gulf, unless they remained in Gulf
waters for more than a year and waited for the next westward sailing season.

The ditemma for South Asian merchants who carried goods destined
for East Asia was the very short period in which the Chinese and Indian
merchants were both present in Thai territory at the same time, assuming the
South Asians had to make their voyages within a single year for financial
reasons. Under these conditions, a merchant from India was in Ayutthaya or
elsewhere along the Gulf coast from about November until early March at the
latest. whereas the Chinese traders were in the same places from about
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January to June. Sailing times thus restricted the overlap roughly to January
and February, which must have been the months of the most intensive
negotiations between traders from these two regions, The South Asian
merchants, moreover, were at a disadvantage, because they had to leave
within a short time after the Chinese junks arrived, and thus had no choice but
to purchase their East Asian goods quickly. The Chinese, on the other hand,
had three or four additional months ahead of them to seek customers and
could hold out for higher prices in their early sales. The same pattern of
interchange with South Asians applied to the Japanese junks that came to the
Gulf ports for four or five decades until the 1630s. In the course of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, however, the development of direct
India-China shipping undermined the profits from these exchanges in Thai
ports and made them less important than they had been in previous centuries.

For voyages between Thai ports on the Gulf coast and Vietnamese
ports along the coast of the South China Sea, the inland waterways across the
Mekong delta provided more sheltered passage than the longer and some-
times stormy route around the tip of the peninsula. From the Gulf side, junks
entered the canal at the Cambodian port of Banteay Meas, later called Ha Tien
by the Vietnamese. They followed the canal to the western branch of the
Mekong and continued along various river channels that connect to the
castern part of the delta, ultimately emerging at one of the mouths of the
Mekong. In the early Ayutthaya period these inland waterways were all in
Cambodian territory. Ships going to and from Ayutthaya could pass through
this area without much hindrance until the seventeenth century, when the
Vietnamese began to extend their control over the area around Saigon and to
establish settlements in parts of the deita. Even as late as the Bangkok period.
however, the canal from the Gulf to the Mekong continued to provide That
vessels with access from the Gulf into Cambodia.

Vessels of all types and designs, from every part of coastal Asia,
moved into and out of Thai ports in an annual cycle of ordered complexity.
As Charnvit argues in his chapter, the rulers of Ayutthaya joined this
seafaring world from the very beginning. Maritime trade brought increased
prosperity to the Thai court, and a new bhranch of administration evolved to
tap this source of wealth effectively.

-
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Ministry Structure and Responsibilities

The maritime relations of Ayutthaya were invested in the minister
popularly known as the Phra Khlang in Thai. There is no generally accepted
translation for this term in English. This ministry is often imagined to be a
treasury, because that is the present-day sense of the term and because his
officials collected all the taxes on imports and exports. But this transiation
is not appropriate for the Ayutthaya period, when another minister was the
chief treasurer (Gervaise 1989: 72). The hypothetical name Ministry of
External Relattons and Maritime Trading Atfairs perhaps best conveys the
idea of this ministry’s functions. This name, shortened to External Relations.
will be used in this chapter.

The External Relations minister was responsible ftor all affairs
concerning foreigners. Disputes and litigation between foreign residents
were generally settled by their respective community heads in Ayutthaya, but
the minister and his deputies served as appeal judges and as judges in cases
between foreigners and Thai subjects. Ministry officials were also the
intermediaries in any matter concerning foreigners that required the
attention of other ministers or the king.

All the affairs discussed in the chapters of this book came under the
purview of this ministry. It therefore seems usetul to begin with an
examination of the minjstry’s structure and how 1t functioned. The basic
structure of the mintstry is outlined in the Civil Hierarchy Law of the Three-
Seals l.aw Code. This law may have been first promulgated in 1466,
although it is obvious from the content of the extant text (which was
recompiled in 1803) that it was revised in later centuries.

The ministry was divided into four departments. The text of the law
does not indicate what they were called in Thai, but the following
hypothetical names convey a sense of their respective functions:

» Department of General Admunistration, Appeals and Records

» Department of Western Maritime Affairs

» Department of Eastern Maritime Affairs and Crown Junks

» Department of Royal Warehouses

The text of the law consists of nothing more than a list of titles of the
officials in the ministry and an indication in most cases of their duties.



Kennon Breuazeale 6

Charnvit, in his chapter, calls for future comparative research on the ministry
and its counterparts in other ports of Southeast Asia. To facilitate such
research, a tentative translation of the law is provided at the end of this
chapter.

Royal Warehouses

The Department of Royal Warehouses is the best place to begin an
exploration of the ministry, because it was the link between domestic trade-
related administration and the maritime affairs managed by the ministry.
This department tapped the internal movements of domestic products within
the kingdom to secure supplies for the international markets. Governors and
other officials in various parts of the kingdom were required to gather
exportable local products and transport them to the royal warehouses in the
capital, thus providing these goods to the state under the system of taxation-
in-kind. Imported cargoes arriving on the king’s vessels were likewise
deposited in these storage facilities. The royal warehouses were thus
“treasuries’ in a broad sense, filled not solely with money but with the most
valuable trade goods.

Although the warehouses are placed last in the list of departments, and
are therefore ranked lowest in the hierarchy, they may have been the [irst
functional department to emerge within the ministry. As discussed by
Charnvit, the state monopoly system for exports and imports of high-vaiue
goods was created about 1419 or shortly before. From that time onward, local
products that were in greatest demand for export (such as sapan wood) could
be bought only from the warehouses, and certain imported goods (such as
Chinese porcelain) had to be sold to the warehouse authorities. Thus, by this
date, some of the operations of this department were already in motion, even
though the formal structure may not yet have been established.

The royal warehouse authorities were thus wholesalers in
international trade. They purchased all the imported goods on the monopoly
list, at prices fixed by the government, and sold them to merchants in the
kingdom. They acquired domestic monopoly products of high value and
either exported them as crown cargoes or sold them to merchants for
domestic resale or private export.



Thai Maritime Trade and the Ministry Responsible

Eastern Maritime Affairs and Crown Junks

The head of the Department of Eastern Maritime Affairs and Crown
Junks (or Eastern Department for short) was a Chinese resident of Ayutthaya,
who was responsible for maritime affairs in the Chinese sphere of shipping.
He was thus in charge of shipping movements to and from ports in southern
China, as well as affairs relating to other ports where junks were the
predominant means of transport: Nagasaki in Japan, the Ryukyu Islands, and
the ports of Vietnam. Privately owned Chinese junks that plied the sea lanes
between Ayutthaya and all ports to the east, as well as ports in the Southeast
Asian archipelago, from Sumatra to the Philippines, likewise came under
the jurisdiction of this department head. During the final century of the
Ayutthaya period, European ships were sometimes chartered to carry crown
goods in this eastward trade. The operating language of the department was
Chinese, which facilitated communications with this wide network of ports
where the Chinese traded. as well as official correspondence with Chinese
port auwthorities and, for political relations, the court 1n Beijing.

The department head had jurisdiction over all Chinese who resided or
traded in the Thai kingdom, plus all the Japanese. As argued in the chapter
by Charnvit, a Chinese trading community was already settled in the
lower Chao Phraya basin before the founding of Ayutthaya in 1351, The
beginnings of the Japanese community are not known preciscly. Japanese
junks were supplying the Thai market at least by the late 1580s, and it is
possible that the Thai court recruited Japanese, possibly both samural and
pirates, 1o help defend the kingdom against successive Burmese invasions
during the same decade. As the chapter by Nagazumi shows, the Japanese
community in Ayutthaya grew rapidly in the early 1600s, peaked inthe 1620s
but dwindled after Japan began to close its ports during the 1630s and restrict
contacts with the outside world.

Japan’s sole port of entry tor junks from Avyutthaya after the 1630s
was Nagasaki, and only Chinese junks and Dutch ships were allowed to trade
there. From the That viewpoint, the Dutch were involved in a predominantly
Chinese trade route, because one or more Dutch ships from Java stopped at
Ayutthaya every year, to load additional cargo for the Japanese market,
betore proceeding to Nagasaki and then back to Java. The Dutch competed
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for the same Thai exports carried on this route by the Japanese until the 1630s
and by Chinese junks thereafter. For this reason, the Dutch were placed
under the Eastern Department. They communicated with the assistance of
interpreters, through combinations of the Dutch, Portuguese, Malay and Thai
languages.

The Eastern Department was by far the most complex of the four, in
terms of numbers of officials and specified duties. The majority of officials
in this department, including all the lower-ranking ones. were employed on
the crown junks.

Most crew members were Chinese, who resided in the Thai capital and
sailed the crown junks to various ports in China and Vietnarm, to Nagasaki in
Japan and south to the archipelago. Individual crew members received
appointments as government officials—not only the captain, navigator,
records keeper and helmsman but also those with the modest duties of raising
and lowering the sails, sounding the water’s depth and swabbing the decks.
Forty-seven different positions are specified, and this list probably includes
all the men necessary to operate an ordinary junk. This number may have
been the minimum requirement and is about the same as the minimum crew
aboard junks from Ayutthaya that arrived at Nagasaki.

Using Japanese data (tabulations from Ishii 1998 for 46 junks during
1687-1728), a few important features of the crown junks sent to Japan can
be deduced. The smaller junks (many of which were privately operated
carriers of Thai crown goods) had 44 to 79 crew members, and some of them
had [, 2 or 3 Thai passengers on board. The larger junks had 87 to 114 people
(or 89 to 117 if That passengers are included). The average number for the
27 large junks is 101.5 (or 104 if Thai passengers are included). The crown
junks constructed on the Chao Phraya River for use in state trading were
unusually large, as shown by these data, because the average crew size onthe
smaller junks was only 62.5 (or 63.3 if Thai passengers are included). In each
of eight years from 1689 to 1703, two larger ones arrived in Nagasaki, which
indicates that two such junks were maintained by the ministry for regular
service to Japan during this period, although only one seems to have been
maintained thereafter. Since 41 percent of the junks were in the smaller
category, and more than half of the smaller ones reported that they carried
crown cargoes, the ministry obviously commissioned smaller junks
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regularly for individual vovyages, to supplement the cargoes of the crown
g Yy yag PP g

junks,
Western Maritime Affairs

The counterpart for maritime relations with the rest of the world
was the Department of Western Maritime Affairs, which overlapped
geographically with the EBastern Department in island Southeast Asia.
From the Thai perspective, western trade encompassed the whole of South
Asia: the Arab states, Persia, the Indian subcontinent, Sri Lanka, the Maldive
Islands and the shipping to Ayutthaya by Muslim traders from the Malay
peninsula and the Southeast Asian archipelago.

The ministry was reorganized during the 1610s with the assistance ot
two prominent Muslim merchants who moved to Ayutthaya from the region
of the Persian Gulf (Thiphakorawong 1939: 3). The basic division between
trade with the Chinese network and trade with the rest of the world must
already have existed before the reorganization. Yet it seems no coincidence
that the new structural division placed all areas that were of primary concern
to Mushim traders within a single department, encompassing all the ports on
the northern and eastern rim of the Indian Ocean, as well as the Muslim
trading centers of the archipelago. This vast trading network is surveyed in
detail 1n the chapter by Andaya.

Some of the South Asian shipping to and from Ayutthaya wound its
way through the long and difficult straits and around the tip of the Malay
peninsulatothe Gulf. But Ayutthaya’s preeminent gateway for western trade
was the island port of Mergui and the nearby provincial capital, Tenasserim.
From this entry point, goods were transshipped across the peninsula. They
were carried part way by riverboat on the western side of the watershed, and
onward by oxcart or pack-cattle across the hills, passing through the towns
ot Kui and Pranburi on the Gulf side and terminating at the seaside town of
Phetburi. Here, the goods were loaded on coastal vessels, which carried them
to Ayutthaya and other Gulf ports. For goods of relatively high resale value
and low bulk, the easiest contacts with the ports of northwest Sumatra (such
as Acch) were through the port of Mergui. Contacts with the rest of the
archipelago—trom southern Sumatra as far east as Timor and Maluku and
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north to the Philippines—were easiest by the direct shipping routes across
the Gult.

The role played by Mergui and Tenasserim in South Asian trade is
outlined in the chapter by Sunait and in other studies of this coast (for
example Mills 1997), which was under Thai rule from about the 1460s until
the start of the Burmese invasion in 1765, Tenasserim’s importance is
reflected in the name of the kingdom’s chief station for collecting taxes on
international trade. The station was on the west bank of the river, below the
walls of Ayutthaya, and was called the Tenasserim Customs House (Boran
[969: 183).

Although all Europeans other than the Dutch were under the
jurisdiction of the Western Department, the general Thai concept of western
trade did not extend as far as Europe. Few ships sailed directly between
European ports and Ayutthaya, and none without stopping elsewhere in Asia.
Most European goods that reached the Thai market were transshipped
through other ports in the sphere of the Western Department. Indeed, most
of the cargoes brought to Ayutthaya by the Portuguese, Dutch, English and
other Europeans consisted of goods from South Asia or the archipelago and
formed part of the intra-Asian coastal trading network.

The only national groups who seem to be placed illogically within the
framework of the ministry were the French (who were initially under the
Eastern Department) and the Vietnamese (who were moved in the 1680s to
the Western Department). But, as in the case of the Dutch, the reasons for
these arrangements are obvious. Chinese junks called at both Thai and
Vietnamese ports, and therefore coastal trading with Vietnam, together with
jurisdiction over Ayutthaya’s resident Vietnamese community, which began
to develop in the seventeenth century, were initially under the Eastern
Department. The tiny French community in Ayutthaya consisted initially of
French missionaries, who began to arrive during the 1660s. They were
placed under the Eastern Department, because the Thai capital served at first
as a convenient point of departure for missionaries bound for Vietnamese
and Chinese ports and as a place where they could learn the languages of
their assigned mission fields. Indeed. the Ayutthaya Mission itself was not
formally established until 1673. By that time, the mission school and
theological seminary had been in operation for several years, and the students
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were mostly Vietnamese, plus some Chinese, who were destined to return to
their homelands for mission work. From the Thai viewpoint, the missionary
community was thus associated with affairs in East Asia. Placement in the
Eastern Department caused little difficulty incommunications for the French,
because they employed local Christians as interpreters, and some priests
stayed temporarily in the Thai capital to acquire a knowledge of spoken
Chinese.

An incident in 1682 reversed this arrangement. A brawl occurred
between the Vietnamese students and some Chinese satlors who happened
to be in port. The Chinese department head, who was responsible for
settling such matters among these two groups of foreigners, supported his
own countrymen and treated the Vietnamese badly. The missionaries then
appealed to the minister, and jurisdiction over French and Vietnamese
residents was transferred to the Western Department (Launay 1920 ii: 93-4).
Trade with Vietnamese ports, however, remained under the Eastern
Department, because it was managed by Chinese junk operators.

The head of the Western Department was usually a Muslim from South
Asia, and the working language was predominantly Malay—the language of
the trading world of the archipelago. Malay was already vsed for trade and
diplomatic purposes when the first European mission reached the Thai court
in 1511 (Albuquerque 1880: 114), and its use is documented continuously
thereafter into the early nineteenth century. Portuguese was also an
important medium for dealing with Europeans in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Successive generations of Portuguese-Asian
residents (Christians with mixed Portuguese, Thai, Mon, Indian and other
Asian ancestry) were frequently employed by the Thai government as
interpreters, helping to tie Ayutthaya into the diaspora of Portuguese-Asian
communities, which extended from the seat of the Portuguese viceroy at Goa
in India to Macau on the southern Chinese coast and to Timor in the eastern
part of the archipelago.

Three officials listed in the department hierarchy had duties relating
to specified foreigners, but the text is not at all clear with respect to the
division of responsibilities. It seems likely that the deputy head had general
responsibilities for all foreigners and that a convenient division was made
between his two subordinates. These two are called harbor masters (chao tha),
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atitle that shows they were responsible for inspecting cargoes and collecting
taxes from all foreign ships. Tn addition, however, the first harbor master (the
Luang Ratcha Montri) was in charge of the entire Christian community:
Europeans (except the Dutch), Vietnamese, Armenians, and South Asian
Chnstians.  In this capacity, he gave orders to all resident Christians
whenever labor units were required by the ministry for public works or other
services (Launay 1920 ii: 166). The second harbor master (the Luang
Nonthaket) must therefore have been in charge of the Muslim community:
Arabs, Persians, [ndians, Malay and Indonesians.

If this assumption about the division of duties is correct, this structure
was created only during the final century of Ayutthaya and may have been
established in 1682, when the Vietnamese Christians were moved to this
department. The posts of the first and second harbor masters may, moreover.
have been reserved respectively for a Christian and a Muslim in government
service. The minister, for example, resisted Muslim efforts in 1756 to secure
the post of first harbor master, insisted that the post must go to a Christian and
appointed a Portuguese-Asian official (Launay 1920 ii: 207).

The Two Maritime Trade Departments

Like many Thai institutions and official posts, the two maritime trade
departments were called by paired names. The Eastern Department was
known in That as the Krom Tha Sai (literally the harbor department of the
left) and its counterpart was known as the Krom Tha Khwa (the harbor
department of the right). These names do not appear in the text of the law but
are derived from court protocol. Officials seated to the right as the king faced
them were ranked higher than their counterparts seated to his left. Thus the
department of the right (western trade) had the higher status of the two, and
the department head’s rank was higher than that of his Chinese counterpart.
The department’s size and composition in the 1805 version of the law
certainly does not suggest such importance, but the department probably
acquired its high status in the early seventeenth century. When the ministry
was restructured in the 1610s with the assistance of the South Asian traders.
one of whom was the founder of the prominent Bunnag family, their sphere
of interest must have been the more important one.
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The Western Department must have been larger and more complex
during the seventeenth century, in the heyday of trade with Indian Ocean
ports, than it was when the law was given its final form in the 1805
codification. In contrast to the detailed list of officials in the Eastern
Department, only twelve posts are specified for western affairs: the
department chief, his deputy, two harbor masters and eight interpreters.
Moreover, there is no western counterpart to the crown junks division,
although royal trading ships operated in western and southern waters, with
crews of South Asians and Europeans in the employ of the Thai government.

There are several possible reasons for the differences in departmental
structure as outlined in the text of the law. The crown ships built for journeys
west of the Malay peninsula were of South Asian or European designs,
not Chinese junks, and their home ports may have been Mergui and Ujung
Salang (known in Thai as Thalang, at the northern end of Phuket Island).
It that Is correct, their operations may have been the responsibility not of
ministry officials but of the viceregal governor of Tenasserim, who had
Jjurisdiction over all Thai territory on the west coast of the Malay peninsula,
Similarly, some ships of South Asian, European and Indonesian design on the
east coast may have been under the governor of Nakhon Sithammarat, who
exercised viceregal responsibilities over this coast.

It is also possible that the text was modified in 1805, and titles that
had ceased to have any use by that time may have been eliminated. After
three decades of unsuccessful efforts to regain control of Mergui, which the
Burmese seized in 1765, the new administration in Bangkok may have
accepted, by the turn of the century, that the cause was lost and that the
transpeninsular trade route was permanently closed. If that is the case, all the
titles of ministry officials involved in this route through Tenasserim, and the
entire structure of responsibilities for trade along this route, must have been
eliminated from the law. This explanation would account for the bare bones
of astructure needed to deaf with ships from the west, which at that time were
very few in number and were all sailing around the peninsula directly to the
Gulf ports.

Another way of interpreting the difference in department size is to
eliminate the crown junks division, which accounted for the great majority
of men with otticial ranks in the ministry. Only eight other officials are listed
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in the Eastern Department: the department head, one harbor master and
six interpreters, two of whom had administrative duties in the Chinese
community. From this viewpoint, the basic department structure is a mere
two-thirds the size of the Western Department.

The long list of posts in the crown junks division may have been added
to the law only about the time that the law code was revised in 1805, even
though the division itself had been in existence for most of Ayutthaya’s
history. One possible reason for creating all these posts was a new privilege
announced by the Chinese government in 1754, which allowed crown junks
to trade every year in Guangzhou, instead of restricting them to once in three
years. The Chinese regulations specified, however, that the junk operators
had to be Thai, and a Chinese complaint was lodged in 1803 against the crown
junks for flouting the rules (Promboon 1971: 302-3). To comply with the
Chinese demand, the entire Chinese crew of each crown junk may have been
given official positions in the hierarchy. This explanation would account for
an apparent inflation in the size of the Eastern Department, at a time when the
Western Department was facing a severe decline in trade in its geographical
sphere.

After the Burmese march against Ayutthaya began in 1765, there was
a drastic contraction of contacts with Europeans, although the causes have
less to do with the abandonment of the Thai capital than with external factors
in India and Europe. The Dutch—the only European traders to maintain an
almost-continuous presence during the final century and a half of Ayutthaya’s
existence—withdrew in 1765 and did not return. An archival search of Thai
records during the half century following the sack of Ayutthaya uncovered
only one official contact with a European government: the Portuguese in
1786 (FAD 1969a xxxiv: 211-20). The only other contact known is a
friendly message from Portugal in 1811 (Wenk 1968: 120-1), and none
thereafter until a new series of European contacts began in 1819. Some
private trading by Europeans and South Asians continued at Ayutthaya,
along with crown trade and especially exports of Thai elephants and tin,
and mmports of Indian printed cotton cloth from the Coromandel coast.
Comparable searches of Thai and other sources have been made for trade
and political relations with China (Promboon 1971, Viraphol 1977, Cushman
1993), and it is clear that Sino-Thai trade became the Thai government’s most



Theai Maritime Trade and the Ministry Responsible 15

important source of maritime-trade revenue during this period.

The Western Department clearly shrank in importance during the fate
eighteenth century. The transpeninsular route, which had been a major link
to the Indian Ocean, was completely cut, and most traders from South Asia
had to sail directly to Bangkok, around the Malay peninsula. With the loss
of Mergui’s role as a transit point, its prosperous trading community
disappeared. Some transpeninsular trade did continue and was diverted
primartly to the three best routes south ot Tenasserim. One crossed the
narrowest neck of the peninsula (the Isthmus of Kra), another from the west
coast ted to the inland lagoon above Songkhla and the third was a longer route
trom Pinang Island and Kedah o Songkhla and Patani.

Territoriaf Responsibilities, Ambassadors and Diplomatic Functions

Two apparent omissions from the law deserve attention: the territorial
responsibilities of the ministry and its diplomatic arm. The minister
supervised provincial administration in the peainsular provinces. These
duties gave him jurisdiction over the entire transpeninsular route from
Phetburi on the Guif coast to Mergui on the Andaman Sea. Since governors
wielded almost total power over all affairs in their respective provinces, tax
collection and the operations of the royal warehouses were in the hands of
the governor. During its {irst two centuries as a Thai port, Tenassertm was
supervised by another minister (the Kalahom). After the transfer of these
powers to the External Relations Ministry, apparently at some point during
the tinal century of the Ayutthaya period,’ the Tenasserim governor received
his 1nstructions, including those issued by the king, from the External
Relations Minister and reported directly to this ministry. This reorganization
consolidated under asingle minister ail control over shipping, maritime taxes
and royal monopoly trading. Perhaps most important, it gave the minister
greater control over the royal warehouses in Mergui and Tenasserim, which
had been built for the storage of royal trading goods in transit between the
Thai ports of the Gulf coast and the ports ot the Indian Ocean rim, from
northern Sumatra to the Persian Gulf.

None of these responsibilities is retlected in the ministry structure
vutlined inthe law. By 1803, when the law was recompiled, jurisdiction over
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the remaining peninsular territories, from Kanchanaburi southward, was
under the Kalahom Ministry (which in the early Bangkok period became a
western-seaboard ministry for provincial administration). The old External
Relations Ministry then retained jurisdiction over only the southeast
coastal provinces, from the mouths of the Tha Chin (Suphanburi) and
Chao Phraya Rivers to the Cambodian frontier. And all of the remaining
west-coast territory, formerly under Tenasserim’s jurisdiction, had been
transterred to the viceregal governor of Nakhon Sithammarat.

All officials outlined in the law on the External Relations Ministry,
other than those in the general administration department, were involved in
trade affairs. Yet the minister was also responsible for all foreign affairs of
a political nature. and contacts with the majority of countries were by sea.
The question that arises is thus: who were the officials responsible for
diplomatic affairs and other communications with foreign governments?
The answer appears to be that the minister and one or more of his department
heads sufficed to deal with such matters case by case, in consultation with the
king and senior ministers. There were no positions in the civil service for
ambassadors, and there was no diplomatic corps. When ambassadors were
sent out, individuals were suggested by the ministers on each occasion and
were commissioned by the king to carry out a specific mission. As discussed
below, some local trade representatives were given long-term appointments
in important ports, and they managed local transactions for the sale of crown
cargoes and the purchase of goods for shipment back to the royal warehouses.

Imports and Exports
Taxation on Maritime Trade

[n addition to imposing monopoly trading rights on specified imports
and exports, as mentioned above, the Thal government collected taxes on
goods that were imported and exported by private traders. According to one
eport in the early 1500s, the export duty in Ayutthaya was 6.7 percent.
Chinese traders paid 16.7 percent on imports and were thus in a favored
position, because other foreign traders paid 22.2 percent (Pires 1944 i
104-5). The tariff changed over time, and almost a century later the rate at
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Ayutthaya was only 5 percent on imports as well as exports (Floris 1934:
37). Exactly the same rate was applied by Patani (Smith 1977: 165, n. 19),
which was the nearest important rival port frequented by Chinese junks and
by ships from the south and the west. On the opposite side of the peninsula,
according to a 1662 report, the import duty collected in Mergui was 8 percent
(Launay i: 1). The rate reported in the capital at the end of the Ayutthaya
period was 3 percent for ships from countries that maintained friendly
relations with the Thai and 5 percent for all others (Khamhaikan chao krung
kao 1967: 280). but no mention was made ot export duty in this source.
No duty was collected on goods that were sold to the state for its own use,
and that provision in the law may have given shippers an incentive to supply
the royal warchouses with specific goods needed by the government.

By the mid- 1500s, the Thai governmentbegan to impose a second type
of tax., adopted about the same time also in China, which varied according to
the size of the vessel (Cruz. 1953: 204). In the Thai case, this anchorage tee
was determined by measuring the widest part of the deck and was calculated
according toa fixed formula. This tax tended to put Chinese junks and various
sailing vessels from the archipelago in a favorable position, because they
were usually narrower than ships that came from the west. The tariff at the
end of the Ayutthaya period applied 1o vessels at least 8 meters (4 wa) wide
and was charged at the rate of 6 baht (worth about 90 grams of silver) per
meter for ships from countries with friendly relations and 10 baht per meter
for all others (Khamhaikan chao krung kao 1967: 280)

The highly competitive position that crown junks enjoyed under the
system of tribute-trading in Guangrzhou is noted by Charnvit. Many of the
goods they carried were acquired from provinces throughout the Thai
kingdom, collected in the form of taxes paid in kind, and thus required no
capital investment by the state. These junks paid taxes neither in Ayutthaya
norin Guangzhou. Crown junks were unusually large, and it may be assumed
that official Chinese rules for tribute-trading at Guangzhou (limited in
principle to three junks, once in three years) were circumvented by clever
construction in the dockyards of the Chao Phraya River, which stretched the
s1ze of the hold far beyond the typical cargo capacity. Crown junks were also
able 10 engage in trade at other Chincse ports, where they paid the same
anchorage fees and import-export duties that private Chinese traders paid.
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Private junk operators faced many costs that the crown traders did
not incur. The heaviest, obviously, was the price of goods in Ayutthaya.
They also had to pay the entire range of official charges: anchorage fees and
import-export taxes in Ayutthaya, plus all the taxes in Chinese ports. Private
traders had to accommodate themselves, moreover, to systems in which gifts
and bribes to port authorities were regular (albeit unofficial) forms of
taxation. Traders carrying goods into the interior of the country, as well as
South Asians who came overland from Tenasserim, were likewise expected
to offer judicious gifts to port officials and to local officials in each town
along the route, whose duties included verifying the internal passports fssued
at the port of entry and inspecting the goods in transit through the town.

Imported Products

As Charnvit points out, the Thai tended to export mostly tropical
products and to import manufactured goods from elsewhere in Asia. A brief
survey of products imported by Ayutthaya from each of its major trading
partners in Asta, together with the Thai products exported to those ports, was
compiled in the mid-1680s (Chaumont {997: 94--8). Some of the imported
products available in the numerous marketplaces of the capital are listed in
a Thai description of the city in its final years (Boran 1969). Other products
in the following discussion are mention in random observations at various
times during the Ayutthaya period.

Textiles were among the most important imports, particularly printed
cotton cloth from the east coast of India. Thai consumers must have been
linked to the international cloth trade long before the founding of Ayutthaya.
Imports of textiles are recorded in Ayutthaya and every other important port
in a Chinese survey of Southeast Asian trading centers in the early 1400s
(Fei Hsin 1996). And cloth was still the chief import from India after
Bangkok became the capital. The Thai themselves produced cheap cotton
textiles, which were exported and sold to poorer people in the ports of
southern Asia (Pires 1944 i: 108). Fashion played arole in this trade. Cottons
were dyed and printed in India, with specific colors and designs that would
appeal to the Thai consumer. Although the cloth had to be low enough in
price to be affordable to ordinary Thai buyers, the volume was so great, and
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the demand so regular, that cloth for ordinary consumers probably accounted
for a larger share of Ayutthaya’s imports by value than any other product.
The cloth trade also provided a large share of government revenue, because
cloth was a royal monopoly good. The period in which this monopoly was
established 1s not yet known. Sitk may have been a monopoly good when
the system was created in the carly [400s. The cloth monopoly in general.
incfuding South Asian cottons, is documented from the [600s onward
{Brummelhuis 1987: 44).

Many imported luxuries were consumed domestically in part and
also reexported either east or west, depending on their origins. Luxury
imports tor rich Thai consumers included porcelain and lacquered goods
from Japan and China, silks and satins from China, Vietnam and India,
frankincense from Arabia, as well as gold, silver and precious gems. Carpets
from Persia were used for scating officials and guests in the audience halls
of kings, princes and high officials. Rose dew from India and musk trom
China were used as perfumes. Camphor from Malay and Indonesian sources
had medicinal uses and was added to Chinese fireworks to create bright
tlashes of light. Edible birds’ nests from the Malay peninsula and the islands
were a luxury tood item in Ayutthaya and were also reexported to China.

Less glamorous but utilitarian imports for sale in Thai marketplaces
included brass, copper andiron wares, costume jewellery from India, combs.
crockery (plates, bowls, cups}). metal pots, pans and other implements used
in cooking, ingredients for Chinese medicines and even some imported
foods: notably tea from China and Japan, and jars of pickled vegetables and
preserved fruit from China.

Crown ships and private traders supplied arms of ail sorts to the royal
arsenal: cannons, fireurms, swords, and metal blades for lances and pikes.
The Thai cavalry imported horses from India and Java. Another strategic
import was sulfur. It was mixed with domestic supplies of saltpeter to make

gunpowder.
Exported Products

The Thai kingdom had no unique raw materials or manufactured
soods to export and thus no unique competitive advantage. Everything the
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Thai gathered in the forests or cultivated could be obtained at equally
convenient ports elsewhere in Southeast Asia. Contemporary observers
noted that the That were excellent artists and craftsmen, but no Thai middle
class emerged, and no one else drew upon such skills to produce goods for
foreign markets. Evidence from the mid-Ayutthaya period suggests that
it was always difficult to find manufactured products that could be readily
sold outside the country (Botero 1630: 603, Pires i: 104). Most exports were
therefore unprocessed or semi-processed raw materials, although there are
some exceptions, such as ceramic wares and the shipments of elephants to
India.

Ayutthaya’s success as a supplier to Asian markets was due to its
multiple maritime trade networks, its network ot suppliers and consumers in
the interior, its ability to compete in terms of prices and the relatively free
trading environment it provided in its ports. The following are the most
tfrequently noted commercial exports to other ports in Asia. These goods
were either produced in the central part of the kingdom or collected from
other parts of the interior or ports on the Gulf.

Many materials for making clothing were exported, but the only
manufactured item seems to have been cheap cloth. Other goods included
raw cotton, the feathers of brightly colored birds (which were used in China
for making fans and costumes) and products that yielded dyes (indigo for
blues and sapan wood tor yellows and reds).

The Thai must have produced leather goods, but only raw materials
such as skins of deer, buffaloes, rays and sharks are documented as exports.
These materials were in great demand in Japan and found their way not only
into items of clothing but aiso into sword handles and armor. It scems
probable that rare items such as tiger skins were sometimes exported.
Another exotic export to China that has been documented is rhinoceros
skin (Chang 1991: 164--86). An important complementary export for this
industry was cutch (si-sigt in Thai), from which the Chinese extracted a
yellowish dye that was used in the tanning of dark leathers and also to dye
cloth.

Ivory and numerous aromatic substances such as ambergris, civet,
gum benjamin and other gums were among the items of relatively high value
in relation to weight. Some the aromatics were ingredients for pertumes
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and medicines alike. Other ordinary medicinal ingredients commonly
reported were cutch (an astringent), chaulmoogra seeds (which produced an
oil for treating leprosy) and bezoar stones (aconcretion found in the stomachs
of certain animals, which was used to treat fevers and as an antidote to
poisons).  Without doubt, a great number of other products valued by
herbalists during the Ayutthaya period were shipped to various parts of Asia,
although they are not document.

The demand for some products was due to their supposed magical
qualities. The most valuable item was rhinoceros horn, used as an aphrodisiac
by the Chinese. The more exotic items found their way into potions that were
believed to enhance virility or longevity. Among the notable ones were
penises of tigers and stags, and gall bladders of bears. Another product with
unusual properties was coral, which was polished to make jewellery and was
also used as a household decoration. It was in demand in China at that time,
because of the beliet that it warded off devils and evil spirits. Thai exports of
hawksbill turtle shells (called tortoise shells in contemporary records) were
used to make jewellery that was similarly believed to have properties of
warding off evil.

Among food products. rice became the most important Thai export in
the eighteenth century, because of the great demand in China, although it was
exported to ports in the Malay peninsula, Sumatra and even Java in previous
centuries. Some exports such as cardamom and pepper were used in cooking
as well as preparing medicines. Other important staples were coconut oil,
dried fish, lucraban seeds (which produced an oil), sago flour, salt and
unretined sugar. Alcoholic drinks were made from various kinds of fruit, and
among them the most noted export was nipa-palm wine.

Other utilitarian exports included cheap ceramic wares (such as water
storage jars used on ships), gamboge (used in medicines, as adye and to make
yellow ink), deer and ox horns, black lacquer. wax, various kinds of resins
and nscet lac (which was processed into shellac, varnishes, red lac dye and
sealing wax ). Metal exports included iron, lead and tin. Copper imported
front Japan was used domestically to manufacture bronzes, such as Buddha
images, and was also reexported to South Asia.

By far the most costly wood found in Thai forests was aloes wood
(Thai kritsana and trakhan}, which was burned as incense or added to
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perfumes and medicines. In terms of volume as well as value, sapan wood
was the mostimportantexport to Japan, where it was used to extractared dye
for cloth and mixed with other dyes to produce violet. Exports for cabinet
making included sandal wood, teak and probably other fine woods found in
Thai forests, such as rose wood and ebony-like black woods. A less costly
export for making furniture and for other uses was rattan.

The most important manufactured exports were usually overlooked
by contemporary observers. Even before the founding of the capital, traders
who visited the Chao Phraya basin surely recognized that the area had an
abundance of the raw materials necessary for building ocean-going vessels.
As shown by Sunait’s chapter, Mergui had equally fine natural advantages
tor shipbuilding. Many kinds of wood from the Chao Phrayabasin, including
teak, were used to construct junks that plied the seas from the Southeast
Asian archipelago to Japan. The Thai reputation for good quality materials
at low cost was so well known that the government of China encouraged its
subjects in the 1740s to go to the Thai kingdom to build junks (Promboon
1971: 266). And in the 1750s, Spaniards from Manila established a
shipbuilding enterprise in Ayutthaya. Ships of South Astan and European
designs were constructed and repaired in the shipyards of Ayutthaya and
Mergui, for service along the western trade routes. Indeed, the ship-repair
industry in both ports was an important service provided to international
shipping in every direction. Other manufactured goods that can be included
in this export category, besides the ships and junks themselves, range from
sails, riggings and wooden anchors to materials such as dammar, applied to
the bottoms to make the vessels watertight.

This survey does not attempt to give an impression of how these trade
goods changed in volume or variety as time passed. For suchquantitative and
qualitative changes, we will have to await comparative research in Japanese,
Chinese and European records, to determine changes in trade flows and
responses to changing prices and market demand. The present study attempts
to go no further than to describe the main products exported and imported,
with reference to the dynamics of trade at a few specific times during the
Ayutthaya period.
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Political and Trading Relations

Diplomacy cannot be separated from the commercial aspects of
otticial Thai contacts with other governmeants during the Ayutthaya period.
The following survey therefore examines both aspects of such missions
together. This brief essay 1s intended only as a glance at broad patterns of
trade and diplomacy, to serve as an introduction to the other chapters in this
volume. It begins with China, whose relations with the Thai kingdom are the
best and most continuously documented throughout the Ayutthaya period,

China

Ayutthaya’s earliest-known foreign relations began within two
decades of tts founding. Prior to that time, the rulers of two Thai kingdoms
had sent a total of fourteen tribute missions to China, from 1289 to 1323
{Promboon 1971: 108). As Charnvit argues in his chapter, one of these was
l.opburi, and the other (known as Hsien to the Chinese) was possibly a
kingdom on the river that drains the western part of the central plamn.
Subsequently, no missions were sent to China for more than forty-tive years.
Then in 1370, only two years after a new dynasty 1ook power in China, a
Chinese delegation arrived in Ayutthaya on a mission to get the new Thai
capital to restore the custom of sending tribute. The following year, the first
ambassadors from Avutthaya arrived in China. This exchange marks the
beginning of Ayutthaya’s longest-lasting and most consistently recorded
foreign relations.

As Charnvit shows in his chapter, Thai-Chinese exchanges were
intensive during the first decades of the fifteenth century. The Ming court
sent seventeen missions to Ayutthaya, and all but two arrived during the first
hatf-century of Thai-Chinese relations. Thelastmissionarrived in Ayutthaya
in 1482, and none were sent by China subsequenty (Promboon 1971: 64).
Although That embassies to the Chinese court were not evenly distributed in
tume, they were sent on average nearly once every three vears, for a total of
129 missions (Promboon 197]: 110--20). The last one reached Beyjing in
1766, when Burmese torces were already besieging the Thai kingdom.

Chinese records and contemporary observations by Europeans show
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that the Thai enjoyed a highly privileged trading position in the southern
Chinese port of Guangzhou (Canton) and that junks arriving from Thai ports
were treated very liberally by the Chinese authorities. The pattern of crown
junk trading was determined largely by Chinese rules, which required
Thai ambassadors to land at Guangzhou and proceed by land from there.
The overland journey to Beijing and back took roughly six months. During
this period, the cargoes of the crown junks that brought the ambassadors
were sold in Guangzhou, and Chinese goods were acquired for shipment
back to the royal warehouses in Ayutthaya.

Trade between Thai ports and Chinese ports can be divided into three
basic categories: tribute-trade, crown trade in other Chinese ports and private
trade. The privately owned junks can be subdivided into those based in Thai
ports and those of merchants whose home ports were in China or other
countries. Charnvit’s chapter explains the tribute-trade carried on by the
crown junks that frequented Guangzhou: the sole port of entry for Thai
tribute missions. Most of the privately owned junks, by contrast, seem to
have avoided Guangzhou, perhaps because they could not compete with the
crown junks in terms of price, although they may have been successful there
with goods of lower unit value. The private junks from Ayutthaya went
tarther up the coast to Shantou (Swatow, a Teochiu-speaking area) and
beyond to Xiamen (Amoy, aHokkien-speaking arca). Some went as farnorth
as Ningbo and nearby Shanghai. Some stopped in Chinese ports to trade and
load additional cargo, before proceeding to Japan (Ishii 1998: 99).

Junks that were owned by Chinese residents in the Thai kingdom, and
were often built in Thai shipyards, were generally treated by the Chinese
authorities as though they were coastal traders from other ports of China.
Junks from Ayutthaya were thus able to operate in Chinese ports under the
same tax regime and port regulations that applied to domestic Chinese junks.
Thai crown junks and junks owned by Thai officials were likewise allowed
to trade 1n these ports on the same terms.

The people involved directly or indirectly in trading ventures between
Thai and Chinese ports can be divided into categories according to function,
although the lines of distinction are not always clear (Cushman 1993: 97-3).
There was no easily detined merchant class, because the people involved
directly in trade represented many different levels of Thai society. They
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included not only the Chinese captain and crew members who sailed a junk,
but also investors (Thai government officials, royalty and other residents
of Thai ports) who sent goods on consignment. Thai port authorities
themselves were involved in this type of investment. Given the dual roles
played in this respect by officials in the External Relations Ministry—as
tnvestors in the trading activities on which they themselves collected the
taxes—it is easy to imagine complex relationships with junk operators that
avorded taxation and government regulations.

The owner of a junk often hired the captain and others to sail his junk
and transact his business in foreign ports. Sometimes the owner served as the
captain and transacted business for himself as well as for others who sent
zooads on consignment. The roles were interchangeable, and the basic types
of rrading (tribute, crown and private) were interconnected by the role of the
captains and others who were responsible for sales and purchases in foreign
ports. One captain, tor example, served as an officer on a junk that went to
Japan i 1721, Two years later, he and his crew served on a tribute-trading
mission to China with crown goods. The next year they engaged in private
trade on a junk that sailed to Ningbo and back to Ayutthaya. The following
season, he took the junk to Niagbo again before proceeding to Japan (Ishii
1998 100-1).

During the 1700s, Chinese traders dominated Thai overseas trade, and
trade with China seems to have expanded considerably. It 1s not yet clear,
however. whether this expansion was great enough to counterbalance
the decline in trade with South Asia, during the same period. Much
research remains to be done on changes in Thai international trade in the
eighteenth century, and at least four new features of the eastward trade
deserve particular attention.

First, China brietly imposed a ban on trade with Southeast Asia (but
not with Vietnamese ports) in the early eighteenth century. The ban did not
halt trade with Thai ports, however, because junk operators found ways to
circumvent the restrictions when they left their home ports in China, and
went to Ayutthaya anyway (Ng 1983: 57). During the period of the ban,
which was lifted after ten years, junks from Ayutthaya continued to call at
Chinese ports, even as far norti as Ningbo (Ishii 1998: 99-101).

Second. to meet domestic demand for rice, the Chinese government
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began to encourage imports of Thai rice in the 1720s by offering exemptions
from import duty. Subsequently the government continued to provide
incentives and allowed duty reductions of up to 50 percent of the value of
a junk’s cargo, if a specified minimum amount of rice was included
(Cushman 1993: 91). This policy was maintained, and rice became the most
important Thai export to China, placing Sino-Thai trade in an even more
tavored position than ever (Promboon 1971: 262-3).

Third, a decree of 1754 allowed crown junks from Ayutthaya (as well
as those from other tribute countries) to engage in special summer trading at
Guangzhou. This measure increased the number of junks that the king could
send to Guangzhou and also allowed trading every year, rather than the
previously sanctioned rule of once in three years (ibid. 1971: 302).

Fourth, only ten years before the fall of Ayutthaya, China restricted
all foreign trade to Guangzhou. Despite its outward appearance, the decree
did not stop shipping between Ayutthaya and the other ports of China.
Merchants in ports such as Xiamen continued to invest inn overseas trade
(Ng 1983: 58-9), and junks from Thai ports continued to trade as usual under
the guise of Chinese coastal trading.

Ryukyu Kingdom

The fact that the Thai had relations with the istand kingdom of
Ryukyu was unknown until the 1930s, when scholars began to examine an
archive preserved near Naha in Japan’s Okinawa Prefecture. The documents
were in Chinese and had been written and preserved by the local Chinese
community that served the Ryukyuan Kings in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries. The records concerning Ayutthaya are dated from 1425 to 1570
and have been published in their entirety, with an English translation and
commentary (Kobata and Matsuda 1969). The archive is small: six letters
(including one from the Thai king) to Naha during the years 1680 and 1681,
thirty official letters from Naha to Ayutthaya and twenty-three voyage
certificates issued to Chinese junk operators who were bound from Naha to
Ayutthaya. There are also eight voyage certificates for Patani. These items
represent more than half of the records concerning Southeast Asia, which
suggests that Ayutthaya was ranked tirst among the Ryukyuankings’ trading
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partners south of China.

Trade with Ayutthaya was initiated by the islanders at least by the mid-
1390s. Successive Ryukyuanrulers recruited Chinese who lived in the island
kingdom to operate junks and carry goods in a triangular trade on behalf of
the Ryukyuan crown. The basic pattern was to carry goods mostly of Chinese
origin tothe Thai capital, and to take back to Ryukyu the Thai goods that were
in greatest demand in China. When the Ryukyuan tribute missions went to
China, some Thai goods were offered as tribute, and the rest of the cargo was
sold in exchange for Chinese goods. Goods from Ayutthaya were thus
involved in a second tribute-trading operation in China, albeit indirectly
through the Ryukyuans. This trade continued until 1570, after which time
the islands were increasingly brought under the control of Japan, and the
official exchanges with Ayutthaya ceased.

The documentation on this trade and the friendly relations between
the two crowns consists of letters written in Chinese to Ayutthaya, plus afew
replies in Chinese. Apparently most of the letters from the Thai kings and
ministers to their counterparts in Ryukyu have disappeared, but they are
mentioned frequently in the extant documents, along with the gifts that
accompanied them, which included Thai goods of high value and some
manufactured goods such as cotton cloth and carpets from South Asia
(Kobata and Matsuda 1969: 65, 75-6, 87-92). The Ryukyuan kings sent
gifts such as silks, porcelain, fans and swords to the Thai sovereign, and one
item was sent as a gift to the Thai king on each occasion: sulfur. This item
deserves close attention, because it implies a strong Thai interest, at the time
of the earliest Ryukyuan record, in obtaining sulfur, which may have been
used in medicinal preparations but was also used to manufacture fireworks

and possibly gunpowder.
Japan

Formal relations were established relatively late with Japan, in
comparison with the rest of East Asia, and did not begin for more than three
decades after the last-recorded mission from Ryukyu. The exact period when
the Japanese first began trading with Ayutthaya and settling there is still a
matter of speculation. It is known, however, that in 1570, when the Spanish
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took possession of Manila, twenty Japanese were living there (Blair and
Robertson 1903 i1i: 101). And the Japanese were trading at Melaka at least
by the first half of the 1580s (Mendoza 1854: 318). Given these Japanese
activities, it seems probable that Japanese traders were already investigating
the Thai market and that they became established in Ayutthaya by the 1580s.
They would have been especially welcome at that time, given the partial
depopulation of the Thai kingdom and the shortage of manpower after the
1569 Burmese conquest. Moreover, Japanese fighting men may have been
recruited by the young warrior-prince, Naresuan, who was seeking every
possible means of strengthening the defenses of the kingdom against
repeated Burmese invasions during the mid-1580s and early 1590s.

A Japanese ship with a cargo of arms for Ayutthaya was stopped
in Manila and sequestered by the Spanish in 1589 (ibid. 1903 vi: 126).
The weapons destined for Naresuan’s army thus fell into Spanish hands:
about 500 arquebuses (the most modern firearms available at that time),
500 swords and other bladed weapons. This shipment shows that Japanese
traders were well informed about the current market demand in Ayutthaya
and the urgent need at that time for arming the Thai forces. There are detailed
records of Japanese trade in Thai ports after the turn of the seventeenth
century, when the Japanese government began to issue trading licenses.
These permits were given to entrepreneurs in Japan (Japanese, Chinese,
Dutch, English and Portuguese merchants) who were trading in Southeast
Asian waters. Their vessels sailed to nineteen different countries, and almost
20 percent were bound for Ayutthaya (Ishii 1971: 162).

Japanese Christian families may have begun migrating to Ayutthaya
around 1597, when anti-Christian measures were invoked by the Japanese
government. By the end of King Naresuan’s reign in 1605, the Japanese
community was probably substantial, comprising not only Christian
refugees but also warriors and traders, Like other ethnic groups in the capital,
the Japanese community was (or soon would be) organized under a Japanese
leader, and the heads of the Japanese community soon acquired high

_positions in Thai government service. This community continued to grow in
Ayutthaya until the 1630s, when Japan forbade all Japanese immigration
and emigration (Smith 1977: 9).

As discussed in the chapter by Nagazumi, the initiative in opening
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formal relations was taken by the Shogunate, which sent a letter to the Thai
court in 1606. There were continuous friendly exchanges—Ietters at first,
and later six Thai embassies to Japan during the period 1616--29. After King
Prasat Thong seized the throne in 1629, however, the Shogunate refused to
receive any official Thai missions, and diplomatic relations were never
restored.

In the 1650s and 1660s, a new pattern of contact emerged, which
characterized the final century of trade between Ayutthaya and Japan. After
Japan closed its ports to most foreign trade in the 1630s, Chinese junks were
still allowed to call at Nagasaki. Among the junks recorded from Southeast
Asia, a large proportion were from Thai ports. and many of them openly
identified themselves as junks commissioned by the Thai kings: in other
words, carrying the cargoes of the External Relations Ministry for disposal
in Japan, in return for goods manufactured by the Japanese. There were
usually only a few Thai (most commonly two or three) on board the crown
Junks, and the business transactions at Nagasaki were handled exclusive
by the Chinese. Some or all of the Thai passengers were almost certainly
ministry officials and must have had a supervisory role in the transactions
on the king’s behalf.

The nature of the trade that emerged in the second halt of the
seventeenth century is clear from the records of the Nagasaki port officers
(Ishit 1998: 42-98). Thai crown cargoes predominated in this trade
{twenty-four of forty-two cargoes from Ayutthaya during the period
16871719, or 57 percentof the total). Crown junks were unusually large and
accounted for a larger percentage share of total cargo by volume than their
numbers imply. They had an even larger share of trade by value, since they
had greater access than private traders did to high-value monopoly goods in
the royal warehouses. The principal beneficiary of this trade was thus the
Thai treasury.

Vietnamese Coastline

Three states in the Eastern Department’s region are not yet well
documented: the two Vietnamese kingdoms and the kingdom of Champa,
which was overwhelmed by the gradual southward advance of the
Vietnamese and eventually disappeared.
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Vietnam, like other countries that were not contiguous with Thai
territory, is scarcely mentioned in the Thai chronicles and only in the late
Ayutthaya period. By the time that the Thai court began to take note of
Vietnamese affairs in the seventeenth century, Vietnam was divided into two
separate kingdoms. Both were ruled in the name of the Vietnamese emperor,
who lived in the north, where the Trinh family held power. The south was
governed from the capital city of Hué by the Nguyen family, and this division
remained in place beyond the Ayutthaya period.

Nguyen-ruled Vietnam had regular trading relations with the Thai
during the early seventeenth century, when rice production in the Mekong
delta was not yet great enough to meet the demand in the region of the capital
(L.i 1998: 88). In the 1630s, for example, traders from the Thai kingdom
are mentioned among the Japanese and Chinese who flocked to Vietnamese
ports at that time (Manrique 1927 ii: 60), and particularly to Hoi An. The
court at Hué seems also to have maintained friendly political relations with
Ayutthaya during the reign of King Prasat Thong. A Nguyen crown junk was
sent to Ayutthaya to purchase goods in 1632 (Li 1988: 76), and annual visits
by envoys from Ayutthaya were reported in the 1630s (Li and Reid (1993:
31). By the 1650s, however, regular formal exchanges seem to have ceased.
Even so, junks from the Thai kingdom were taxed at lower rates than
most foreign vessels (Li and Reid 1993: 116), and they continued to visit
Vietnamese ports for the rest of the Ayutthaya period, probably because
the junk operators were part of the Chinese coastal-trading network in the
region.

In Thai records, the Vietnamese are mentioned only in the context of
Cambodia. Cambod:an historians, for their part, have discovered little about
Khmer-Vietnamese relations prior to the 1650s, partly because the two
kingdoms were separated by Champa and thus not contiguous (Mak Phoeun
1995: 267). Vietnamese agricultural settlements were established in
parts of Cambodia’s Mekong-delta territory in the seventeenth century.
The Vietnamese presence soon brought the court of Hué into conflict with
the Thai, in a struggle for influence in Cambodia. From the mid-seventeenth
century onward, disputes between rival claimants to the Cambodian throne
frequently pitted the Thai against the Vietnamese, each supporting a rival
candidate. Intervention by the Vietnamese and the Thai in a succession
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dispute in 1658 (Mak Phoeun 1995: 294-5) was the first in a long series
of hostilities that continued for nearly two centuries. Another series of
interventions in the 1670s and 1680s is described in some detail by
contemporary observers (Gervaise 1989: 196-201 and Ishii 1998: 21, 42-3,
60~1, 114). The intervention in 1716-7 is recorded briefly in the Thai
chronicles (Damrong 1973 ii: 197-201) and contemporary Chinese
observations (Ishii 1998: 93-3, 191).

One result of the 1716-7 conflict was the destruction of the
Cambodian port of Banteay Meas. The history of this port and the
emergence of a semi-independent kingdom along this coast during the final
years of Ayutthaya is examined in the chapter by Sakurai and Kitagawa.
Their study provides new insights into Thai-Vietnamese relations with
respect to both Cambodia and the Chinese residents in the southeast tip
of the peninsula in the eighteenth century. It also illustrates some features
of Thai relations with the court of Cambodia—a vassal state that had
communications with Ayutthaya both by land and by sea.

European visitors to Vietnamese ports often observed ships from Thai
ports, which seem to have been part of the Chinese network of trade in these
waters and provided regular communications. In the early 1680s, junks from
both northern and southern Vietnam were reported every year at Ayutthaya
(Gervaise 1989: 232). At least some Thai crown ships were sent to Vietnam
during this period, more of which were reported in the north than in the south
(Chaumont 1997:95-6). Inthe 1690s Chinese junk operators from Ayutthaya
went to south Vietnam every year (Lamb 1970: 53). Indeed, one reason why
the French bishops of this period chose Ayutthaya as a gathering place for
missionaries in transit was the avatlability of passage on junks bound for
various ports of Vietnam.

The rise of a community of Vietnamese in Ayutthaya during the
seventeenth century did not provide a commercial base for trade with
Vietnamese ports, unlike the case of the Chinese and ports in China. The
Vietnamese quarter, adjacent to the French seminary and cathedral, was in
part a refugee camp, settled by Catholics and others who had fled from
religious persecution and other forms of oppression in their homeland.
Sakurai and Kitagawa show, moreover, that relations between the Teochiu
(the predominant Chinese group in Thai territory) and the Cantonese
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(who had settled in Vietnamese territory) were a major source of conflict
around the end of the Ayutthaya period, and ethnic differences among the
Chinese themselves may have curbed the development of trade and other
communications with Vietnam.

Early Thai-Vietnamese political exchanges in the 1630s and 1640s
may have been formalities that were essential to trading missions at that time.
Once official trading relations ceased, the Thai court had no further interests
to pursue on aregular basis. Political relations thus became inactive, and Thai
crown goods must subsequently have been carried on consignment, under the
guise of ordinary Chinese junk trade. Near the end of the Ayutthaya period,
the Nguyen government itself saw no purpose in formal relations with the
Thai court. Asindicated in the chapter by Sakurai and Kitagawa, the Nguyen
ruler rejected a 1755 Thai proposal for an agreement to protect junks from
pirates off the Vietnamese coast. Nonetheless, there is evidence of occasional
friendly contacts at the diplomatic level. In 1682, for example, the Thai
minister wrote a letter to his counterpart at the Nguyen court, introducing a
French bishop (Launay 1920 1: 113).

Opportunities for Thai-Vietnamese trade were restricted by the lack of
complementarity in demand for each other’s products. In the 1690s saltpeter,
sapan wood, insect lac, mother of pearl, ivory, tin, lead and rice were supplied
from Thai sources to Nguyen Vietnam (Lamb 1970: 53), although all of these
products could be obtained elsewhere. The southern Vietnamese kingdom
produced few goods that the Thai wanted to buy in return: notably silk and
silk thread, but these goods were readily available from China, where the
quality was better. The Chinese junk operators who shipped rice and other
products to Vietnamese markets must therefore have been obliged to cast
about for any return cargoes that seemed likely to turn a profit in Thai
marketplaces. Their persistence, nonetheless, is reflected in the data
provided by Sakurai and Kitagawa, showing that even in the midst of the
1771--2 Thai-Vietnamese war in Cambodia, Chinése junks from Thai ports
continued to trade along the Vietnamese coast.

Philippines

The fragmentary nature of records relating to Thai relations with
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island Southeast Asia is well illustrated by the case of the Philippines. Some
early trade with the Thai can be deduced from evidence such as ceramic wares
produced in kilns in the Thai kingdom, during the fourteenth to seventeenth
centuries, and shipped to the Philippines (Lim 1987: 18-9). But first-hand
observations and written records begin only with the arrival of the Spanish
and the founding of Manila in 1570. At that time, Muslim Filipinos in the
region from Panay to Mindanao were reported to be well aware of Ayutthaya
as an important importing country (Blair and Robertson 1903 i1: 116-7).
Direct trade between Ayutthaya and Manila is recorded as early as 1587
(ibid. vii: 35).

European sources, although invaluable for some facts, do not reflect
events from the Thai viewpoint, and it is always essential to examine current
Thai needs and circumstances before drawing any conclusions or making
broad generalizations. In the 1580s, the factor relating to the Philippines is
well known: the need to defend Ayutthaya against a series of repeated
Burmese efforts to restore the control imposed by Burma from 1564 to 1584,
At this critical juncture, two sources of potential aid appeared, both
previously little known to the Thai: the Japanese (who were skilled warriors
and swordmakers) and the Spanish (who were potential suppliers of all
kinds of weapons, including artillery).

In 1594, King Naresuan sent a mission to Manila, ostensibly toenquire
about one of his junks that had disappeared, but more probably to make
overtures to a potential ally and to investigate trading possibilities. His
representatives had instructions to buy Spanish goods, and brought Thai
goods to exchange for them (Morga 1971: 81--2). King Naresuan clearly had
some knowledge of Manila as a potential market for Thai goods and as a
supplier of Philippine and European goods, and his main objective was
probably weapons, particularly firearms and cannons. Another Thal mission
was sent to Manila in 1595-6. The Spanish replies were friendly but did not
encourage an alliance. In subsequent years, King Naresuan probably saw no
benefit in pursuing these relations because of the changed circumstances in
the late 1590s in Burma (which was no longer a threat to Thai security) and
in Cambodia (where the Spanish had intervened briefly, but ceased doing so
after Naresuan's candidate for the succession was placed on the throne).

One Spanish historian (Rodao 1997) has identified five periods in
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which there are some detailed records of relations between Manila and
Ayutthaya. The first is the period of friendly Thai-Spanish exchanges of the
1590s, which have been extensively studied and documented (for example
Groslier 1958, Briggs 1949 and Morga 1971). A two-decade period of hostile
relations (arising from a Spanish attack on a Dutch ship on the Chao Phraya
Riverin 1624) was followed by another long hiatus inrelations. Anargument
is made for a probable increase in trade contacts during the 1680s, when
European trading in Ayutthaya reached its height in the reign of King Narai.
After another long interval, a Spanish embassy was sent to Ayutthayain 1718
and concluded a treaty of friendship and commerce between the Thai
kingdom and the government of the Philippines. A few scattered references
to subsequent contacts attest to efforts by traders from Ayutthaya to pursue
the relations envisaged in the treaty, notably with duty-free trading as a
reciprocal incentive. The last period revolves around a company founded
in Manila in 1752 for the purpose of building ships in the Thai capital.
A shipwright’s yard was built in Ayutthaya, but only one ship is known to
have been constructed there before the company failed. Each of these
ventures began and ended guickly, and little continuity can be traced in these
Philippine-Thai relations.

Spanish trade statistics nonetheless provide an indication of the
pattern of trade between Thai ports and Manila, at least during the period
1657-1714 (Chaunu 1960: 164-77). As shown in the examples above,
traders were active both before and after the period of the Spanish data, but
apparently no record was made of them. Given the hostility between
Ayutthaya and Manila from the 1620s into the 1640s, regular trading may
have become firmly established about the time that these records begin,
or perhaps a decade earlier.

Only three ships are recorded after 1700, and the following
observations therefore apply to the years 1657-1700. During this period,
Philippine-Thai trade was limited in volume but very regular: at least thirty-
nine vessels arrived from the Thai kingdom (the ports are not specified).
Allowing for undercounting, which is noted in some entries, about one ship
per year on average was involved in this trade. Among the twenty-eight
vessels identified by type, 25 percent were junks and were probably operated
by Chinese traders residing in either Philippine or Thai ports. The others
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were of western design and were probably operated by European coastal
traders, who must have resided in the Philippines, since Ayutthaya had
no Spanish community.? These statistics may, however, be obscured by
three-way or four-way coastal trading with other ports in East Asia, thus
undercounting the actual number of ships that called at both Manila and a
Thai port.

The value of the goods imported on ships from Ayutthaya ranged from
0.7 to 3.6 percent of the total annual imports of Manila (five-year averages
1666-1700). Moreover, two early averages are very prominent: 6.7 percent
in the second half of the 1650s and 17.1 percent in the first half of the 1660s
(Chaunu 1960: 207-11). What kinds of Philippine and Spanish goods were
carried to Ayutthaya? Spanish wine was reported to be the most common
wine in Ayutthaya in the 1680s {Gervaise 1989: 89). Contraband silver
brought from the mines of Peru and Mexico through the port of Manila
found its way to various parts of Asia, and contraband silver seems to have
been one of the most important features of the Ayutthaya-Manila link
(Rodao 1997: 40). It is possible, moreover, that some Thai goods made their
way on the Spanish galleons across the Pacific to various places in the
Americas. The limiting factor in Ayutthaya-Manila trade was probable the
same as the case of Vietnam: a lack of complementarity in goods.

In the cultural sphere, a few facts are known. Filipinos occasionally
went to Ayutthaya to study at the French seminary-—ahotbed of revolutionary
thought that spread its ideas eastward from the 1670s onward. The seminary
served also as a place of asylum for missionaries who were expelled from
time to time from China and Vietnam. In this safe haven, they regrouped
and launched new offensives into the mission fields of East Asia. Such
intellectual exports deserve attention as a subject in their own right, because
oflong-term implications forundermining administrative authority in Vietnam
and parts of China. Filipinos were trained and ordained at the seminary from
its very beginning. These Filipino priests were destined, however, not for the
mission fields of their homeland but for the mainiand Asian missions under
the jurisdiction of French bishops.
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Sultanates of the Indonesian Archipelago

In the case of the Eastern Department of the Thai ministry, the most
important political and trading relations can be traced chronologically,
thanks to extensive documentation in Chinese, Japanese and Ryukyuan
records. These sources, supplemented by European observations, provide a
general impression of the network to the east in which junks from Ayutthaya
were involved.

By contrast, source materials concerning Thai relations that came
under the Western Department are fragmentary, lack continuity and often
consist of nothing more than an occasional, casual observation. Even so, if
the fragments of evidence are considered together, a general impression does
emerge for both the Indonesian archipelago and the rest of South Asia.

The patterns of trade in this region are extensively documented in the
general literature on Indonesian history, although Ayutthaya’s role in this
trade is not well represented. Anyone reading only the extant Thai records
would be almost totally unaware that the island world existed. European
records, on the other hand, show that the Thai court had both political and
commercial interests in some of the island ports. Doubtless the Thai
ministry’s Western Department kept detailed records on each major port, but
these documents, like most other Thai records, disappeared in the flames of
1767.

Official relations between the Thai court and the various sultanates
in the archipelago are difficult to assess from the viewpoint of the Thai or the
island courts, because the Thai records were destroyed and island records,
if they still exist, have not yet shed light on this subject. Records that do exist
tend to be random glimpses by Europeans, which contain very little detail.
Specific years and places are known, concerning some Thai political
relations and trade with the archipelago, particularly Aceh, Jambi, Riau,
Banten, Borneo and Timor. But we may never know the actual context of the
relations, the political issues that were involved and the goods that were
traded. Rare examples of political motivations include the proposal by King
Naresuan to the sultan of Aceh for a joint attack on the Portuguese at
Melaka (Lancaster 1940: 103) and the queen of Aceh’s invitation to King
Narai to join an alliance against the Duich (Launay 1920ii: 154, Choisy 1997:
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173, Bowrey 1905: xxxviii).

The earliest European observers noted the Thai concern with
affairs throughout the Malay peninsula and Ayutthaya’s historical claim to
suzerainty over the entire peninsula. The Thai kings received token
submissions from the rulers of some sultanates (such as Patani and
Kedah) closest to the Thai provinces in the peninsula, but relations with
those farther south on the peninsula seem to have been tenuous.

Other relations, such as those with Aceh, seem to have begun only
during the second half of the Ayutthaya period: that is, after the Portuguese
capture of the Melaka sultanate in 1511, the decline of Melaka as the chief
regional entrepdt and the rise of other ports as important trading centers
where Thai crown ships may have sought profitable exchanges. The sultans
of Jambi in south Sumatra had relations with Ayutthaya and are reported to
have sent the gold flowers (bunga mas) that, were tokens of Malay-state
vassalage to the Thaikings. French missionaries recorded the audience given
by King Narai in October 1682 for ambassadors from Jambi (Launay 1920
ii: 115), but provided no details about the purpose of the mission. Dutch
records, however, reveal that political affairs must have been involved,
because a debate arose about whether Jambi was a vassal of the Thai crown
or of the Dutch company (Vos 1993: 49).

The Thai strategy for establishing (or perhaps restoring) relations
with Palembang is somewhat clearer. In the mid-1740s, when Palembang
was sutfering from a shortage of rice, the sultan announced that rice imports
from Thai ports were essential, to prevent starvation. In 1744 a Thai crown
ship arrived in Palembang with a cargo of rice. The sultan was informed that
the Thai court could supply all of his needs but that he should send the
traditional gold flowers when he made his request. Palembang had never sent
tribute to Stam before, but the sultan might have complied, had the Dutch not
intervened. The Dutch provided the rice and subsequently prevented ships
of Thai origin from entering the river and pursuing talks with Palembang
(Vos 1993: 37, 49).

Javanese traders were well aware of the early Ayutthaya kingdom and
the extent of its territory, as shown by a Javanese map of the Asian coastline
inthe early 1500s (Earle and Villiers 1990: 149). In the mid- 1 680s, Ayutthaya
had a small community of Javanese (Chaumont 1997: 84), and some
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Javanese were living in the kingdom at the beginning of the twentieth
century (Interior Ministry 1910: 142). The Civil Hierarchy Law, moreover,
specifically mentions jurisdiction over the Javanese, which demonstrates
that they were distinguished in some way from other resident foreign
communities in Ayutthaya. Javanese activities in Thai trade could be a
rewarding subject of study, if sources can be found.

Indian Ocean Rim

Trade contacts with ports in India and Arabia long predate the
founding of Ayutthaya, since the Chao Phraya basin was not far from the
routes across the Malay peninsula that led from the Indian Ocean to the South
China Sea. The inclusion of frankincense in Ayutthaya’s 1386 tribute to
China (Ishii 1992: 81) demonstrates that Ayutthaya was already supplied by
the trade network extending as far west as the Arabian peninsula. The earliest
Arab text that describes the geographical position of Ayutthaya accurately is
dated 1462 (Tibbetts 1979: 193). Itis not surprising that, by this time, the new
Thai capital was well known to Arab navigators and other South Asian
traders. When this text was composed, the Thai had recently extended their
control over part of the west coast of the Malay peninsula, in the area around
Tenasserim, which offered relatively short, quick, overland communications
with the Gulf coast and the capital. The port of Mergui, moreover, gave
Ayutthaya’s rulers direct access to the ports around the rim of the Indian
Ocean, through the network that already existed at Mergui before the Thai
took control.

Sunait in his chapter describes the early prosperity of this port and the
economic rivalry in the sixteenth century that drew the Thai into conflict with
the expanding Burmese empire. As aresult, overland trade through Tenasserim
was disrupted or stopped completely several times during the second half of
the 1500s. The following century, by contrast, was a period of relative peace
and rapid expansion of South Asian trade with Ayutthaya, as discussed in the
chapter by Andaya. Commercial records give the impression of alarge influx
of South Asian traders to Ayutthaya in the 1610s (Smith 1977. 50). Thai
records, moreover, show that South Asians from the Persian Gulf area moved
to Ayutthaya at this time and assisted in reorganizing the External Relations
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Ministry (Thiphakorawong 1939: 3), no doubt giving more prominence than
ever to trade with South Asia.

These changes took place shortly after the beginnings of Japanese
trading activities and the establishment of the Japanese community in
Ayutthaya. The combination of these two phenomena seems to have
contributed to dynamic growth in Ayutthaya’s maritime trade. The Muslims
bound the Thai into the Islamic trading world as far west as the Arabian
peninsula. The Japanese, for their part, bought Thai goods as well as goods
in fransit from South Asia, and carried them to the ports of Vietnam and
Japan. This burst of Indo-Japanese activities lasted through the 1620s. Trade
with Japan was temporarily disrupted during the next two decades, and the
Japanese community at Ayutthaya dwindled. Meanwhile, the South Asians
grew increasingly influential at the Thai court and promoted their trade
interests accordingly, using the Chinese network for their trade with East
Asia. The number of South Asians residing in Ayutthaya may have reached
a peak in the 1670s or early 1680s, before King Narai took action against
many corrupt South Asian officials in his service and expelled them (Chaumont
1997: 81). Nonetheless, he continued to maintain relations with South Asian
and other Muslim courts, and the trading community remained active.

In the mid-seventeenth century, King Narai sent an embassy to the
ruler of Golkonda at Hyderabad, as Andaya mentions, but records of such
relations are sparse. French observers (Chaumont 1997: 110-3, Gervaise
1989: 227) noted that ambassadors from the Shah of Persia and the Mughal
emperor were received by the Thai king at a higher level of court protocol
than were ambassadors from lesser countries—presumably meaning the
island sultanates and the Lao—but provide no details of the context of the
missions. Mughal officials invested heavily in trading ventures from Bengal,
which went to ports such as Tenasserim, and trading relations seem the most
likely motive for all these missions.

The best known exchanges were with Persia. King Narai’s ambas-
sadors to the Shah reached Persiain 1669 (Vajiranana 191611 92-8). And a
return Persian embassy, which stayed in the Thai capital almost the entire
year 1686, is documented in a diary kept by one member of the mission
(O’Kane 1972).

Other exchanges in the 1600s, as shown in the chapter by Andaya, are
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known thus far only through random observations made either in Ayutthaya
itself or in various places in India. Very little is known yet about Ayutthaya’s
political relations with South Asia during the 1700s, although trading
relations are relatively well documented, especially those with the port of
Mergui (Prakash 1998: 289). The only archives that once documented these
political affairs comprehensively were the Thai king’s secretariat, where
tetters from all foreign sovereigns were kept (Gervaise 1989: 228), and the
External Relations Ministry. Both archives were destroyed during the
Burmese sack of the Thai capital.

Sri Lanka developed a special relationship with the Thai kingdom.
No trading relations were established, and at the end of the Ayutthaya period,
there was no direct shipping between the island and Thai territory, not even
to Mergui. The two kingdoms nonetheless were economic competitors,
because both exported elephants to sell in Indian markets (Bowrey 1905:
179-8). Cultural relations between the Thai and Sinhalese began, as noted
by Charnvit, before the founding of Ayutthaya, when Thai monks went to
study in the Buddhist island kingdom. Sri Lanka was well known to the Thai,
not only for its religious scholarship but also as the site of sacred relics: the
two major reasons why Thai monks have embarked on pilgrimages to the
island over the centuries.

These ecclesiastical relations took a political form during the final
decades of Ayutthaya, when a serious decline in the Sinhalese Buddhist
Order led the Sinhalese king to seek help. After making two contacts with the
Thai court during the 1740s, and receiving positive assurances both times,
he sent the customary royal letter with three ambassadors, royal gifts
and monks, who were formally received at the Thai court in 1751. King
Barommakot reciprocated with an embassy to Sri Lanka, which included the
Thai monks who were needed to perform ordinations and restore the
Buddhist Order in the island. At least two other groups of Thai monks were
sent to Sri Lanka later in the 1750s. These relations were deemed important
enough by the Thai chroniclers to warrant a rare reference to South Asia: an
entry recounting the 1751 audience for the Sinhalese (Damrong 197311: 235).
Although these political relations were short-lived, Thai monks pursued the
ecclesiastical exchanges and continued to make pilgrimages to Sri Lanka
(Damrong 1916: 15-6). '
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No official relations were sought by the Thai court with the Maldive
Islands, but the Maldives were an important source of one imported item that
was used by even the poorest of Thai people. Gujarati ships regularly sailed
south from India to the Maldives and then went to Tenasserim (Saris 1900:
222). One reason for taking this route was to load a cargo of cowries: small,
glossy and sometimes brightly marked sea shells, which were used in place
of coins in Thai marketplaces. The Philippines and Maluku were reported to
be other sources of Ayutthaya’'s cowries (Gervaise 1989: 120, Fryer 1909:
219). Their use in the Thai capital early in the fifteenth century was noted by
Chinese explorers (Fei Hsin 1996: 43), at a time when Thai coins had not yet
been minted. These shells were similar in shape to the first Thai silver coins:
the builet-shaped (or perhaps more correctly, cowrie-shaped) baht that were
introduced in the mid-fifteenth century (Wicks 1992: 182). Despite the
introduction of coins, cowries continued to be used for transactions of small
value in Thai marketplaces throughout the Ayutthaya period.

Most of the Thai trading representatives mentioned in extant records
were sent on ad-hoc missions to specific ports to promote friendly relations
with the local ruler and his court, but their primary objective was probably
to seek the best possible terms for Thai crown trade, particularly reductions
or waivers of taxation. The Western Department in the Ayutthaya period also
appointed some merchants, who resided in the ports of greatest importance
for Thai crown trade, to act as managers of royal trading transactions.
According to a 1674 report (Launay 1920 ii: 70), one of the leading Muslim
merchants in Masulipatnam was also the royal Thai trading agent. As noted
by Andaya, another agent of the Thai crown resided in Golkonda. These are
rare examples of a long-term official presence on behalf of the Thai king in
foreign ports, although such agents must have been appointed in numerous
trade centers during this period and in the following century. Since such
appointments were often reciprocal, agents of South Asian rulers may
likewise have resided and traded in Mergui and Ayutthaya.

QOur lack of knowledge about Thai relations with South Asian
governments (other than Sri Lanka) during the 1700s may be due in part to
a lack of basic research. Nonetheless, the existence of a few resident trading
agents of the crown is known: one at San Thomé in the suburbs of Madras
(Basset 1989: 633), others in Surat and Masulipatnam, and a group of traders
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sent from Ayutthaya to reside in Batavia (Brummelhuis 1987: 43).
Decline of Trade with South Asia

The decline of trade with South Asia was already apparent by the mid-
1680s, in the final years of King Narai’s reign. Contemporary observers
attributed the slump in trade to two factors in Thai policy. First, many South
Asians were expelled from the kingdom. Second, the royal monopolies
encompassed virtually all international trade goods (Chaumont 1997: 81,
97-8). Historians have tended to interpret the events surrounding the death
of King Narai in 1688 as a turning point, beyond which the Thai court
became inward looking, discouraged foreign traders and depressed western
trade further. But the internal factors most often cited—trade policy and
widespread resistance to Phet Racha’s usurpation in 1688—had no more
than short-term effects on trade.

If domestic explanations are needed, a far more serious factor, with
long-term consequences, was the smallpox epidemic of 1695 (Launay 1920
1: 290-1). It persisted into 1696, reduced the population and must have had
a strongly negative effect on demand for imported goods for everyday use,
such as cloth from South Asia and inexpensive household goods from China.
The numbers of Chinese junks arriving during this time may be an indicator
sudden change. During the 1696 trading season, when the effects of the
epidemic became apparent, at least thirteen junks from China were reported
at Ayutthaya; in the next season, only two seem to have arrived; and in each
of the following two years, only six or seven came. By 1703, however, the
number had risen to about ten (Ishii 1998: 74-83), and imports from China
were recovering.

In the case of South Asian trade, external factors seem to be more
important than internal events in explaining the decline. One author offers
the following general impressions from the viewpoint of South Asian
merchants who exported to Tenassérim, Phuket and other west-coast ports
during this period. He concludes that

the decline of the Bengal-eastward trade ... was ascribable entirely to the
withdrawal from high-seas trade by Mughal state officials engaged in
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trade in addition to their other activities. The volume of eastward trade
carried on by the ordinary merchants registered no particular decline.
(Prakash 1998: 236--7)

This view is supported by reports that ordinary South Asian traders
continued to ply the overland route to Ayuithaya from Tenasserim near the
end of King Narai’s reign (Ishii 1998: 41, 54), in spite of the expulsions of
Muslim officials. Likewise during the 1680s and 1690s, coastal trading by
some Europeans continued without interruption (Chaunu 1960: 171-3),
although most English and French traders left temporarily. Moreover,
Narai’s comprehensive trade monopoly seems to have been abandoned
quickly. His two immediate successors both encouraged European traders
to come, and offered trade concessions as incentives (Launay 1920 ii: 93,
Prakash 1998: 289), although with only modest success.

Mergui continued to play the major role in trade with South Asia.
After a short period of interruption, following the sudden exodus of most
Buropeans and the death of King Narai, Mergui regained its former standing
and was second only to Pegu in importance in country trade with Madras
(Mills 1997: 45). In the early 1700s, Muslim merchants again dominated
the import trade in Indian cotton cloth at Mergui, and European coastal
traders found it increasingly hard to compete in this market (Prakash 1998:
224). European ships nonetheless went to Mergui regularly, because of the
resources available for repairs (Launay 1920 ii: 98).

In the 1700s, as in the previous century, the most profitable Thai
exports to India were elephants and tin (both crown monopolies), and Indian
printed cottons (likewise monopoly goods) were the imported items in
greatest demand in Thai markets. Crown ships pursued the trade in these
same three goods into the early nineteenth century (Damrong 1969: 134-7).
Trade with South Asia offered no institutional tax advantages comparable
to those with China, and unlike the Thai supplies of topical goods that
satisfied a continuing demand in China, the Thai had few products that
could be sold for a good profitin South Asian markets. Moreover, Ayutthaya'’s
old competitive advantages as an entrepdt for Chinese goods in transit to
South Asia began 1o disappear in the course of the 1600s and 1700s. Direct
shipping between India and China became more developed during this
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period, and Evropean companies began to manufacture and supply fine-
quality silk and porcelain to India.

By the 1700s, it is not obvious what the Thai markets had to offer
South Asian merchants, other than elephants and tin. But individual
Muslim merchants continued to trade actively, Mid-century observers spoke
of the great affluence of the Muslim merchants in Mergui (Launay ii: 144),
In Ayutthaya itself during its final days, there were about seventy-eight
separate marketplaces within the capital’s walls, and four of these were
clearly identified as markets in which Muslims were concentrated (Boran
1969 203-4). Indian cloth was sold in two of them, and South Asian traders
may also have worked in other markets that specialized in specific kinds of
cloth. In one area, they sold cheap brass goods such as bracelets, anklets,
decorative hair pins, rings and small bells. In another, their wares were
household goods such as baskets, rope, woven mats and wire. Thus, in spite
of their reputation primarily as cloth traders, they offered an array of
inexpensive goods for everyday use.

European-Held Ports of Asia

The histories of Asian ports that were controlled by Europeans
during the Ayutthaya period have been extensively documented: the
Portuguese in Goa, East Timor and Macau, the Dutch in Batavia, the
Portuguese (and later Dutch) in Melaka, the Danes in Tranquebar, the French
in Pondichery and the English in Madras. Ayutthaya’s trade extended to all
these ports, either directly by ship or indirectly by way of the transpeninsular
route through Tenasserim. So much has been published about European
trading activities that they need no introduction here and will be mentioned
only briefly, in the context of intra-Asian trade and communications.

After an initial flurry of interest in the 1510s and 1520s, Portuguese
officials concluded that Ayutthaya would not be an important source of
goods for Portuguese crown trade, and Portuguese involvement in Ayutthaya
was left to private traders thereafter. The Portuguese seem to have sent ships
every year between the Coromandel Coast and Tenasserim until the middle
of the sixteenth century, although there is little documentation about these
activities (Flores 1995: 34). The emergence of this trade may be one of the
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economic factors in the Burmese-Thai rivalry of this peried, which 1s the
subject of the chapter by Sunait.

Similarly, trade between Thai ports and Portuguese Macau did not
offer any special advantages to Thai and Chinese entrepreneurs in Ayutthaya.
Prices were higher in Macau than in Guangzhou, but one crown junk went
to Macau each vear, according to a report in the 1680s (Chaumont 1997:
95). Portuguese ships were sometimes chartered to carry crown goods
{Brummelhuis 1987: 35), which may have been one way of obtaining better
terms of trade at Macau. Macau nonetheless was part of the inira-Asian
network of communications with Ayutthaya. It served as a safe port for
some people in transit, especially French missionaries during the {inal
century of the Ayutthaya period. Some of the missionaries stayed briefly in
Ayutthaya for language training and then passed through Macau, sometimes
accompanied by seminary students, en route to missions in Vietnamese and
Chinese territory. Voyagers from South Asia sometimes were able to get
passage on Portuguese ships to Macau, when no ships were bound for
Ayutthaya, and on Portuguese ships or Chinese junks from Macau to
Ayutthaya. The Dutch at Batavia played such an important role in this
network that even the Catholic missionaries often had to avail themselves
of Protestant services, in order to reach their destinations. These
communications—for carrying goods on consignment as well as carrying
passengers—thus linked Thai ports into the wider coastal network that
included Dutch, French, English, Portuguese and other Europeans.

Overland Relations

Although maritime relations are the subject of this book, brief mention
should be made of contacts by land, because the External Relations Minister
was responsible for overland as well as maritime diplomatic relations.
These exchanges were with the rulers of the kingdoms bordering on Thai
territory: the Lao at Champasak, Vientiane and Luang Prabang, the Muang
at Nan and Chiang Mai and the Mon at Pegu (until its incorporation into the
Burmese empire in the sixteenth century). There were occasional contacts
with Shan rulers, and at least one embassy is recorded from as far north as
Chiang Rung, capital of the Lii kingdom of Sipsong Panna on the upper
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Mekong (Klaproth 1832).

There were no normal political relations between the Thai and
Burmese capitals, other than the period between 1564 and 1584, when
Ayutthaya was a dependency state of the Burmese empire. The successive
conflicts between the Thai and the Burmese, from the 1540s to the 1850s,
have been extensively studied (Damrong 1963). Even during the four
decades following the 1767 destruction of Ayutthaya, when relations were
the tensest and most embittered, the two adversaries occasionally engaged
in a dialogue. Letters were exchanged between ministers of the Thai and
Burmese courts, as well as between governors on both sides of the frontier
(Damrong 1964). The objective was to restore friendly relations, although
the only positive result seems to have been a lessening of fears about renewed
invasions. It seems likely that similar exchanges took place during the final
century and a half of the Ayutthaya period. For example, in documents of the
mid-1600s, there is some vague evidence of contact between the courts and
an exchange of royal letters (Brummethuis 1987: 39, 57).

The approach advocated by Sunait for seeking economic factors to
explain historical events is equally applicable to the southeast frontier of the
kingdom. After the fall of Angkor, the Cambodian capital was moved to a
site near the Mekong and more accessible to ocean-going vessels. The new
capital was destroyed, however, during the Thai invasion of 1594. Historians
portray this war in the political terms that are outlined in the That and
Cambodian chronicles. But economic motivations also played a role.
Two decades earlier, the second Thai defeat by the Burmese (in 1569) was
followed by a slump in Chinese trading activity, and during the 1580s and
early 1590s, when the Thai capital was repeatedly besieged by Burmese
forces, Ayutthaya was not an attractive port of call. Many Chinese and
Japanese junks of this period probably turned to the peaceful Cambodian
capital, where they could procure most of the goods that they would
otherwise have purchased from the Thai market. One objective of the
crushing blow delivered to the Cambodians in 1594 was surely to disrupt this
flow of goods through Cambodia and regain Thai domination over this
lucrative trade.

Similar considerations are treated in the chapter by Sakurai and
Kitagawa, who examine the destruction of the Cambodian port of Banteay
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Meas in {717, its rise during the next half century as a Chinese-dominated
trading center and its next destruction by the Thai in 1771. The aunthors
outline further changes in trade and political power along the Cambodian
coast in the eighteenth century, providing a new perspective on the
southeast extremity of the Gulf area. They show how a virtually independent
port-kingdom came into existence there, during the final decades of the
Ayutthaya period, in territory that has usually been assumed to be under Thai
domination. |
- They also discuss new agricultural settlements in the Mekong delta
and the gradual extension of Vietnamese control in the direction of the Gulf
coast. To complete their story from the Thai viewpoint, it should be added
that the Thai court in the early Bangkok period maintained friendly relations
with the heir to the Nguyen throne (the future Emperor Gia Long). King
Rama T provided him with weapons and other material support for his
struggle to defeat the Tay Son usurpers, who had seized both the north and
the south of Vietnam during the 1770s and 1780s. King Rama I also agreed
to acknowledge the Nguyen heir’s de facto control over Banteay Meas
(HaTien), which was a strategic port of entry from the Gulf into the Mekong
delta and for supplying Saigon-—the Nguyen base of military operations
from 1787 to the end of the century. As a result, the entire southeast coast
of the Gulf passed peacefully out of the sphere of Thai authority.
Given the importance of trade in Ayutthaya’s early development,
the theme of economic rivalry deserves careful attention, and major events
such as these should be reassessed in future studies of relations between the

Thai and their immediate neighbors.
A Maritime Perspective for Future Research

Dozens of books have been written about Ayutthaya’s pelitical and
commercial relations with Europeans. Indeed, European publications with
a few details on this subject appeared as early as the sixteenth century in the
first editions of Varthema (1510), Pigafetta (1525), Ramusio (1556), Barbosa
(1563), Barros (1563) and Cruz (1569), to name but a few published prior to
1600. Given the predominance of contemporary European sources, both
published and unpublished, and the near-absence of contemporary Thai
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records, it is not surprising that successive generations of historians have
drawn upon these rich sources of information and have consequently placed
emphasis on relations with Europeans.

Much less attention has been paid to Thai relations with the other
countries of Asia. Japanese and Chinese historians have drawn upon their
respective records for the cases of Japan, China and the Ryukyu kingdom.
This book attempts to bring some of these research findings together, to fill
alittle of the remaining gap in the literature and to provide a broad perspective
encompassing ‘all of maritime Asia, from Japan in the east to the Arabian
peninsula in the west.

The chapters provide a chronological sampling that ranges across
Ayutthaya’s history. Wyatt and Charnvit examine the capital’s first century.
Sunait continues with the second half of the fifteen and part of the sixteenth
centuries. Andaya and Nagazumi survey the seventeenth century. And
finally, Lapian, Sakurai and Kitagawa examine important changes in the
eighteenth century. These contributions are intended as a modest beginning,
and it is hoped that they point the way to new areas of investigation and a
better understanding of Thai history from the perspective of its maritime
economy and diplomacy.

Appendix: A Translation from the Civil Hierarchy Law

The following is a translation of article 11 of the Civil Hierarchy Law
(phra aiyakan tamnaeng na phonlariian) in the Three Seals Law Code
(Kotmai trasamduang 19861: 189-93). It provides an outline of the structure
of the Ministry of External Relations and Maritime Trading Affairs at the
time the law code was revised in 1805. No ministry name appears in the text
of the law, nor does the popular title for the minister: the Phra Khlang. His
long formal title (the first entry in the Jaw) was often shortened to Ok Phaya
(later Chao Phraya) Kosa Thibodi (or shortened further to Ok Phaya Kosa).

As a guide to reading the text, annotations have been added below
in square brackets by the translator. They do not appear in the originat.
For research purposes, these annotations should be used with caution,
because they are the translator’s interpretation of the arrangement of the
names in the law. The divisions added below are based on the sakdina-ranks
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(or simply na), which are the quantitative measures of official status.
These are listed in descending order within each division of the hierarchy.

[Minister}

Ok phaya si thamma ratcha decha chat ammattayanuchit phiphit ratana
ratcha kosa thibodi aphat phiriya bara krama phahu [who uses] the Lotus
Seal [and] has the sakdina-rank of 10,000

[First Department. The Text does not indicate a department title. The titles
of officials indicate that it was a Department of General Administration,
Legal Appeals and Records.]

Phra Phiphat Kosa, the senior deputy minister, 1,000 na

Khun Phinit Chai, the deputy minister who sits as judge, 800 na

Khun Raksa Sombat, who affixes seals to petitions for distribution, 800 na

Khun Ratcha Akon, in charge [?] of the central registers [i.e., ministry
bookkeeping], 800 na

Khun Thep, head of royal taxes, 600 na

Khun Yisan Sapphayakon, chief record keeper, 600 na

Khun Thip Kosa, 800 na*

Khun Thanarat, who distributed the king’s remunerations [bia wat, annual or
occasional grants of funds to individuals], 600 na

Eight khun miin [petty officials] who come under Khun Si Ratcha Akon, each
having 300 na

Thirteen khun miin who come under Khun Thep Ratcha, each having 300 na

Khun Sombat Bodi, drum unit {?]:° four khun miin each having 600 na

Khun Kaeo Ayat, maritime legal clerk, 600 na

Khun Akson, scribe, 600 na

[Second Department. No department name is given in the text. This
department was known popularly as the Krom Tha Khwa (literally the Ports
Department of the Right) and was responsible for maritime affairs to the west
(India and the rest of South Asia) and south (the Indonesian archipelago).]

Phra Chula Ratcha Montri [department head], 1,400 na
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Khun Ratcha Setthi, the deputy head in charge of South Asians, Javanese,
Malay, English [and so on?).? 800 na

Luang Ratcha Montri, harbor master, in charge of South Asians, English,
Vietnamese and Portuguese (khaek prathet angkrit yuan farang),’
800 na

{1] Miin Phinit Wathi, [2] Miin Si Song Phasa, [3] Miin Satcha Wathi and
[4] Miin Samret Wathi, four interpreters, 300 na each

[1} Miin Thip Wacha and [2] Miin Thep Wacha, two English interpreters,
300 na each .

Luang Nonthaket, harbor master, in charge of Muslim {?] South Asians,®
800 na

[1] Miin Satcha Wacha and [2] Miin Satcha Wathi, two interpreters, 300 na
each

[Third Department. No department name is given in the text. This depart-
ment was known popularly as the Krom Tha Sai (Ports Department of the
Left) and was responsible for maritime affairs to the east (China, the Ryukyu
kingdom and Japan) and the Chinese trade network in general (including its
ties with the archipelago). It also operated the crown junks.]

Luang Chodiik Ratcha Setthi, department head, 1,400 na

Luang Thep Phakdi, harbor master, in charge of the Dutch, 600 na

[1] Khun Thong Sii and [2] Khun Thong Samut, two Chinese interpreters
and area officers (nai amphoe), 600 na [each]

Khun Wora Wathi, French interpreter, 300 na

[1] Khun Racha Wadi and [2] Khun Raksa Samut, captains’ interpreters,
300 na

Khun Wisut Sakhon, interpreter for translating for the [Chinese] junk
captains at Paknam, 400 na

Chinese, South Asian, Portuguese (farang) and English captains of large
vessels of 4 wa or more [decks at least 8 metres wide], 300 na [each]

Captains of vessels of more than 6 meters [deck] width, 200 na [each]

Chun Chu,” junk captain, 400 na

Ton Hon, navigator, and La Ta, chief records keeper, 200 na [each] for a
large junk and 100 na [each] for a small junk
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Pan Chu, who repair and refurbish junks, and Tai Kong of the Left and
Tai Kong of the Right, two helmsmen, 80 na each

[The next six crewmen, all of the same rank, are grouped together, perhaps
to show the structure of this part of the crew.]

Sin Teng Thao of the Left and Sin Teng Thao of the Right, 2 middle-ranking
records keepers, 50 na each

A Pan, [responsible for the] main mast, 50 na

Chong Kwa, who oversees all the men [7], 50 na

Tek Kho, who guards the cargo, 50 na

A Kiing, junk’s carpenter, 50 na

[The next six crewmen are likewise grouped together. ]

lao Kong, who pertorms worship [bucha phra, also meaning paying hommage
1o 1mages or other sacred objects], 30 na

Tua Lia, in charge of the riggings of the rear mast, 30 na

Sam Pan, in charge of the riggings of the forward mast, 30 na

Chom Phu, 30 na [There is no indication of his duties 1n the text.]

Thao Teng, in charge of the anchor, 30 na

Hu Tiao, who sounds the water’s depth, 30 na

[The next twenty-two crewmen are likewise grouped together.]

It [number 1] Sian, Yi [number 2] Sian and Sam [number 3] Sian, who lower,
25 na [each] [These may be the men who raise and lower the sails.]

Chap Ka Thao, who swabs the junk, 25 na

Eighteen Boei Pan [term not identified], retainers of the Chun Chu, La Ta
and Pan Chu, 25 na {each]

Seven lesser crewmen, who stand on guard, 16 na each

[Fourth Department. Royal Warehouses Department] 10
Phra Si Phiphat Rattana Kosa [department head], 3,000 na
Luang Rattana Kosa, 800 na

Khun Phibun Sombat, 600 na

Khun Sawatdi Kosa, 600 na

Miin Sombat Bodi, 300 na

Miin Thanarat, 300 na
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Notes

1. Lailert (1972: ch. 6) indicates the transfer took place between 1688 and
1767 but does not find evidence of an exact date. A missionary report
dated January 1699 mentions that the deputy minister (Phraya Phiphat
Kosa) was preparing instructions to be given to the governor of
Tenasserim and the newly appointed governor of Mergui (Launay ii: 25).
Orderstoa prdvincial town were issued by the ministry responsible for
administration in that area, and thus administrative responsibility for
the peninsular area must have been given to the External Relations
Ministry prior to 1699.

2. Missionaries were allowed to engage in trade to support themselves,
although the French mission society did not permit its members to do so.
Some of the early Ayutthaya-Manila coastal trading might be related in
part to the presence of entreprencurial Spanish, Portuguese and Italian
priests in Ayutthaya.

3. European corruptions of the term phra khlang (such as barcalon) may
give the misleading impression that it is derived from the title of
minister’s counterpart in a Muslim sultanate: the shahbandar. The Thai
term khlang, however, is a Khmer loanword and refers to a storehouse or
warehouse for goods or treasure. The more precise Thai term for the
ministry’s buildings is khlang sin kha, which refers specifically to a
warehouse for trade goods. The prefix phra shows that it is a state
institution,

4, Since the number 800 is out of descending numerical order, this official
may have been the head of a subdivision comprising the positions that
appear below his title. Or the number in the text may be an error for 600.

5. The term klong chana sut, if the spelling is correct, indicates something
to do with a drum. This unit of four men may have been involved in
communicating ministerial instructions, by going to a public place,
beating a drum or gong to assemble the people and then reading the
instructions aloud.

6. The translations of the terms for the nationalities named in this list
(khaek prathet chawa malayu angkrit) are tentative and subject to
considerable doubt. Ethnic definitions that were still familiar in the
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10.

early twentieth century appear in the 1909/10 census, which used the
prefix khaek for eight categories of people: Malay, Javanese, Cham, Thet
(meaning Muslims from India), Sikhs, Sinhalese, Hindus and Klings
(Interior Ministry (1910: 142). The term khaek prathet in the 1805 law
code may therefore have the meaning of “khaek of all nations” and may
thus comprise all South Asians (defined here as people from Arabia,
Persia, India, Sri Lanka, the Malay peninsula and the Indonesian
archipelago), both Muslim and non-Muslim. See the text of the chapter
for further discussion.

The translations of these terms (khaek prathet angkrit yuan farang) are
likewise tentative. The term farang (meaning a person of European
ancestry in modern Thai) was used in the Ayutthaya period for the
Portuguese, who were virtually the only Europeans in the Thai kingdom
for nearly a century. See for example a 1674 missionary report in Latin,
which states that the Portuguese settlement was known locally as Ban
Farang, or “village of the Farang” (Launay 1920 ii: 60). In the early
Bangkok period, the ethnic category farang doem (*‘original Europeans”
in modern translation) was still used for the Portuguese Christians.
This ethnic term (phram ther) literally refers to Brahmans of India (that
is, Hindus} and perhaps includes other non-Muslims from India. But the
evidence of a Hindu trading community in Ayutthayais very slight. The
market adjacent to the Great Swing of Siva (Sao Ching Cha, used in
ceremonies by the court Brahmans) was called the Brahman District
(YanPhram). It sold household goods such as baskets, buckets, mats and
wire (Boran 1969: 205) and was the only market with this ethnic
identification. In spite of the written law text, this group may have
comprised Muslims of Indian, Persian, Malay and Indonesian origin in
the late Ayutthaya period. See the text of the chapter for further
discussion on the division of responsibilities between the two harbor
masters.

Beginning with Chun Chu and ending with Boei Pan, all the terms for
individual crew members seem to be adopted from a Chinese dialect.
The duties of these officials are not stated in the text but can be deduced
from their titles. The two officials with titles including the term sombat
(“wealth” or “goods”) and the three officials with titles including the
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term kosa (associated with maritime affairs) suggest that this
department was responsible for the storage of royal trading goods,
which were either imported or collected from the provinces for export.
The name Royal Warehouses Department is conjectural.
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Duality in Edo and the Edo Period

Takeshi Nakagawa

An understanding of the characteristics of Edo is the key to an
understanding of the culture of the Edo period. The characteristics of
Edo lie in the duality between the order of the feudalistic times and the
vitality and freedom of the modern age. And it is throught that this
duality or the energy found in this conflict, was the generative power
that created today's Tokyo and modern and contemporary Japan in turn.

1. Historical Features of the Edo Period Architecture

In the Edo period, the carpenter-architects gave priority to the
study of kiwari, a traditional measuring system of architectural design in
which a building's dimensions are determined by a module based on the
basic interval between two pillars, and the completion of architectural
design based on kiwari. This measuring system methodology came to
include the method of general composition of the whole structure and to
loss the latter the importance. Such situation means the recognition of
the building parts in the architecture is design technology. In other
words, the old concept of totality of architecture is decomposed,
converted and absorbed abstractly into the building parts, and finally it
becomes inefficient. At this point the automatic assemblage of the
building parts begins to compose an unknowntotality.



Why could the Edo period architecture gain the high productivity?
If the way of approaching the architecture persists in the concrete idea of
the totality, the peculiar theories of architectural totality and the
characteristic value created by the history will remain and continue as
the tradition. On the other hand, if the building parts are definitely
recognized as a result of the disapperance of the idea of totality, the
concept of economy, which forms the basis of the architecture, although
belongs to the outside world of it, will invade the building parts directly,
without meeting any resistance whatever. This is the origin of the
decomposition, which the symbolic meaning of the traditional
architecture has no choice but to face.

In the Edo period architecture, the uses of standardize
commercialized parts and a material is commonly observed. This
situation means in a sense that the huge social substance filled up the
building parts. It also suggests that the architecture began to direct its
course toward the invisible totality, changing over from the concrete
totality based on the style of the real objects. This is a historical feature
of the Edo period architecture becomes less tight and living in the
expanse of the homogeneous space caused by the automatic
development of the objectified parts, the carpenter-architects keep
denying increasantly the traditional value which the old concept of the
totality held in the core. That is, under the influence of the deep-seated
tradition characterized by the adherence to the formailty, Japanese
architecture was destined to continue the long process of recognizing the
building parts in order to establish its new identity.

2. The Layout of Edo

The city topography featured a plateau in the northwest known as
the yamanote, and a lower southeastern area or shitamachi, meaning
"downtown" which included much reclaimed land. Edo Castle was
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sitqated on the tip of the plateau. The residences of feudal lords
(daimyo), high officials of the bakufu (the shogunal government), and
other warriors were spread out in the area around the castle.

The downtown area mainly contained the residences of the
common citizenry. In total, about seventy percent of the land was
atlotted to the warrior class. Temple and shrine grounds filled another
fourteen percent of the land, leaving the citizenry a more sixteen-
percent of the land on which to build houses and shops.

The downtown area was laid out on a grid, imitating the layout of
Kyoto. One block filled sixty ken (appox. 108 meters) and a twenty-ken-
square area lay in the center for communal use. Canals for transportation
cut through the city with five major highways radiating out from
Nihonbashi Bridge. The Edo townspeople, some 600,000 inhabitants,
lived in around 1,500 wards occupying less than twenty percent of the
city's area in the middle of the 17" century.

3. Ward Government and the System of Social Ranks

Edo residents included individuals from many social strata. At the
top of the pyramid were the ruling warriors and then Buddhist and
Shinto priests. These two groups of people lived in areas of the city set
apart from the townspeople's quarters.

The top city administrator was the city magistrate (machi bugyo),
directly below whom were three city elders, followed by some 250
headmen who controlled one or more wards. House owners constituted
the next social stratum. Below them stood property renters.



The lowest social stratum was that of outcastes, which included
so-called eta and hinin and who were ruled, directly or indirectly, by
Danzaemon. In addition, the Edo population included many immigrants
from rural areas who were not always listed on official census registries.

4. Edo, Land of Possibilities

It has been said of medieval cities in the West that "the urban
environment forms the individual." Although one may argue that
historical conditions of Edo differ, it was a city that created a similar
type of free environment. Even under the constrained atmosphere of the
class structure and feudal rule, many samurai, merchants, and students
from all regions of the nation gathered in Edo. Edo became the location
for persons of similar interests, beliefs, and desires to come together and
raise the level of their respective skills. The world of arts and sciences
opened opportunities for those of talent who were willing to study hard,
regardless if one were a masterless samurai or the son of a farmer. Those
who were successful could find a position as a teacher or consul to a

daimyo or, on occasion, be approached to consult for the shogun or the
bakufu.

5. Foreign Relations during the Age of Isolation

During the early of Edo period, the Bakufu encouraged trade with
other Asian countries. But soon thereafter the bakufu began to impose
limits on foreign travel. This change in policy stemmed from the
bakufu's desire to stop the spread of Christianity and to monopolize trade
and information. In 1639 Portugese ships were banned from Japanese
harbors, signaling the start of the national isolationist policy. Foreign
trade was limited to the Dutch and Chinese, and was permitted occurred
only at the port of Nagasaki.



Dellegations from Korea and the Ryukyo Islands (present-day
Okinawa) continued to come to Japan. The national isolation policy
continued for some two centuries until 1853, when U.S. Commodore
Peery arrived to "Open" Japan to the West.

6. Interest in Foreign Items

Edo period Japan is often portrayed as having been entirely
closed-off to the world, but in fact links to the Dutch, Chinese, and
Koreans remained strong. Indeed, everyone from the Shogun down to
commoners was interested in foreign culture and learning. Articles
imported from abroad were highly fashionable, and Shogun Tokugawa
Yoshimune (1684-1751) was interested in Western sciences. Interest in
China, not just the West, was also strong. When Chikamatsu's pupet
play, The Batttles of Coxinga, with its Chines setting was staged during
the late 17" century, it was highly popular among the Edo people.
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Ayutthaya and Paris

Pierre Pichard, EFEO

On 12 August 1686, The Second embassy send by King Narai to King
Louis XIV entered Paris after a long sailing journey from Ayutthaya.
They visited the major Parisian landmarks of the time, were given a
royal audience in Versailles on 1* September, and travelled to northemn
France before leaving for Siam on 1% March 1687.

At that time, Paris had a population of some 500,000 inhabitants, on an
area of approximately 8 sq. km, which is not very far to the size of
Ayutthaya Island. Because land travels were slow and uncomfortable,
the Seine River that flows across Paris had a much larger importance
that it has presently. Like in Ayutthaya, there was a hectic life of the
river, and most of the goods as well as a fair number of passengers came
to the city by boat. The whole city relied on the river was frozen for two
months and the general food shortage led to the death of 30,000 people.

Throughout these 17" and 18" centuries AD, the streetscape of the
French capital was deeply transformed. The old medieval houses, built
on narrow plots, were gradually replaced by higher and larger ones, their
tile roofs giving place to slate and metal ones. The successive kings
launched large-scale project of city planning, widening the streets,
creating new open places and perspectives and founding impressive
buildings which King Narai's ambassadors visited, included large
hospitals like "Les Invalides", theatres, churches and convents, palaces
for the nobility, the recently completed astronomical observatory and the
new stone bridges across the river.
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Batavia and Ayutthaya

Anthony Reid, UCLA

Batavia and Ayutthaya stood at opposite ends of the corridor,
which has always been the central communications axis of Southeast
Asia. Through this corridor all maritime trade between India (and the
Middle East and Europe) and China had to pass. Along it a variety of
commercial centres flourished, in competition but also in symbiosis, as
entrepots for trade goods going to the northeast and northwest. They
naturally became economic, political and cultural centres for Southeast
Asia too.

For much of the period from the seventh to twelfth centuries,
various ports in eastern Sumatra and the Malayan Peninsula occupied the
key role in this corridor, as part of a kingdom or kingdoms we now call
Sriwijaya. The Chao-Phraya delta became a contestant in this activity -
only when the founders of Ayutthaya in the fourteenth century drained
the swamps and created a viable settlement at an important river
juncture. From the first Ayutthaya mission to China in 1371, the
Siamese capital became a major entrepot for supplying China with the
products of tropical Asia, and distributing Chinese as well as
Indochinese goods in exchange.

Despite periodic challenges from Pasai, Melaka, Pahang, Patani
and Cambodia (the Mekong delta), Ayutthaya retained its leadership for
most of the subsequent two centuries, until the collapse of the mid-
sixteenth century which led to the Burmese conquest of 1569, That
collapse coincided with a reordering of Southeast Asian trade. Chinese
private trade to the south was legalised also in 1569, and it found two
newly established ports more interesting than the devastated Thai port.
Spanish Manila provided a wonderful supply of New World silver; and
Muslim Banten became the greatest supplier of pepper to China as well
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as a well-placed port for exchanging Indian and Chinese goods. After its
foundation by the Dutch Company (VOC) in 1619, Batavia rapidly took
over the role of Banten and extended it to become the greatest port in
Asia.

Although Ayutthaya made a comeback as a regional port after
1600, and flourished particularly in this role under Narai (1657-88), it
could not compete with Batavia as an all Asian entrepot in the second
half of the seventeenth century. Batavia was the nucleus of an aggressive
VOC strategy of dominating the most lucrative high points of Intra-
Asian trade from Nagasaki to the Persian Gulf. In the period 1650-1730
the VOC sent an average of 26 ships a year out from Netherlands ports
to Batavia, while 18 a year came home. Most of the remainder stayed to
serve the inter-Asian trade, where the VOC had about 90 heavily armed
ships plying the routes at any one time. This strength enabled the VOC
to impose by force monopolies or quasi-monopolies of such products as
cloves (Ambon), nutmeg (Banda), pepper (south Sumatra and western
Java), and tin (Malayan Peninsula), These exports in turn helped to prise
open vital markets such as Japan, Persia, and (northern) Vietnam, where
the VOC had privileged access. Batavia was enriched by trade goods
aggressively gamered from all quarters of Asia. The goods thereby made
available attracted Asian traders in large numbers (1440 small boats
from the Japanese coastal ports alone visited Batavia in its peak year,
1684). Ayutthaya, by contrast, had to rely solely on the attractiveness of
its port to traders coming from east and west.

Despite its large commercial role than Ayutthaya in the heyday of
the two ports, Batavia was a much smaller city. While around 1680
Ayutthaya probably had over 150,000 inhabitants, Batavia had a
carefully enumerated 31,553 (1679). The difference in these populations
was instructive. Ayutthaya's was inflated by the large number of
retainers of the royal court and the great Siamese officials, who alone
lived inside the walls of the large royal island (about 5 square km) in the
Chaophraya river. In addition a much larger population sprawled along
the waterways around this central island, made up not only of Thais but
of Mons, Vietnamese, Laos, Khmers, Malays, Makassarese, Chinese,
Japanese, Persians, Indian Muslims, Portuguese, French, Dutch and
English,



3

Batavia was a far more controlled and compact city. Its much
smaller walled area was the abode of more than half the population in
1679, living in European or Chinese style brick buildings neatly arrayed
along the city's rectangular grid of canals and streets. OF the 18,000
within the walls, 2,230 were Europeans (mostly Company servants) or
Mestizos, 2,484 Chinese, 1,370 the category of Asian Christians know as
Mardijkers (because some were freed slaves). There were 10,731 slaves
of these three groups, but chiefly of the Europeans, comprising nearly
60% of the total. Outside the walls the population was more mixed, but
5,357 were still Europeans, Mestizos and Mardijkers, and 5,264 were
their slaves. The non-slave Indonesian population was notable for its
marginality, only 3,595 strong (11%) in the whole city and mainly
scattered in semi-rural villages around its outskirts,

Where Ayutthaya attracted people of all kinds from its hinterland
and beyond, Batavia was a very controlled city fearful of allowing
Japanese or other Indonesian Muslims in. A large proportion of those
few free Indonesians were freed slaves, and many of the remainder were
the dependents of soldiers who fought with the Dutch in various
campaigns. Even rival Europeans such as French or English could settle
with the greatest difficultly in Batavia, whereas Ayutthaya made them
welcome. Batavia was built in an opulent Dutch style, using waterways
for transportation much a Ayutthaya did, and with streets and canals laid
out in more orderly a fashion than in any Dutch city of the day. There
are advantages for the historian in this tight control. Batavia has left us
records far more detailed than any other Southeast Asian city of the
period, and from them we learn much of the social and cultural life of all
groups of the population.




Ayutthaya as a port city: Cosmopolitan aspects

Dhiravat Na Pombejra

The particular theme of this special seminar is the Ayutthaya
kingdom's external relations, especially its contacts with other states in
Asia. Basic assumptions are thus being made about the nature of
Ayutthaya's trade and about the characteristics of Ayutthaya as a city.
These assumptions are that the Siamese kingdom's commerce was
overwhelmingly maritime, and that its capital was an international port.
Life and society in any international port was bound to have an element
of cosmopolitanism. Recent research and commentaries tend to confirm
that this was so, but how does this picture accord with the conventional
portrayal of Siam as an agrarian state controlled by an administrative
bureaucrary? I would like to try, among other things, to relate the
"cosmopolitan" aspects of the city of Ayutthaya to the more "traditional"
elements of the Siamese State

Anyone who tries to do research on the history of sixteenth to
eighteenth century Siam is faced with the very contrasting natures of the
evidence. The main Siamese sources, the royal chronicles, are mainly
concerned with the traditional activities of the kings: politics, warfare,
merit making, and so on. The most voluminous foreign archives either
concentrate on trade and diplomacy (the Dutch and English East India
Company archives,the French government archives) or proselytising
activities( the French Foreign Mission archives). The Chineses dynastic
chronicles reflect Ayutthaya's place in the tributary system conceived
and dominated by China. Such natural, but marked, divergences in
subject matter helps explain the way historians have portrayed the city of
Avyutthaya: as the capital of a "centralised staic” and as a cosmopolitan

entrepot.
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What did foreign visitors to the city of Ayutthaya first notice about
the Siamese capital? The majority of western observers wrote of course
about the monasteries, pagodas, and the Royal Palace, but they also
mentioned the canals and the rivers. The waterborne way of life of
Ayutthaya residents was very striking to foreigners, hence the
comparisons with Venice and Amsterdam. The markets of Ayutthaya
were varied in nature and numerous, and included some "floating"
(waterborne) markets too. Commerce in the seventeenth century thrived:
that much is clear from the surviving records, and is even reflected in
Siamese chronicular evidence, which refer to the "French [sic] sea
captain" Phaulkon. The Sri Lanka envoys that visited Siam in the mid-
eighteenth century also wrote about the busy commercial traffic in the
port of Ayutthaya, But the Europeans, especially, emphasised that the
major trader in Ayutthaya, and indeed in the whole kingdom, was the
king himself. The role of the king as a great merchant, with his own
ships and junks, as well as his storehouses and monopolies, must have
been taken for granted by the chroniclers, who preferred to record
political and dynastic events.

Even from foreign documents, it is still nevertheless evident that
Ayutthaya was the capital of a Theravada Buddhist state dominated by a
royal court, which was in turn presided over by a king who was revered
almost as a god. The king's fortified palace was in some ways a city-
within-a-city, while the most splendid of Ayutthaya's monasteries were
the royal monasteries. The city was at its most replendent during days
when there were royal ceremonies or processions. The dominance of the
king's court over the life of the city seems undeniable, but Ayutthaya
was more than a settlement serving the needs of the king and his family
alone. The official class or nobility (Khunnang) grew into an important
class in Siamese society. Its political and social significance was tied up
with the royal court, but by the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries its
members had become key parts of a cosmopolitan port city as well.
Indeed, the official class soon absorbed into its ranks several non-
Siamese personnel. As Anthony Reid (1993) has observed, the island-
city of Ayutthaya was in parts sparsely settled, with only the areas near
the port and the "Moors" and Chinese streets being heavily populated.
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The northern part of the city was thus dominated by the palace, while the
southeastern was oriented towards the port. The not inconsiderable
interests of the palace were nevertheless tied up with those of the port.

The Ayutthaya of the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries was a major
port of the trading worlds of South and Southeast Asia: the trading world
of the South China Sea and, through the port of Mergui, that of the Bay
of Bengal. It also had longstanding trading and diplomatic contacts with
East Asia. The city of Ayutthaya was able to welcome ships and junks
right up to its walls, and the travelling distance from the capital to the
Gulf of Siam was only a couple of days. The larger ships stayed at the
Bar of Siam, unloading their cargoes onto river craft, while smaller
vessels sailed up to the port near Pom Phet. Foreign traders hoping to
drive a profitable trade in Siam had to contact the Siamese authorities,
specificially the officials of the phrakhlong ministry who were
responsible for trade, foreign affairs, and the royal treasuries. The
regular interaction between Siamese officials and foreign traders resulted
among other things in the development of a social milien, which was
neither a "court society" nor a purely mercantile one. The foreigners
(Chinese, Indians, Persians, and even Europeans) were often absorted
into the Siamese bureaucracy mostly in their capacity as trader or
seafarer, while the Siamese officials who had good contacts with the
foreign trading communities were able to engage in trade themselves.
This happened in spite of Gervaise's apparently accurate statement that
for the noblemen of Siam, trade was an activity beneath their dignity. As
time passed, the "foreign" officials married "native" women, and their
womenfolk married Siamese officials or courties. "Family politics” in
seventeenth and eighteenth century Ayutthaya, as demonstrated by
David K. Wyatt (1994), reflected this international aspect of Ayutthayan
elite society.

The theme of contacts with other states and peoples, especially in
commerce, has never ceased to be an important part of the research
agenda for historians of Ayutthaya. Inevitably, the relations of
Ayutthaya with foreign countries has offen seemed like a story told by



4

the European primary sources, simply because these documents are more
accessible and/or voluminous than Asian sources, with the exception of
the Chinese, and to a lesser extent the Japanese/Ryukyan sources.
Recently some Nagasaki port records have been translated into English
by Yoneo Ishii. The international conference organised by Dr. Charnvit
Kasetsiri on Ayutthaya and Asia a few years ago was therefore a
welcome effort to redress the balance, albeit still relying not a title on
western source materials. From any cursory glances at the foreign
primary sources, the cosmopolitan and commercial aspects of the city of
Ayutthaya come readily to the fore.

Did Ayutthaya become an urban society with manufacturers anf
consumers by the eighteenth century? How big, in fact, was the city of
Ayutthaya? It was said by Europeans in the seventeenth century to have
been as big as London. The city was spread out beyond the strict
confines of the walled island-city bordered by the Chao Phraya, Pasak,
and Lopburi Rivers, consisting of various ban or village-like
communities. The population of the city during the period 1617 - 1686
has been estimated by Anthony Reid (1993) to have been around
200,000. The inhabitants of Ayutthaya were not farmers: some may have
bred pigs or cultivated fruit trees, but there were also courties, officials,
monks, market people, traders, seaman, mercenaries, and missionaries.
Many lower-ranking people must have been engaged in the care of the
royal elephants and horses, and formed the encourage of the grandees ar
high officials. The manifold occupations of people in this city testify v
its status as a major administrative and commercial urban centre. One of
the key Siamese documents of the eighteenth century, the so-called
"Testimony of Khunluang Wat Pradu Songtham", describes in
fascinating detail the thriving markets in the capital, the various quarters
and settlements of Ayutthaya. The residents of the old capital were able
to buy component parts for assembling a Siamese-style house: furniture;
ready-made clothes of various styles; Chinese, Khmer and Lao silks;
Indian textiles; as well as Chinese and Siamese sweets-to give only some
examples.
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Contact with the various merchants and markets of Asia led to a
consistent demand in the city of Ayutthaya for certain goods. The most
striking examples of this was perhaps the demand for Indian textiles.
Painted and printed cotton clot from Gujerat and, especially, the
Coromandel Coast, were to much prized by the court that some of it was
manufactured to Siamese patterns of thepphanom, garuda, and Indra
riding Erawan, often using the Siamese flame motif as decoration. (see
Guy 1998) The fragrant rosewater of Persia was also imported by
foreign traders into the port of Ayutthaya, both for courtly consumption
and for use in elite society. Many Siamese households, presumably those
which could afford it, were by the late seventeeth century imbibing
Chinese tea regularly. Chinese ceramic wares were imported into Siam
in large quantities, not only for use at the royal court. Tastes therefore
evolved, and became more international. The material life of the
"average" Siamese did not perhaps change significant, but for residents
of Ayutthaya a wider range of goods was available, as well as a broader
spectrum of entertianments. Therewas Chinese opera and Mon dance,
for instance, available for hire in any social festivity.

Did the contacts with other peoples and other cultures lead to any
deeper intellectual changes in the citizens of Ayutthaya? Michel Jacg-
Hergoualc'h, in his study of European cultural apports (Contributions) to
Siam during the Ayutthaya Period (1993), concludes rather bleakly that
the west had virtually no intellectual or cultural impact on Siam. The
book by Dirk Van der Cruysse on Louis XIV and Siam (1991)
emphasises that the tragic consequences of the diplomatic contacts
between France and Siam originated from misunderstandings, a clash of
mentalities. But did the activities of Ayutthaya as an international port
result in no changes whatover, apart from- fluctuations in commercial
profit and loss, and some additions to the material life of the city
(especially its elite)? I would like to modify this rather negative and
static view of Ayutthaya. The commodities which came from abroad,
and the foreign languages which became more familiar as time went on
(Chinese, Malay, and Portuguese-to name the three most significant
ones) must have broadened the Ayutthaya resident's knowledge of the
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world beyond the Siamese capital. To put }t on the most basic level, the
"world" as known and envisaged by an edihcated Siamese of 1750 must
have been much wider than that of his counterpart in the 1400s...

The city of Ayutthaya in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
was thus a fascinating mixture of the "traditional" agrarian mainland
Southeast. Asian capital and a more maritime-oriented community. The
external contacts Ayutthaya had throughout its four centuries' history led
directly and almost inevitably to its development as a cosmopolitan city,
or at the very least a city which had significant cosmopolitan aspects.
This trading port thrived within the largér framework of an agrarinn
monarchical state, a state which functioned administratively through’ﬂe
efficient control of manpower but also derived much of its economic
strength from foreign commerce. ?

|
|
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