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SYMPQOSIUM ON THE PREHISTORY OF THE
THAI PECPLE

The View From the Descipline
Of Chinese History

F.W, MOTE

It 1s well known to all historians of early Siam that the conjunction, in space and
in time, of the proto ~ historical phase of the Thai peoples with the historical era of
the Chinese has made the study of Chinese history a sine qua non of Thai studies. This
fact may give the historian of China some justiﬁcatioﬁ for participating in the present
symposium. However, the study of Chinese history is not guite the same thing as
the study of Chinese historical materials for the sake of reconstructing Thal history
and prehistory. I must point out that I speak in a very general way about the relation
of the discipline of Chinese history to this issue, and notas a specialist on the particular

problems of Thai history. Moreover, the very fullness of the Chinese documentation
of their own and their neighbors’ histories makes the use of that documentation

difficult. TEven a speaialist in this particular problem, given a lifetime, could scarcely
master all of the material. And I am not a specialist in either the period or the
subicet. Nevertheless, I shall try to coniribute something to the discussion of what
kinds of problems in Thai history and prehistory the discipline of Chinese history

can help to solve,
I. CHINESE HISTORY VIS-A.VIS SOUTHEASTERN ASIAN CULTURES KNOWN ONLY ARGHEDLOGICALLY.

Chinese history documents the civilization of the Nuclear Areal of Eastern Asia.
That early Chinese civilization was the primary source of the cultural impulses diffused
throughout the East Asian periphery; it sirongly influenced the cultures of the entire

Pacific Basin.2 It was the firtst culture of East Asia to enter the historical phase, the
first ta develop a writing system, metallurgy, irrigation, the earliest to witness the
transition to a highly stratified society, industrial specialization, and economic
integration of large areas. These include the usual indices of civilization, and they
emerged in North China in the period designated by the dynastic name of Shang (if
not earlier), roughly in the period 2000 - 1500 B.C. This earliest core of civilization
in Eastern Asia continued to be surrounded by Neolithic cultures well into recent
times.  The archeological record of these peripheral cultures shows that the pattern
of their progress from the neolithic into the bronze and iron ages is similar in most
essentials, and stimulated by diffusion from the earlier progress of the Nuclear
Area that become the historical Chinese civilization. Thus, for example, archeologists
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have come to use the term ““ Lungshanoid” to designate an important phase of the late
neolithic throughout East and Southeast Asia, Lung-shan being the name of the
Chinese site which represents that phase in the Nuclear Area. “Lungshanoid” has
been applied to the recent Kanchanaburi finds in Siam3, and to pre-Dongsonian sites
in Yunnan? and suggested in Malaya5 The implications for the archeologist of this
relationship of the Nuclear Area to the Southwestern segment of the periphery aré too
complex to discuss here.6 For the historian, they both reinforce and supplement
the historical record of the spread of cultural forms from China to an ever enlarging
zone of recipient cultures, in a process that has continued unbroken to the present
day in one degree or another. (Although in the case of the area comprising modern
Siam, Indian influences often have been stronger than Chinese ones, especially in
some later periods.) Sedentary agriculture, irrigation, metallurgy, domestication
of animals, sericulture, important forms of socizal organization and techniques of
warfare apparently all came into Southeast Asia in waves of cultural impulse from
the North China Nuclear Areas, though always with historical lags and in uneven
patterns of dissemination. For example, the Dongsonian “Tien” civilization of
approximately 200 B.C. to A.D. 200 or later in Yunnan probably received bronsze
and iron metallurgy more or less simultaneously from the Nuclear Area, although bronze
and iron emerged there separately, more than a thousand years apart; moreovér the
Tien culture and its successor cultures (including apparently the Nan-chao state)
remairied illiterate in its own languages for almost 2000 years after its kings and
courts accepted a limited use of the Chinese writing system for use in its dealings
with the Chinese government. Kwang-Chang, writing as an atcheologist, describes
“....the native cultures of South China, which in the main played recipient roles
under the tremendous impact of the Bronze Age and Early Iron Age civilizations
of the Huanpho valley.”’? Speaking as historians of the same process, we might
say that the Chinese historical record clearly establishes the boundary, for any time
in the last 2500 or 3000 years, between the central Chinese culture area and those
native cultures of the periphery undergoing cultural stimulus and, in many cases,
cultural assimilation. It details in particular the administrative procedures by
which the closer peripheral groups were governed and shows the pattern of relations
between those local governments and the centralized administration of the Chinese
empire, That is because a large portion of the Chinese historical record consisis
of the documents of its bureaucratic civil government. But the Chinese historical
record also reflects the cultural and economic life of these cultures, the more fully
as they became sub-cultures of China.

All of the foregoing consists of general statements. What does it signifly specifically
for the prehistory of the Thai peoples? Most of it has neutral or negative significance;
it accounts for the cultures of South and Southwest China and the regions further
south without indicating much at all about the Thai peoples specifically. To come to
the point more directly, many Thais have felt that the early history of Yunnan, if fully
and accurately known, would reveal much about the Thaj culture and prehistory. This
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does not now seem to be the case. As mentioned above (note 4), archeology now
knows Lungshanoid neolithic sites in Yunnan and further south that show close links
with China, and it has made the spectacular discoveries of the Bronze Age Tien
civilization, fully Dongsonian in character, These finds mean that a uniform culture
in successive stages of development now can be described, including the territory
extending along both sides of the border of China, from Western to Hanoi, and
including most of modern Siam.®  Since this Dongsonian culture in China’s
Southwest was immediately adjacent to the central Chinese culture area, we can find
extensive and definitive references to it in China’s historical writings.® The
significance of these finds for the early cultural history of the area of modern Siam
can scarcely be over-estimated. They establish the larger framework within which
the Kanchanaburi-Lopburi stratigraphic sequence and the various Dongson sites must
be fitted, and showing clearly that the determining cultural influences at that time
were of continental (Chinese) origin, or were mediated through the Nuclear Area
lying to the north. They were not, as Heine-Geldern and Janse have believed, subject
to direct Western Asian influence via the sea route.l0 This strenghthening of the
continental character of the cultural underlayers on which the modern civilizations of
Southeast Asia have emerged is very important for Thai history. And the fact that
the archeological record can be supplemented by reference to the Chinese historical
record helps us greatly in interpreting it. But so far, have said nothing about the Thai
peoples themselves.

1. CHINESE HISTORY IN RELATION TO SOUTHEASTERN ASTAN ETHNOLOGY

Chinese historical documents are full of references to various kins of “man” (ie.,
the Chinese word, not the English word “man”), the word used loosely to apply to
all non-Chinese peoples of the South, as well as to “vi” “fon-tsu” and “’u-jen” and
othgr generic terms, Countless specific tribal names, names of states and towns and
even of individuals also are recorded. Typical is Chapter 116, “The Account of the
Southwestern Barbarians,” in the Shih Uhi (ca. 100 B.C.)11 from which we learn a
great deal about the rulers of the Tien state referred to above as the important recent
Dongsonian site excavated in Yunnan. We can look at the Tien artifacts and read a
clear account of the life of the Tien people; Kwang Chang says of them: “the
archeologist reads rather than reconstructs the life of a people depicted in the bronze
art.”12  We must leave it to the historian of artistic styles to say whether these
artifacts bear any relation to Thai civilization. Meantime, both the archeological and
the historical records leave our basic question unanswered. That is, ethnic identifica-
tions rely principally upon the study of language. Which, if any, of the persons, tribes,
states can be identified as Thai? We know little or nothing of the languages of any of
the non-Chinese peoples of the South and Southwest of China until the 7th or 8th
centuries A.D. or later.

From the seventh and eighth centuries A.D. onward, that is, from Nan-chao times,
we begin to get some evidence about languages in this area. A vocabulary of between
20 and 30 words of the Nan-chao language has been preserved in a T’ang period Chinese
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transcription or transliteration, and study of this in connection with the field study of
the modern minority languages of the region clearly indicates that the Nan-chao
people spoke a Tibeto-Burman language. Moreover, some small groups of speakers of
Thai-related languages seem to be identifiable in the Nan-chao materials, and the
continuity of their identify into the present is possible through the study of the
historical records.’3 The Nan-chao case is relatively well-known, because of the
controversies about it in recent years. What is less well-known is that Chinese
administrative records for regions in South China inhabited by minority groups (often
local majority groups) of Thai-speaking peoples exist in considerable quantity,
especially for the period from the 11thor 12th centuries and onward. Moreover, some
of these groups have oral { and even recently written down ) traditions which have been
collected and studied only in the last 25 years, Here, I suspect, is the area in which
the greatest contribution to the bistory of the Thai-speaking peoples could be made.
Only when these local histories, administrative records, and oral traditions are fully

known, can the questions about the relation between the Thais of China and the Thais
of Southeast Asia be clarified.

Thus, for-the time-being the Chinese historian can make a largely negative
contribution to Thai prehistory, identifying peoples who were not Thais, and regions
that were not Thai dominated. But he can also point with some confidence to the as
yet unexploited materials of considerable quantity which may yet reveal the essential
outlines of the Thai peoples’ history.14
I, CHINESE HISTORY AND THAT HISTORY

Thai history in the technical sense usually is regarded as beginning with the
inscription of King Rama Kamhaeng in the late 13th century. Since our subject is
Thai prehistory seen from the descipline of Chinese history, we might conclude it with
the 13th century and the beginning of the Thais’ fully historical phase. But the
transition from prehistory to history is & gradual one. Thai documentation of those
early centuries of Thai history is sometimes scanty, and the Chinese record still can
be used to supplement it meaningfully. Hence a few more remarks may be in order.

The history of the relations between the Kingdom of Siam and the Empire of
China on the highest level of international relations can be reconstructed from
documents from hoth sides. It is true that the issue of this king of diplomatic relations
was not of first-rank importance to either state, vet the distinctive pattern of their
relations at that highest official level reveals something about both states. The recent
article by T. Grimm on Thai-Ming relations displays the pattern of relations, and
utilizes one king of the relevant materials.15 But it should be kept in mind that from
the 14th century onward, the unofficial and semi-official matenals become more
numerous and more revealing than the official ones.

The large problem of China's official relations with neighboring states, regularized
into the pattern of the “{ribute system”, is inadequately understood. Siam-China

tribute relations constitute a valid case study for which relatively good materials exist;
it merits the attention of Thai historians.
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China’s relations with the many groups of minority peoples on her South and
Southwest boundaries took a new form in the Mongol and early Ming periods (13th
and 14th centuries). The system of ““ local chieftainships 7 (“'u—ssu’") was established,
providing semi autonomous rule for local majorities. Through this system, the Ming
and Ch’ing dynasties (14th to early 20th centuries) regularized its administrative
functions and systematized its control by legitimating tribal rulers and charging them
with local responsibilities. Even after the founding of the Thai Kingdom at
Sukhothai, it is probable that a larger number of Thai-speaking people were ruled
through these “local chieftainships” under indirect Chinese control than were
governed directly by independent Thai monarchs, and the Chinese historical record
continuesto be the main source for their proto-history. This system remained uachanged
until the present century, and the system of so-called autonomous districts and zones in
Communist China today, specially created to govern the several kinds of minorities
(including several for large Thai-speaking minorities) may be regarded as modern
versions of this traditional system. The very interesting problem of Thai-speaking
peoples’ exposure to and resistance to Chinese cultural assimilation could be rather
fuliy studied from the Chinese administrative records of the traditional *local
chieftainships.” No exhaustive study of this subject is known to me. From such
study might come some of the improtant missing pieces of the puzzle of who the Thais
are and where they came from.

However, from what we already know of the history of these local chieftainships
first established of Thai-speaking and non-Thai-speaking peoples in the wake of the
Mongol conquest in the third quarter of the I3th century, we can say with certainty
that here was no mass migration of Thais or other minority groups out of Chinga as a
consequence of the Mongol invasions.18 The historical record forces us to conclude
that there was a stable continuity of these groups in the locations in which the
Mongols found them, under their perpetuating semi-self-rule from the 13th century to
the 20th. The history of the various local chieftainships shows that the number of
Thais who stayed fixed in ther South and Southwest China homelands from the 13th
century onward was fairly stable, and suggests that if there was significant migration
of Thais into the Southeastern Asian peninsula from those Thai communities in China,
it must have been no more than the diffuse and continuous draining off of excess
population there. If facts about larger migrations of Thai peoples are nedeed to
explain the Thalification of the peninsula, they must be sought elsewhere. But above
all we should caution that history of the Thais in South China must be more fully
studied from the Chinese administrative records of the last two dynasties before we

attempt to say anything further about the movements of Thai peoples within or into
Southeast Asia.

Other ways in which the Chinese historical records contribute to the study of Thai
history are seen in the use that scholars have made of the accounts of maritime travels
to the coasts of the Gulf of Siam. A typical example is Wolters’ recent article about
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Chen-li-fu;16 his source was a Sung dynasty documentary compilation, indirectly
reflecting travelers’ accounts. For the later centuries in particular we still have many
of the original accounts of pilgrims, diplomats and merchants. These are in general
the bestknown and the most fully exploited of the Chinese records relevant to

Southeast Asian history, but there still remains much inadequately exploited material
of this kind.

IV. SUMMARY

The Chinese historical record is closely linked to the interpretation of archeological
evidence from the neolithic and the bronze-iron prehistoric periods in the area of
modern Siam. Recent archeological finds of great importance sirengthen the
evidence for a dominantly continental (i.e. Chinese Nuclear Area) orientation of the
late neolithic and Dongsonian cultures in particular. Since these proto-historical
phases in Southeast Asia are both outer waves of stages experienced in the Nuclear
Area, and are phases in the lives of cultures adjacent to the record-keeping Chinese,
the study of the Nuclear Area is important for its analogy to the periphery as well as
for the incidental (but often voluminous) documentary materials it produced about
the periphery. But the distinctiveness of the *reciptient cultures” in the Southwest
segment of the periphery (i.e. the Southeast Asian peninsula) should not be overlooked.
Neither should it be overlooked that these neolithic *“ Lungshanoid” and bronze-iron
“Dongsonian” phases in Siam may have had nothing to do with any ethnic Thai

peoples, except as pre-Thai base layers upon which subsequent Thai cultural
development took place.

Chinese historical materials begin to provide linguistic data making possible the
identification of historical minority groups with their contemporary descendants, so
far ag Southeast Asia is concerned, only from the 7th or 8th century. However, from
the 11th and 12th centuries onward we possess & large and still mainly unexploited
mass of documentary evidence about the large blocs of Thai-speaking peoples in China.

The regional and local histories of the Thai-speaking minorities in China, suscep-
tible to reconstruction from Chinese adminisirative records and local gazetieers { fang
chih), together with the oral {or recently written down) traditions of those peoples,
must be studied to show the full story of the relationship between the relatively
stabilized (since 1250) minority communities in China, and the Thai peoples in
Southeast Asia. When this story is fully worked out, it may be expected to provide
missing pieces of the puzzle of * who are the Thai.”

Beyond this, the Chinese historical record supplements the Thai historical record
from the 13th century onward, especially on the subject of Sino-Thai official relations,
and by providing descriptive materials of the maritime trade in the Gulf of Siam.
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1) This term is used in the sense defined by Kwang-chih Chang in his Archeology of
Anctent China, Yale University Press, New Haven, 1963; this book is the fullest and
most definitive discussion of Chinese and related East Asian archeological problems
possible at the present stage of knowledge.

2} This is the opinion of Li Chi, expressed in the first of the three lectures comprising
his book, The beginnings of Chinese Civilization University of Washington Press,
Seattle, 1057,

3) See Per Sorensen, “Ban Kao”, jss, 52/1, April, 1964, pp 75-98, especially p. 91 1f.
It should be pointed out that Sorensen at the time of that writing apparently did not
know about the full range of Lungshanoid and the related *‘Geometric™ neolithic
tradition in South China, for which see Chang, Archeology of Ancient China.

4} Esp. the Chien-ch’uan site in Yunnan; see Chang, op. cir. pages 289-90, 'This site
was discovered in 1957,

5) B.A.V. Peacock, “A Short Description of Malayan Prehistoric Pottery,” in
Asian Perspectives, 111, 1959, pp 121-156, esp. pp 153-54. Peacock feels that a Greekorigin
for the black pottery in question is more Jikely than the Lungshanoid identification, but
the matter awaits study by experts on the Lungshan wares.

6) The obvious question is whether a Lungshanoid or other Nuclear Area related
pottery tradition can be identified underlying the Dongsonian in Vietnam. I know of
no studies bearing on this issue. But if Solheimis correct in identifying a stratigraphic
sequence from Lungshanoid neolithic to Dongsonian bronze-iron ages in the Kanchana-
buri-Lopburi complex, and the same can be demonstrated in Yunnan, and at least
Dongsonian phase clearly established in Vietnam, the continental links of these eras
of Southeastern pre-history would seem to be clearly established.

7} Chang, op. cit., p. 295; refer also pp 122 {f, 129, 288-290, and 295-298.

8) Chang, op. cir, pp 290-295,

9) See especially the historical summary provided in the official archeological report,
Yun-nan. chin-ning, chih-chai-chan ku mo ch’un _fa-chueh pao-kas (Report on excavations
of a group of ancient graves at Shih-chai-shan, Chin-ning District, Yunnan Province),
Peking, 1959, pp 4 - 9.

10) Chang, op. cit., p. 295, states: “ Heine-Geldern believes that the Dongson owed
its impetus directly to the Western Asiatic and Eueopean Bronze Age and Iron Age
cultures, (A footnote refers to Heine-Geldern, Saeculum 2, 1951, 225-55 ; and Faideuma,
5, 1954, 347-423.) This view is no longer tenable, however, since the cultural
affinities of the Shih-chai-shan cemetery clearly lie in the area of China. The Li-fan
and Dan-tzu group of Szechwan certainty provided the iminediate sources for any
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“Western Asiatic elements in the Dongson Culture”, This seems to have direct
implications also for Janse’s views about direct Western contacts with Dongson; see,
for example, his “On the Origin of Traditional Vietnamese Music” in Asian perspectives
VI1/1-2, 1962, pp 145-162.

11} Translated by Burton Watsen in his Records of the Grand Historian of Chaina,
Columbia University Press, New York, 1961, vol. 2, pp 290-296. This translation,
unfortunately, lacks adequate footnotes and shcolarly references to explain the
significance of the events discussed.

12} Chang, co. cit., p. 292.

13} T have discussed this briefly in my article “Problems of Thai Prehistory” in
The Social Science Review, vol. 2, no. 2, Bangkok, October, 1964, pp 100-109.

14) A partial bibliography of such works appears in Ling Shun-sheng, ed., Chung-t'ai
wen-hua lun-tsung, Taipei, 1958, pp 281-312; this bibliography does not include the
hundreds of published local gazetteers relevant to the subject.

15) T. Grimm, * Thailand in the Light of Offecial Chinese Historiography; A Chapter
in the ‘History of the Ming Dynasty’”, in JSS, vol. 49/1, July, 1961, pp 1-20.

16) Gordon G. Luce has translated some of the extracts from the official history of
the Mongol ( Yuan) dynasty history, the Yuan Shih see his article ** The Early Svam in
Burmese History,” in JSS, vol. 46/2, Nov. 1958, pp 173-214, esp. pp 127-133. For
preliminary studies of the ¢'u—ssu (*‘local chieftainship” ) system, see Pai-vi pien—min
ven-chiu by Chao Shun-hsiao, Hong Kong, 1953; and Shih-erh-an-na chih, by L1 Fu-yi,
Taip, 1955. The former is a study of the Pai-yi tribes and the latter is a history of the
Sib-song Panna District in Yunnan.

17} O.W. Wolters, ** Chen-li-fu, A State on the Gulf of Siam at the Beginning of the
13th Century,” in J55, Vol. 48/2, November, 1960, pp 1-35
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Shan {Chiengrai}

Chiengrai

Phrae

Nan

Lampang

Chiengmaij

Phuan { Ban Mi, Lopburi)
U-Theng ( Suphanburi}
Bangkok

Phu Thai (Sakon Nakhon)
Phu Thaji ( Wanonnivat, Sakon
Nakhon)

Luang Prabang

Kaen Thao (Saiyvaburi, Laos)
Dan Sai (Loei)

Loei

Thurakhom (Laos)

Vientiane (Laos)

Lom Sak ( Petchabun)

Khon Sawan {( Chaiyaphum)
Chaiyaphum

Nong Khai

Roi-et

Thawatburi ( Roi-et)
Wapipathum ( Mahasarakham)
Nong Phet { Bua Yai, Nakhon
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Muang Samsip ( Ubon)
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Pakse Bongfai ( Sawannaket, Laos)
Sahatsakhan ( Kanlasin)
Prachantakham (Prachinburi)
Bua Yai (Nakhon Ratchasima)
Khoen Kaen

Udorn

Phanom Phrai (Roi-et)
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Tha Tum ( Surin)

Yo (Sakon Nakhon)

Nakhon Ratchasima

Chumphon

Ranong

Chaiya (Surat)

Lang Suan (Chumphon)

Sawi { Chumphon)

Takua Pa (Phangnga)

Phuket

Ko Samui {Surat)

Krabi

Nakhon Srithammarat

Thung Song { Nakhon Srithammarat)
Trang

Phatthalung

Hua Sai { Nakhon Srithammarat)
Sengkhla

Ranot { Songkhla)

Yala

Satun

Tak Bai ( Narathiwat}
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THE LANGUAGE OF SUKHOTHAI
WHERE DID IT COME FROM?
AND WHERE DID IT GO?

LM, Brown

A comparative study of the 59 dialects listed on one accompanying sheet suggests the
family tree relationship shown on another. The numbers across the top of the family
tree show rough guesses at the time dimension. Neither the groupings shown nor the
timing should be taken as facts, of course, but as distinct possibilities. The {ollowing
three points, however, seem {airly certain.

1. Somewhere, sometime, there was a group of people who spoke a language that was the
parent of Shan, northern That, and central Thai, but not of the rest of the dialects treated
here. The time must have been at least 700 years ago but not more than 1000, ( No. 3)

2. Somewhere, sometime, there was a group of people who spoke a lenguage that was the
parent of the modern Lao- Yo dialects but not of the rest. The time must have been at least
400 years ago but not more than 900, ( Language number 18 on the chart. )

3. Somewhere, sometime, there was a group of people who spoke a language that was the
parent of the modern southern dialects but noi of the rest. The time musi have been at least
400 years ago but not more than 900. (No. 53)

Can these three groups of reconstrucied people be identified with any groups
known to history? The first group was most likely the Thai state of Chieng Saen.
The second, the old state of Luang Prabang. But what about the third?

This language was quite different from the contemporary Chieng Saen and Luang
Prabang languages and was probably not mutually intelligible with either of them.
The most significant thing about it for our purposes here is that it fit the Thai writing
system so nicely. It had three tones which corresponded exactly with the three
written tones of the Sukhothai seript. The languages identified with the states of
Chieng Saen and Luang Prabang, on the other hand, each had seven. It is incon-
ceivable that speakers of either of these two languages could have devised the writing
system of Sukhothai. Everything points to the fact that the ariginator of this script
spoke the parvent language of the modern southern dialects or one very similar. An
even more convinecing peint is this. The three tones of this language each had high
allophones in words with aspirate initials, mid allophones in words with glottal
initials, and low allophones in words with voiced initials. These consonants are
precisely the ones whose letters are referred to as “high’, ‘mid’, and “low’ consonants
respectively in modern Thai. The languages of Chieng Saen and Luang Prabang, on
the other hand, had low tones in the high consonant words and high tones in the low
consonant words. I can conceive of only one reasonable explanation for the origin of
this high - mid - low terminology.

The people of Sukhothai were the direct ancestors of the modern southern Thais.
A speaker of this language devised a system of writing for his language. The Sukho-
thai people later taught this system to the people of Ayuthaya. This was a difficult
task, for the Sukhothai way of writing tones did not fit the 7 tones ( possibly down to 6
by this time) at all. But a clever comparative linguist of the time found the solution.

1)



If he set up three classes of consonant letters, he could state rules for writing Ayuthaya
tones with the Sukhothai system. And what should these classes be called? ‘High’,
‘mid’, and ‘ low’ obviously, for that was the effect these consonants had on the Sukho-
thai tones. '

How did the Sukhothai language get to the South? And why is central Thai
spoken in Sukhothai today? It could have happened like this. King Ramkamhaeng
conguered and settled (or at least stationed large numbers of soldiers and adminis-
trators in) Nakon Srithammarat. Neighboring people learned the language of their
administrators and thus the language spread. In the meantime the language of
Ayuthaya spread in the same way and eventually completely replaced the language of
Sukhothai in the North.

It indeed seems very likely that the language of Sukhothai moved South. But
where, now, did it come from? The sitaation with the other dialects of the time is
what one would expect to result from a gradual southern movement of Thai people
from Yunnan. But linguistic evidence indicates that the language of Sukhothai had
been completely separated from the other Thai dialects for at least 300 years. Where
were they? Here is a clue,

Somewhere around 1000 A.D. a sound change swept over all languages of mainland
Asia east of Burma and Tibet. It went like this. First, voiced and voiceless consonants
influenced the tones of tonal languages and the vowels of non-tonal languages in
different ways. And then later the voiced stops lost their voicing, thus doubling the
number of tones or vowels, The Tibeto-Burman area was not affected. Might the
Sukhothai ancestors have been in Burma at this time? Tt is worth investigating.
Here is one possibility.

In 832 A D. Nan Chao conquered Prome, the capital of the Pyu. Thai soldiers and
administrators were stationed there and later lost ties with home. Their language
spread {as it was to do again from Nakhon Srithammarat 5 centuries later). Around
1050 the Burmese under King Anawrahta drove them out. They crossed through the
nearest pass and settled in Tak. These were the Thais that history finds in that area
in 1095. These people conquered the Khmer provincial center of Sukhothai later
(1238) after Khmer sirength had weakened.

This, of course, is just one possible guess. But guessing is an important step in
the method of science, if it can be tested. Here is a possible test.

Central and southern Thai share a large viumber of words that do not occur in the
other dialects. All we have to do is to collect these words and check them against a
test group of words common to all dialects for Tibeto Burman cognates. For if the
Sukhothai people had spent over 200 years in Burma, they very likely would have
borrowed many Pyu words. And during the 700 years of very close association between
the Ayuthaya- Bangkok people and the Sukhothai - southern Thai people, these words
would very likely have found their way into central Thai.

[ {2)
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19th September 1964
Gorge Ccedes

58, Avenue Foch
Paris (16e)
Kleber 57.96

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your letter, and for the rubbings of line 15 of the Sumanakuta
inscription. :

Although the letter v is far from being clear, I am ready to accept your reading wn
which is much more satisfactory than wun. The result is that the author of the inscription
is none other than King Lit T ai himself, and that the foot print on Khao Sumanakuta
was made by the same king, not by his father Lo T ai. The military campaign and the
boundaries of the kingdom of Sukhot'ai apply also to Lt T ' ai's reign.

I thank you very much for calling my attenttion upon my wrong reading, and I am
ready to examine any other suggestion you might have to make,

Yours sincerely

G. Coedés
4™



NOUVELLES DONNEES

sur Phistoire ancienne du

SIAM

JEAN BOISSELIER

Les peuples heureux n'ont pas d’histoire.... On aimerait croire que les anciens
occupants du Bassin du Me-nam ont joui, au moins jusqu’aux Xle-XIle siécles de notre
ere, de toutes les félicités, car il est, de par le monde, bien peu de contrées qui recelent

autant de vestiges archéologiques et n'ont livré qu’aussi peu d'informations de caractere
historique...

Tous les ouvrages d’histoire, méme les plus récents, ne font débuter l'histoire
ancienne de la Siam que dans les premieres décennies du VIle siécle, moment ot
de rares textes chinois mentionnent, fort brievement, le royaume de Dviravatl. Faute de
documents, un silence prudent couvre ensuite toute la période qui précéde lea mouvements
d’expansion khmere vers 'ouest au début du Xle siecle, puis a la fin du XITe siecle.

Des débuts aussi tardifs pour la période historique, 'absence de tout évenement
marquant durant quelque 4 ou 5 siécles ne laissent pas que de surprendre,..et, au milieu
des anciens royaumes de I’Asie du Sud-Est, ol les preuves de I'influence indienne sont
attestées beaucoup plus t6t vers les Ille-1Ve sidcles-et ol les faits historiques sont,
généralement, assez bien connus, le cas du Bassin du Me-nam paraitrait tout a fait
exceptionnel...et cela d’autant plus que les recherches récentes des préhistoriens, ausst
bien dans la région de Lop’buri que dans 1a vallée de la Khve Noi, ont révélé une intense
activité pré et proto historique. Il semblera, dés lors, bien difficile d’admettre, comme
on I'a encore récemment proposé, qu'une période de 5 4 6 sitcles de totale inertie ait
succédé a ces brillants débuts pour aboutir au brusque réveil et a 'épanouissement
artistique de la péribde de Dvaravati....

On pourrait, pour tenter d’étayer cette théorie, citer 'exemple de la Malaisie oit
comme I'a remarqué le Professeur Lamb et comme nous l'avons récemment constaté,
une trés longue période d’inaction parait succéder a une brillante culture préhistorique.
Mais les deux contrées ne sont, ni géographiquement, ni archéologiquement, comparables
et la Malaisie n’a, & aucun moment de son histoire, jamais témoigné d’'une activité
artistique qui puisse rivaliser avec celle du Bassin du Me.nam,

Plut6t que de nous contenter, pour ce dernier, de 'explication simpliste, inspirée
de la sagesse populaire, et que nous proposions en introduction, peut-étre pouvons-nous
tenter de trouver quelgques explications au silence paradoxal des sources chinoises et éla
pénurie des documents épigraphiques.

LE SILENCE DES SQURCES CHINOISES,

A partir du moment olt un commerce maritime chinois régulier s'établit, le transit
par le Bassin du Me-nam cesse de s'imposer... Les textes chinois ne mentionneront plus,
des lors que les contrées avec lesquelles les commergants, au cours d’escales nécessaires
seront en contact et celle qui, pour des raisons de bon voisinage, reconnaissant la
suzeraineté, au moins théorique, de la Chine, enverront & la cour des ambassades plus
ou moins régulieres. ...

Am



LA PENURIE DES EPIGRAPHES

Cette pénurie semble pouvoir s’expliquer en partie par le fait que dans un foyer de
culture traditionnellement bouddhique, les Princes paraissent avoir été beaucoup plus
préoccupés de 'acquisition de mérites, (émoins les innombrables formules ye okamms...
qui représentent a peu prés tout ce que nous connaissons de épigraphie ancienne, que
de gloire personnelle. .. Pour 8'en convaincre, il suffirait de comparer, 4 dates bien plus
basses que celles qui nous cecupent ici, 'emphase des inscriptions de Jayavaraman VII
a la modestie, la simplicité du Jangage de Rama Khamheng... Il est, au plus, assez
vraisemblable que comme a Ceylan, Uessentiel de |'histoire ait été confi¢ a des chroniques
qui sont, malheureusement, toutes disparues. ...

Ajoutons encore que, dans quelques régions au moins, telles qu’ U-thdng, la relative
rareté d'une pierre se prétant au travail des sculpteurs et des lapicides a conduit les uns
et les autres a ceuver sur la terre cuite ou le bronze qui constituent les matériaux
d’élection aussi bien pour la sculpture que pour I'épigraphie-cf. Uinscription sur plaque
de cuivre de U-thong, seul document royal de caractére historique actuellement connu,
au milieu du VIle siecle.

Dans d’autres régions a Lop’buri par exemple, les stéles semblent avoir été réemployées
pour de nouveaux usages au cours de [occupation khmere, telle la stéle a sujet

mahayanique sculptée sur une stéle inscrite dont ne subsistent que quelques caracteres
des VII-VIlle siécles.

Dans de telles conditions, c’est Varchéologie et 'archéologie seule, qui parait
susceptible d’apporter, & défaut de dates et de faits précis, les renseignements que nous
sommes en droit d’attendre sur une civilisation dont subsistent tant de vestiges et c’est
P'étude comparative du matériel des fouilles qui nous permettra d’en connaitre les
développements et Uévolution.

Ce sont les sites de Doog 87 Mabe Por, de Lop’buri et, surtout, de U-thdng qui nous ont
permis de trouver la clef du probleme.

[’étude du matériel rassemblé dans les Musées, celui découvert lors des fouilles et
des dégagements récents, celui recueilli au cours de nos propres recherches sur le
terrain, non pas seulement statues et vestiges architecturanx, mais tous les témoins
d’une activité humainesouvent davantageliés a la vie quotidienne qu’aux manifestations
religicuses-tels que fragments de poterie, perles de pierres dures ou de pite de verre,
bijoux d’or et d’étain, cachets, sceaux. ... tout ce matériel nous a convaincu que le
passage de la protohistoire & la période de Dvaravati s’opérait sans hiatus, généralement
dans les mémes sites, et que la culture de Dvaravati était I'héritiére directe d'une culture
antérieure directement apparentée a celle d'0Oc-&o, dans le transbassac... Cette culture
d’Oc-t0, découverte et publide par le Dr. L., Malleret, ancien directeur de TE.F.EO.,, est
considérée, sans doute a juste titre et en raison des différences profondes qu’elle présente
avec la civilisation préangkorienne, comme représentative du Fou-nan, plus ancien
empire mentionné dans le Sud-Est Asiatique. Mais alors que, dans le delta du Mekong,
les seuls témoins connus ne se renconirent que sur une aire trés limitée, ceux du Bassin
du Me-nam sont distribués sur une zone tres vaste, jalonnée approximativement par
le pourtour du bassin, et comportant d’importants prolongements, suivant les grands
axes de pénétration, vers lenord, en direction de Lamphuo, par Nakhon-Sawan et Tak, vers
vEst, en direction de Mahasarakam par le plateau de Korat, et en direction d’Aranya
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Prathet (et peut-gire méme de Battambang) par la région de Prachinburi, vers 1e sud,
par Petchburi, vers la Péninsule malaise avec une pointe extréme qui semble se situer
dans la région Surat-Thani-Sating Pra....

Tout, matérie] recueilli et stratigraphie des sites fouillés, atteste une occupation
continuée depuis la pré ou la protohistoire jusqu’a la {in de la péricde de Dvidravati,
soit, pour U-thong, le début du Xle sitcle, pour la plupart des autres sites, la fin du
Xlle (regne de Jayavarman Vll-nous ne pouvons entrer ici dans le déiail des traits
particuliers propres aux régions de Korat et de Lop’buri, faits de royaumes plus ou
moins indépendants) fin du Xllle siecle pour les sites septentrionaux oft nous savons

que le royaume de Haripunjaya-Lamphun ne disparait qu’en 1292, a la naissance du
royaume de Lan Na.

Ainsi, a défaut de connaitre des faits historiques précis et de pouveir dater des
évenements, pouvons-nous désormais suivre 'évolution d'une civilisation avec sa période
juvénile ol les apports extérieurs-essentiellement indiens-sont assimilés, sa période
de maturité ol sont produites les ceuvres les plus originales et, pratiquement, les plus
belles, sa période de vieillesse oil les traditions s'affaiblissent faute d'influx nouveaux. ..

I.a premicre période, celle que nous sommes désormais en droit de considérer
comme founanaise et quiavait été jusqu’a présent méconnue, est marguée par apparition
des premiers témoins de contacts avec 'occident, surtout indien mais aussi méditerranéen
et avec la Chine. Ils peuvent se situer entre les III et Ve siécles. La seconde qui
semble débuter un siecle ou un demi-siccle avant la premicre mention de Dvaravati
paralt correspondre au démembrement du Fou-nan. Elle est marquée par des rapports
indiens nouveaux, post-gupta dans la ligne méme de Vart d’Ajanta (caveslet2) ellea
produit les ceuvres les plus remarquables de 'art de Dvaravati, celles que nous ont
révélé les dégagements de site de Ku Bua ( Ratburi), spécialement chedi 39 et 40...
Vers les Ville-IXe siecles, un apport nouveau, indonésien cette fois, se manifeste,
transmis par l'intermédiaire de Srivijaya, la thalassocratie implantée dans la région de
Chaiya, Nakhon Sri-Thammarat, Cette influence, il ne s'agit vraisemblablement
d’aucune main-mise politique, se propage suivant les grands axes traditionnels de
communication, par Petburi, vers U-thdng, Dong S Maha P’ot et semble méme atteindre
Nakhon Sawan au nord et la région de Battambong a l'est... Influence artistique
témoignant d'un effort missionpaire brahmanique et mahayanique, ses effets
s’atténueront rapidement dans un milieu traditionnellement théravadin.

Les premiers coups portés i la vieille civilisation semblent résulter, dans les
premitres années du Xle sitcle, autant de compétitions entre les souverains locaux
( Nakhon Sri Thammarat, Lop’buri, Haripinjaya ) compétitions auxquelles les chroniques
font allusion, que de la poussée khmére vers 'ouest sous le régne de Suryavarman 1
(non seulement Lop’buri mais jusqu’ & Ban Rai Rot). Ils aboutissent & 1’ adandon brutal
vraisemblahlement conséeutif & quelque bataille, de U-thdng qui ne retrouvera quelque
vitalité gu’a 'aube du XVIie siecle.

Avec le régne de Jayavarma VII, c’est tout le Bassin du Me-nam qui est occupé.
Encore que le passage dont la suprématie khmere paraissc s’étre opéré sans violence,..
les anciennes cités sont abandonnées au profit des villes nouvelles fondées a proximité
plus ou moins immédiate. Seule Nakhon Pathom, en raison sans doute du caractéere de
haut-lieu gu’elle a toujours conservé, semble échapper a la régle, faisant méme P'objet
de restauration de la part de Jayavarman VIL..,
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Si Parchéologie nous 2 permis de retracer les grandes lignes d’'une histoire jusqu’ a
présent ignorée, elle nous conduit aussi & réexaminer les données jusqu’ & présent
admises sur les débuts de I'indianisation du Sud-Est Asiatique et, spécialement, celles
concernant le Fou-nan dont nous Vavons dit, la culture est désormais bien attestée
dans le Bassin du Me-nam.

Depuis le début du siecle, tous les auteurs s’accordent pour admettre en fonction
des données des textes chinois que le royaume occupait la partie méridionale du
Cambodge actuel, soit approximativement, la partie 5-C du Viét-Nam. Une phase
founanaise avait bien &té pressentie pour le Bassin du Me-nam, en fonction des mémes
textes, mais demeurait purement hypothétique, faute de preuves... les textes nous
précisent en effet qu'aun IIleme siecle, Fau-Man, grand roi du Fou-nan, avait soumis
plus de dix royaumes parmi lesquels if était tentant de placer tout ou partie de la région
qui nous ceceupe. La conquite se serait faite d'est en ouest. Mais les évidences
aujourd’hui recueillies conduisent & réexaminer le probléme et & nous demander si cette
conguéte ne se serait pas plutdot opérée d’ouest en est, le berceau de Fou-nan étant
dans le Bassin du Me-nam et le delta du Mekong étant entre autres, terre de conquéte?

Dans I'état actuel de nos recherches, nous ne dissimulerons pas que nous inclinerions
vers cette nouvelle hypothése sans nier qu’ au moment ol s’écroulera le Fou-nan, lors
de ’émancipation du Tchen-la, dans la seconde moitié du Ve siecle, le centre politique
du vieil empire avait pu se déplacer vers le delta du Mékong.

En faveur d'une localisation du Fou-nan primitif dans le bassin du Me-nam peuvent
étre réunis plusieurs faits importants:

Alors que dans la région cochinchinoise ne pouvent étre relevées, avec certitude, les
traces que de irois ou quatre cités ayant pu relever de la culture founanaise avec une
seule (Oc-eo0) étudite en fait, nous dénom brons dans le bassin de Me-nam une
quinzaine de cités répondant aux mémes conceptions de plan et livrant des matériels
identiques. Alors que dans le delta du Mékong ol dans la partie la plus méridionale,
la vie n’est possible qu’ au prix d"un creusage et d'un drainage de canaux aussi nécessaires
a la culture du sol gu’aux communications, les traces d'une activité pré et protohistori-
que sont réduites et disséminées. Dans le Bassin du Me-nam ou la conquéte du sol
cultivable a pu se faire sans grande difficulté, les témoins pré et protohistoriques
abondent, indiquant P’existence de tres anciens centres de culture entretenant entre
eux des relations suivies.. .

Il y a plus, aucun des traits caractéristiques de la culture founanaise d’Oc-&o ne sera
conservé par le Tchen-la dont V'apparition consomme une rupture totale avec les
traditions antérieures. Bijoux caractéristiques d’or ou d'étain, perles innombrables
d’Oc-2o, types de poterie, sont ignorés du Tchen-la. Iciau contraire Dvaravati, héritier
direct du Founan, feraappel jusqu’ila fin aux mémes procédés de construction, conservera
les mémes preuves, la méme céramique, marqués seulement d’une lente évolution.
Toutes particularités qui nous ont d’ailleurs permis, grace au témoignage de la sculpture
et des bas-reliefs, d’identifier nombre de bijoux dont la destination était demeurée
inconnue a Oc-éo.

C'est ici et non 4 Oc-#0, en dépit de 'importance des découvertes qui y ont &té faites
gue nous trouvons les premiers témoins d’une véritable influence indienne non plus avee
des objets pouvant étre importés tels que statues du Buddha du style dit d’Amaravati,
cachets épigraphiques, bijoux, mais avec des ceuvres de facture locale, ceuvres d’ateliers
régionaux marqués de Yempreinte indienne des IVe et Ve siécles;
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Reliefs de terre cuite nécessairement exécutés sur plan (Kinnari a la coiffure
caractéristique, moines drapés suivant le mode d’Amaravati, Buddhas assis sur le Naga
appartenant a la méme tradition).

Matériel domestique (lampes de type dit romain, lampes de type andhra, figurines
de terre cuite}

C’est ensuite, avec les terres cuites de Ku Bua auxquelles nous avons fait tout a
Iheure allusion et avee un Budiha en Samadhi de U-Thong, les premitres preuves
certaines d’'apport post gupta pour lesquelles n’avaient jamais ¢té réunies que de vagues
présomptions...

Tous ces faits peuvent trouver leur explication sans peine: avant que les progrés de
la navigation, une meilleure connaissance des vents et des courants aient permis des
linisons maritimes régulidres, le passage obligé entre Est et Ouest se situe dans le
Bassin du Me-nam et pour les relations 4 Uintérieur du continent, la voie de terre
demeurera tonjours la plus sire (souvenons-nous les difficultés éprouvées par Yi-Tsing
lors de son retour en Chine et, beaucoup plus tard, celies des missionnaires francais
lors de leur départ pour la Chine aprés leur séjour a la cour de Pra Narai...)

" Sinous avons accumnlé les arguments qui semblent inviter 4 localiser le Fou-nan
primitif dans le Bassin du Me-nam, nous ne devons pas celer qu'un argument de poids
en faveur de 'ancienne localisation parait fourni par I'épigraphie. Le delta du Mékong
est actuellement la seule région avant livré des épigraphes émanant de souverains
founanais. Mais, outre que, comme nous I'avons dit, le centre politique a pu se déplacer
au cours des siecles {'histoire de toutes les nations abonde en faits analogues) peut-étre
ne faut-il pas attacher 4 l'existence de ces inscriptions une importance excessive.

II a ét4 depuis longtemps remarqué que les inscriptions des plus anciens souverains
du Tchenla-Bhavavarman et Mahendravarman nese trouvaient pas d proximité du centre
politique mais semblaient au contraire jalonner ls territoire contrdlé, marquer ses
extrémes limites, ou commeémores quelque fondation dans un lieu de haut renom. Telle
Iinscription de Si-Tep commémorant une fondation de Mahendravarman mais que rien
ne permet de mettre en relation avez une quelconque ozcupation de la région qui ne
sera attesteée, au plus tot qu'au X1° siacle.

Dans ces conditions, il est tentant de pznser gu'une inscription, telle que celle de
Gunavarman mentionnant un territoire conquis sur la boue, ce qui n’est pas simple
meétaphore mais bien une réalité pour la région considérée, paut marquer une nouvelle
étapz dans la conquéte des terres de I'Est plutdét qu’une ancienne occupation. I sagit
plutst de 'ozuvre de pionuiers s’installant sur une terre ingrate que de celle de
populations y résidant depuis des sigcles, ..

Pour tout dire, il nous parait bien difficile de placer 1e berceau d’un empire puissant
et florissant dans une région olt la vie n’est possible qu’au prix d’efforts incessants alors
que le riche bassin du Me-nam en partant dua pied des collines o s'étaient fixés les

premiers occupants se prétait si bien au prix de simples défrichements, 4 la mise en
culture de vastes espaces.

II ne s’agit encore, répétons le, que d'une hypothése, mais les indices réunis déja en
sa faveur nous paraissent d'un poids tel que nous n’avons pu résister au désir de la
formuler.
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"A WESTERN TEACHER AND THE HISTORY

OF EARLY AYUDHYA’
W.0. Wolters

Professor Friedrich Heer has described the great changes beginning to transform
Eutope in the thirteenth century.l Before then Europe had belonged to what he
calls *an open world’. DBeyond its frontiers lay friendly lands, From Moslem countries
ancient Greek learning, enriched by the studies of Arab scholars, was gratefully
received. Nor were the boundaries within Europe yetrigid. Religion and scholarship
were international callings, and travelling preachers and teachers were at home in every
country. ‘A widely ranging eclecticism’ still possessed Europe, with ‘a satisfving
blend of ingredients taken from pre-Christian “ pagan folk religions with others that
were certainly Christian but which had acquired an exotic flavouring from their intimate
association with contrasting and non-Christian material.” The Church was able to
accommodate all these ingredients.

But the thirteenth century, according to Professor Heer, introduced a long
period of ‘closed’ history for Europe. The Crasaders® capture of Constantinople, the
Mongol invasion of Russia, the rise of the Turks, the subtle formulations of the

scholastics, and the early stirrings of nation states were among the portents of a very
different Europe.

Historians have also seen the thirteenth century, which happens to provide the
first records of Thai kingdoms, 45 a watershed in the history of South East Asia. As
in Europe, contacts with the outside world had, for centuries, been numerous and
fruitful; the literati felt that they belonged to a universal civilisation, embracing India,
Ceylon, and the courtly centres of learning in South East Asia.2 The royal cults had
never divided the population. But, as in Europe, the thirteenth century saw Mongol
invasions, Moreover, Professor R.C. Majumdar has suggested that the Moslem invasion
of India, which was beginning in this period, by weakening the Hindu kingdoms in
India was indirectly responsible for sapping the vitality of the ‘Hindu’ kingdoms of
South Fast Asia.3 Already by the thirteenth century the rich production of Sanskrit
inscriptions was coming to an end. On the mainiand Theravida Buddhism was

1, Friedrich Heer, The Medieva! World (translated from the German by Janet Sondbeimer), Mentor
Book, New York, 1963, chapter one,

]

Thus Yafovarman | of Angkor (888—c. 900), a patron of Sanskrit scholarship, could be described
in the following terms: ‘in all the sciences and in all the sports, in the arts, the languages and the
writings, in dancing, singing, and all the rest, he was as clever as if he had been the first inventor
of them’; the Loley inscription, quoted in L. P. Briggs, The ancient Khiner empire, Philadelphia,
1951, 113. A sense of equality with India is proudly expressed by the Javanese court poet, Prapaiisa,
in the fourteenth century; T.G. Th. Pigeaud, Java in the 19th century . .. The Nagara-kértagama,
111, The Hague, 1960, 97-98,

3. R. C. Majumdar, Kambuja defa or an ancient Hindu colony in Cambodia, Madras, 1944, 139-140.
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making progress even in Cambodia; the greatest of the earlier kingdoms, while Marco
Polo at the end of the century reported in northera Sumatra the first pockets of an
indigenous Moslem society in the Indonesian archipelago. Not many centuries later
Europeans, active in the Indian Ocean, were isolating India and Ceylon from this
region.

Both in Europe and South East Asia, therefore, the thirteenth century saw hints
of an unaccustomed isolation and a challenge to the older and ‘open’ way of life.
Europe was moving into its ‘closed’ period. But what was to be the sequel in South
East Asia?

South East Asian historical studies, in comparison with studies of European
history, are still in their infancy, and few of the great strands of development can as
yet be described with confidence. Yet some may be prepared to agree with the
present writer that the sequel in South East Asia was somewhat different from what it
was in Europe; the interruption in intellectual continuities was not to be so drastic.

A prominent feature of the earlier centuries had been the way periods of great
disturbance were always followed by a deliberate effort by rulers to restore continuity
with the past. Parvem: kings and their entourages absorbed with fervour the Sanskrit
texts which for them, as for their predecessors, were the door to the experience of the
civilised world, texts which gave them an exhilarating conceptual framework for
understanding and controlling the universe, the microcosm of which they believed they
had just conquered. The chief change in public life in these earlier centuries had
been a gradual enlargement of the span of human activities in which, according to the
judgment of the rulers and their advisers, Indian example was found to be relevant;
after necessary adaptations, to their own needs.l The firm conviction existed that
government was a science which had to be studied and applied by those in authority to
prevent the collapse of society, and educated men had no hesitation in looking beyond
their borders for precedents and medels on which to base their policies. Thus we find
that, when strong kings seized power in these kingdoms, epigraphic evidence is
frequently available to show that they were generous patrons of learning.

But this form of response to the challenge of crisis did not desert thoughtful
men in South East Asia during the nineteenth and earlier twentieth centuries. By
then the dimensions of the outside world, in earlier centuries the source of so much

1. The epigraphic biographies of Khmer liferati give instances of generations of scholarly families who
served the kings and provided an essential element of continuity in spite of dynastic changes. M.
Jean Boisselier has drawn attention to an extreme illustration of the prestige of texts on statescraft.
In the disturbed twelfth century a Cham king provided himself with a book in Sanskrit to legitimise
his rule, The use of Sanskrit seems to have been intended to endow his text with the prestige of a
smrm' ; J. Boisselier, La statuaire du Champa, Paris, 1963, 241.243,
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rich knowledge, were being disclosed on an alarming scale. Nevertheless, leaders,
and notably the Thai kings, realised that indignation and protest were not enough.
The conviction remained that expertise in government was the best means of over-
coming grave danger. Centuries of training in the ‘Indian’ traditions of statescraft
led them instinctively to the realisation of the need to look more closely at new,
though not necessarily competing, universal features of the world in which they lived
in order to study them and; above all, to implement by measures of government what
were found to be necessary changes. Study in an open-minded and confident mood
was the first responsibility. The sciences of government were being supplemeuted by
western experience, but they remained sciences which educated men could master.
Moreover now, as in earlier centuries, the rulers and the élite recognised their responsi-
bility for teaching the people what was needed for the welfare of society. Thus,
whereas in earlier centuries inscriptions on stone conveyed royal precepts to the people,
King Mengkut introduced a Royal Gazette to make possible ‘the communications of
the king to the nobles and people regarding government affairs in order that they may
conform to them,’

The distinctiveness of this open-minded response to the problems of the
nineteenth and earlier twentieth centuries, the legacy of historical experience, is seen
when we compare, for example, the confident mood of King Mongkut or Princess
Kartini in Java with the very different mood of reformers in China in the nineteenth
century, where self-centred and self-sufficient traditions left many of them maladjusted
and unprepared for taking in their stride the problems of the modern world. In Vietnam,
which also had a ‘ Confucianist’ heritage, the emotional reaction to the problems of the
modern age sometimes caused the intellectuals to be ashamed of their traditional values.

The study of the traditional response to disturbance in what may loosely be
called ‘“Hindu’ South East Asia suggests to the present writer one way in which
important continuities may be revealed in the whole span of South East Asian history.
On these lines he is disposed ta look for a South East Asian environment of ‘nationalism’
as something different from and more significant than the ‘colonial’ environment of
nationalism. And, because he is interested in the persistence of traditional cultural
features even in the changing world of nineteenth century South East Asia, he believes
that the history of Ayudhya, a link between the older world of South East Asia and
the nineteenth ceniury, is, in spite of much that is as yet unknown, an important subject
for western students of South East Asia.

But is the history of Ayudhyd a legitimate case-study in the strength of
continuities in South East Asia? Professor Coedés has already indicated how Ayudhya,
though a Buddhist Kingdom, in its early years did not reject its Brahmanical
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environment. I Subsequent research into the evolution of the institutions of Ayudhya
will no doubt help to identify and account for the Thai adaptation of the Brahmanical
influences which promoted a powerful autocracy to offset the lack of centralised
government in the modern sense of the term, and a valuable beginning could be made
by a systematic study of the reforms of Paramatrailokanitha in the fifteenth century.
Eurcpean sources of the seventeenth century give hints of the strengthening of the
authority of the king, while the flourishing state of Sanskritic learning in that century
indicates the powerful force of the ancient South East Asian tradition of secular
education.

The background to the survival of ‘Indian’ features of government and culture
in this Buddhist kingdom was the growing importance of Ayudhya in the Thai-speaking
world. Before the Burman wars of the sixteenth century there must have been some
comparability in the power of Ayudhya and Ch’ieng Mal, but the sufferings caused to
northern Siam during the sixteenth centurymeant that only Ayudhya emerged
intact as a royal base and concentration, in Angkor - fashion, of the resources and talent
of the Thai world.

A question arises, however, which western students of Thai history are bound
to ask themselves. Why was it that the state on the {ringe of the Thai - speaking world
became the nucleus of the future kingdom of Siam?

The early Thai kingdoms, as they emerge in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, fitted into an earlier territorial pattern of kingdoms evolved during the *Mon’
period in the history of the region. The framework into which Ayudhya fitted was a
special one, for its predecessor had been the Mon kingdom of Lavo. Ayudhyi, unlike
Sukheodaya and Ch’ieng Mai in the far north, came to the fore in an area which had
enjoved special links with the ‘Indian’ world of South East Asia, and here may be a
major reason for the subsequent character and triumph of Ayudhya.

The first epigraphic reference to the name of ‘Lavo’ so far available probably
comes from the eleventh century,® though the Arab writer Ibn Khordadzbeh in the
ninth century mentions the lawaki gharuwood. 3 The scanty archaeological remains of
this kingdom, with their hints of pre- Angkorian Khmer script and titles as well as Mon

1. George Coedes, * L’art siamois de l'époque de Sukhodaya . ...’ Aris asiatigues, 1, 4 (1954 ), 299- 302,
2. G. Coedes, Recewil des inscriptions du Siam, Deuxieme partie. (Second edition), Bangkok. 1961,

16.18.
3. P. Pelliot, Notes on Marco Polo 17, Paris, 1963, 768. Pelliot suggested that Lave was known to
the Chinese in 1001; *Deux itinéraires...,” BEFEO, 4 (1904) 233
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palacographic features, are familiar to students of earlier South East Asian history! .
Further archaeological research wili undoubtedly increase our knowledge of this as well
as of other parts of the Mon world of the Menam Basin. In Lavo Brahmanism evidently
flourished side by side with Theravada Buddhism, and as far away as UJ T ’ong Brah-
manical remains have been found which enabled Professor Coedés to observe that
Buddhism was not, as was once thought, the only religion practised in the west of the
Menam Basin. 2

Lavo was a province of Cambodia in the early eleventh century, but the origins
of Brahmanism would have been much earlier than that time. The Khmer kingdom of
Chén-la, attaining its apogee in the seventh century, was probably the major Brah-
manical influence in the Lavo region. PBrahmanism tended to be advertised by the
example of powerful and successful kingdoms, and early in the seventh century Isanavar-
man of Chén-la was master of Chantaboun on the fringes of the region later known as
‘Lavo’. The rulers of Chén-la, conquerors of Funan, were in the grand tradition of
earlier South East Asia. They conquered and then they proceeded to consolidate their
victories with the assistance of literaéi, including in this case some one who secems tohave
been a scholar from India. The cultural influence of this Sivaite kingdom may by imagined
if we follow M. Boisselier’s suggestion that Champa in the seventh century enjoyed
an efflorescence of Indian scholarship as a result of dynastic links with Chén-la. 3 Khmer
cultural influences need not always have been in the wake of campaigns under the
auspices of the overlords of Chén.la. There are hints of a continning exchange of
artistic conventions between Chén-la and Malay Peninsula and even as far afield as
northern Borneo4 Moreover, independent Khmer princes and their Mon-Khmer
successors would have been additional agents of Brahmanism in the borderlands of the
Cambodian empire. From the seventh to the ninth century, for example, a kingdom
called Canasa flourished somewhere in the western Korat and perhaps eleswhere too,
and its inscriptions have been found at Bo lka, An inscription of 868, in Sanskrit and

1. G. Coedes, Receus! des irscripiions du Siam.  Deuxieme partie; G. Coedes, *Nouvelles données
epigraphiques sur 1'histoire de 1'Indochine centrale,’ Journal asiatigue, (1958), 127-129.

2. . Coedes, ‘Nouvelles données épigraphiques...,” 131,

3. ). Boisselier, La statuaire du Champa, 38. Mr. K. Bhattacharya notes that the first exposition of

Sivaite doctrine so far found in Cambodia is an inscription of 604; Les religions brahmaniques dans
I *ancien Cambodge, Paxis, 1961, 57.

4. 8. J. O'Connor, Brahmanical sculptures of Peninsular Siam, Cornell Ph.D. thesis, 1965, 222. Dr.
(¥Connor, in a manuscript prepared for publication, has examined similarities between a specialised
type of liriga found in both Bornee and Cambodia.
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Khmer, commemorates the foundation of a liniga on abandoned land ‘beyond Kam -
b‘udes'a’.l A Sanskrit inscription, found at Ayudhya, mentions the erection of a
Sivaite image in 937 and gives a genealogy of the dynasty of Canasa. 2

The fortunes of Lavo, because of its frontier position just ‘outside Kambudesa’,
were bound ta be linked with those of the great kingdom of Angkor. Professor Coedés’
recent reconstruction of the events of the first years of the eleventh century has
clarified the relationship between Lavo and Angkor at that time.® We can now believe
that the ruler of Angkor in 1001 was an usurping Malay prince, Jayaviravarman, who
seems to represent the king Sujitaraja of Ligor mentioned in the Camadevivamsa,
Sujita first conquered Lavo and, apparently from Lavo, seized power in Angkor. This
reconsiruction gives a new emphasis to the strategic location of Lavo in respect of the
Ehmer capital city of Angkor. Jayaviravarman was eventually expelled from Cambodia
by Saryavarman I, a Khmer prince, who, not surprisingly, proceeded to occupy Lavo,
where his inscriptions have been found. Thereafter Mon Lavo remained for two
centuries a Khmer province, though during two periods in the twelfth century Lave
recovered its independence.4

Professor Coedés’ reconstruction was based primarily on inscriptions, but he has
shown that some credence can be given to parts of the narrative in the Camadevivamsa,
a text of the early fifteenth century. One further detail in this text may enhance its
credibility. Sujita is said to have paid homage to the image of the mother of the king
of Lavanagara,5 The inscription from Avudhyi of 937 also mentions an itnage of the
king’s mother.8 One may therefore be prepared to pay some attention to the informa-
tion in the Camadevivamsa concerning wars between Lavo and Haripunjayva in what
seems to correspond to the twelfth century. Whether these wars were waged by
Angkor from Lavo or by an independent Lavo is not clear. At any rate, the military
initiative of Lavo was remembered in the north.

Lavo would have been a powerful kingdom. Its soldiers, dressed as Khmers,
are represented on the bas-relief of Angkor Vat? Wang Ta-yilan, writing in the
middle of the fourteenth cenfury, noted that the lands of Lavo were flat, extensive, and

1. G. Coedés, ‘Nouvelles données epigraphiques . . .,* 127.

2. G. Coedés, *Une nouvelle inscription d’Ayuthya,’ JSS, 35, 1 (1944), 73-76.

3. G. Coedés, Les inscriptions du Cambodge, volume 7, Paris, 1964, 164-18% (Stéle de Prasat Ben). This
study represents a modification of the author's views in 1925.

4. Lavo sent missions to China in 1115 and 1155; G. Coedés, Les peuples de la péninsule indochinoise.
Histoire. Civilisations, Paris, 1962, 104,

5. G. Coedés, ‘ Documents sur i’histoire politique...,” BEFEQ, 25 (1925), 159,
6. G, Coedés, ‘ Une nouvelle inscription d’Ayuthya,* 76,
7. B.P. Groslier, Anghor, 1957, 122.23.
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productive, and the inhabitants of neighbouring Hsien depended on Lavo’s crops. The
people of Lavo, like thosa of Hsien, were fierce.l In the gentler field of Buddhist art
Dupont has shown how Mon statuary exercised an influence beyond the borders of the
Mon world.2

Javavarman VII of Angkor at the end of the twelfth century appointed a son to
rule over Lavo,3 but after the death of this great king immensely important changes took
place in the Menam basin. Much is known of the emergence of Sukhodaya, but the
history of Lavo in this century is still obscure. Rama K’amheng, though mentioning
many centres under his influence in his famous inscription of 1292, excludes Lavo.

Indeed, at the end of the thirteenth century Lavo was sending its own missions to
Chinad

We are now on the threshold of one of the outstanding problems in early Thai
history. By what process did Mon Lavo become Thai Ayudhya? We can probably
discount the possibility of a revolutionary transition. The account of the Thai
coup d’état at Sukhodaya is more likely to provide a precedent.

{ The Thaj Princes) reformed their armies and led them (away from the

positions where they were) previously. All their people left every place
{ where they were) and returned ¢ach to his own country as befores

Mons certainly continued to live in the region. A Mon inscription, attributable to the
fifteenth century, comes from this region,6 while Tomé Pires, writing early in the six-
teenth century, says of the people of ‘Siam’ that they ‘and almost the language are like
those of Pegu.. They are tall, swarthy men, shorn like those of Pegu’? One imagines
that the ethnic pattern of Siam was not drastically modified until the time of the

. W.W. Rockhill, T'oung pao, 16 (1915), 110,

. P. Dupont, L’archéologic mone de Dwaravati, Paris, 1959,

. G. Coedés, Inscriptions du Cambodge, volume 2, Paris, 1942, 176.

. G. Coedés, Les &lats hindoutsés. .., Paris, 1964, 379. Pelliot notes that, in 1278, the Sung pretender
escaped to Lavo; Notes on Marco Polo 11, 768, See ibid., 708, for Pelliot’s view that Marco Polo
heard of Lave = Lachac.

5. G. Coedés, Recewil des inscriptions du Siam ..., G4, There is a legend that when king U T'ong
approached the site of Ayudhyd he ‘was proclaimed king in order to govern the people according te
the former customs’; C. Notton ( trans.), Legendes sur le Siam ..., Banglok, 1439, 81,  The Buddhist
arcounts of the capture of Haripunjaya give no impression that a Mon kingdom was being overthrown by
a Thai prince.

B 0 B2 O

6. Alexander B. Griswold, The Arts of Thailend, Bloomington, 1960, 142. The latest date sa far providec
by insceiptions of the Angkor period is a Khmer inscription of 1380 found in Ayudhya ; G. Coedés, fuscrip
tions du Cambodge, volume 7, 163.

7. Tomé Pires, Suma Oriental, Hakluyt Society, London, 1944, 1, 103,
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Burman wars in the middle of the sixteenth century, when many transfers of
population took place. Thereafter the royal base of Ayudhyid was developed on a
large scale, and many people would have been brought into the region.

The social and institutional relations of the Mons and Thai, promoting continuity
between the two cultures, are a subject worthy of study by social anthropologists. Mr.
Shorto, writing on the Mons of Lower Burma, has commented on the unimportance
of ethnic identity in Mon kingship.

Once a king ascended the throne he wae accepted by the nation irrespective of his
ancestry, as the leader in whom were subsumed the fortunes of Ramaiifa. ...l

The relations, including Buddhist ones, between the Thai and Mons in both
countries would make the basis of a revealing comparative study. The results would
show that, among the elite of earlier South East Asia, a common cultural background
did much to offset ethnic differences.?

Yet the details of the transition from Mon Lavo to Thai Avudhi are still
baffiengly obscure. According to common belief the transition took place under
Riamiadhipati, who founded the new city of Ayudhyd in 1350. Previously he had
married into the ruling house of Subarnapuri, a peaceful amalgamation of the two
kingdoms whih is not necessarily contradicted by the well-known statement of the
Chinese trader, Wang Ta-yiian, that, in May-June 1349, ‘ Hsien submitted to Lo-hu
(Lavo)’.3 Wang would hardly have had privileged knowledge of the true circumstances
of the event, though his date remains significant.

Professor Naojiro Sugimoto has identified Wang's Hsien with Pechaburi4
Though in Rama K'amheng’s time Hsien certainly meant Sukhodaya, Professor
Sugimoto was impressed by the maritime character of Hsien's population as described
by Wang and felt that Wang’s description was inconsistent with that of an inland

1. H.L. Shorto, * A Mon genealogy of kings...," Historians of Sowth-east Asin (edited by D.G.E. Hall),
London, 1961, 68.

. For Mon legal influence in early Thai society see R. Lingat, ‘Evolution of the conception of law in
Burma and Siam,” Journal of the Siam Society, 38, 1 {1950), 23-25,

3. Rockhill translated this passage in the sense that < Hsien fell upon Lo-hy’ ; Tloung pao, 16 {1915}, 100.
Pelliot had insisted that the correct translation was that Hsien submitted to Lo-hu; BEFEO, 4 (1904,
239, note 1. In his Notes on Marco Polo, 11, 768, Pelliot inexplicably adopted Rockhill’s translation.
Prafessar Sugimoto ( see note below ) agrees with Pelliot’s rendering in 1904.

4. Naojiro Sugimoto, ‘ Some problems concerning the foundation of Ayuthia in Siamese histery,” Hiroshima
University Studies, Literature Department, No. 7 (1955}, 169-223,

ta
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kingdom.! But Wang Ta-yiian should no more be regarded as an expert in historical
geography than in the political happenings in 1349. The term ‘ Hsien’ seems to have
been used by the Chinese to describe parts of the Menam basin which were not
represented by Lavo, Hsien would have been to the west of the river system. During
the time of Rama K’amheng these western lands were under the influence of Sukho-
daya, and his inscription specifically mentions ‘ Subarnabém, Rajapari, and Bejapuri’.
1t is difficult to resist the identification of Wang Ta-yiian's ‘ Hsien’ with Subarnapdri.
though one need not commit oneself on the location of its capital city in the middle of
the fourteenth century. When Wang was referring to the piratic habits of its popula-
tion, he would have been referring only to its coastal population, feared by traders
such as himself,

That Hsien in 1349 was a more important kingdom than Wang Ta-yiian suggests
is indicated by the way the Chinese shose to incorporate Hsien into their name for the
kingdom of Ayudhya, Moreover, a basis for reconstructing the status of Hsien-
Subarnapuri in the Thai-speaking world of the fourteenth century may be found by
analysing the different expansionist objectives of the first rulers of Ayudhya.

The origins of Ramadhipati are unknown for certain. 2 There is a reference
to his father contained in a Thai translation of a fragment of a Khmer Chronicle made
available to Rama I in 1796 by the Khmer king, Ang Eng. The fragment calls Rama-
dhipati’s father Mahacakrabarti rijadhiraja.3 The present writer has come to respect
this fragment on account of a date mentioned in it which has every chance of being a
true date, 4 and he therefore wonders whether the name of Ramadhipati’s father conceals
a successful military career in the earlier part of the fourteenth century. The latest
inscriptions of Angkor suggest that the Khmer kings were engaged in warfare,® and
the ancient feud between Lavo and Angkor may have persisted during the first part of
the fourteenth century when Ramadhipati’s father ruled in the Lavo region.

1. The capital of Chén.li-fu, somewhere west of the Menam in 1200, was inland, but its port on the
sea was a centre of Chinese trade; O.W.Wolters, ‘Chén-li-fu...,* Jowrnal of the Siam Society,
48,2 (1960), 1-35.

2. Professor Coedes does not discount the possibility that Ramadhipati belonged to a family whose
origins could have been Mon or Khmer; Les peuples de la péninsule indochinoise. .., 139.

3. G. Coeddts, ‘Essai de classification des documents historiques cambodgiens conservés & la bibliotheque
de I'Ecole Francaise d ‘Extréme-Orient,’ BEFEQ, 18,9 {1918} 24,

4. The date is the ‘year of the Cock’, apparently 1369 and the date of the first Thai capture of
Angkor. See note 2 on the next page.

5. The references to these inscriptions are in L.P. Briggs, The ancient Khmer empire, 251 and 252,
Chou Ta-kuan refers to Thal attacks,
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Evidence of continuity between the history of Lavo and of Ayudhya under
Ramadhipati is seen in the promptness with which the founder of Ayudhyas resumed
the ancient struggle against the Khmers. Thai tradition, enshrined in the so-called
Paramanujit recension of the Amnals of Ayudhyva and also in the early sixteenth century
Jinakdlamali, insists that Ramadhipati fought the Khmers.1 Though the ‘Luang
Prasroeth’ abbreviated recension of the Annals of Ayudhyd does not mention this war,
the present writer believes that Angkor was in fact captured in 1369 at the end of
Ramadhipati's reign.2 Reasons also exist for believing that Ramadhipati’s son,
Ramésvara, captured Angkor, though the event is ignored in the ‘Luang Prasroeth’
recension.3 The animosity towards Angkor shown by this branch of the ruling family
in Ayudhya during the second half of the fourteenth century is explicable when one
recalls the history of the Lavoregion from at least as early as the beginning of the
eleventh century.

By way of contrast, Paramaraja I, Ramidhipati’s brother-in-law from Subarnapuri,
was primarily concerned with waging war in northern Siam. Further research may
explain why during the first fifty years in the history of Ayudhya two originally
distinet expansionist policies were being pursued. The Subarnapuri policy involved
hegemony in the Thai-speaking world, while the other policy, probably rooted
in Mon tradition, was to fight the Khmers for control of the borderlands between the
former kingdom of Lavo and Angkor. The fusion of these policies accounts for the
energetic way in which Ayudhya, on the fringe of the Thai-speaking world but also
the custodian of Lavo’s Brahmanical as well as Buddhist institutions, made so quick
an impression in the affairs of its neighbours and, as a result, played an important part
in promoting cultural continuity in this region of South East Asia.

The author’s intention in this article has been unambitious. He has suggested
a few reasons why the history of early Ayudhya is a joy to teach in the western
classroom. He awaits with confidence results from further research in Siam to
demonstrate to his students that the study of earlier South East Asia is a lively one
and a worthy field in the historian’s discipline.

1. For the evidence in the Jinakdlamali see G. Coed®s, ‘Documents...." BEFEQ, 25 (1925}, 99-100.

2. The author of the * Ang Eng® fiagment states that Angkor fell in the *Year of the Cock’ but also implies
that it fell in 1377 in order to take into account a Khmer tradition that Angkor fell {for the first timein
a ‘Snake’ vear. Ming sources reveal that the Khmer king in 1371 and 1373 was ruling from a city which
was not Angkor. The present writer hopes to publish his understanding of this synchronism of Khmer
and Chinese evidence.

3. The present writer believes that the second siege and capture of Angkor took place in 1388-1389. He
reaches this conclusion after examining Ming and Khmer evidence,
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s easy to choose an airline
nce you've got the word.
The word is experience.

More people fly with us than any other
nternational airline.

Many of these travelers can’t say exactly
what it is that makes them choose Pan
American, trip after trip. But they sense
hey've acted with special wisdom, and it
rives them a good feeling.

The good feeling of having chosen the
‘ery best can be yours, the next time you

ks

ﬁ&‘
fly with the world's most experienced airiine,
See for yourself, Make your reservations with
your Pan Am Travel Agent. Or in our
offices 448 Thoresen Bldg.,

Suriwangse Road.
Tel. 28901

world’s mosi «xperienced airline

FIRST ON THE PACIFIC FIRST IN LATIN AMERICA
FIRST ON THE ATLANTIC  FIRST 'ROUND THE WORLD
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