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From Japan to Arabia is the product of a three-day workshop held in 1995, when participants were invited
to focus on the city (of Ayutthaya) as one of the "major port polities in pre-modemn Asia". In the opening paragraph
to his own contribution, the editor, Kenon Breazeale, expresses his view that "a book comparable to the present

study could not be written about any other Asian nation". And indeed, the evidence assembled here is so
impressive that by the final pages one would be hard pressed to think of a similar case.
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