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For much of his long and scholarly career as a historian, Prince Damrong was intrigued by
the life of Naresuan. This northern prince led the Thai armed forces during a turbulent period in
the late sixteenth century, succeeded to the throne of Ayutthaya and is portrayed as the greatest of
Thai kings. The author begins the biography with a brief description of his subject’s family and then
turns to the first but unsuccessful Burmese attempt to conquer the kingdom in 1549. He continues
quickly through the second and third invasions from Burma in the 1560s, which brought the Thai
under Burmese control. The greater part of the book concentrates on the hard-fought restoration
of independence, beginning in the mid-1580s, and the ensuing struggle to secure the kingdom
against further foreign aggression.

aidea The Writings of Prince Damrong Rajanubhab:
A Chronology with Annotations

EIJL%H‘N Kennon Breazeale
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A wide range of printed books, on all aspects of Thai culture and history,
became available to the general Thai public, for the very first time, through the efforts of
Prince Damrong. He is credited with preserving many valuable manuscripts, which might
otherwise have been lost, and he wrote innumerable introductions to these and other scholarly
works. He published many detailed studies of his own, on a wide range of subjects. And
he laid many foundations that have served and inspired successive generations of scholars.
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with Asia
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From Japan to Arabia is the product of a three-day workshop held in 1995, when participants
were invited to focus on the city (of Ayutthaya) as one of the major port polities in pre-modern
Asia. In the opening paragraph to his own contribution, the editor, Kenon Breazeale, expresses
his view that a book comparable to the present study could not be written about any other Asian
nation. And indeed, the evidence assembled here is so impressive that by the final pages one would
be hard pressed to think of a similar case.
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Withdrawal Symptoms: Social and Cultural
Aspects of the October 6 Coup
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