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Keynote Address
SIAM/LOOKING BACK—THAILAND/LOOKING FORWARD:
KING CHULALONGKORN IN THAI COLLECTIVE MEMORY

Maurizio Peleggi

There are few countries in the world today in which framed portraits of a nineteenth-century
monarch can be seen hanging prominently in public premises and on display for sale in a
remarkable variety of types and sizes. One such country i1s Thailand, where images of King
Chulalongkorn, especially in Bangkok, are as ubiquitous as those of the incumbent sovereign and
accorded equal respect.

Rama V, whose 150" birthday anniversary we commemorate today, occupies a central
place in Thailand’s official historical narrative as the monarch who transformed traditional Siam
into @ modern country while averting the threat of Western colonialism. He is credited with
abolishing serfdom, promoting education and economic development, establishing diplomatic
relations with most Furopean countries, and making the Stamese kingdom known worldwide
during his reign of forty-two years. By most accounts, he had a likable personality that made him
cqually at ease with other crowned heads and his own subjects; he was also an accomplished
scholar and writer and a keen observer of foreign customs. Little wonder, then, that the memory
ot this remarkable king should be held dear by the Thai people and even be highlighted by the
UNESCO list of worldwide historical personalities.

The portraits of KC in western-style uniform or civilian suit on public display do not just
perpetuate collective memory of him; they also remind the Thais that they achieved the status of
& siwdlai country autonomously, at the time when neighbouring countries were under the yoke of
western colonialism. As such, one can see these porlfaits as signifiers of Thailand’ self-image as
a modern nation. In fact, portraits of KC arc more than that: they are icons for public devotion,
possessed of a sacral status; and, as befitting the worship of holy images, they are presented with
flower garlands, incense sticks, and other kinds of offerings. The most imposing of the RV
portraits, his equestrian statue in Dusit, has been the focus of an annual commemoration since

1912 and has even become the gathering point for the followers of a religious cult of sort.



In this talk I intend to explore the distinct memorializing practices associated with KC in
contemporary Thailand: official commemoration, which remembers him as the founding father
of the modern nation; popular devotion, which worships him as a tutelary spirit; and media
representation, which in books and magazines portrays him as a conspicuoﬁs consumer with a
taste for western commodities. Through having different historical origins and social function,
these memorializing practices do not necessarily exclude each other; indeed, their points of
contact may be as significant as their differences in understanding how Thai society today
remembers KC.

L

Royal portraiture was one of the many European cultural imports from Europe that took root in
Siam in the Fourth and Fifth reigns. Until the mid-nineteenth century, there was no tradition of
royal portraiture in Siam due to the taboo on the display and representation of the sovereign’s
body. The memory of departed sovereigns was kept alive by Buddha images that were dedicated
posthumously, following a custom inherited from the Khmer court (Apinan 1990:36-38). This
situation began to change in the Fourth Reign, as King Mongkut allowed photographers and
artists to take his portraits. In the memoirs of his travels in the Far East, Scottish photo-reporter
John Thomson recounted his session with King Mongkut in Bangkok, and how his instructions
about sitting poses had to be communicated to the king by an interpreter bent in the customary
genuflecting position (Thomson 1875).

The daguerreotype, the primitive version of the camera invented in 1839, made King
Mongkut and Chulalongkorn visible to people outside Siam even before than to their subjects.
The Siamese embassies dispatched to the courts of Queen Victoria, Napoleon III, and Pope Pius
IX, presented them with daguerreotype portraits of King Mongkut and his queen and children
(Sakda 1992). The young Prince Chulalongkorn grew up amidst this novel appreciation of
portraiture as a sign of forward-looking thinking and a vehicle of diplomacy; indeed, John
Thomson took also the first portrait of Chulalongkorn, aged twelve. From then onward, cameras
documented every major event of his reign (his two coronations in 1868 and 1873; his visits to
Asian and European countries; pageants and royal ceremonies) as well as many of his private
moments (such as the court outings and parties), making Rama V one of the most photographed
sovereigns of his time.

Official portraits of KC and his family were taken in Bangkok’s commercial photo
studios, especially that of the German Robert Lenz. Some of these portraits were then used as

models for oil portraits commissioned to European artists (like that of the royal family by the



Florentine artist Odoardo Gelli); and, in the final years of the Fifth Reign, even reproduced on
picture postcards. Even within the court there were many practitioners of photography, starting
with the king himself, and cameras became perhaps the most common of the western gadgets of
which RV was so found of. [KC took such a liking in cameras and photography that, towards the
end of his reign, he organized a photographic competition at the fund-rising fair of Wat
Ratchabophit.| As a result, historians have at their disposal a valuable stock of visual documents.
More important is, however, the role that such a wealth of images, reproduced and circulated in
printed and now even electronic media, plays in fostering collective memory of KC in the
present — a point to which I shall come back later.

In many ways, the memorializing project associated with King Chulalongkorn started as
early as the final years of the Fifth Reign itself. Beginning in 1894, the celebration of the king’s
birthday, which had been previously a court affair, was transformed into a public event with the
launch of the ‘birthday bridge programme’ whereby the royal pursue donated money to built
modern bridges in Bangkok in replacement of older structures; in so doing, royal anniversaries
were memorialized by inscription onto the city’s physical sites, The intention of creating a
framework of memories for the later commemoration of the Fifth Reign as the founding moment
of Siamese modernity is most clearly revealed by the series of royal celebrations that took place
during 1907/1908 |BE 2450/1).

First, an imposing pageant was staged on 17 November 1907 to welcome Rama V back
from Europe. Nine triumphal arches were erected along Ratchadamnoén to frame the royal
progress from the landing stage at the Grand Palace to Dusit Park. People stood along the
processional route, which was decked with festoons and decorations, while the arches were lit by
clectric bulbs. Representatives of the Indian, Chinese and European business communities paid
homage to the king, who in his speech at the start of the progress proudly claimed the
achievements of his reign and framed them in the perspective of ‘a movement to progress
characteristic of our age’. The following December, a three-day festival was organized in
Avyutthaya, to celebrate Chulalongkorn’s achievement of a reign as long as that of Ramathibodi
II's. Different from the dazzling spectacle staged in Bangkok two weeks before, the pageants in
Ayutthaya had a historical theme, which was perfectly served by the local ruins. The English-
language newspaper, Bangkok Times (2 December 1907), pointed out that ‘The idea of the
festivities was to recall that past and set it before the eyes of the people of today...". One of the
events that marked the Ayutthaya celebrattons was the launch of Borankhadi Samosom, whose

task, as set out by KC in his inaugural speech, was the compilation of a history of Siam based on



the empirical scrutiny of documents and archaeological remains. Thus, the study of the past of
Siam was promoted at the same time that its progress was being celebrated.

Finally, in November 1908, a week of celebrations marked RV’s ‘record reign’ of forty
years, the longest so far in Thai history (a record that HM King Bhumibol surpassed in 1996).
The ‘record reign’ was marked by the production of what French historian Pierre Nora calls lieux
de memoire, or ‘mnemonic sites’, which under-lined the momentousness of the event and
allowed for its later recollection. The most significant of these mnemonic sites was the
equestrian monument placed in the middle of the Phra Lan, the wide open space in the newly
built Dusit district. Cast in Paris and paid for by a public subscription as a token of gratitude to
the king, the larger-than-life bronze statue was unveiled on the first day of the jubilee in front of
a large crowd. According to Prince Damrong Rachanubap, RV got inspired to have such a
monument after visiting Louis XIV’s palace in Versailles in 1907: ‘the king noted that an
equestrian statue of himself in the open space where Ratchadamnoen joins the grounds of the AS
would look majestic as much as those in the European countries’ (Damrong 1961). [A closer
examination of the chronology indicates that RV had in fact decided upon such a monument well
before then, as he visited the sculptor workshop where the statue was cast as soon as he arrived
in Paris in June 1907.] The Thai language did not possess a word for ‘equestrian monument’
(after all, the animal associated with royal status in Siam, as in other Indianized cultures of the
region, was not the horse, but the elephant); thus, the new expression phraboromrup songma was
coined by lexical cast of the English one. Commemorative medals and stamps (a first for Siam)
were also issued to mark the ‘record reign’, while the contributors to the statue received special
certificates according to the sum they had donated.

The speeches that Crown Prince Vajiravudh and King Chulalongkorn gave at the
ceremony of unveiling of the equestrian monument significantly framed the reign’s
achievements in historical perspective, linking Siam’s past to its present and even future times,
from whence it would be remembered. The Crown Prince referred to his father’s reign as a
‘record in the history of the Siamese nation [sayam prathet] that surpasses those of al! previous
sovereigns, from ancient Ayutthaya ... down to the present’; to Rama V as ‘an avatar [awatan]
who came at the most opportune time when Siam endeavoured to tread from the old ways to the
new path of progress [pen wela huato rawang keo kap mai]’; and to the statue as a ‘testimony for
future generations of shared feelings [rusuk haeng] ... which shalt forever stand as a national
monument of our heart{elt devotion [anusaori haeng khwamcongrak phakdi] 1o Your Royal

Person.” In his reply, KC appraised his own reign from a long temporal perspective. He started



by noticing that his father had not had the time to effect the internal reforms demanded by the
opening to commercial and diplomatic relations with the West; he himself, RV continued, had
needed the time span of one generation to accomplish such reforms. Still, the achievements of
the previous forty years surpassed those of the previous five centuries: ‘The monument to be
unveiled’, the king concluded, ‘would stand as both an encouragement towards a brighter future
and a reminder of social harmony in Siam’ {..] (Krom Silpakorn 1984).

The other site intended to mark the record reign anniversary, Ananta Samakhom throne
hall, had considerable less success. KC had strongly wanted the new building despite the
reservations of the Interior minister, Chaophraya Yomarat, and entrusted its design and
realization to the Italian architects of the PWD, Its foundation stone was laid in a ceremony a few
hours before the unveiling of his equestrian statue, and it was expected to be built in a couple of
years. As it happened, however, the Ananta Samakhom was completed only in 1916, during the
reign of King Vajiravudh, who had shown little interest in the throne hall and never used it for
royal functions. After the coup d’etat of June 1932, it briefly served as a detention centre for
some nobles and high officials. Then, in December 1932, it housed the ceremony of granting of
the [irst constitution, presided over by King Prajadhipok. It then became the seat of the national
assembly until the construction of the new parliament building in 1977. In the present reign, HM
King Bhurmibol has reinforced the association of the Ananta Samakhom with constitutional rule
by officiating there the opening of parliament (Peleggi 2002: Ch. 4).

When King Chulalongkorn passed away, on 23 October 1910, the memory of the ‘record
reign’ celebrations must have been still fresh in many people’s minds. It is said that such a long
teme had gone by since the last royal cremation that the palace officials had to consult the court
codes 1o arrange the cremation ceremony, which took place five months later, on 16 March 1911,
In spite of the traditionalist mise en scene, this was the first royal cremation in Thai history
which the rarsadon was not only allowed but actually encouraged to attend by a royal decree.
Some ten to twelve thousand commoners reportedly attended the ceremony, and water tanks and
refreshments were placed along the procession’s route for their convenience (Peleggi 2002:
Chap. 5). The cremation ceremony sealed the collective memory of the fifth reign as a new era in
Siamesce history, in which sovereign and subjects had come to be bonded by a sort of filial
relationship; thereafter, RV would be remembered not as the king of Siam, but the king of the
Stamese. It would be mistaken, however, to take this novel public demonstration of allegiance to
the ruler as a form of representative government; rather, it fit in the paternalistic mould of

enlightened absolutism firmly upheld by KC.



Wan piya maharat, or Rama V Day, on the 23 of October was instituted as early as 1912.
Like the ‘invented traditions’ that flourished in Europe in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries (Hobsbawm and Ranger 1983), this national holiday was one of King Vajiravudh’s
initiatives designed to foster a Thai national identity, centred on a common history and shared
heritage. In common with other national commemorations instituted around that time, wan piva
maharat was the creation of the ruling elite for, though not about, the people, who were to
remember in the temporal framework of what has been called ‘national time’ (Lerner 1993) a
male figure as founding father of the nation and carrier of national progress. Rama V Day was
observed even during the government of Marshal Phibun Songkhram (1938-1944), when many
royal ceremonies were scrapped off and the symbolic centrality of the monarchical institution,
following King Prajadhipok’s abdication in 1935, was challenged. Luang Phibun also tried to
promote a national memory distinct from, and to an extent opposed to, that of the Chakri
dynasty. In 1940 he had the Democracy Monument built to commemorate the eighth anniversary
of the overthrow of the absolute monarchy in 1932; and, in his comeback after WWII, had the
Italian sculptor naturalized Thai, Sin Phirasi (Corrado Feroci), realize the equestrian monument
of King Taksin, who had been deposed by the founder of the Chakri dynasty and executed on
charges of madness. The statue, which represents Taksin in a fierce posture brandishing his
sword to the sky, was placed in Thonburi, where he had established his palace, and is still today
the only equestrian monument in the Thai capital besides RV's.

The students and public servants who each year on 23 October gather in the Phralan to
place wreaths at the base of the RV monument perform a civic ritual of nationhood, in which
they act as representatives of the entire Thai ‘body politic’. They commemorate KC for
preserving the territorial integrity of the nation, making it wealthier through the promotion of
industry and commerce, and establishing a special bond between the sovereign and his
subjects—something that Thais recognize as the defining hallmark of Rama IX’s reign as well,
Indeed, as the exceptional duration of the present reign spans the living memory of four
generations of Thais, it ideally connects back to the Fifth Reign, suggesting a dynastic continuum
of benevolent and beneficent rule that erases from collective memory the less glorious days of
the Chakri dynasty.

* o *
In the early 1990s, the equestrian monument of KC became the focal point of a different kind of
commemoration, not initiated by the state but born spontaneously among the Bangkok middle

and lower middle class. Worshippers started gathering around the statue on the evenings of



Thursday, and then also Thursday, with offerings of flowers and candles, and also luxury
consumer items such as French cognac and Cuban cigars. According to gjan Nithi lawsiwong
(1992), who was among the first to study the RV cult, its initial followers comprised mostly
businessmen and entrepreneurs, who saw their fortunes grew considerably in the economic boom
from 1987 to 1996 but also felt threatened by corruption, the dysfunctions of the state
administration, and the volatile nature of the financial market. They therefore took to praying the
king’s spirit for protection in their business. Nithi argues that the RV cult differs from that of
other entities endowed with supernatural powers (saksit) in that it took as its object not a
religious figure but a historical one, known not through famnan but school textbooks and
commemorations, and turned it into a deity (thep). Other scholars have traced the social and
geographical diffusion of the RV cult, from the middle class to the proletarians and from city to
the countryside, and linked 1t to other ‘religions of prosperity’ that emerged during the economic
boom (Jackson 1999).

The RV cult followers remember him more as a purveyor of prosperity (charoen) and
modernity (than samai) than as ruler and defender of the Thai nation; they invoke his memory
not through the formal title of piya maharat but the more familiar epithet of sadet pho; and pay
homage to him individually, for the sake of personal benefit and well-being, rather than
collectively, as members of the national community. On this basis, one could distinguish
between official commemoration as a civic ritual tied to national identity, and popular devotion
as a religious practice tied to individual or group identities, even though such a distinction may
not be so neat in the Thai cultural universe. The distinction is complicated both by Theravada
Buddhist cosmological conceptions of the sovereign as chakravartin (universal ruler) and
Bodhisatva-in-the-making; as well as by popular devotional practices, whereby images and relics
pereetved to possess supernatural powers are worshipped regardless of what they actually are
(Tossils of dinosaurs, in some cases) or whom they represent (as in the case of the statue of
Queen Victoria in the premises of the old British embassy in Bangkok, which more than a
century ago was worshipped as a fertility goddess and eventually had to be removed to halt what
for the British was an embarrassing idolatry). The very term phraboromrup in the expression
phraboromrup songma, suggests the “holiness” of the statue (rup), according to the traditional
association of the memory of departed kings to that of Bodhisatvas by means of the dedication of
images. Worship remains by and large alien to the more educated segment of the middle class,
such as academics and professionals, who consider it as superstitious. Thus, the authorities of

Chulalongkorn University forbade the placing of offerings before the statuary group of RV and



RVI on campus, though the ban is ignored, especially before exam time (Evans 2002:169). So,
paying homage to RV as a historical figure and worshipping him as a benign deity do not seem
to be two incompatible memorializing practices.

Yet another memorializing dimension emerged during the economic boom. This is the
media representation of KC as a big spender, indefatigable tourist, and art and food connoisseur,
which serves as a model for the new rich in quest of material sophistication and social
distinction. As the first Thai to have lived in a suburban villa with iron-wrought fence, spent
holidays abroad, drank wine and owned motorcars (not to mention writing a book of Western
recipes), RV definitely exercised a special appeal on the new rich engendered by the boom.
Cosmopolitan outlook, a taste for imported goods fuelled by unprecedented spending power, and
fascination with western exotica, prompted some observers to compare the pursuit of
lokhanuwat/lukhapiwat by the affluent urbanites in the 1990s with the pursuit of siwilai by the
Fifth Reign elite in the 1890s (Charnvit 1996). Accordingly, the press and the television have
freed the memory of King Chulalongkorn from the framework of national history that informs
textbooks and commemorations, and in its stead, represents him as a novel Prometheus who
bestowed the material gifts of modernity on the Thai people.

Moreover, as Thailand’s pace of development seemed to accelerate dramatically in the
last decades of the twentieth century, there emerged a collective nostalgia for late nineteenth-
century Siam, when the kingdom’s success story had supposedly started. Pandering to nostaigia
for Siamese than samai mai, magazines writers and free-lance historians (such as the prolific
Anaek Nawikamun) have written volume after volume on KC, which are illustrated by a wealth
of archival photographic material. These photographs are crucial to the representation of the
Fifth Reign as the cradle of Thai modernity because, as noted by American critic Susan Sontag
(1979), we think that ‘a society becomes modern when one of its chief activities is producing and
consuming images’. And, indeed, the images of Rama V in military uniform and bourgeois
outfit, sitting for photographs and taking photographs, journeying through the Siamese
countryside and European cities, induce people to remember him as a thoroughly ‘modern’
figure, partly national leader and partly world celebrity. This way of memorializing the piya
maharat differs from both official commemoration and popular devotion, as it lays emphasis
more on the private than the public dimension of KC’s life and on the hedonistic rather than the
onerous aspects of his activity. What this popular historical literature seems to suggest is that KC

too, like any average Thai, enjoyed his share of sanuk.



New rich aspirations and historical nostalgia come literally under one roof at Phratinang
Wimanmek, the teak mansion built by RV inside Dusit Park. The decaying mansion was rescued
from dilapidation in the early 1980s by the good offices of HM Queen Sirikit; it was retrofitted
with the latest (for the early 1900s) domestic accoutrements, including electric lamps and a bath
tub; and opened to the public as a museum of the Fifth Reign. Being Wimanmek a royal museum
{managed not by the Krom Silapakorn but by the Bureau of the Royal Household), it provides a
space for official commemoration. When visitors enters the room where the oil portrait of RV by
a French artist, Carolus-Duran, hangs on the wall above two royal thrones, they are required by
the guides to crawl on the floor as a sign of respect to the king’s memory. All around Wimanmek
lie the material evidence of RV’s ability to master western civilization without subjecting his
country to it: an array of imported furniture and assorted objects, bought by the king or given to
him as presents; even a collection of British-made horse carriages, displayed under an adjoining
pavilion.

In 1997, the national media rejoiced in the celebrations of the centenary of RV first trip to
Europe, which fortuitously coincided with HM KB’s fifth cycle, ideal continuation of the golden
Jubilee that had been celebrated the year before. RV trip was commemorated as a turning point in
the relations between Siam and the West and, in a sense, as the kingdom'’s joining the modern
world. A 24-part series documenting the European locations visited by the king was broadcasted
on Channel 5 (though the documentary followed the itinerary of the second trip in 1907); the
magazine Sinlapa watthanatham ran a series of articles on the subject; and academics joined
with a symposium suitably held at Chulalongkorn University. Even the ephemeral arches erected
along Ratchadamnoen for Rama IX’s jubilee and seventieth birthday made an explicit visual
reference to the arches erected to celebrate KC’s return from his second Europe tour, in 1907,

But then, as the economic boom turned into bust, Thais found themselves navigating in
dire straits. Some of those who had fervently praised the benefits of globalization became its
greatest critic, and the media voiced more than a degree of nationalist resentment as Thailand
had 10 undergo a recovery strategy dictated by international organizations such as the World
Bank and the IMF. Parallels were drawn with the crisis of 1893, when French gunboats were
anchored at the mouth of the Chaophraya to force Siam to alienate its eastern provinces. And
KC, who according to the national narrative had steered the country through the crisis
(admittedly by accepting the French demands), was highlighted as an example of the Thai ability
lo overcome troubles and restlience. If nineteenth-century western colonialism could be averted,

so would the interference of international financial institutions.
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Unlike history, with its objective viewpoint, chronological structure and coherent narrative,
memory is, by definition, subjective, trans-temporal (as it goes back and forth between the
present and the past), and contradictory—both at the personal and the social level. At the same
time, memory is closely tied to identity, both individual and collective, since it provides the
mental frameworks and the physical and intangible objects of recollection on which
communities, from families draw to shape their identities (Gillis 1994). In fact, neither memory
nor identity are not fixed realities, but social constructs that change over time, so their
relationship is historical, and it can be traced through the study of various forms of
commemoration — from monuments to museums and rituals.

We have seen that the memorializing of KC in contemporary Thai society is a pluralistic
and even discordant practice, whereby he is remembered in different guises (statesman, arbiter of
taste, and tutelary spirit) by different groups of people, and commemorated by civic ceremonies,
popular devotion, as well as the culture industry. Levels of social and educational attainment are
arguably important to determine the forms of commemoration one would observe, though they
are certainly not gate-keeping devices preventing an individual from engaging in different
memorializing practices. Indeed, it is important to realize that the institutional, devotional, and
commercialized forms described above coexist in the Thai public space, rather than opposing or
excluding each other. One could even argue that they support and interact with each other in
perpetvating the memory of the piva maharat across social, political and even territorial
boundaries, as the RV cult has now expanded into Laos. A veritable boom in statuary has also
occurred (according to a publication of the Krom Silpakorn) with 33 statues of RV cast since
1980, most of which have been installed in front of provincial offices (Evans 2002:169). This
situation suggests that the state is trying to keep pace with popular devotion in a sort of amicable
competition, while commodified memorial objects (books, framed portraits, medals, and New
Year cards) literally compete in the market of RV’s mementos - ‘Chutalongkorniana’, so to
speak. Not longer contained within the limits of state ideology and official commemoration, the
memory of RV has become open to appropriations and reconfigurations. In this sense, it is now a
truly ‘public memory’, reflecting the increasing importance of the public sphere in contemporary

Thai society.
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® “Intusschen acht de Raad het onderwerpelijk badoelde bezoek voor ons als van zeer andergeschikt belang; terwijl Hij het uit

dienhoofde en in verband tot het voorafgegane alleszins wenschelijk zou oordeelen indien het achterwege kon blijven”. Advies
van den Raad van Nederlandsch-Indie, 10-02-1871, N0.185; ANRI, AS.
¥ Advies van den Raad van Nederlandsch- Indie, 10- 02- 1871, No. 185; ANRI; AS.

" Telegrafen van Minister Colonies voor Governor General, 20- 02- 1871, No. 470; ANRI; AS.
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" en ¢.g. zal moeten worden ontvangen mel eerbawijzingen aan gekroonde hoofden verschuldigd.” Afdeeling C, Missive
Algemsene Secrelaris aan den Kommandant van het Leger en Chef van het Departement van Qcrlog in N.L., den Kommandant
der Zeamacht en Chef van het Departement dar Marine in N.I., Resident van Batavia, 21- (2- 1871, N0.319; ANRI, AS.

v Afdeeling C, Besluit van de Gouverneur Generaal aan Z.R. dan Minister van Buitenlandsche Zaken van het Rijk van Siam, le
Bangkok, 22- 02- 1871, No.17; ANRI, AS, Ag 3339.
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(widaRuraasiguna), Bataviaasch Handelsblad, Nieuw Bataviaasch Handelsblad Wat Java Bode 2 ATURARIT 23151 e
Samarangsche Courant WY De Locomatiet 2 S0L=1N fi:"m'}mﬁﬂ Soerabaiasch Handelsblad WAt Insulinde Nieuws en
Advertentieblad 2 aUuann ﬂﬁﬂqﬁu(Pasoeroean) Af Pasoeroeansch Nieuws en Advertentieblad WAt Handelsblad voor
Pasceroean en Omstreken 1 U0 #§3101§A0 (Surakarta) A9 De Vorstenlanden- Nieuws- en Advertentieblad SNUAMNIEY17
AB Sumatra Courant 490 1a(Padang) URe Makassaarsch Handelsbiad ann ya15 (Makassar) uszsReRaniamulu
munae3 ety Ae Bintang Baratann WA, Seiompret Mefajoe A1N &NNF3 W8T Bintang Timor a1n #57U181
“yenanndeys Rt afLaL LRIV H Ut AU AL Gl ludastiie afe wu fradadrigunalaldantuds
11,000,000 Aewsuunsfouiuaiall. Bintang Barat, 11-01-187".

15 “Heerscht volgens de laatste mailberichten in Nederand eene pokkenepidemie van de kwaadaardigste soort, waaraan den
Haag. Rotterdam en Utrecht het grootste contigent in slachtoffers levert, 'evenement du jour of liever de ziekte welke thans de
stad onzer inwoning schijnt te hebben aangegrepen, is van meer onschutdiger aard;-- doch, maakt ze slachtoffers, dan zijn het
diegenen welke thans aan de ziekte lijden welke men gerust Siammania- furibundz zoude kunnen noemen;-- en het getal

daarmede behebt, schijnt niet gering te zijn." Insulinde, 06-04-1871.
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" “Het aangekondigds programma voor de ontvangst van den Vorst bleef gehandhaafd,--zaadat de drukte niet gering was en
aller gesprekken zich ol Siam's Koning bepaalden;--de dames hadden natuurlijk nog een strikje en flikje, de haeren hunne
gegalloneerde rokken en eereteekans nog eens aan een nspectie te ondarwarpen.” Insulinde, 06-04-1871.

" Javasche Courant, 28-03-1871.

* “Sapandjang djalanan besar dari boom sampe d: rcema toewan besar terialoe bagoes diatoarnja sampe kita tida dapet
perkata- an boeatl trangken itoe karamean. .

Sapandjang dianlanan kotta sampe di cedik. di iogar soldadoe- soldadoe njang bederek- derek, ada sarat dicega dengan
arang- orang blanda, tjina, islam, laki- laki begitoe djoega prampoean dan anak- anak.

Di pingir kali moetain dari Djembatan Mangga besar sampe di sebrang roema toean besar mancesia berdiri seperti pagget,
sdaloe- satoe maoce reboeel tempat berdin.

i roema toewan besar di pagger- in oleh soldadoe- scldadoe schutteri]. Stafmoeziek berdiri dekat tanga roema toewan besar.”
Binfang Barat, 28-03-1871.

N “Begitoe radja masocek lantas moesiek main lagoe Siam dan lagoe Blanda serta barisan schulterij bersoerak- soerak 3 kali,

handera Siam lantas naik atas tiang bandera dan mariam di benteng kasi hormat 21 kafi,
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Abis begitoe radja Siam di samboet oleh lid- lid dari Raad van India dan tcewan- toewan sekretaris gouvernment, di antar bawa
masoek, bartamoe dengan toewan besar.” Bintang Barat, 29-03-1871.
* *Onze Singapoersche collega heeft niets {e veel gezegd van de zelfbeheersching en waardigheid, waarmede de jeugdige
vorst zich beweegt. Hij heeft angetwijfeld bij allen eenen gunstigen indruk achtergelaten.” Batawviaasch Handelsblad, 27-03-
1871,
21 4% Ball WeRl Harmonie uaw Concordia Club Snnsanussantvfiatinagatans T Ball f Harmonie Club lufiuf 3 huumnde
Frinmilaite Nieuw Bataviaasch Handelsblad $uft 30 funen Tmeauin Tutaefinssrmenaiidinmnuiaheunnei
uazsavesaenufiumilluussansadianan Nieuw Bataviaasch Handelsblac Wiamuindudtyqyéneniuasdawiadieds auuté
ﬁﬂfnﬁwméms‘ﬁwzﬁuian “De troonzaal was met de viaggen van alie natien getooid, waarlusschen talkens de Siamsche vlag
was aangebracht, als symboal van de unie die Siam met den wereldhandel had aangegaan.” (Nieuw Batawviaasch Handelsblad,
36-03-1871) Wwaeue Bintang Barat Ana1ai auwayluanndURTLIME AT Ry TRUT AT URe R “Didatam rosmabolla
orang soeda rias- in dengan rcepa- roepa bandera dari segala bangsa dan di selat- selatnja ada bandera Siam, iloe mengasi
landa njang Siam ada berdame dengan sekalian bangsa Europa, njang dateng berdagang di negri Siam.” (Bintang Baraf, 01-
04-1871).

WENNMIANUAEN ARt At Ida Tua Bal ¥ 2 muﬁaﬁmiqﬁm«an’iﬁlwtﬂmﬂumm"ﬁuﬂammmﬁﬂumw
i w sair Kadatangan Sri Maharaja Siam of Betawi (Sair < jluvuAndrsiusesiadd> NsafAs LRI NERT R e
wAne) Tnanadraenlifiwiqed Concorcia Club (Aufl 5 luumiduiuldgnuionmenliduaamngetlavnuidhugdn g 3o
qudaslfwmidednudn vawss ity

“Kembang apinya ci konkordia,

Suda lama disuru sedia;

Di liat bagus dan mulia,

Trang kuliling dan bercahaya.

Pengabisan pasang berkembang gaja.
Di bawa lertulis slamat raja.” (Mascus 2000: 21- 22)
wanliwiratnadn, WgnsdaummiliFeutensda; dresmeanezlndige, adndlanardaissneliniszum. . Taan

Fanmanldlvdneg, nrawsmsdn gnidaulifugns)
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* Charies Rene Bakhuizen van den Brink hanizdufludinmmniome Faune 21310 21 1 defmununiazsgia domnaidnag
Faummi Resident of Batavia faust] 1901- 1906.

“ poifuli Duteh East Indies Sennawignudinirmaiudleafilluyady

“ \{lubnildiFun Eurasian f gniassuiasmit il ﬁmumwmﬂunfg’uﬁuﬁﬂ:qqrm'nuﬁmﬁﬂmwiﬁv’ﬁwh'wm:ﬁumn
“ “En nu, mij waarde Heer ben ik U nog schuldig eene beschrijving van den indruk, die de Hooge Siriekaauwer op mij gemaakt
naeft. Ik moet beginnen mel mij le verentschuldigen over den laster, den armen vorst aangedaan. Waarom liegen de menschen
en ¢e dagbladen toch? Hij is geen siriekaauwer, hij gelijkt niets den Chinees; zooals Uilenspieget hem teekent. Hij is gen aardig
vente van omslreeks 20 jaar, veel gelikend op wal men hier een “Sinjo” noemt, geheel in't grijs geklead; met een korte broek;
waardit witte kousen te voorschijn kwamen, met lage schoenen en een helmhoed op het hoofd. Hij scheen zeer vereerd te zijn
uver de plegtige ontvangst. De Gouverneur was steeds bij en om hem, deed ingevolge het programma iederen middag een
wandeind en was zoo hoffelijk als alleen deze Gouverneur wezan kan. Raden Mas Kadiroen, --een' broeder van den bergemdan
regent van Demak...., een allerbeschaafdst inlander, die het Hollandsch zuiver spreekt en schrijft—hij heeft onderwijs gehad
van den tegenwoordigen redakteur van de Locomatief, van Kesteren—maakte de opmerking, dat hij zich niet begrijpen kan,
hoe de Gouverneur zich met zulk een bruine kening kan encanallleren.” AAVENEATN Charles Rene Bakhuizen van den Brink 014
E J. Polgieler 8-07-1871. Am 8 g.

e alle burgers zijn door den A.R. van Batavia vitgenoodigd hunne huizen te witlen en te teeren. Het is dan ook een poetsen

en wrijven, erger dan op een’ grooten schoonmaakdag in Holland. Ik begin bijna te vreezen, dat man het den Koning van Siam
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"To

His Majesty the First King of Siam.

May it please Your Majesty!

The Board of managers of the "Gymnasium Willem 11" or King's colfege of Batavia desires
to present their respectful homage to Your Majesty and at the same lime o express ltheir sense of
gratitude for the honour, which it has pleased Your Majesty to confer upon this college by the
present visit,

Your Majesty’s presence in this building bears unequivocal festimony fo the interest which
Your Majesty takes in Western science and Weslern civilization the report of which has long since
reached us.

Here in the far East there is stilf almost every thing to dao in this respect: the ground has
hardly been broken.

The King of the Netherlands, deeply impressd with the importance of the subject, has ever
been earnest in promoting the means of instruction for both, Eurcpeans and Natives; and a beller
proof of this cannot be given than the foundation of this college, which has cost a large amount of
freasure fo the state.

Youths are admitted irrespective of their nationality, if only able to undergo and

examination of the most simple kind.

zoo aangenaam maak!, aat hij niel meer vertrekt; of wel, dat onze Hooge Siriekaauwer het hier te net gepoetst zal vinden, en
zich hier niet te huis zal geveelen.” ARWNIEIRTN Charles Rene Bakhuizen van den Brink Ll Potgieter 23-03-1871, Am g f
- - - v e = v » - e o o
EFa ! WA ALY 2 ﬂuntﬂu’lﬂmﬁmmmﬂuﬂzmuLmzn'1nn'mgumﬂmmu‘ﬂ’mmi‘m'ﬂuiumnum wananarifiiiu
o - X - v o g mal P L TR | M I v
L?‘B\N'ﬂ\!ﬂ’ﬁ‘mﬂﬂFl'b’l'NL'i!ﬂ'ﬂ"WlLl.ﬁ‘) PIHDEUEINNEARNIT mﬂmmu’lu'l'wmmmq YAITNBIUYU m:mmqnmm-n"lﬂmaumm?
PR . . ) . v Vo
afvATail (Ook ik ben, als schutter opgeroepen, om hem in te halen. Waar een schutter al niet voor gebruikt wordt!) #3UWATYA
d v . . - - o o w
finanianisdiaufuniguia Dutch East Indies uasranianinasrafisdanssdududuan mdadnh drann @uaddilsmns
el
zﬁuﬁuuwﬂﬂum:am Or.Olf Praamstra W4 Department of Languages and Cultures of Southeast Asia and Oceania,

Faculty of Letters, Leiden University Ailduaudanassaaueina 2 afuiddou
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The education s so comprehensive, that on leaving the college, after having successfully
completed their course of studies, they go forth into the world, civilized and useful members of
saciely.

Instruction is given in Dufch and French, German and English, Javanese and Malay,
mathematics and geometry, physics and chemistry, boltany and zooiogy, political economy and
political sclence, geography and hisiary.

The last of this sciences teaches us (and it is with pleasure that we call to remembrance
the fact) thal the oid Dutch- East india Company was the cidest friend of Your Majesty's ancesiors,
and that the bonds of friendship then contracted, though they may have been inlerrupled by the
progress of time have at no pericd been weakened by hoslile refations, and though the days are
long past of Ajuthia, Ligor and Patani, and nearly three hundred years have passed since a Dulch
Factory was first established in Starn, the most friendly feelings have ever continued fo exist, and of
this no greater proof could be given, than Your Majesty's visit on the present occasion.

Our place of the past, we now see occupied principally by our English friends and
neighbours, and we envy them the less for this, than we otherwise should do, because we see and
know that their earnest endeavours are direcled towards the dissimination of humane and
philantropie principles, the fruit of Western experience which possess so greal and frresistible a
power for good, in moulding the fulure destinies of the East.

For natiochat supremacy on sea and fand, we wage war no longer, but another and more
honourable rivalry has been kindled between us, and we now vie which each other in extending to
the countries of the Easi, so highly favoured by nature, the benefit of the light of Westemn
civilization.

Of alf the nations of the Eas! the Kingdom of Siam has been first and foremast o reognise
the value of this higher intelfectual cullure and the King of Siam, as we know, heartily sympathizes
with the friendly revairy to which we have referred.

May we not therefore, cherish the hope that Siam will one day become, what It already in

great measure is, a "Model State in the far East"
BATAVIA, 28 March 1871.
The board of managers of the Gymnasium Willem 1]

{Volgen de handteekeningen) 7

wrzs1aRFanayu The board of managers of the Gymnasium Willem {li

" Javasche Courant, 14-04-1871, De Locomotief and Java Bode, 18-04-1871. {Lﬁﬂﬂﬂéﬁﬂ%)
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“To
The Board of Managers of the Gymnasium Willem Iil.

Gentlemen!

We have received with pleasure the eloquent address made by the President of your
noble establishment and we have viewed with gratification the careful managements which, in
avery part of the buiiding under your able administration, prove fo the comfort and heaith of the
students.

Siam s a peaceful country, it is our wish to secure its future prosperily by the development
of its mineral and agricultural production, but at the same time, we are fully impressed with the
importance of that great question which His Majesty the King of the Netherlands has so liberally
aided you to Solve.

Our lamented Royal Father heid Western sciences In high appreciation, and during his
reign Siam made great progress in the liberal arts. It shall be our endeavour to combine (continue)
the good work, and we pray that success may altend our exertions, where 50 much is to be daone,
50 many prejudices to be contended with and overcome, progress can be but slow. We sincerely
trust that the Western nations with whom we have so long been in friendly relations, will assist us
with their experience and advice, in promoting that noble element of a people’s happiness -

education- and may God prosper our united efforts.

BATAVIA. 13 March 1871.
w.q.) SP.PM. CHULALONGKORN."™
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Arsip Nasional Republik Indonesia {ANRI, Jakarta, Indonesia)

Afdeeling C, Missive Algemeene Secretaris

Advies van den Raad van Mederlandsch-Indie, 10-02-1871, NC.186.

Tetegrafen van Minister Colonies voor Gavernor General, 20- 02- 1871, No. 470.

Afdeeling C, Missive Algemeene Secretaris aan den Kommandant van het Leger en Chef van het Departement van
Qorlog in N.I., den Kommandant der Zeemacht en Chef van het Departement der Marine in N.i., Resident van Batavia,
21-02- 1871, No.319,

Afdeeling C, Besluil van de Gouverneur Generaal aan Z.R. den Minister van Buitenlandsche Zaken van het Rijk van

Siarn, te Bangkok, 22- 02- 1871, No,17, Ag 3339,

Algemeen Riksarchief (ARA, Den Haag, The Netherlands)
Ministerie van Kolonion. 1850- 1900. (2.10.02)

University of Amsterdam Library
Am 8 fuar Am 9 g {Charles Rene Bakhuizen van den Brink aan E.J. Potgieler 23-03-1871 en 8-07-1871)

ar
wiada
’ |
——samEmaaILszwIANUza Tufinedl & wasdesfeallf uadeuusduafiuen upadatsewaaude, Auian iy

FIUAW WIZEIRAIETIIgN N (LedN anALne) Dsiaeuwan w, 2460

AT N, AHFANTUNTEELATINRIIT. WIZLAT: ANINARWARIINES, 2494,

-~-ten Brummelhuis, Han. Merchant, Courtier and Diplormat A History of the Contacts between the Netherlands and Thailand,
Presented by the Royal Netherlands Embassy in Celebration of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej's Completion of the Fifth

Cycle or Sixlieth Birthday, Uitgeversmaatschappij ce Tidstraom Lochem-Gent, 1987.
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--van Beers, Hamy et al. "Een Traklaat van handel en vriendschap”: De Heropening van diplomaliehe kontakken tussen
Nederfand en Siam in de de jaren 1857-1862, en het Bezoek van de Siamese Koning aan Nederlands-Indies in 1871,
Waerkstuk in het kader van een doktoraal werkkoliege van prof. Dr. C. Fasseur, Universiteit Leiden,1981.

---A.3,, Marcus and Benedanto, Pax. "Sair Kadatangan Sri Maharaja Siam di Betawi" in Kesusastraan Mefayu Tionghoa, (Jilid 1),

Jakara: KPG {Kepustakaan Populer Gramedia) bekejasama dengan Yayasan Adikarya IKAPI dan The Ford Foundation, 2000.
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Introduction

King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V) was the eldest son of King Mongkut (King Rama IV),
and came to the throne in 1868 at the young age of fifteen. After a period of regency from
1868-1873, a second coronation was held on 16th November 1873 to mark the King's coming
of age. His-Majesty came to the throne at a critical time in Thailand's history as the country
was poised between the ambitions of the western powers and the pressures of its own internal
politics; between the conservatism of the old nobility and the need for reform. As pointed out
by historian David Wyatt, the Fifth Reign saw a dramatic transformation in almost every
aspect of Thai national life and made permanent changes in the governmental structure no
less than in the structure and composition of the society and economy. The reforms
introduced during his reign transformed Thailand into a modern nation for which he is widely

acclaimed Chulalongkorn the Great.

There were two main periods of reform during his reign; the first period from 1873-74, and
the second, the period after 1892 (Wyatt, 272). If this analysis is accepted, some correlation
can be drawn between the reforms and the dates of his travels, especially to his first visit to
Malaya and Java in 1871 and his second and third visits to these same places in 1896 and
1901. However, I leave this task for the historians of Thailand and shall instead focus on a

reconstruction of the King's travels in Malaya

His Majesty travelled widely, not only in Asia but also in Europe. He was perhaps, the most
widely travelled Asian monarch of his time. In 1897, he travelled to England where he was
the guest of King Edward VII at Windsor Castle. He then went on to many European

countries including France, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, Italy, Austria, Hungary, Spain,



Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland and Germany. He went to Russia to visit the Tsar
Nicholas II and took in Egypt on his way back. He also visited India and Burma (Abha, 123).
This paper describes his travels to Malaya (now Malaysia and Singapore) which he visited
four times. It would not be fair to say that Malaya was not his destination because on the first
three visits even though he was en route to Java and on his fourth visit, he ;;; on his way to
Europe. As his first outward bound visit lasted nine days and his second outward bound visit
lasted ten days, we should conclude instead that both Malaya and Java were his intended

destinations on these two trips.

The King travelled for various reasons. His first trip to Malaya was taken when he was only
eighteen and as Khun Imtip Patajoti Suharto stated in her book, it "was obviously a study
tour” (p 3). For his second trip, she mentioned several reasons (p.16). As a caring father, he
travelled to Singapore to take his children part of the way on their journey to attend school in
England. He travelled to take a break from the stress of office and we are told that his
doctors felt that the cool mountainous areas of Java would be beneficial to his health,
Another reason Java was selected as the destination, she said, was because Siam had had no
political problems with the Dutch. However, in the opinion of Ambassador Thakur Phanit,
the King visited Singapore and Batavia (now Jakarta) because they were the most modern

cities in Southeast Asia even though they were colonial cities at the time.

The King also travelled for pleasure; he went sight-seeing, he rowed in the lake, he went
shopping, and he loved having his photograph taken. But at all times, one could say that he
travelled for self-development. He observed how different governments worked, he observed
how different people lived. In every couniry, he met and talked with men who held positions
of power and authority. In Singapore, 'he visited banks, the Botanic Gardens, the Supreme
Court, the waterworks, the fire station, the post office, a school, a jail, a military barracks, a
shipyard and a tin-smelter. The Singapore Free Press of 22 May 1896, noted that, "During
His Majesty's stay in Singapore, short though it was, he succeeded so well in taring time to

good account, that he visited and inspected nearly all that there was of interest to be seen."

The King's travels to Malaya were spent almost entirely in Singapore from where he paid a
visit to Johor but in his last trip, he did make a brief stopover in Penang. A summary of his

visits on the outward journey are as follows:



First Visit, 15th-23rd March 1871 (9 days).

Second Visit, 13th-22nd May 1896 (10 days).

Third Visit, 10th May 1901 (1 day).

Fourth Visit, 30th March 1907 (1 day). e

The sources for my presentation are the newspaper and picture archives in Singapore. 1 was
rather disappointed that I could find only a few photographs taken of the King and the royal
party during these visits. I have therefore called this paper, "In the Footsteps of the King:
Recalling the Visits of King Chulalongkorn to Malaya" because I intend to retrace the
journeys that he took by showing you the places he visited and the people he met. I shall be
showing you Malaya as seen through the ang‘é eyes, by showing what he saw. The
photographs you will be seeing are selected from historical photographs or pictures that were

produced during this period.

The itinerary of the King's visits have been reconstructed from Khun Imtip's invaluable book
supplemented by reports in Singapore newspapers and other local sources. Her book is based

on the following important Thai sources:

o Her description of the first journey was based on "Despatches of Three Journeys to Java
by King Rama V", collected and printed by Prince Damrong Rajanubharb. It consisted of

the official despatches recorded by a court scribe and printed in the government gazette.

» Her description of the second journey was based, firstly, on King Chulalongkorn's diary,
"A Journey of Over Two Months to Java" which was written by Prioncess Suddhadibya
Ratanaand; and secondly, on the official despatches on his daily activities recorded by

Prince Sommot Amornpan and printed in the government gazette.

¢ Her description of the third journey was based on two books; "A Diary of the Last
Journey to Java in 1901" by His Majesty; and the official despatches of the King's daily

activities recorded by Prince Sommot Amornpan and printed in the government gazette.

L



Mar 15

Mar 16

~ First Visit ~
Outward: 15th - 23rd March 1871
Homeward: 9th - 11th April 1871
In the morning, Tan Kim Ching, Consul for Siam, came on board the royal
yacht, the Regent, off coast of Johor to greet the King (Imtip, 5).!
In the afternoon, Col. A.E.H. Anson,’ Acting Governor, Straits
Settlements,” and Maharaja Abu Bakar (later Sultan of J ohor)4 went on board to
welcome the King. The official welcome would be held the following day. The

King spent the afternoon taking a boat ride along the waterfront.

‘The King disembarked to the booming of 21-gun salutes from the Regent and its

escort ship and the 21-gun response from Fort Canning (Imtip, 6). He landed at

Tan Kim Ching was Consul for Siam at this time and was appointed Consul-General
later in 1885 (communication Ambassador Thakur Phanit). He had been conferred the
title, Praya Atsadongkottitraksa.

He was an influential man among the Chinese especially in the northern states
bordering Siam. When Sir Andrew Clarke was Governor of the Straits Settlements
from 1873-75, he had played an important role in resolving a problem that had arisen
between the Siamese government and Perak. He was a man of wide public interests
who had been honoured by the governments of China and Japan. He also had wide
business interests including strong business connections with Siam as he held
concessions in Patani and had a steamer which he named Siam (Song, 93).

He was the eldest son of Tan Tock Seng, the philanthropist who founded Tan Tock
Seng Hospital in Singapore in 1844 and had contributed to the cost of adding wings
to the hospital in 1852 (Song, 64).

According to Chinese sources, the King stayed at "Siam House", the residence of
Tan Kim Ching in North Bridge Road. He paid a visit to Tan Tock Seng Hospital to
which he donated $1,000. A levee was held at the Town Hall where amongst others,
the Chinese presented an address to which the King replied in English (Song, 259).

Col. A.E.H. Anson was Lt.-Governor of Penang, 1867-82, and was in Singapore as
Acting Governor of the Straits Settlements. He was a regular soldier who reached the
rank of Major-General (Gullick, 361).

Pre-war Malaya consisted of the Straits Settiements comprising Singapore, Melaka
and Penang; the Federated Malay States, comprising Negri Sembilan, Perak, Pahang
and $Selangor; and the Unfederated Malay States, comprising Johor, Kedah, Kelantan,
Trenggannu and Negri Sembilan.

Maharaja Abu Bakar attained the title Sultan of Johor only in 1885. During the
King's visit in 1871, he had not yet achieved royal status.

9



Mar 17

Mar 18

Johnston's Pier to a ceremonial welcome by the Acting Governor and other
senior British officials, the consular corps, and Maharaja Abu Bakar. A band
played while he inspected the guard—of-honour. Accompanied by Col. Anson,
he was driven to the Town Hall where he was received by_the Legislative
Council and other government officials and notable personalities. Thomas Scott
5 Chairman of the Singapore Chamber of Commerce, made a speech of
welcome on behalf of its members to which the King replied pointing to the
importance for trade for mutual prosperity and commented that "the trade
between Singapore and Siam is very large and very favourable"®* The Chinese
presented an address to which the King replied in English (Song, 259).

After that, the King was driven to Government House where he stayed.
He sent a telegram to Queen Victoria who replied (Imtip, 6). In the afternoon,
he visited "the barracks", most probably the Tanglin Barracks. In the evening, a
party for 200 people was held at Government House was held for government

‘officials, officers and their families with music and dancing.

Visited a British warship, Post Office, St. Andrews Cathedral, Raffles
Institution, hospital, asylum, and jail. Col. Anson held an official reception in

the King's honour attended by 60 European dignitaries (Imtip, 7).

Visited the Telegraph Office, the Supreme Court, the fire brigade, and
lighthouse (Imtip 7). Attended a flower show at the Agri-horticultural

Thomas Scott was Chairman of the Singapore Chamber of Commerce (now known as
the Singapore International Chamber of Commerce), from 1868-71, 1875, and 1883-
84. He was a partner in Guthrie & Co. for 45 years. It is now the oldest surviving
company in Singapore (SICC, 28-9, 43). It also operates in Malaysia under the name
Kumpulan Guthrie Bhd.

Some.data on the trade between the Straits Settlements and Siam:

1870 Imports $3.90 m Exports $4.2 m
1875 Imports $5.28 m Exports $5.95 m
1880 Imports $7.06 Exports $5.30 m

Source: Chiang Hai Ding, Table VIL



Mar 19

Mar 20

Mar 21

Gardens to which Hoo Ah Kay, better known as Whampozf, had contributed
two exhibits, one of ornamental plants trained to represent animals urns and
other fanciful shapes, and the other of potted flowers, both of which received
honorary mention. That night, the King attended an amatgur theatrical

performance produced by the British community in his honour.

Called on Tan Kim Ching and had breakfast with him at his residence followed
by a visit to Whampoa's residence (Imtip, 7). Whampoa was a wealthy and
hospitable Chinese whose ornamental gardens was famous for its aviaries, rock
gardens, menageries and flowering and ornamental plants. The gardens were
also well known for a circular pond in which grew the Victoria Regia, a lotus
which had leaves over 11 feet in diameter, presented by the Regent of Siam —

probably sent as a result of the King's visit.

‘Shopping in the day (Imtip, 7).
That evening, a ball was held in the Town Hall in the King's honour. The front
of the building was brilliantly lit in a blaze of light by gas lamps and ornamental
lights in the shape of stars and other designs. It was the grandest and most
splendid ball held in Singapore and was attended by about 400 people. The
King and the Col. Anson promenaded through the room after which there was
dancing to the music provided by two bands. After supper and after a toast to
Queen Victoria, Col. Anson proposed the health of the King and said:
This is the first occasion, I believe, on which a King of Siam has ever left
his own country, and certainly the first occasion on which a King of Siam
has set foot on British ground. You know as much of His Majesty as I do,
and, [ feel sure that from what we have seen of him during the short time

he has been amongst us, we can but hold him in the highest estimation ...
(SDT 22.3.1871)

Called on Major F.J.A. McNair, Colonial Engineer.

Hoo Ah Kay, better known as Whampoa, had built up a successful business as a ships'
chandler and was supplier and contractor to Her Majesty's navy. He spoke English
well and was a member of the Straits Settlements Legislative Council and had acted
as Consul for China, Japan and Russia.

o



Visited a market, a Chinese tempieg, a shipyard, and workshop. Dined with Sir

Benson Maxwell, Chief Justice (Imtip, 7).
Mar 22 Shopping and sightseeing. Dined privately with the Col. Anson-(lmtip, 8).

Mar 23 Presented Col. Anson with a Royal Siamese decoration (Imtip, 8).
At 3.30 pm, the King left Government House for Johnston's Pier where a guard-
of-honour, Maharaja Abu Bakar, and many European and Chinese dignitaries
were waiting. A 21-gun salute was fired as he embarked on the launch. The

royal ship departed that night escorted by the steamer Impregnable (SDT

22.3.1871).
* * * *® *
Apr 9 “The royal yacht arrived at the Singapore on its return journey from Java.
Apr 10 Col. Anson came on board and accompanied the King ashore. He was greeted

by the assembled British officials at Johnston's Pier. Lunched at Government
House and went to the house of the Siamese Consul "where he stayed a while”,
no doubt attending to various official business. After touring the city, he spent
the evening having dinner at Government House and attended a horse show

before being escorted back to the ship (Imtip, 13).

Apr 11 The royal yacht departed in the morning.

Postscript
In 1872, a Bronze Elephant was presented by King Chulalongkorn to mark his first visit to

Singapore and was erected in front of the Town Hall. The elephant was moved when the site
was needed for the statue of Sir Stamford Raffles. It now stands in front of the former

Parliament Building.

§ Most probably the Thian Hock Theng, one of the largest and oldest temples in
Singapore dedicated to Tian Hou, the Goddess of the Sea.



~ Second Visit ~
Qutward: 13th - 22nd May 1896
Homeward: 31st July - 4th August 1896
When King Chulalongkorn went on his second trip to Java, he was 43 years old. The
pressures of high position was taking its toll on his health and this trip was taken on his
doctors' advice. The cool air of the highlands of Java was considered conducive to his
speedy recovery. Besides, he had enjoyed his first trip there and wanted to see more of the
island. Unlike his first trip, the King was accompanied by Queen Sri Bajarindra and the
ladies of the royal household as well as by several princes. Imtip gave three reasons for his
stopping over at Singapore. The King wished to send off three of his sons who were going to
school in England; he wanted to visit his friends there and make new friends; and lastly,
"Singapore is our nextdoor neighbour; to be friends with each other would be of much

advantage" (Imtip, 16).

May 13 The royal yacht, Maha Chakri, escorted by the gunboat Makut Rajakumar
anchored 10 miles from Singapore harbour (SPF 14.5.96). John Anderson,
Consul-General for Siam, °, the nephew of the previous Consul-General Tan
Kim Ching, and the Governor of Trang came on board for an audience (Imtip,
20).

May 14 When the royal yacht arrived at the Singapore anchorage, it received a 21-gun
salute from the British warship HMS Undaunted and the Dutch warship Pring
Hendrik to which the Maha Chakri's guns replied. Both warships were
"dressed” in honour of oécasion with the Prinz Hendrik manning her yards.

Governor Sir Charles Mitchell accompanied by his ADC and J.A.

John Anderson was appointed Consul-General for Siam in 1893 (communication
Ambassador Thakur Phanit). He succeeded Thomas Scott as the head of Guthrie &
Co., at that time the most successful of the European companies. In the early 20th
century, he was the undisputed leader of the business community and was knighted in
1912. He was elected Chairman of the Singapore Chamber of Commerce in 1902
(SICC, 31).

0 Sir Charles Mitchell was Governor of the Straits Settlements, 1893-99 (Gullick, 368).



May 15

Swettenham, the Colonial Secretary'', came on board to pay an official call.
The Maha Chakri's guns saluted him when he left. Later in the morning, the
King landed at Johnston's Pier, attended by his son Prince Chaprabongse,
Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Army Prince Bhanurangsi, Prince Damrong,
Prince Sourmot, ADC Sanprasat and others, including the English tutors of the
princes. The royal party was received by Swettenham (Imtip, 20 & SFP
14.5.96).

The King paid Sir Charles Mitchell a return official call at Government
House and then drove to Hurricane House'? where he would stay. This was a
house purchased by the King and had been described as a large shady house set
in park-like grounds. The Queen and her ladies landed a little later and
proceeded to Hurricane House also. In the afternoon, Lady Mitchell called on

the Queen while the King visited the Botanic Gardens attended by John

Anderson (Imtip, 21).

In the morning, many people came to call including Major-General Jones.
Visited the Hong Kong Shanghai Banking Corporation to check on his account
and observed that the building looked like a "wedding cake". He then went
shopping at John Little, the "universal provider" of Singapore. In the afternoon,
he returned the visit by the Commander-in-Chief while the Queen returned Lady

Mitchell's call (Imtip, 21)..

J.A. Swettenham was the brother of Sir Frank Swettenham. It was Sir Frank who
became Governor of the Straits Settlements and not J.A. Swettenham as stated by

Imtip (p.20).

Hurricane House was built by Captain John Bush (Praya Wisuth Sakoradith), and
purchased by King Chulalongkorn as a pl ace to stay during his visits to Singapore
(Imtip, 21). According to Ambassador Thakur Phanit, the original Hurricane House is
no longer standing and that its grounds form only part of the present Thai Embassy,
the site of which was purchased by John Anderson on behalf of the King. The
property consisted a little over 190,000 sq. ft. of land and the purchase price was
$9,000! At the time, the Orchard Road area was full of nutmeg and pepper
plantations. For legal reasons, the property could not be transferred to the Thai
government until after Anderson’s widow died around 1960. The Thai Embassy was
built after that.



May 16

May 17

May 18

Sultan Ibrahim, the Sultan of Johor, 13 called on the King who later returned his
call. The King visited the waterworks at Thomson Road and rowed about in a
boat with the Queen. He must have enjoyed himself as he wrote in his diary, "It
was undescribably beautiful and fun". That evening, he dined at Government
House where he had a private discussion on state affairs. He liked the Governor
whom he described as "a frank-speaking and well-mannered nice old man"

(Imtip, 22).

The royal family had their photographs taken by Robert Lenz at his studio,™
The King and Queen lunched privately at Singapore Club,'® then went shopping
at John Little, and as it was a Sunday, the store was opened especially for the
distinguished patrons. They later called on John Anderson, at his residence
Ardmore, and on Thomas Scott, the Chairman of the Singapore Chamber of
Commerce at his residence (Imtip, 22; SFP 18.5.96).

The King attended the Assizes at the Supreme Court with Prince Bhanurangsi,
Prince Damrong, Prince Rabi (Private Secretary to the King)', and ADC Phya
Smerchati, in attendance. The King and Prince Rabi sat on the Bench beside
Chief Justice Sir Lionel Cox and witnessed a trial by jury for the first time
(Imtip, 23 & SFP 18.5.96). This was followed by a brief stop at Robinson's
department store. In the afternoon, the King and Queen attended a Garden Party
at Government House to which some three hundred guests had been invited

(Imtip. 23).

" Sultan Ibrahim was the son of Sultan Abu Bakar (formerly Maharaja Abu Bakar)
whom the King had met on his first visit. Sultan Abu Bakar died in 1895.

Robert Lenz was a popular photographer who was initially based in Singapore but

opened a branch in Bangkok in 1894,

" The Singapore Club was founded in 1862 and was then located in the Exchange
Building. It was the most discreet but most exclusive and influential of all the
European clubs in Singapore which used to practice a strict Europeans only policy. It
is now defunct,

o Prince Rabi Badhanasakdi, Prince [Krom Luang] of Rajaburi, known as "the Father of
Thai Law” (Imtip, 23).

10
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May 19

May 20

The King visited the Chartered Mercantile Bank, a stationary and book shop
Kelly & Walsh, Katz Brothers store, and had his photograph taken by G.R.
Lambert, another well known Singapore photographer. In the afternoon, he
went to the docks at Tanjong Pagar to send off Prince Chaprabongse and other
princes and princesses who were leaving to attend school in Europe by the
French steamer Saghalian. He then crossed over to the island of Pulau Brani to
inspect the tin-smelting works of the Straits Trading Co."” His comment - "It

was fascinating but so hot there” (Imtip, 23).

In the morning, the Queen visited General Hospital and donated $500 to found
the Queen of Siam Library for the patients. King and Queen then visited
Singapore Aerated Water Co, Straits Printing Office, and the offices of the
Straits Times and of the Singapore Free Press (Imtip, 24).

In the afternoon, the King and Queen gave a Garden Reception at

‘Hurricane House, attended by Governor and Lady Mitchell and the leading

lights of Singapore society - government, naval, military and consular officials
were present. John Anderson who had been honoured with the rank of Phra that
day, introduced the guests. Buffet tables were set out under the shade of the
trees and small tables with chairs on the lawn for the guests. The band of the
Royal Navy provided musical entertainment and the King and Queen planted a
bo tree to mark the occasion. The Singapore Free Press of 21st May 1896
reported;

The scene was altogether an attractive one with the constant va_et-vi-ni(?)

of the pretty feminine costumes and the numerous military and naval

uniforms. Altogether'a delightful fete champetre (1)

That evening, Their Majesties and a few members of the royal retinue

were invited to a small dinner party at Government House (Imtip, 25).

7 The Straits Trading Co. Ltd. was established in 1887 to undertake the business of
purchasing and smelting tin ores. The smelting works in Pulau Brani was completed
in 1890 and was so successful that one third of Malaya's ore output was smelted there
by 1895 and by 1905, two-thirds of the output was smelted there. A second smelting
plant was opened in Butterworth in 1901 (SICC, 72).

11



May 21

May 22

July 31

Aug

The King spent the day on a visit to Johor.'® Accompanied by the Governor,
His Majesty travelled to Johor by sea starting early in the morning on the
government yacht Sea Belle and arrived in Johor Bahru at mid-day. They were
received at the Istana Pier by Sultan Ibrahim and his ministers. At the reception
at the Istana Besar {(Grand Palace), the two rulers toasted each ott;er. As it was
the King's first visit to Johor, both the King and the Sultan placed particular
importance on the occasion. After lunch the Sultan took the King and the
Governor on a tour of Johor, after which the royal party returned to Singapore
by the land route and went directly to Johnston's Pier. The Governor and other
dignitaries were at pier (o see toyal party on board (Imtip, 25 & SFP 20.5.1896).

In the meantime, the Queen accompanied by Lady Mitchell, visited Miss
Cook's School, Raffles [Girls'] School, Convent School and donated $100-200
to each school (Imtip, 25).

Colonial Secretary J.A. Swettenham boarded the yacht to bid farewell to the

royal travellers. Japanese and British gunboats in the harbour saluted with

salvos of 21-guns as the Maha Chakri sailed out of the anchorage (Imtip, 26).

* * * * *

The royal yacht arrived at Singapore on its return journey from Java and the
Governor's ADC went on board to greet the King. He was attended by A.J.
Ross, the Acting Consul-General, as John Anderson was in Europe. The King
later disembarked, dined at Raffles Hotel and saw a Chinese opera and arrived at
Hurricane House at 11.00 p.m, He observed that the streets were still full of
Chinese people and was réportcd to have remarked that without the Chinese

there would not have been a city of Singapore (Imtip, 104).

Governor Sir Charles Mitchell and other officials called on the King at

Hurricane House. According to the King's diary, the main topic of conversation

b Johor is the southernmost state on Peninsular Malaysia. It is separated from the island
of Singapore by the Straits of Johor. As the causeway joining Singapore and Johor
had not yet been built, there were then two routes travellers could take; by sea from
Singapore harbour, or, overland by carriage to the north coast of Singapore and then
crossing the straits to Johor Bahru by boat.
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Aug 2

was Java. Sir Charles later hosted a tea reception for him at Government House
(Imtip, 105)

The King was invited by Seah Liang Seah,'” a leader of the Chinese
community for lunch at his house, Bendemeer. In his speech toasting the King,
Seah Liang Seah expressed his gratitude for the honour conferred by His
Majesty's visit. He thanked the King for the protection he had extended to the
Chinese in Siam which was much appreciated by all Chinese and hoped that
such a policy would long continue. In reply, the King acknowledged the
courtesy and respect with which he was received by the Chinese wherever he
went and toasted his host in very complimentary terms.

That evening, the King gave a banquet on board the Maha Chakri which
was splendidly illuminated and was decorated with plants and lights so that it
appeared like a floating palace. The guests were carried on board by launch and
were received by Prince Damrong and the Acting Consul-General. They were
treated to a display of the photographs taken by the King and the souvenirs he
collected during his stay in Java. The appearance of the King was signalled by
the playing of the Siamese national anthem and of the Governor by the British

national anthem.

The King had lunch at a government lodge built at the top of Bukit Timah Hill.
This is the highest point on Singapore from where a panoramic view of the
whole island can be seen. The Bukit Timah Nature Reserve is one of the few
bits of natural jungle left in present day Singapore.

In the afternoon, the King and Queen were invited by the Sultan of Johor
to a tea reception at Istana Tyersall, the Sultan's palace in Singapore. It
cemented the good relations established by his earlier visit to Johor Bahru

(Imtip, 107).

Do

Seah Liang Seah was a wealthy pepper and gambier trader. He was active in public
affairs and was a member of the Chinese Advisory Board and succeeded Whampoa as
the Chinese member of the Straits Settlements Legislative Council. His house was
noted for its rose garden (Song, 212).
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Aug 3 Visited Tan Kim Kiat's garden in Balastier Road. That night, Dr. Harley, a
well-known entertainer gave a performance at Hurricane House by royal
command. His audience was delighted by the show and he was invited to
perform in Bangkok. At the end of the show, Dr. Harley exhibited Edison's
kinetoscope and photograph which fascinated his royal audience which suggest

that the "magic show" could have been an early silent movie (Imtip, 107).

Augd The Governor sent the King off at Johnston's Pier and the Maha Chakri departed
to the saluting of guns (Imtip, 108)

Postscript

After leaving Singapore, the Maha Chakri sailed on to Trengganu and Kelantan before
arriving at Bangkok. Although these states were part of pre-war Malaya, they were not ceded
to Britain until 1909. As they were still Siamese territory at the time, the description of the

King's journey there has been excluded from this paper.

~ Third Visit ~
Outward: 10 May 1901
Homeward: 16th July 1901

At the time of his third voyage to Java, King Chulalongkorn was 48 years old and was
accompanied by several princes who having finished their education, were holding high
positions in government and later became well known as founders of their respective offices.
As on the previous trip, Princess Suddhadibya acted as her father's personal secretary during
this trip. King Chulalongkorn's third trip to Java was taken for pleasure as there were many
more ancient temples and other sights that he wishes to see. Their stopover in Singapore
which can best be described as a transit because King Chulalongkorn spent only one day
there.

May 9 The royal yacht Maha Chakri arrived off Singapore at night.
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May 10 Early in the morning, the Maha Chakri was escorted into Singapore harbour by
four gunboats, the Makut Ratchakumarn, Pali, Sukriip, and Chamroen. Maha
Chakri which exchanged salutes with the battery on shore. John Anderson, the
Consul-General for Siam, A.J. Ross, and others came on bg_zgg to greet the
King. Sir Frank Swettenham, Acting Governor, and his ADC, paid a visit on
board and invited the King to Government House for lunch. He was saluted by
17-gun salvos when he disembarked from the yacht (Imtip, 115).

The King's arrival in Singapore had been announced in the Straits Times of
9 May 1901 which stated that he would step ashore at 11.00 a.m. and would be
welcomed by a guard-of-honour and government and consular officials. The
public was invited to be present. The King was met by Acting Colonial
Secretary C.W.S. Kynnersley at Johnston's Pier and escorted to Government
House. After lunch, Sir Frank tried to draw the King into a discussion on
"government matters of Malayu". (I shall discuss this later in the Conclusion.)
-However, the King refused to be drawn and referred him to the British Minister
in Bangkok instead (Imtip, 115).

Meanwhile, the Queen visited General Hospital and made more donations
for library for patients that she had founded. After lunch, the King went to
Hurricane House to work on papers for Bangkok. The Raffles Hotel had placed
a room at his disposal and he was much impressed by its facilities and services.
"No hotels in Java or India can compare with it. Even some hotels in Europe are
not as good", he said. He dined at the hotel restaurant with many princes and
including the Raja Muda of Kedah who had travelled all the way to pay his
respects. On his way back to the yacht, he inspected the land reclamation at
Beach Road and could not help comparing it with the cost of similar public
work done in Bangkok. The dignitaries who had been there to welcome him
were also there to send him off. The Maha Chakri weighed anchor and sailed

for Riau that night (Imtip 117).

July 16 On her return voyage, the Maha Chakri dropped anchor in Singapore in the

morning and was greeted by gun salutes from British, American and Austrian
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gunboats in the harbour and by cheers from their crews. John Anderson, the
Consul-General, came on board and was followed by Acting Governor Sir Frank
Swettenham and other dignitariecs. The King was invited to lunch at
Government House after which there was a discussion between the Siamese
visitors and British officials on state matters. Then, at Hurricane House, a group
of nobles came to seek audience with the King. He took a break by going to the
reservoir where he had enjoyed himself so much before and rowed a boat again,
However, he had to return to Hurricane House as he hosted a dinner for the
Acting Governor and other Singapore personalities in which he proposed a toast

to the King Edward VII. The royal yacht set sail that night (Imtip, 160).

Postscript

The enjoyment of this holiday to Java had been marred by the illness of various members of
the royal family. Not only had there been much anxiety over the illness of Prince Asdang
that had held the royal party in Bandung for over a month, but also Prince Rabi had also
fatlen ill and the King himself had suffered chest pains.

~ Fourth Visit ~
Outward: 1st — 3rd April 1907
Homeward: 6th Nov 1907

On this stopover in Singapore, King Chukalongkorn was en route not to Java but to Europe.
Newspaper reports stated that he was travelling "strictly incognito” and that no "political
significance" should be attached to the visit as he was travelling for health reasons, The
Queen did not accompany him but his entourage included a number of princes and officials
(ST 2.4.1907). The mood of the royal party was probably less light hearted than on the
previous trips when the King was on holiday as his health was a matter of some concern. The
Straits Times of 2 April 1907 reported. that when the royal yacht cast off at Bangkok, the
King stood bareheaded in the stern looking very grave and was deeply moved by the scene of

ceremonial as well as emotional farewell.
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Apr ]

The royal yacht Maha Chakri arrived in Singapore in the morning escorted by
two gunboats. Governor Sir John Anderson®® accompanied by his ADC, the
Colonial Secretary, the Officer Commanding the Troops and other officials,
went on board to welcome the King. His Excellency was greeted by gun salutes
from the gunboats and saluted again when he returned to shore. The King then
disembarked from the Maha Chakri attended by three princes one of whom was
the Commander-in-Chief of Royal Siamese forces, and John Anderson, the
Consul-General for Siam. When they landed at Johnston's Pier, a gun salute
was fired by the battery from Fort Canning, the guard-of-honour presented arms,
the band struck up and the King waved to the cheers of the crowd. He stepped
into the waiting carriage and was driven to Government House with the
Governor's ADC and his own retinue in attendance (ST 1.4.1907).

The King and his entourage then drove to Raffles Hotel which had
prepared private rooms for their use and had laid out a special lunch for them in
the dining room. After lunch, the royal party travelled to Johor by train.”’ They
boarded the train at the Tank Road station and when they arrived at the
Woodlands station, they crossed the Straits of Johor by ferry. From the Johor
Bahru railway station, they went to the Johor Hotel 2 where they were met by
Sultan Ibrahim. The Sultan who was much taken by the new motor cars, drove
to the hotel in his car and dressed in his driving suit and helmet. The two rulers
spent some time in conversation after which the King returned to Singapore by

train (ST 2.4.1907).

20

21

Sir John Anderson was Governor of the Straits Settlements, 1904-11. He rose to the
position of Permanent Under-Secretary of State and ended his career as Governor of
Ceylon, now Sri Lanka (Gullick, 361).

As the causeway joining Singapore and Johor had not yet been built, the Singapore
railway ended at Woodlands from where passengers were taken across the Straits of
Johor by launch while goods were transported across the water by goods wagon ferry.
At that time, passengers boarded the train at the Tank Road station and not at the
present station at Tanjong Pagar.

The Johor Hotel was built in the tradition of grand hotels like the Raffles Hotel and
was located on Johor Bahru's esplanade in front of the present High Court building. It
closed down in the 1920s and the building was used as government offices until the
1960s when it was demolished.
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Apr 2

Apr3

Nov 6

The King was the guest-of-honour at a dinner party at Government House to
which prominent residents of Singapore had been invited. They included
government officials as well as leaders of the Singapore business community
including Tan Jiak Kim® and John Anderson. The Governor proposed a toast to
King Chulalongkorn to which the King replied in suitable manner. Music was
provided by the band of the Royal West Kents and by a violin soloist (ST
3.4.1907).

The King remained on board for the morning but came ashore to lunch with
John Anderson after which they visited a number business establishments
together. The King made extensive purchases, including gold & silver items
from B.P. de Silva & Co. and other purchases from Katz Brothers Ltd. before
returning to the royal yacht which had proceeded to the wharves at Tanjong
Pagar in the meantime (ST 4.4.1907).

-~ At about 4 o'clock, the King addressed the crew of the yacht and

disembarked from the Maha Chakri. At the foot of the gangway, he was met
by Captain Pahnke of the NLD who then escorted him on board the German
steamer, the Sachsen which was to carry the King on his onward journey. The
steamer had been specially fitted out to provide for every comfort. John
Anderson and his daughter had come to bid farewell and after they had
descended the gangway, the Sachsen hoisted her anchor and got underway
amidst the dipping of flags to the strains of the Siamese national anthem (ST
4.4.1907).

King Chulalongkorn arrived in Penang on his return from Europe. The NDL
steamer Sachsen was met at the north channel by three Siamese gunboats. When

it arrived in Penang harbour, the King was greeted by Prince Damrong, Prince

n

Tan Jiak Kim was one of the founders of the Straits Steamship Co. Ltd. He was a
member of the Straits Settlements Legislative Council and took an active role as
member of many public bodies such as the Chinese Advisory Board. He was one of
the promoters of the King Edward VII Medical College, now the Faculty of Medicine,
National University of Singapore (Song, 194).

18



Chumpon, Prince Veddhi and the Sultan of Kedah.”* A reception was given on
board for all the Siamese and Europeans in Siamese service. At about 8 o'clock,
the King transferred from the steamer to the Maha Chakri at which time the

gunboats left Penang and the royal yacht sailed for Singapore (SEP, 8.11.1907).

Postscript
The Maha Chakri did not enter Singapore harbour as the King wished to visit the provinces

of Kraat and Chantabun before arriving in Bangkok. Instead, the royal yacht anchored at the
Sultan Shoal and John Anderson brought despatches for the King. According to the press
report published in Singapore Free Press on 8 Nov 1907, the Sachsen carried boxes and
cases of "the most varied specimens of German arts and industries purchased by the King
during his stay in Germany. The animal world is also represented by a number of fowls,

ducks, turkeys, and ornamental birds of various kinds which His Majesty is taking back to his

own country"”.

Conclusion

| have some preliminary observations on this chronicle of King Chulalongkorn's visits to

Malaya.

| Hard Working Monarch
To begin with, this chronicle of his travels shows King Chulalongkorn to be a very
hard working monarch. As mentioned before, he visited banks, botanic gardens, law
courts, waterworks, the fire station, the post office, a school, a jail, and the military
barracks; and he inspected a tin-smelter and a land reclamation works when he was in
Singapore. It was almost like a working holiday. An editorial in the Singapore Free
Press of 22 May 1896 commented that the King had seen everything of interest there
was to see and added: "The King is no mere superficial traveller, and many things that

a tourist would pass with unobservant eye have been made, through His Majesty's

“ This was Sultan Abdul Hamid Halim Shah who reigned from 1882-1943 (Gullick,
357). In 1901 when he was still Raja Muda, he had come from Kedah to Singapore to
pay his respects to the King during his third visit to Malaya.
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intelligent examination and criticism, the means of acquiring much more information

Diplomatic Corps e
The Siamese diplomatic corps appears to be in its infancy as all the Consuls and

Consul-Generals for Siam in Singapore were not Siamese.

Diplomatic Protocol

The chronicle reveals the meticulous formality of diplomatic protocol. The King was
received with full honours on all his visits. He was accorded salutes of 21-guns on
arrival and departure. So was the British Governor when he boarded the royal yacht
to welcome the King, and when he disembarked from the royal yacht. After the
Governor called on him, the King proceeded to return his official call at Government
House immediately after he came ashore. This etiquette was applied to visits by other
impoi‘tz—mt personalities and the King returned the call of many people who had called

on him,

Social Distinctions

In the descriptions of receptions, dinner parties, garden parties, given in the King's
honour, no mention was made of non-European guests. It was only when the new
century had arrived that the name of a Chinese, Tan Jiak Kim, was mentioned as a

guest at a party held at Government House on 2 April 1907,

Relations with the Chinese

The King had excellent relations with the Chinese. The Consul for Siam on his first
visit was a Chinese Tan Kim Ching, He visited the homes of several Chinese like Tan
Kim Kiat and Hoo Ah Kay (Whampoa). Seah Liang Seah was a prominent Chinese
who gave a lunch for the King and thanked him for his protection of the Chinese in
Siam. All the Chinese mentioned were leaders of the community who were English
speaking and active in Singapore's public affairs. They were members of bodies like

the Chinese Advisory Board and the Straits Settlements Legislative Council.

Relations with Johor
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Maharaja Abu Bakar, later Sultan of Johor, was one of the first persons to greet the
King on his first visit. We can only speculate as to why the Maharaja was excluded
from the social programme of the King's visit. The two rulers had much in common.
Both were men of vision who were modernizers and nation-builders-and who saw the
need to transform their society and country to meet the challenges of their times.
Both had to struggle against the pressures of imperialist expansion and had managed
successfully to face up to these pressures. Both were English-speaking, had travelled
extensively and felt the need to see and learn from the world outside their own
countries. That first contact in 1871 established a relationship between the two ruling
houses. King Chulalongkorn visited Johor on his second trip by which time Sultan
Abu Bakar had died and he was received Aby Sultan Ibrahim. Subsequently, King
Rama VI visited Johor in 1924 and King Rama VII visited Johor in 1928,

Relations with Britain and Sir Frank Swettenham

From we can see, the King enjoyed his first two visits to Singapore where he stayed
for nine days on his first outward trip and ten days on his second outward trip but he
stayed only one day on his third and fourth visits. On his last visit, he was going on a
long voyage to Europe for health reasons, so it is understandable that he did not wish
to have a prolonged stay in Singapore. However, 1 would like to speculate a little on
the brevity of his third visit.

The King had felt quite comfortable with the British officiais he had met in
Singapore. He had bestowed a Siamese decoration on Col. Anson and had referred to
Sir Charles Mitchell as a "well-mannered nice old man" with whom he had chatted
about his visit to Java. Sir Frank Swettenham, however, was not a person to indulge
in small talk. He had joined the Straits Settlements Civil Service in 1870 and had
built up a reputation as a forthright person with definite expansionist views who saw
Siamese influence as an obstacle to British interests in Malaya. He had come to
Singapore after serving as the British Resident in Selangor (1876-82), British
Resident in Perak (1889-95), and as first Resident-General of the Federated Malay
States (1896-1900) (Gullick, 369). According to Imtip, the King regarded Sir Frank
as the "mastermind” in encroaching on the border of Perak (Imtip, 115). The problem
concerned a boundary dispute between Perak and the Siamese district of Ramen, a
dispute which arose in 1882 and in which some 2,300 square miles of territory were

involved. The dispute was eventually settled in 1899 and since Swettenham played
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an influential role in the drafting of the final agreement, the King had reason to regard
him as the "mastermind”.® Siamese and British competition over Kedah, Kelantan
and Trengganu were continuing issues that coloured relations between Siam and
Britain at the time. e

Swettenham seized the opportunity of the King's presence in Singapore to
draw the King into a discussion of Malayan affairs on the grounds that a personal
approach would be easier than working through the Foreign Office. However, the
King refused to be drawn and insisted that he pursue matters through the John Archer,
the British Minister in Bangkok. The royal yacht departed that night. On its return
journey, it arrived in the morning and departed the same night. Can these be taken as
signs of a disinclination 1o stay? Perhaps, a careful reading of the King's diary may

enlighten us.

This paper can be described as two papers in one. The text is a chronicle of King
Chulalongkorn's visits to Malaya but the footnotes are a description of Malaya, its people, its
history and institutions, its architecture and social life. The footnotes paint a vignette of
Malaya in the later part of the nineteenth century and early twentieth century. I hope my
paper and presentation together have given you an impression of His Majesty's travels in

Malaya as well as a sense of the life and times in which he lived.

See Marks (1997) for a full discussion of the complex issues involved.
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* Chaichai Panananon, Siamese “slavery™ The Institution and Its Abolition, Ph. D. Dissertation, The University of

Michgan, 1982, p. 334.
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‘Christianized Paganism’: Religious Inflections of Civilization
during American colonization of the Philippines
(DRAFT version, not for quotation without permission of the author)

Coeli M. Barry, PhD

Thammasat University

Southeast Asian Studies

Paper prepared for seminar on King Chulalongkorn and Southeast Asia

Sirindhorn Anthropolgy Center of Silapakorn University

The latter part of the reign of King Rama V corresponded with a tumultuous eriod
in Philippine history, namely the rise of a nationalist movement, anti-colonial revolution
against Spain, a successful (if short-lived) Philippines republic and the imposition of
American colonial rule. Politically repressive and intellectually stifling, Spanish
colonialism in the Philippines served as the context within which and against which
nationalist intellectuals such as Jose Rizal and Isobelo de los Reyes engaged in history-
writing, ethnography and linguistic studies. They were “Oriental Orientalists” engaged in
the search for Philippine civilizations which, once recovered, could serve as the basis of
unity for the then-gestating Philippine nation.! But the violent intervention of American
rule (characterized by one scholar as “pious paternalism punctuated by often brutal
pacification operations”) thwarted nationalist aspirations for an independent nation and
occasioned another kind of civilizational discourse, one which referred to American
understandings of Christianity.

For the ease with which the term Christian is used in connection to civilization,
the transition from Spanish to American colonial rule illustrates that not all Christianities
were not alike. When expansionist Protestant Christian America faced the Catholic
Christian Spanish colonial state in the Philippines, the hierarchies of white over non-
white were inflected by hierarchies of Christianities, namely Protestantism and
Catholicism. The hierarchies of Christianity were impertant because they were related to
hierarchies of colonizers, the idea that certain colonial rulers and forms were better than

others. In the view of Americans, those countries most closely associated with Latin

! The phrase comes from Megan C. Thomas’ Orientalist Enlightenment: The Emergence of
Nationalist Thought in the Philippines, 1880-1898 (unpublished PhD dissertation, Cornell University,
2002).



(historically Catholic) Europe were to be superceded by the higher ones, namely those
which embodied Anglo-Saxon civilization.> Additionally, as I intend to demonstrate in
this paper, the task of civilizing an already Christianized people took on an added
urgency and validity as the form of darkness which enveloped Filipinos was not

‘savagery’ but something worse: an impure or pagan Christianity.

Siamese and Global Siwila:

Central to the idea of civilization was the notion of a hierarchy of societies in
which white people were located at the apex and this schematization legitimized the rule
of Europeans and Americans over less civilized people throughout the world. As the
historian Prasenjit Duara argues, the from the late 19" century until the end of the First
World War, the relationship between nations and civilizations was transformed such that

[13

to be a nation was to belong to a higher order of civilization “...continents were
subjugated and held in thrall because they were not constituted as civilized nations by
means of a formulation where to be a nation was to be civilized and vice versa.” * Since
the 18™ century the idea that there were civilizations which were not European or
Christian had existed but, Duara notes, that during the 19® century a ‘singular
conception’ of Civilization became dominant such that only civilizations based on
Christian and Enlightenment values could claim the right to sovereignty.

In the main, the ‘ethos of civilization” which dominated the new world order of
the mid-19" century allied itself with Anglo-Saxon culture and this was, in turn,
identified with Christianity. The Siamese elites, however, chose not to “couple siwilai
with Christianity” [Thongchai, 2000]. The significance of this refusal to conflate

civilization with Christianity was far-reaching. By elaborating a distinctly Siamese form

of being civilized, the Siamese and later Thai state had nearly limitless possibilities to

2 Thomas McKenna, Muslim Rulers and Rebels: Evervday Politics and Armed Separatism
(Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1998), p. 88.

¥ Unsurprisingly, this view was not shared by those Europeans on whom the benefits of
Anglo-Saxon civilization had not been felt. When the haughty Spanish Dominican archbishop of
Manila Bernardino Nozaleda was forced to converse with the conquering Americans, he was at a
loss to find gre who could speak to him in Spanish and was appalled at the ‘barbarous American
Latin’ an Irish-American Catholic priest resorted to in order to attempt ‘communication.” From
Leon Ma. Guerrero “Nozaleda and Pons: Two Spanish Friars in Exodus” in Studies in Philippine
Church History, Gerald H. Anderson, ed. (Ithaca, N.Y.: Comnell University Press, 1969), p. 182.

* Duara, Prasanjit “The Discourse of Civilization and Pan-Asianism”, Journal of World
History, Vol. 12, No. 1 {Spring, 2001): 99-130.



exploit Buddhist and royal traditions. Things Christian, to the extent that they could
serve the interests of the Siamese elites were welcomed in the kingdom but only insofar
as they could offer the Siamese paths to modernity which did not impinge on or challenge
Siamese civilization. In this vein first Siamese, then Thai rulers, could introduce and
sanction the circulation of ‘the modern’ in such as way as to have the modern re-affirm
all that was (and is} good about ‘traditional Siam.’

One example of this is the place of Christian (Protestant and Catholic) schooling
in Thailand which, from the mid-19" century through the present, offered the possibility
of mutual exploitation on the part of the school owners and the Thai patrons. The
religious nature of these schools was quickly obscured by their reputation for being
places where “Good English” is within reach. Here English should be read as a signifier
for things modern, things which can be acquired but which pose little threat to
Siamese/Thai cultural values.

Throughout the reign of King Chulalongkorn then, the ruling elites of Siam were
pre-occupied by the pursuit of civilization or siwilai. Thongchai writes that “as the
traditional imperial power of the region, Siam was anxious about its position among
modern nations. ...[i’s] superiority had to be obtained in a new world order ...whose
ethos was ‘civilization’.”® But this ‘quest for siwilai’ was undertaken not only in reaction
to the colonial threat. “Rather it was an attempt originated by various groups among the
elite, ... to attain and confirm the relative superiority of Siam...” This was accomplished
by means of re-conceptualizing Siam with regard to Europe and, equally important, by
differentiating the zones of siwilai inside Siam as well wherein the elite and the city were
above or ahead of village and forest. All those who were regarded as ‘Other’ both inside
the kingdom and beyond its borders were not identical and all discourses about

siwilai/civilization were not the same.

American Christians: Catholics, Protestants and civilization in the Philippines

Though officially secular in nature, and committed to breaking the hold of the
Spanish Catholic state in the Philippines, the American colonial regime was deeply
Protestant in outlook. Protestantism in America at the close of the 19" century was the

religion the uling class; the Catholic Church in America was, at that time, the religion of

% Thongchai Winichakul, “The Quest for ‘Siwilai’: A Geographical Discourse of
Civilizational Thinking in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century Siam”, Journal of Asian
Studies 59, no. 3 (August 2000); 528-549.



the largely urban-based, immigrant working class and poor. Within a few short decades,
the position of the American Catholic Church and American Catholics would change but
at the close of the 19™ century, antipathies were at their height between these groups. If
the hostilities between American Protestants and Catholics were mostly local, behind
them lay a deep distrust for all things emanating from Rome. In the Philippines,
Americans believed they had come face to face with the fruits of rule by the backward
looking, superstitious, Catholic Church.
In the words of a Protestant American leader:

Whatever else the United States does for the Philippines she owes it to
humanity to see to it that religious liberty is secured to the people. Break the
clutch which Rome has put upon those people, and give them a chance for a
civilization which is something more than Christianized paganism. ... The
taking of the Philippines is part of one of the holiest wars ever undertaken by
men. . . . This is our opportunity to give the Gospel and liberal Western ideas and
institutions to a people in the Far East.®

Recent scholarship on the American colonial regime in the Philippines makes it
possible to talk about differences among the colonial rulers; military and civilian
officials, for example, had competing visions of how the colony was to be administered.’
At the time of the Spanish-American War and the subsequent Philippine-American war
(1898 for the former and 1898-to roughly 1910 for the latter) the United States had not
yet established and administered a full colonial regime. American imperial aspirations
did not emerge overnight; indeed the empire that Americans controlled in 1900 was, in
the words of a noted US. historian “..not a break in their history, but a natural
culmination.”® Nonetheless, the Philippines represented the first attempt at colonial rule
on a scale as large as the island nation,

Searching for models of colonial rule elsewhere in Southeast Asia, American

colonial rulers found much to be admired in British rule. In her recent study on

2

® Rev. R.G. Hobbs “The Philippine Islands”, The Christian Advocate, LXXIII (Sept. 1, 1898)
1410-11 quoted in Gerald H. Anderson, “Providence and Politics behind Protestant Missionary
Beginnings in the Philippines”, Studies in Philippine Church History, Gerald H. Anderson, ed.
(Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1969), p. 298.

7 For detailed assessments of American military view on colonization as well as its
implementatjbn m Mindanac, see Patricio N. Abinales Making Mindanao.: Cotabato and Davao in the
Formation of the Philippine Nation-State (Manila: Ateneo de Manila University Press, 2000). For
the particular character of American military rule in the Cordillera mountains of Luzon, see Frank L.
Jenista The White Apos (Quezon City: New Day Publishers, 1987).

® Walter La Feber, The NewEmpire: An Interpretation of American Expansion, 1860-1898
{Ithaca, N.Y ., 1963), p. vii.



American rule over the Muslims in the Southern Philippines, Donna Amoroso writes that,
“In contrast to the alleged tyranny and decadence of Spanish imperialism, the supremacy
of Anglo-Saxon civilization and self-proclaimed British governing genius were accepted
at face value. When the first Philippine Commission proposed a plan for the American
government of the Philippines, it critiqued the Spanish system of government and used
British Malaya as a basic model for some aspects of the colonial relationship.”® Though
initially helpful when American colonizers were determining how to rule the hitherto
ungoverned (hence potentially ungovernable)} Muslims, Americans eventually rejected
British forms for their own.

Alongside the pragmatic considerations of how to actually govern the Philippines
remained the question of justifying the conquest to a small but vocal opposition in the
United States. It was one thing for Christian rulers to bring the messages of Jesus Christ
and Free Trade to those living in darkness but it was quite another for an officially
democratic nation to impose itself on another officially Christianized one, and one which,
for good measure, had declared itself sovereign in its revolt against Spain. In such an
instance nothing less than destiny and divine will would do.

What follows is one of the one frequently quoted passages in the history of
American colonization of the Philippines. It comes from an interview that President
William McKinley conducted with a leading member of a Protestant delegation.
McKinley refers to the need to ‘civilize and Christianize’ the Philippines which many
have read as an indication of McKinley’s vast ignorance about this country. While
ignorance about another country has never been sufficient cause for an American
president to shrink away from conquest, McKinley's words might better be understood in
light of the hierarchies of Christianity this paper has described. His recorded interview is
one of the more extraordinary passages in the history of American empire and deserves to
be quoted in full.

The truth is 1 didn’t want the Philippines, and when they
came to us as a gift from the gods, [ did not know what to do with them.
.. . I sought counsel from all sides---Democrats as well as well as
Republicans—but got little help. . . . I walked the floor of the White
House night after night until midnight; and I am not ashamed to tell
you, gentlemen, that I went down on my knees and prayed Almighty
God for light and guidance more than one night.

? Donna Amoroso, “Inheriting the ‘Moro Problem’: Muslim Authority and Colonial Rulein

British Malaya and the Philippines” in Julian Go, ed. The American Colonial State in the Philippines:

Global Perspectives, (Chapel Hill, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2003).



God was able to accomplish what the Democrats and Republicans could not and
the president’s prayers were finally answered.

And one night late it came to me this way—1I don’t know
how it was but it came: (1) that we could not give them back to Spain—
that would be cowardly and dishonorable; (2) that we could not turn
them over to France or Germany—our commercial rivals in the
Orient—that would be bad business and discreditable; (3) that we could
not leave them to themselves—they were unfit for self-government—
and they would soon have anarchy and misrule over there worse than
Spain’s was; and (4) that there was nothing left for us to do but to take
them all, and to educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilize and
Christianize them, and by God’s grace do the very best we could by
them, as our fellow-men for whom Christ died.

This much of the quotation is cited frequently and analyzed accordingly. But it is
worth quoting the remaining section:

And then [ went to bed, and went to sleep, and slept soundly, and the
next morning I sent for the chief engineer of the War Department (our
map-maker), and I told him to put the Philippines on the map of the
United States, and there they are, and there they will stay while [ am
President, '

This last part of McKinley’s quote is many ways the most interesting, especially as it
shows a nascent attempt (in the long run unsuccessful) to do what King Chulalongkorn
did to define the borders of Siam. Though the terrain on which civilization/siwilai were
articulated and argued in both Siam and the Philippines were quite different; the
importance of the concept illustrates the degree to which each of these emerging nation-
states were in the throes of cultural transformation at the turn of the 20" century. Ineach
instance, the nationalisms that coalesced in reference to civilization, among other
referents, were informed by understandings of the past, both distant and more immediate.
In the Philippines, it fell upon Protestant Americans to remedy the damages of benighted
Spanish rule. True Christianity had to be rescued from the darkness and superstition that
was Spanish Catholic colonial rule. The moral autherity for the colonial mission of

America in the Philippines was that much more binding as a consequence.

[ & -

"General James F. Rusling, “Interview with President McKinley,” The Christian Advocate,
LXXVIII (Jan, 22, 1903), 137-38. The interview took place on Nov. 21, 1899 but it was not
published until more than three years later.
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35 LaRAN W.A. 2414 (A.A. 1872)*

Tl wa. 2415 wzumaudiawssgaenmnanshagissmai 5 Idadausang
Audn Feaiuanagldmsnesawadngulugneduuaumanion Suifludmil
284 “Banguduide” (British India)' vuhunmsiadiasmusemadiuadai 2 ludoums
idinudhay 6 af'  msweddeududrlusfniiudiumsedeidiumams
meldenuiusevrasaniawly (Lord Mayo) séseduwmingUieuaszdmadngy
SSansmsuieduis (Viceroy and Governor-General) 1uﬂ’ﬁl.aﬁﬁlﬂ%¥x‘nfuf‘lﬁi}:‘lﬁtnzﬁ
Salls wrazm s wnzazumis uazdngs deusnafiududeiodom’  ueifl
unngdahmaiwsenalsadazafaiaududniuhdysuividnainsldumly
Bwinde 47 Su wninsldosluiiau g erviwaiies 4 Su wiiludrsivgiladoua:
Aoulamunardalifiond  indmmsjurieialsdnmnmaaiinalsenareds
mafl 5 ez lianuauladanszrsnsdefaiinsaillududeduddy vueifozos
fazdnmienoimstnensiisiatiufusduleoamsmh  Fndnldhidhnhudies
fagluenuaulenasgunasasamunlasdadiaciuudfusanuasidanpaiogsmly
Hw.a. 2310 et °  TesawsagniadaneiminmhEusdymagnmuosgey
@eduuauinuaaniinudnguluseanudange-wan (First Anglo-Burmese War,
f.6.1824-26/  W.d.  2367-69)  AwusoustATId 2 (A.f. 1852/
N.A.2395) ﬁdaquﬁnWitaﬁatﬁauwﬁwLﬂunm 4 Su tumadnsanlidaewiudiasiu
Iihilldnsansdamgidiufaomnein®  uinmssisfinsdnuneng fsiidams
ﬁ'wtﬁmL?Ju-s'mﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmguﬁﬂm‘i snnmsananiluinadumsiasuamy
suladnywiensdiaugWdumsedadaududelul wa. 2415 dae

' gdinasanaudivanye British India 14 Edward Balfour, The Cyclopedia of India and of
Eastern and Southern Asia, Vol. 1 (1967), pp. 447-83 laaawizmh 461-462.

* génhlae mayind inwasd3 Ty sndeaiun awe uds, MFM d3ann wla, 3.5 @he
B (yadidlalednlszindlng, 2546), mi (5), (6)

S e, wh (5) opwam‘é‘amv‘iwﬁu‘lu “qrgrynuddslsswngdude wa. 24157 lu
WRadwidin 2415 (njamwa - USEn didnfaniBnad dad, 2543) mh 61-63.

' g @iedmiy 2415, died, mhil 7-19 ; g 5.5 wibwde, Saudluenasdiead
2, wih 1.

* g ques giusnuwy, “wihludiinuesanmdlavesnulne” Ty wahsulne (@nindiad
wimy, 2542), mh 19-31; JuiNALANNY, YBsHaINsEaRuLTS e lulanvienilng
(EinAnwaniundimms, 2539), wih 218-237.
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(British Indian Government) Hitafnon (Calcatta) AUTEHINNENE Ainuiedy 3 A%
wumgnnénﬁqmﬂ’lm‘% The Anglo-Burmese Wars saruaauwsntiaaulutedl wa.
2367-2363 (A.6. 1824-1726) asfutralensismait 2 aassmad 3 Manuesn 2
Walull w.d. 2395 Ltaxﬁuqﬂaq'luﬂsiam (A6, 1852-53) anfudNauzsIaman 4
uazmﬂ'i"mﬂ%v’ﬂqmﬁwmﬁ@'lu’ﬂ W.el. 2428 (A.6. 1885) anfudnduman 5 ludnnu
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" D.G.E. Hall, Burma (London : Hutchinson & Co., 1960), pp. 92-96 ; n‘mufjuuﬂ%ﬂ
USzWUS WA, WISTITWEA1IRVIN Lan 4 (2456), M 363-367, 369-372 ; WL IBWIAING
Wai1 188 5 (2456), M1 384-385.
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%wmmfuﬁgmuﬂmﬁ'a-aviwﬁwﬁ'tywawwﬁwﬁné’nzﬁu’tﬂﬁwaumﬁaﬂauﬁmu:d‘s (Prome)

ufiadumly (Yandabo) MAINDIMNIIgnguiimasnsuaia 40,000 au
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one in British military history.’12 5\1ﬂ§]1§ﬂ’1ﬂ107ﬂ'l‘iﬂ”l?lﬂﬂ Major-General Sir Archibald

¢ Major Snodgrass, Narrative of the Burmese War (London : John Murray, Albemarle-Street,
1827), p. 1 ; D.G.E. Hall, Burma, pp. 101-103.

® Edwar Whiting Fox, The Emergence of the Modern European World (Oxford, 1992), pp.
132-136.

" Fudawssdusnediss psuwszndnyw, “afinadaswemansiudiuyame
wissnnanewaNaaNaNtd,”  IamnamanNaatA  (nyunwr : UiTndaaeTinineiweny,
2530), M1 4, 5.

" Major Snodgrass, pp. 8~22, 27-32, 44, 78-79 and 90-91.

" D.G.E. Hall, op.cit., p. 103 ; D.G.E. Hall 5y Tusmanuasaiusanguimaesussud
§4 40,000 au Tustnuilifidediellidind 15,000 Au uinuien 4% esdnnudnaniide
Mawnemalsnsdag, @udendu, mh 105 @3‘31%&%’3%1?5:4@11’[&: B.R. Pearn, ‘“The War of
1824’ in A History of Rangoon (Rangoon, 1939), pp. 111-129 ; Hﬂﬂ‘i']uﬁﬂﬂﬂh‘wﬁ’]ﬂ%‘ﬁﬁuixﬂz
nanounh 2 1 dlsedensamddinguithiguiuanmmglioimeuasidaasmh  udmn
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B9 Aelutesewnetui 1-14 Sunew w.e, 2367 (a.d. 1824) FeadariudlumssulummBZuama
et wilinlvgimh fa wiiamar (Banduwla) yuwansndsnouiigauacge Fuaeyhdnsiden
wangawsninaundhssuazasseiy Tumssuafniuumiumashidwarinuaswans #e njednu



1 s vel o lé [ ) A oo v < ¥
Campbell  waivwlvgiiannsamsizusmhindhiamdnnmnulwnsdiganedn
v ol 1 o v o o o ar ¥ oo <
ariuanzasnezumaiuazgaaaziuldidunadizs  sansinegasuiaulndunies

duneeznsemadendu  walidussvasliududsdansaaiiavhddguuiiamne
il

mc-mué’qnqa—wshﬂ%”miﬂwaw'fmau%ﬁ'tytmﬁuqu (The Treaty of Yandabo)
Feaaunluiui 24 AMMWUE W.A. 2369 (A.A. 1826) au%ﬁrgmwﬁazﬁaugﬂuuwmia
anatlundmmsgAmanaeadlanasiuan  HReusnnnenuiuidlanaadusuin
ariusanuwinuarlneg  lusddygniruslilaGendasdie  ussanmsdulainesdu
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srfunazasimaisudiuiizessuasiiathusmimeisusnaauaznziaduemily

Uszdns aemnilszine 60,000 A %ﬁwu“)unmsmmﬁn mimwé’qmﬂﬁﬂzmﬁunmﬁwﬁqnqu
%qﬂwmsd%ﬁamgﬂﬂnﬁu 1,300 funmisuan (sepoy) 2,500 Ay unmsuinmnsm 15 Ty
wnimasfimdamdmmsluiiduliymudies 7,000 au dawmnnuaaglUdisuiwsngquiiias
aywy ¥ieMuwy (Danubys %38 Doncobew) vudnhiuazas (Panhling) Sudhudumahddnde
sangdnhBniflng  wivsimaeimumsnswmiagaslasmmsmsdsouasJostviusnh
pogdntndaidnidanmahnuih  hnindinRtsmenuraaadasiugmedd  mssuiildnue
Tunamasdssiiaslugmbiasasuuiunivieiden: ussnidmldfeiuhdnilundanman
withlvg uasithdgfadugnsitdmsuismdnindeulndundindosiumsladresGalusanguly
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ntuliiiaanuuasaiothudasivannamnivlvgdsmsadagnddmuaianeduhinaa
wuigndntnowssmah  gnsimslidetiuindudasllauuasunmsiinhdasiulumumablugjg
upsnaiisnaquininldfuwinedell lidsohbidhduivlesnmsfinasasiaulndundlalszind
feenunilamosmwararsrasnmsnnassiuen widuiuwuusiwlidmaniauadudnee
anlddngisyIneluaiodon ; Snodgrass, op.it., pp. 99-116, 174, 175; nuMiuNTEUY,
819U, VI 386-428 ; The Burney Papers, Vol. 1, pp. 1-6, 23-26 ; D.G.E. Hall, Burma, pp.
97-105.

** D.G.E. Hall, Burma, p. 105, Wis51nsAamsn g inulndund $amad 1, s, mh
98.
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H Snodgrass, op.cit., pp. 314-319 ; John Crawfurd, Journal of an Embassy from the
Governor-General of India to the Court of Ava in the year 1827 (London, 1829) pp. 35-43 ; The
Treaty of Yandabo (1826) 'lunmﬁn‘Jummw:hﬁﬁzq'Lu The Royal Orders of Burma (Amindaw) %39
wanefuds aefuil 24 numWug 2369 (1826) @ The Royal Orders of Bumra, A.D. 1598-1885
Part Eight A.D. 1813-1853, edited with introduction, notes and summary in English of Each Order
by Than Tun (Kyoto : The Centre for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, 1988), pp. 101-
104, 445-446 ; The Treaty of Yandabo mamwiwingnulassnitiumwdingelagaziduansaud
aBwelay Anna J. Allott, The Treaty of Yandabo 1828, to be published ; q FNLAVTINTUNTEEANT
TIWUNIN, Tnasumain (wszums | uwsfinen, 2514), mih 754-756.

" D.G.E. Hall, Burma, p. 105 ; see Article Two of the Treaty of Yandabo, note 128,

' Edwar Balfour, The Cyclopaedia of India and of Eastern and Southerm Asia, Vol. |
(1967), pp. 524-525 ; MuasidnniSoq British Burma @'lm‘%'amﬁmﬁ‘u Vol. II, pp. 290-294 ; Uz
LAZYAULINSIUNYAY Chief Commissioner gl'luﬁ'mtﬁmﬁ'u, Vol. I, p. 795.

7 samiNunEUY, WIESIBNAIaIWAN Las 5, wih 412.
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FuwuanidiuissAnlununwsenemumiaam uEm@anmylssing (an alinsd o agsm)
(wazuns: TsauWlanafinssmsuing, 2481), wih 25 ; Inangpwesenduiuh sediniay
Tn"a‘uﬂi'ﬂ%%miﬂﬁﬂws:mnautﬁqw'imj'qmﬁnﬁmgiﬁ"x Tasutmanssaudange-wih (1824-1826)
Tuwaneghy Maanviiadanas John Crawfurd fdanlull w.e. 2367 SINMINBOME8Y Captain Henry
Bumey nluvanwiisamberu nndlinisgndisingy LRSI BUY B ATEETIn
aanlUiasm Fuim uasnimsfndupuiwdinquieiineazazuszt i ; @ The Crawfurd Papers
(Bangkok, 1915), p. 20 ; Burney Paper Vol. I, pp. 1-7, 17-18, 28-37, Inufuwai, wih 691-
771; Snodgrass, pp. 80-89, 304-305 ; PnnauGuIIMAH 3 MuNBNUTIMIENgY, Al
wisnmmupaamiwszan  audawssdiese  dibramanew@nwms (siudlona
WITREUING, 2475), MmO 3-9.

'® 1.5. Furnivall, Colonial Policy and Practice. A Comparative Sindy of Burma and
Netherlands India (Cambridge, 1984), p. 70 ; see also, D.G.E. Hall, Burma, pp. 106-130 ; n3y
WiuNTEYY, WITTIEWIANIMI WD (BN 5, Mt 421-423 uazvih 552-574 | Edward Balfour,
The Cyclopedia of India..., pp. 524-528,



ﬁ'ﬁyfmawﬁnr&umﬂmm%v'qu:sﬂ wadidaulmdnduiiswmuin Fwidlusnnuiy da
M3 “Mvuadunsuuay’ (borderline) swiludimsiauinannafndamdusunivy
wivsidihastunnamwiigimgiicnsasaiafunamimme Unngmanilhatu
muviisrnumn-sainguaseil 2 Fussessaninhldwindasge dedunaunavld
waqzjuﬁszaﬁﬁxmum duldun neasne (Martaban) vRaMA (Pegu) 8193 wasweAy
(Bassein) ﬁwuﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂwﬁqgnnu'zﬂi'nnL?Juum'nawﬂﬂ (The Province of Pegu)®’ wavn
sATINASIN IRamsimuadunsiuauwiNainrasnadindngiuiyua
BaNgUEMIHE i‘iqﬁ%'aﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂﬁiamfhﬁumﬂﬁ (Myede) éqmﬂﬁf'auummz’fuaamjmz’fu
on WIBLAUNTVEEY (Karenni) ruepuiviianaauiiawmasd (Toungoo) 'luejmf'mﬂm

. ) P oa 4 aw 21
(Sittang) uazshusauwmilazawned luaudind sanguansriziu

Tuliw.e. 2403 (A.6. 1860) MENSIHATNIINGY-WIh AR 2 ne 7 T wie
Aaumstafawsenzdniivdauwi 12 1 Winowasingudude (British India) Hlagn
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vauy dangewa (British Burma) HUNATIUNGN (Central Provinces) 5n5d (Madras)
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A Fanuaiidmailneses (Commissioner) uaziinassiuimalngisngumh e
Hunudmdududmanluguiends  dudwdiudl 31 wamew  wa. 2405
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* D.G.E. Hall, Burma, pp. 112-114 ; Edward Balfour, The Cyclopedia of India..., pp. 524-
528.

* D.G.E. Hall, Burma, p. 114 ; See also, R.R. Langham - Carter, “Burmese Rule on the
Toungoo Fromiier” IBRS, 27 (1937), Reprint (1977), pp. 15-31.

2 g luenasendi 1 ; @tﬁimﬁu Capt. C.L1.F.S. Forbes, British Burma and Its People
(London, 1878), pp. 1-8.

* Fdward Balfour, p. 525.
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* \fivaumdy 2415, wih 7.
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Juadagranadicny  wEduunsinnradseneuiNupuaNuiluinauwaIn
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o O o ar & o :3’
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9 o =3 = A ok = ] nI
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- =4 = - (] = ol J 3
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* R.R. Lanham - Carter, Old Moulmein (875-1880) (Moulmein: The Moulmein Sun
Press, 1948), pp. 8, 9.
*® Ibid., 11, 19.
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v oA . ' o o & o '
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mu'a-am:a'\u‘rm%a'lﬁﬁni_qmwﬂé‘f nawne®  wofiueudenguwah (British Burma)
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o
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wingrhgsiedadafiunzasumsiafoundallladfiell we. 2373 Wauddn warwick 16
siaideita Davil 2uAsz N 50 Fudy Saandn 2 Ti%a Woodlark Fefivzrda 250 ufl
dgndatu gshesadaidiasiduiululashimaney  sumsndslddanmswannauts
fufimsradenadnslahdoazumed (Tenasserim) Hils19i 750 @y (W.A. 2384/
af. 1841) BadhiliivssiahldgmhinTflussarumn-singe adil 2 Mhefedae
Lifgainiuanindeline. 2396 (a.f. 1853) Fudhdiflsaifiganesgshedadad
diasunzazumie Unnghiifasenaszana 4527 dugnadidudhiinnui 10

*" B.B. Leach, “The Rice Industry of Burma,” IBRS (27/1937) reprint 1977, p. 61.

*R.R. Lanham - Carter, p. 53.

** Mr. B.O. Binns, Burma Gazetteer Amherst District, Vol. 1 (Rangoon, 1962), p. 57.

% fun “Forest Industries” Tu Sompop Manarungsan, Economic Development of Thailand
1850-1950 Response to the Challenge of the World Economy (Bangkok: Pimsuay, 1989), pp.
126-128.

¥'R.R. Lanham - Carter, p- 48.

2 Mr. B.O. Binns, p. 57.
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* R.R. Lanham - Carter, p. 51.

™ The British Burma Gazetteer, Vol. [[ (Rangoon, 1879), p. 360.
» @ Sompop Manarungsan, pp. 128.

*® (@hedudY 2415, vih 63,
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Fandoluasriafawsinsel Ashley Eden HN@UWUN Chief Commissioner at Rangoon
waz Lord Mayo, @"%’w‘immiq Govemor General War Viceroy of India 1ﬁﬁ1ﬁmﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂ
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“"Henry Yule, A Narrative of the Mission to the Court of Ava in 1885 (Oxford, 1858), pp.
305, 306.

* Ibid., pp. 305, 306.
** Burma Gazetteer Amherst District, Vol. A (Rangoon, 1962), p. 65.
“* B.R. Pearn, History of Rangoon (Rangoon, 1939), pp. 49-199.



13

1 b 3 Y L = dl‘g =4 4
#nfisanuzifashruuanyasnediindnsiidasngmiiadac idaeuly
1 ¥ oa = o ] ' P
raauihdnd efidlsedn: wasannsz snusmadudiaahduuenmunanlaisuiiu
Bt WFrmanaawszidaasawgn (W.A. 2295-2303) éwwamﬂmth\affqLflul.ﬁm‘rh
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Sdguszmaniseaadasilda madudlaahdesandm Filvangrudnngihludse:
o g o < ,J = ar A = @ at = L) ar W
nadudu desilldtunilanuddganuniidiasdeiudufufsnhbdydeandinn
usitinfay

marnsonludulioudisulSinaunmsdaimaantasnsaraninsasslasns
Feaiiias uudnanasaaamsei 19 Wudan(mmsegamemammorassed 24)
feumhil fivdngruseyhluiin.g. 2393 (a.6. 1850) USinumsdeaanm (2.7%) s
i naeha Ui inamsseeamhona (15%) uazwining (3%)* uinaINTE
wa. 2453 WuatahUSinamindeuazdeaaninldumetiuethasnaiisndunsnn
AMNA N MITAIRIaMaUanTRIaNIng USinadeantinldanluilin.d. 2400 (a.4.
1857) HU3mnasIn 69,000 Hu aoelutl 2415 (.6, 1872) YSinmmsdeaanlaiia
Uhinaih 154,000 du® (gansnnfdsuidsuil 1) adwlsidilanBeudsuisludu
Uszidanadunasansugiivdimsdeaendngemalansasnsaraninsseaiu
Vnamasingududsluniadnsnwdinguudrinsiivldhdingududeiudeanlsvau
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2369 (A.A. 1826) uddengud ldwanniledadu (Akyab) luuauszszauliiluunas
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Sugnnade 15 1) sedulddedimeamivtbinm 74,500 du Fohneldfe 1,257,000
3U (Rs.) uwarlull w.a. 2398 (A.¢. 1855 ‘fmLﬂuﬂﬁiwﬁ’lﬁnaﬂmﬁmuﬁﬁmrmun‘%)
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zﬂiwqéuﬁ1§saﬁLLazaqu (Irrawaddy—Sittang delta plains) Tuilw.6. 2395 (A.4. 1852)

“'Ibid., pp. 49-110.

2 Sempop Manarungsan, p. 41.

“® Ibid., p. 209.

“Chcng Siok-Hwa, The Rice Industry of Burma, 1852-1940 (Singapore, 1968), p. 5.
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vanUseme  LildusmSinaiinhandduly@sewainuumda Independent Burma
faglulnasasyasndaidivivnsdnindn: (@analfaudeui 2) Tudnnud§na
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Tguengdrunuiiu 17 159 FB. Leach Tuumamudas “The Rice Industry of Burma” ¢
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“Ibid., pp. 5, 10, 237.

* Ibid., p. 237.

s Furnivall, An Introduction to the Political Economy of Burma (Rangoon, 1957), p.
249, see also, Cheng, p. 80.

** F.B. Leach, “The Rice Industry of Burma,” JBRS, 27 (1937), pp. 64, 65.
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abfinIdeendIYNTITaIMINTIIIN  (8AT1EIU ‘000 metric tons)
W.A. 2400-15 (a.4.
Development of Thailand, 1850-1950

1857-72) AAWUMIN  Sompop Manarungsan, Economic

Year Exports Domestic Seed Feed and Total
Consemption Losses Production
1857 69 1,306 105 42 1,522
1858 8O 1,312 106 43 1,541
1859 57 1,318 105 42 1,523
1860 109 1,325 109 44 1,586
1861 1486 1,323 i12 45 1,626
1862 106 1,340 110 44 1,601
1863 119 1,348 112 45 1,624
1864 183 1,356 117 47 1,703
1885 4 1,364 105 42 1,514
1866 112 1,372 113 45 1,643
1867 139 1,380 1186 46 1,682
1868 159 1,388 118 47 1,712
1869 207 1,398 122 49 1,773
1870 197 1,404 122 49 1,771
1871 142 1,414 119 48 1,722
1872 154 1,424 120 48 1,747
mauf 2 addmsdieantnnniasiddgsasweinluaumaseine HBNAIN Cheng

Siok-hwa, The Rice Industry of Burma (1852-1940), ni1 237

Year Rangoon Akyab Bassein Moulmein Other Ports Total
1862/3 108,913 115,175 38,639 21,501 - 284,228
186374 170,077 152,688 39,366 16,113 - 378,241
1864/5 258,270 121,077 64,225 25,046 - 469,618
1865/6 202,125 120,472 62,649 40,951 - 426,197
1866/7 107,858 81,391 26,690 32,162 - 248,101
1867/8 163,142 97,878 37,160 27,735 - 325,913
1868/9 244,510 111,192 60,549 29,858 - 446,109
1869/70 181,964 69,185 51,063 27,429 - 329,641
1870/1 220,101 133,571 44,291 42,038 - 440,001
1871/2 265,613 105,894 55,274 60,381 - 487,162
1872/3 415,028 173,252 74,927 57,143 - 720,350
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