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The bfvok “‘fﬂm Qim Nmm%«t ﬁwﬁ@%i;& E’é‘"my gfa ;ﬁh 5&«:2;65 and m,mymﬁ the
dlfferent by region and craftsmamhtp A?Jhmxgh it was vernacu Ear arg}?zzemura, it is deerviy
valued because it refiected the life style of people from the past until today.

Due to the rough routes to the remoie ares in isan, “Sim Nam Xoun (Water Sim}"’
were built temporarily for ordination according to Buddhist principles. I© must be built in
‘the natural waterbodies { Chataﬁra 983y} and far from the bank at splashing water
distance. Later on “‘Sim Bok §uun (Land Sim)”’ was permanently built in the style of the
Isan locality. It was also located in the official religious boundary, marked by boundary
stene balls (gniiia). '

We can classify isan Sim into 4 tvpes :

i. Pure Isap Sim :

2. Applied Isan Sim by local people (of the later period)

3. Mixed style of Isan Sim and the Capital style

4, Imitational style from the capital

Most remaining Sim wer “Land 8im’ as “Water Sim” was out-of-date during the
past 2-3 decades.

P
“Land Sim” can be classified into Z groups : oper Sim and selid Sim. Among
these 2 groups, they cold be identified by many styles and appearances. This was described
in chapter 3, topic 3.3,

Because Isan Sim means the northeast Buddhist holy temple, it is the holiest building
in the temple for ordination, monks’ activities "mﬂwmm} and prays (x391h@lunt).

Chapter 1 : Buddhism in Isan
Chapter 2 : Buddhist buildings in Isan
Chapter 3 : *‘Sim”” Architecture and its classification:
3.1 The origin of Sim (Water Sim and Land Sim)
3.2 The location of Sim
3.3 Styles of Sim
3.4 Decoration in Skn

In topic 3.3, styles of Land Sim can be separated into 2 types by the differences of
building structure:
A) Open sim can be classified as follows
A 1 Pure local style, there are two types
A 1.1 The style without colonnades
A 1.2 The style with colonnades
A 2 Applied style modified by local people (of the later period)
B) Solid sim can be classified as follows:
B 1 Pure local style, There are two typés
B 1.1 Built of wood

[ —



B 1.2 Built of brick and covered with lime plaster. This type -also has 2
' sub-types.

B.1.2.1 without colonnades

B.1.2.2 with colonnades

B 2 Applied style modified by local people {of the later period)

B 2.1 Built by Thai-Isan craftsmen

B 2.2 Built by Vietnamese craftsmen of have their influence. This type can
be classified by the following styles. They have different construction
techniques from the local Thai-Isan craftsmen.
B.2.2.1 withont projecting front
B.2.2.2 with projecting front
B.2.2.3 with protecting front and back
B.2.2.4 with surrounding colonnades

B 3 Mixed styles with the Capital (Bangkok) style.
It was altered from the traditional sim be craftsmen from the capital. For
example, they changed and added decorative features according to the Bangkok style.

B 4 Imitation styles of the Capital (Bangkok) style.
It used a standard desxgn by the Fine Afts Department in Bangkok or an
imitaiton of that style.

From the above classifiéation there are different appearances and styles of Isan
sim. It ranges from the style that admtrab!y expressed the vernacular architecture, the style
that was sadly destructive to vernacular architecture.

By collecting and classxfymg Sim stvles in this book, lt will hopefully bring the
following benefits:

1) increase the protective fove for art-architecture in the locality

2} understand the identity of 4san Sim

3) raise the mterest of’ both architects and art students in this toplc
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