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EMERGING NEW CITIES VERSUS OLD VALUES

THE CASE OF INDOCHINA

SUMET JUMSAL

The auther pressented the following paper to the International! Congress on Religion Architeclure and
the Visual Arts held in New York between August 28 th. - September 1st. 1967, The following s the text

in full. — Editor.

The New Town Movement is something
new in the Indochinese region. Many ideas
associated with the New Town as criginated
and realized in the West are new to the
traditional concept of the Oriental City. For
the New Town generates the idea of change
and growth, the idea of things which are
new and which serve the ever expanding
populace, offering itself as a new and
attractive accomodation to that of the old
city like some lately popular commodity.
The New Town is also associated with the
New Frontier condition in Ameriea, a
situation which is of course lacking in this
old subcontinent of Indochina.

The situation here is that, basically,
there is little need to apen up new territory
for exploitation. Existing land under culti-
vation awaits improvement rather than
expansion. Similarly, there is no need to
build new towns since there exists already
a great number of old towns waiting to be
properly populated and revitalized. Further-
more, people in this region are mainly
agricultural, and influx of the population
into cities is still relatively insignificant
except, say, in the case of Bangkok because
of its special condition of still being what
amounts to a city-state. In fact, except for
a few capital cities like Bangkok, the
problem is not the urban overspill and
overcrowding. Oan the contrary, most towns
and cities in this region are yet to be
urbanized for they are for the most part an

expanse of semi-rural houses and shop-houses
scattered into an area accentuated by temples
and pagodas. Of course there are exceptions
like Saigon and Phnom Penh which are
Parisian in character. But I shall return to
the particular characteristics of the tradi-
tional Ortental City later. Meanwhile, it
must be said straight away that inspite of
local conditions being unfavourable to the
idea of the New Town, some effort in this
direction did leave one interesting result

behind.

My example is centred around an ancient
Kmer urban centre now an important
town in Central Siam. The slide shows
Lopburi or Louvo in the 17th century,
a flourishing Siamese city. In 1940’s during
a military dictatorship which suddenly felt
itself compelled to do away with the old
image of Siam and to replace it with some
rejuvenating and new environment, an
ambitious New Town project was embar-
lzed upon at Louvo. Here two city centres
projected four kilometres out in a straight
line from the old city centre, in the
form of concentric and radial streets very
much like Ledoux’ ideal city or the early
designs for the ideal garden city. A tram
line linked the old city to the two new city
centres. People in the old city were induced
to populate these centres. With the demise
of the régime, the grand New Town scheme
ended in utter failure: the tram went out of
service; people began to move back into the

o8



old city leaving behind the grand street
design now completely empty, along with
a few anonymous concrete monuments,
fountains and derelict concrete shop-houses.

The above example demonstrates a
half-hearted effort and a complete confusion
of values. However, it was harmless enough
and had no further important rdle to play
in the urban scene of this region, What is
by far the most significant urban phenome-
non is the present destruction of old town
and the emergence of a completely new
and alien urban pattern upon what amounts
to the ruins left by the bulldozers of these
old towns. For there are in recent years a
few cities which have been gtowing and
changing at a very fast rate because of their

particular -political or strategic location in
Indochina.

The theme of the new city rising upon
the ruins of a former city may remind one
of the case of Troy where ten different cities
were built anew, each time on the ruins of
the previous city, or the rise of Mexico City
upon the ruins of the destroyed Aztec capital
of Mexico-Tenochtitlan. This may appear
to be a Messianic view towards the City,
but I hope to show later that the change
{ where it occurs ) that has been taking place
in this region represents not an historical

continuity, but a complete break with the
old urban values altogether.

To understend the emerging new urban
form or rather the drastic transformation of
the Oriental City, the idea concerning the
latter must first be presented.

. Briefly, the Oriental City was the
Temple City with of course a varying degree
of formal and spiritual rigidity according to
regions, which may be predominantly
sinicized or Indianized. The City was
marked by the temple or a cluster of temples
which are closed-in by city walls and moats.
Through a certain disposition of temples,
the city became a place of perfect harmony

do

and perfect environment for human life.
In the Chinese world, the City was the
place where Yin and Yang (the two
opposite forms of Nature, i.e., the masculine
and the feminine) came to be resolved and
where Heaven and Earth came to meet. In
the Hindu world —and the Indochinese
world is to a larger extent more Indian in
culture than Chinese — the perfect harmony
was achieved by planning the city as a
microcosmic replica of the universe in
Hindu cosmology. With the latier type of
urban symbolism, the idea of permanence
is also introduced into the City. The City
was to be as permanent as the ultimate
cosmic pattern, and so on.

To sum up, I suppose the Oriental City
can be seen as a concentration of symbolisms
into which is intergrated human life, full of
imperfections and consisting of innumerable
minute spans of lives, so that what is
transient could be within range of the
perfect environment, harmony and the
ultimate state of permanence whereby all
life cycles come to a blissful standstill.

Thus interspersed with the cluster of
magnificent temples were private houses
built of perishable material such as timber
and bamboo (as if to express the status of
their impermanence ), Even palaces were
likewise built mainly of perishable material.
This then, I think, explains quite substan-
tially the image of the Oriental City I have
described earlier on as consisting of semi-
rural houses scattered amongst an area of
temples and pagodas. In short, the human
element was secondary to the symbolic and
the spiritual.

It may be argued that such characteristics
ran parallel to other cities such as those in
Medieval Europe with the Cathedral rising
high above, keeping a watchful eye upon
the uninitiated masses down helow, or other
cities which had not profited by the age of
technology. But then, the Oriental City
already manifested advanced urban techno-



logy from ancient times. Behind symbolic
formalism in urban layout stood some quite
remarkable urban mechanisms. In China,
such a city as Soochow, founded in
500 B.C. which was laid out as two
superimposed opposite symbols, one Taoist
the other Confucianist, was a mechanical
part of the gigantic hydraulic system of the
Grand Canal. In the Indochinese subcon-
tinent, nothing could be more explicit in
terms of the city being a huge urban
machine than the Kmer capital of Angkor,
a city founded in A.D. 900

I cannot hope to go into details concern
-ing the ingenious mechanism of these cities
because of the time limit and because I
would run the risk of deviating too much
from the subject under discussion. I merely
hope therefore that these slides would at
least convey the image of technological
efficiency. One has to imagine an army of
hydraulic engineers and planners keeping
watch over their dikes, reservoirs, and
canals. One has to imagine how a variety
of mechanical contraptions are constantly
in action to maintain the correct hydraulic
balance of the city: batteries of norias, a
variety of water gates and underground stone
pipes which act as siphonage connections
between hydraulic systems, ete.  The point
I should like to make here is that the
architect-planner had a duel task to fulfill.
There were two problems to be solved
together. One was the problem of urban
symbolism or the total spiritual environment.
The other was urban technology, so that
social welfare was possible. The resulting
urban form had to satisfy bhoth urban
technology and at the same time the
symbolic function of the city, although the
former had always to be kept subservient to
the latter.

Now, I think it can be seen straight
away that the traditional concept of the
City as something symbolic and permanent
runs counter to the contemporary ideals of
the modern city or the New Town., The

latter presupposes new and ever changing
and flexible forms. Also the idea that
technology should be the primary urban
expression is sornething totally strange for
the Oriental City.,

Economic pressure on cities such as
Bangkok, have shown that old values are
completely swept aside. The case of Bangkok
is that of the transformation from the
Temple City to the New-and-Nothing City.
There are still over 300 temples left in the
city, but the spirit of the Temple City, I
believe, is now gone. Temples are giving
up parts of their temple compounds for
commercial development and many are
happy to remain hidden behind the glittering
facades of modern office blocks and super-
markets. Such a new image of the brand-
new town is spreading to other cities and
with devastating effect. For example, there
is the case of an old city called Ayutya,
a town probably dating back to 1lth
century. As the new town establishes itself
and expands, old temples are dismantled
to provide building materials and space for
the new town. Of some 400 temples, only
a dozen c¢r so are now at all recognizable,
This process continues...............

The problem of such emerging new
cities is really how they would accommodate
the new economic pressures without first
destroying the old values and then becoming
anonymous themselves. The task of the
architect planner here is how to acguaint
himself with modern urban technology with-
out either becoming apocalyptic towards the
old spiritual background or acquiring the
mechanistic outlook, ie., ‘to think that
technical efficiency is everything and moral
purpose nothing.” For there is this im-
mediate danger of such cities being caught
up in the vicious circle of technocratic
desperation, wherein architect-planners will
turn efficient technocrats and say to this
vicious circle: “‘ Though thou slay me, yet
will T trust in thee’. And so it slays us.”
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MORNING ON THE CANAL

Fresh upon their faces
the early-morring, pre-dawn coolness
calls them from their comfortless beds
in canal -close, reed -roofed shacks and farms.

Later, the humid heat
will lull them in its haze,
But now, in their five o'clock awakening
Sfrom drowsy, dull-witted slumbers
thev rouse themseluves
to steal a march wpon the sun

before he stirs to sap their strength.

The men to fields
with little sun-tammed, trouser-tattered boys
and patient buffalo,
or to the water’s edge
to tend their pole-slung nets
that curve and dip above the silent stream.

The women too-—-
so much the second sex,
so much the backbone of the home—-
busy with breakfast in the flick'ring oil lamp’s flame,
pounding the chilli to powder
in their bowls of stone.
And later squatting on the wooden slats
at water’s edge
to somehow slap and scrub and coax
the clothes to cleanness
in the muddy, weed -clogged stream.

bo



By Rosemary Marshall

And as they work,
imperceptibly and unobserved
the day
creeps o'er the rim of earth,
lightening vague shapes of darkness
to recognized, familiar things.

The coolness clings and chills
until at last
the sun ,
heralded by crowing cocks,
and countless cheerful chirrupings,
walks in the path of light he shed
to lift his proud but as yet gentle head
and with a reassuring smile declare
his presence to the waiting world.

The mists of morning
scatter “neath his warming rays.
The peasants feel his heat wpon their backs
and pause from their toil
to wend their way
back to breakfast with their waiting families :
Jish and rice and chilli sauce
and fresh- plucked, quick-cooked water greens.

Then, slim and sinewy
they squat and smoke

and leisurely chat with neighbouring friends,
until the pull of duty draws them back

to sunlit stream and field.

Morning has come again to the canal.
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Mao Tse-tung Opposition, 1927-1935

John E. Rue. “A highly detailed account of the factional struggles withia the Chinese
Communist party, . . . Because of its store of information about policies and persoanel of the
party, the book is extremely valuable to students of Chinese Communism™ |- Choice.
* Extraordinarily interesting . . . highly gezmane to the present.” . New York Times.
$10.00

Student Nationalism in China, 1927-1937

John Israel. " A superb contribution, in every respect, to the growing literature on the
Republican era, . . . [Israel's] investigation has been rigidly focused on the eritical questions.
His writing has style. And although more than a generation removed from his subject, he
conveys an authentic flavor and feel for the surging movement he describes” -Choice $7.50

Chinese Warlord

The Career of Feng Yu-Hsiang

James E. Sheridan. © Based upon assiduous research and written in a clear, narrative style, this
is a fascinating case-study. While the author modestly disclaims any wider analytical purpose

. his many insights into characteristics of warlordism and of the significance of this most
welcome contribution.” -Pacifie Affairs, ‘ $10.00

FIVE STANFORD PAPERBACKS
The Struggle for Indochma 1940-1955

Eilen J. Hammer. Cloth, $8.50; papaer, $1.95

Moscow and Chz'nese Communists

- Second Edition. Rober: C. North Cloth, $7.50; paper, $2.95

Peasant Nationalism and Communist Power

The Emergence of Revolutionary China,1937-1945.
Chalmers A. Johnson Cloth, $6.50; Paper, $2 95

The May Fourth Movement

Intellectual Revolution in Modern China. Chow Tse-tsung. $3.45

The Political History of China, 1840-1928

Li Chien-nung. Translated and edited by Ssu-yu Teng and Jeremy Ingalls, $3.75
Order from your bookstore, please

STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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SIAMESE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

By Dr. Dan Beach Bradley
Bangkok Colender 1865 {4502)

It may be truthfully stated, in general terms,
that the Siamese practice of medicine is
enveloped in the deep darkness of ignorance
and superstition. Keen and studicus obser-
vation, which is so indispensable to safe and
successful practice, is exceedingly rare in the
profession. What is written in their medical
books of the virtues and powers of particular
medicines, is received by native physicians
as true of course; and their own powers of
observation are so obtuse, that however wide
from the truth those descriptions may be,
they would not be likely, on a trial of their
virtues, however long continued, to detect
their falsity, If any article of their
MATERIA MADICA do not produce the
effect it was written that it would, it is
attributed, not to the want of that power in
the medicine, but fo some counteracting
influence beyond human ken to forsee and
human power to avert. There is a similar
air of sanctity thrown over Siamese medical
books, as there is over their religious books;
and almost as soon would they discredit the
latter as the former, Every medical writer
professes to acquire his knowledge from the
original and infallible source-viz the
Primitive Teacher. And every practitioner
professes to have some extraordinary gift
of healing directly from the same fountain.
If he would gain the confidence of his patient,
he must put on the air of some prophetic
wisdom, and be able to say, from the most
cursory ohservation of the case, whether it

be WIND, FIRE, WATER, or EARTH

that is in fault, where the seat of the disease
is, and what medicines will certainly cure
it. The following case will faithfully
illustrate this.

INTUITIVE DISCERNMENT REQUIRED.

The Queen of a former Siamese king, once
sent for a Foreign Physician to make her a
professional visit. Her illustrious royal
Consort had deceased many years before,
and she herself was suffering from the usual
infirmities of age. No sooner had the
Physician entered her audience hall at the
door opposite to the throne on which she
was seated, than she demanded of him a
discription of her case, while as yet he was
at a long speaking distance from her, and
before he had enquired for any of the
disease. On being informed by the Doctor,
that he could not give the diagnosis of her
complaint until he had minutely enquired
into the symptoms of it, she signified, but
too plainly, that she could place but little
confidence in his medical abilities, since he
appeared to fall so far short of the intuitive
discernment of her own native medical
attendants,

THE CUNNING OF NATIVE PHYSICIANS.

It is amusing to witness how many ways a
Siamese physician can take to run clear of
discredit. No matter how confidently he
has expressed his opinion of the nature of a
disease and named the remedial agent that
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will cure it;—no matter how wide the result
may seem to prove him to have been
incorrect, he can show his patient, and all
concerned, that the failure was not at all
from the want of an accurate diognosis, or
other adequate medical knowledge, but solely
from some extraordinary obstacles that no
man could have foreseen; as for example,
some sudden change of the internal WIND,
or some blast of EIRE, or mist of darkness
from EARTH or from WATER, or some
angel or devil, that has counteracted his
well laid plans. Deception and craft would
appear to be their native air and medium
of vision. Every thing seems to look wrong
to them unless it be wrapped up in supersti-
tion, which of course is chiefly made up of
error, This remark is as true in relation
to their science of medicine (if such it can
be called), as to their religion.

NATIVE TREATMENT OF INTERMITTENT
FEVER.

The following case will illustrate in some
degree Siamese medical imbecility in treating
fevers, The late Prime Minister had been
sick a long time of Intermittent fever, and
came near to death, by what the writer
judged to be medical mal-treatment. The
latter had visited him as a friend many
times in the course of his Excellency’s
illness, and had almost as often begged for
permission to administer one kind of
medicine {quinine) and only a few does of
that. But he could not obtain the privilege,
as European medicines at that time (1843)
were by all natives accounted too fearfully
powerful for Siamese copstitutions. The
Minister had had a host of physicians from
the late King, who hence ought to have
been the best in all the kingdom; but they
were at their wits end to break a simple
quotidian type of Intermittent fever. They
had kept their patient cating and drinking
native medicines continually, being chiefly
decoctions of endless variety and enormous
in quantity. At length his extremities
swelled intensely by dropsical effusion. The
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royal physicians in council agreed in opinion
that it was WIND, and that the best
external treatment would be to apply leaches,
thinking that the LOM (wind} would
escape by the orifices of the bites in connec-
tion with the flow of blood, The bites, as
might have been expected under the
circumstances, became eventually painful
ulcers, Thus did the physicians abuse their
noble Lord, until his strong constitutional
stamina got the upper hand of medicines
that were doing their utmost to break it
down, and gradually recovered, after an
illness of several months,

SEcoND ILLUSTRATION.

Take another case in the person of a chief
Priest of the Temple of the Minister to
which allusion has above been made. He
was sick about the same time with the
Minister, and with the same disease. The
royal physicians treated him in a similar
manner, and with like results for more than
a month. His Foreign Medical friend visited
him several times in the course of his iliness,
us he was an old and intimate acquaintance,
and repeatedly begged that he might be
allowed to cure him with a few doses of
quinine, He had before often heard this
medicine highly extolled, and seemed to
credit its praises, and agreed to try it the
next day. The medicine was accordingly
prepared for him, and directions give how
it should be taken. After two days, the
Foreigner stepped in to see how his clerical
friend was getting on; and to his surprise
found him no better. How is this? exclaimed
he. The patient frankly confessed that he
had not taken the quinine, and that for
two reasons-the one because he had not yet
obtained permission from the king-the other
because the royal physicians were till
flattering him with the hope, that in a day
or two their medicines would break up his
fever. The postponement was wholly to
his disadvantage. After a few days he sent
for his friend, and was ready to take his
medicine, as he wag satisfied that the king’s



physicians could not cure him, and the king
had give permission for him to try the
Foreigner. The result was that the fever
stopped the first day of his taking the
quinine. Quickly was it noised abroad that
a wonderful cure had been performed on
Chief Priest by a Foreign Doctor, and that
the medicine he employed was angelic in
its powers. From that day to this, Sulphate
of Quinine has had a great reputation among
the Siamese, sometimes commanding from
ten to fifteen dollars per ounce.

Judging from what the writer has witnessed
of the native medical treatment of fevers,
and the Siamese medical books he has read
on the subject, he is constrained to pronounce
the system in the main very pernicious; and
that if Siamese physicians are as abundant
in proportion to the people in the jungles,
where Intermittent and bilious Remittent
fevers rage one third of the year, and they
pursue closely their book system of treatment
as in the city, they should be accounted great
destroyers of human life.

THE DOMESTIC MODE OF TREAMENT.

But it should be stated that there is a simple
domestic mode of treating fevers in consi-
derable vogue among the Siamese, which is
doubtless oftentimes of much service. It is
mainly a WATER TREATMENT.-with
abundant diluent drinks mildly medicated,
and frequent bathing in tepid water,
ablutions, and fomentations. A very common
mode of showering the patient, and that
often repeated, is for the attendent nurse to
blow medicated water from his month,
which falls gently and agreeably upon the
sick as a kind of warm spray, and then he
is immediately wrapped up in a sheet and if
chilly, in a blanket.

This mode of treatment, the writer is
persuaded, would be vastly more efficient
than it is, if the sick and their friends would
have little to do with drastic cathartics,
which, but too frequently, they are tempted
to employ with diastrous freedom, But

there is, thinks, one fact in regard to their
cathartics more favorable to recuperation
than many that are emtloyed in the western
world; and that is this-they are nearly all
composed entirely of vegetable substances.
Mineral medicines they use very seldom
excepting Glauber and Tpsom salts.
Mercurial cathartics they never knew, until
the writer, “in the heat of youthful blood”,
placing undue confidence in all that had
been taught in the most orthodox medical
schools, introduced calomel in the year 1835,
and did much, he is sorry to think, for a
period of twelve years to give it a great and
good name. Bat he has the consolation of
believing that native physicians, finding the
medicine often producing terrible effects
upon the mouth and the constitution, have
allowed their confidence in it to decline, o
that now it is scarcely ever sought for.
They never employ ary mineral emitics,
Indeed emitics of all kinds they stand in
great dread of, as their effects look so0 much
like the terrible cholera,

NATIVE MEDICAL RECIPES.

They have great confidence in medical
recipes which are supposed to have been
copied from their standard works on
medicine. So much are they in repute, that
the builders of Boodhist Temples will be at
the trouble and expense of engraving great
numbers of them on marble tablets, and
have them permanently fixed in the walls
of buildings attached to the Temples, in
conspicuous and convenient places, so that
whoever will, may freely copy them and
treat their diseases accordingly. In doing
this, they conceive that they are conferring
great blessings on the poor, and will reap a
rich reward for it in some future state of
transmigration. The benevolent phase of
the tdea is certainly good, however little
benefit the poor may realize, who follow
the prescription. It would scem to be an
incipient step towards the full expansion of
a similar, but a less selfich idea, which is
now seen developed in Christian lands in the
form of Hospital and Infirmaries.
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A RECIPE FOR FEVER.

There are doubtless many valuable medicines
in the Siamese MATERIA MEDICA,
which, if called out and used singly, or even
in couplets, or triplets, with careful and
skillful discrimination, would prove them-
selves worthy of praise. But it is difficult
to see how such medicines as compose the
following recipe, said to be compounded for,
and to be of great utility in “morbific fever”
can have any recuperative power, except by
virtue of the water with which they are
mixed. *‘ One portion of rhinosceros horn,
one portion of elephant’s tusk, one of tyger's,
and the same of crocodile’s teeth; one of
bear's teeth, one portion composed of three
parts bones of vulture, raven, and goose;
one portion of bison and another of stag’s
horn; one portion of sandal. These
ingredients to be mixed together on a stone
with pure water; one half of the mixture to
be swallowed, the rest to be rubbed into the
body; after which the fever will leave.”
{ Pallegoix quoted by Bowring ) If nothing
more poisorious and drastic than indicated
in this recipe were given in cases of fever
generally, there could be no resonable doubt,
that in much the greater proportion of fever
patients “ the fever would leave them” and
recovery succeed,

A RECIFE FOR SMALL-POX,

The following is an abstract of a recipe for
the worst type fo small-pox, taken by the
writer from a Siamese Mss. of the highest
authority. [t contains twenty eight ingre-
dients to wit ;— One portion of eonch shell;
two kinds of aperient fruit, one portion of
each; one portion of asafoctida; one of
borax; one of ginger; nine kinds of pepper,
including the hottest spices, a portion of
each ; four kinds of cooling roots, a portion
of each ; two kinds of sour leaves one portion
of each; one of an astringent root; four
kinds of drastic catharties, including the
fruit and leaves of the Croton plant, one
portion of rhubarb, and and one portion of
Epsom salts. “Boil in three measures of
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water until it be diminished to one measure
of the decoction. Then squeeze out the oily
parts of it, dry and pulverize. A woman may
take one salung’s weight of it. A child may
take a fuang's weight. It will purge off
every thing in the bowels.” Such a power-
ful cathartic, it should seem, would certainly
do great mischief in confluent small-pox,
and there appears to be abundant evidence
that such is the fact.

RECIPE FOR SNAKE BITES.

The following are specimens of medical
recipes taken from a Siamese Mss. on the
treatment of snake bites. The author states
it as being an important fact to be taken
into consideration in forming a diagnosis,
that a bite of a venomous serpent, and indeed
any other wound or sore on the left side of
a female and right side of a male, are
unfavorable to a cure, and that the reverse is
favorable: and furthermore that there is a
difference in the curative capabilities of all
wounds according to the day of the week on
which they were inflicted, as there is also
in the time of the day-—the morming being
much more favorable than the evening.

One of the prescriptions comprises nineteen
ingredients, among which is a portion of the
jaw of a wild hog, one of a tame hog, and
one of a goat; a potion of goose bone, and
one of peacock; a portion of the tail of a
fish, and one of the head a venmous snake.
These being duly compounded and mixed,
form an excellent recipe for use in all cases
when the venom has produced Tetanus
or Lockjaw,

Another prescription is called a general
sternutatory to be blown into the nose in
cases a venomous bite or other poisoned
wounds. It comprises seventeen ingredients,
as wood, bark, nutmeg, camphors, flowers,—
the bile of four kinds of venemous snakes
and of a wild nog. This, it is said, may be
used with much utility also by women who
cannot lic by the fire after child-birth, and
in cases of Epilepsy and Asthma,



Another recipe is a compound to be taken
by the mouth, being briefly as follows. The
bile of two kinds of buffaloes of two kinds of
hogs, of a goat, of a sheep, of a fresh water
alligator, of a large tortoise, of a salt water
alligator, of a sword fish, of a shark, and of
thirty kinds of snakes—So much for the
bilious partof it. Then there is to be added
four kinds of stone, alum,and ratsbane; five
kinds of iron, five kinds of bulbous roots,
and borax ; seven kinds of flowers and fruit;
seventeen kinds of leaves; a little gum and
rezin; seven kinds of medicated water etc.
etc; being in all one hundred and seventy
four different ingredients. These being all
intimately mixed, are to be divided into
three doses. Its name is a large and
excellent remedy for the bites of all kinds of
venomous snakes. Surely such a prescrip-
tion needs no comment.

Another is a snuff made of five kinds of
lotus flowers, calculi taken from the livers
of cattle, many kinds of animal teeth, several
kinds of roots, two kinds of ratsbane, being
twenty nine ingredients in all. When well
mixed, rehearse over it some form of incan-
tation thirty seven times. Then add twenty
two other ingredients of equal parts. This is
said to heal all kinds of poisoned wounds.

Then follows a recipe for an external
application in the form of a paste or poultice,
consisting of the eyes of vultures, crows, and
cats; and three kinds of animal deposition
found on trees. These, having been in-
timately united, then take nine wax candles,
and place them on as many floats made of
plaintain staik or leaf, each ornamented with
flowers. Then the Doctor is to take nine
salungs (each equal to fifteen cents), nine
handsful of rice, nine ceri leaves, and nine
betel nuts, and make an offering of them
one on each float or altar to the Teacher of
Mecicine. Then he is to take the residue,
rub together, dry in the sun, and make
into slugs. Then gild the slugs and rub
them up in a little water, and apply to the
wound,

Following the above is a direction for an
enchantment with the view to call the snake
to suck out the poison of the wound it has §
inflicted; viz—Take proof spirits three bottles. §
Let the Doctor, officiating, repeat the form
of the incantation. Then let him drink of §
one of the bottles of spirits and enchant
over it. If the snake do not come, let him §
take a second bottle and proceed in the same
way. H on drinking of the third bottle
with an enchantment the snake do not come, |
the patient must die. In case the snake
come, let the Doctor take three cowries in
his hand, and then rehearse one form of
enchantment, and then another seven times
repeated for the purpose of charming the §
snake to come to the left side of the Doctor;
for if he come to the right side a contention
will ensue. Then let the Doctor brush off
the poison from the wound with a handful §
of Meyom leaves seven times, when the
form of incantation must be rehearsed over
three bottles. Then if the patient can eat §
betel he will get well.

Following the above, are directions for §
performing incantations with the view to §
close the mouths of serpents, which, to
become effectual, must be repeated three
times.

SIAMESE OBSTETRICS.

Superstition has invested the whole subject |
of native Midwifery with the most silly and
ridiculous notions, and some very pernicious §
and cruel. In accordance with the teachings
of Boodhism, the Siamese helieve that there §
never has been any new creation of animal
or intelligent beings; and hence that all
living creatures that ever have been, or ever §
will be born, are simply and only transmi-
grations from pervious states of existence,~ |
that all mere animal beings have once been
in a higher state in some previous life, in
the form of men or women on earth, or as
angels in heaven or devils in hell, and that}
mankind have all transmigrated to their §
present state either from some of the g
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many heavenly worlds, or from some of the
many infernal abodes.

The native books on Midwifery make an
carnest business of teaching parents how
they may know whence their new born
infants have come, and soberly state certain
signs by which they may know whether
their expected child is to be a son or daughter.
Their books say that there is great choice to
be had between different days of the week
on which a child shali be born—-Wednesdays
and Thursdays being regarded as more
favorable than any other day, for the
development of vigorous constitutions and
bright intellects. Children born on Sundays
are thought to be peculiary liable to bhe
careless and reckless all their days.

Besides these days of every week, they pay
much regard to other days, months, and
years, which their astrological books show
to be the most auspicious for the birth of
children.

There are a thousand other superstitions
observances connected with this subject
which tend greatly to enslave and dwaxf
the mind of the mother. Happy should
Christian mothers be, that they have not
heen brought up under such chains of
ignorance and consequent misery.

Those who practice cbstetrics as a profession,
are almost always elderly women. Male
physicians are not often called in attendance,
excepting in cases supposed to require some
extraordinary medical knowledge and skill,
Native midwives always endeavor to do
much to aid natural labor by means of
domestic medicines used both internally
and externally, shampooing and other
manipulations, It would seem certain that
they do much positive mischief by deranging
natura] labor. Nevertheless facts seems to
prove that parturition is both shorter and
easler to Siamese mothers than is usual to
Europeans and Americans, Certainly this
cannot be attributed to good treatment, but
rather to the fact that they are more animal
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in their natures, and consequently share
with the animal creation more liberally than
the latter, in the animal immunities of
parturition,

Happy would it be for these poor deluded
mothers, if they would allow their animal
simplicity to govern them more than they
do immediately after the birth of their
children. Just at this point commences
their most unnatural, cruel, and destructive
custom of having the mother lie by a hot
fire from the time the child is born con-
stantly for a period varying from five to
thirty days. Whence the custom arose
none of their most learned doctors of
medicine, or divinity, or letters seem able
to say. One, looking upon it from a
European stand point, is impelled to think,
that it must have had more of an oracular.
origin than the heads of mere natural men
and women,—that simple nature could never
have invented such a system so diametrically
opposed to nature. And yet the writer has
not been able to find any Buddhistical or
Braminical instruction sanctioning it, nor
legend, of angel, or saint, or devil to give
it popularity, It seems to be a custom
almost universal, not oply among the
Siamese, but also among the Laos, Peguans,
Burmans, and even Malays and Chinese
who have become subjects of Siam.

In times of great civil commotion, the
custom is sometimes dispensed with ;~as for
example A.D. 1759 when the old city was
sacked by the Burman Army, and the
people fled in great consternation, it is
generally admitted, that LYING BY A FIRE
was very little practiced from fear of the
enemy; and that no damages whatever were
noticed as accruing to those mothers or
children.

But such instances are not admitted as any
good argument for the entire suspension of
the custom, because, forsooth the angels
granted those mothers a special dispensation
of mercy and privilege on account of their
peculiar circumstances, which like favors



cannot safely be relied upon in a state
of piece. And there are always a few
mothers here and there among the native
population, who cannot lie by the fire, and
a very few, perhaps, who are determined
they will not, whom al} observe to have a
much easier and happier time of it than
others; and vyet, strange to say, such cases
have no power to prove to the people in
general, that this course is the hest one.
European and American ladies, who give
birth to children in Siam, can, they think,
far better dispense with the fire than employ
it, because their own mothers, from time
immemorial, had never been in the practive
of the custom, and consequently their con-
titutions do not at all require it. Hence
examples like these, ever so much multiplied,
fall powerless before this omnipotent Tam-
neam or custom.

Now it seems quite appropriate that such
a monstrous custom as this among the
Siamese, should be drawn out, and exposed
to the Christian world in the pages of the
Bangkok Calendar, for the purpose, not of
ridiculing - these unhappy native mothers,
but with the view to excite Christians to
tender sympathy for them, and to believing
and importunate prayer to Almighty God
our common Redeemer, that he will quickly
give the blessed gospel universal power over
these regions of Siam and all her tributary
States, that are now * filled with the habita-
tions of cruelty,” whose tyranny operates
particularly against the welfare of mothers
and their infant children.

The custom of LYING BY A FIRE, is as
follows, The mother, if it be her first
confinement, is doomed to lie thirty days
within four feet of a fire, always uncom-
fortably warm, and much of the time hot,
on a bare bench, without a mattress, or the
last thing to soften the hard plank; and this
she must continue night and day, with but
slight intermissions, during all those long
and tedious days and nights, During &ll
this time she has usually nothing but a

narrow cotten cloth about her hips to shield
her from the fire. You may see her turning
from side to side with the view, not only of
seeking rest, but also for the purpose of
exposing throughly all parts of her body,
and more particularly her abdomen to that
drying process, so that the uterus shall be
forced to shrink up quickly to its normal
dimensions, and the sanguineous streams,
which had been diverted to support the
child before birth, shall, by fire, be driven
backward to their more usual limitations,
all which is regarded as a sine qua non to
the enjoyment of a sound constitution and
good beath in the future.

Now let it be borne in mind that the
climate of all these regions where this
custom reigns, is not cold nor even cool,
where fire might sometimes be comfortable
to persons in such circumstances; but that
it is a hot clime where fire is generally any
thing but pleasant to a well person, and
much more so to one who has been weakened
by travelling agony. And it should be
remembered too, that these mothers have
to lie by a -fire usually in a small room,
without any thing like a chimney to convoy
off the smoke of the burning wood ; conse-
quently it becomes, to all intents and
purposes, a smoke room, so that the eyes
of the poor woman has to undergo a serve
discipline in order to become accustomed
to tolerate the smoke, as her body does the
fire.

The fire-place is simply and only a flat box
about four feet long by three wide, and
eight or ten inches deep, filled with clay.
On the top of this earth the fire is made
with wood and kept continually burning
and smoking. The bench on which the
woman lies, is of the fire place, and is
bought quite into contact, with it.

But it mut be stated as a mollifying
consideration, that a woman in confinernent
for her second child may, according to the
oracles of this custom, safely curtail the
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period of lying by the fire to twenty five
days; and with her third child to twenty
days ; with her fourth to fifteen days; and in
about the same ratio diminishing the time
til], with her seventh child, she may dispense
with the fire altogether without harm.

" The Siamese theory in regard to the part,
which external fire plays in the functions
of life and health, is made to work
powerfully in these circumstances, It teaches
that there is, at such times, a diminution of
heat in the body, and consequent liability to
stagnation of the blood, which if not
guarded against by fire, will leave the
uterus flabby and enlarged, bad humors in
the circulation, a consequent weak state of
the stomach, resulting in the secretion of
too little milk, and that of a bad quality for
the child, all of which will be likely to be
followed by a host of other fearful maladies
to both mother and child.

Now it is very remarkable that these last
sequences, which are guarded against at so
much expense of ease and comfort by the
custom, are positively and directly brought
about by following it. The mothers have
but little milk for there babes during the
month, and that of a poor qualtity.
Consequently the attendant nurses have to
feed them from the hour of their birth with
honey, rice-water, and the pulp of soft
bananas. This is their almost entire living
for the first two or three days, and a large
portion of it during the first month.

As intimated above, there are a few delicate
females among the Siamese who cannot
endure the usual treatment during confine-
ment, and are compelled, against all their
superstitious fears of the consequences, and
all the importunities of their friends to say
positively that they cannot and will not
endure it. For such, some other course has
to be taken by the use of peculiar medicines,
as their physicians tell them, which will in
a measure ward of the evils that would
otherwise come upon them from the want
of the fire. The following case will
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illustrate this as well as many collateral
circumstances of interest to the readers of
the Calendar.

The mother of the first child which His
Majesty the major king had born to him
after his accession to the throne was such a
case. She had given successful birth to a
princess, and had, according to universal
custorn, laid herself down on a hard bench
by the side of a hot fire to dry herself to
firmness of muscle and perfect restoration.
But the fire and smoke, and closeness of the
room, and other like abominable treatment,
threw her into a fever with which she was
quite distracted. The king at once dispatched
a messenger for the writer to hasten to the
bed, or rather to the fire of the suffering
mother. He, living about half of a mile
distant, was quick to obey the royal
summons. A royal conductor, and the chief
Physician, together with others of the royal
medical faculty were ready at the gate to
escort him to the place, which was a snug
little brick house of her own, situated deep
in the midst of a walled city of liké
dwellings, constituting the royal harem.
He found the miserable sufferer in a little
room still lying by the fire; the window
shutters all closed, and consequently the
place was quite dark even in the day time.
Though suffering terribly with the heat,
and smoke, and want of air, no one dared
to remove the fire. or open the shutters lest
it might prove fatal to the patient. Having
given briefly and decidedly his opinion of
the case, and what must be done to save the
woman, a report of the same was with the
utmost dispatch carried to the king, who
was in his palace a few rods distant. It
was but a few minutes when a note from
the king addressed to the writer stated
briefly, in His Majesty’s own peculiar
English, that he gave him perfect liberty to
treat his beloved Consort as he should think
proper. Whereupon he immediately ordered
all the fire to be removed from the room,
the window shutters all to be flung open,
and the lady to be laid on a comfortable



matress, her person lightly covered, together
with cool water to quench her thirst, cold
water to her head and tepid sponging of her
person. The medicines he administered
were exclusively homeopathic. There was
an immediate improvement, as was
naturally to have been expected, of all the
symptoms, and this became more, and more
striking every hour, until it was quite
certain to the king and to all the friends of
the royal lady, that a very pleasant way
had been discovered by which she might be
exempted from the miseries of lying by the
fire yet twenty flve days, and that too with
the cheering hope of escaping the frightful
sequences of the disuse of fire. These,
tyrannical custom ever brandisbes over the
heads of all the daughters of this eastern
world, compelling them te fear their power
as they would the opening of their citadel
of life to the evil one himself.

The following night the writer (in company
with a fellow countryman, a medical man )
spent in attendance on the lady, together
with several of the royal physicians,
H. R. H Krom# Lodang Wongsé being
the chief. Up to that time it had been an
unprecedented event for any man of the
great western world to enter the royal
harem. But that a Foreign physician should
ever spend a night there, in attendance
upon a lady-Consort of the king of Siam,
was a thing too monstrous, in the Siamese
mind, even to have been dreamed of in the
preceding reign. And it seemed then so
irregular to the vast majority of beholders,
that His Majesty, for their sakes, judged it
prudent to have the Foreign Physicians
escorted, and continually attended and
guarded by his most honored and trust
worthy servants.

The writer was in attendance on the royal
Consort the better part of two days and one
night, with occasional visits to the 5th day,
when he was able to pronounce his patient
quite well. So much was his Majesty
pleased with the result of the new treatment,

that on the 6th day he sent to the writer a
purse of two hundred Ticals, and to his
medical countryman who was his watching
companion with the lady one night, forty
ticals. And that was not all the gratitude
His Majesty evinced. Becoming aware of
the fact that the writer was greatly in need
of a more eligible situation for the establish-
ment of a Mission station than the very
cramped one in which his mission had long
been shut up, and for which they had paid
a very high rent, he promptly granted him
the privilege of renting on moderate terms,
a large and most advantageous site
immediately adjourning the palace of H. R.
Highness Krdmi Lodang Wongsa, which
had but a few days before been swept by
fire of more than twenty native houses.
And so thoughtful has His Majesty been of
that, and other little services, which the
writer has performed for him from time to
time since, that he, in concert with the
Prince his half brother above named, whom
he had made proprietor of the place, has
refused for many years to take a cent of the
320 Ticals per annum, which the mission
had agreed to pay for the land rent of their
beautiful place,

Now it would be reasonable for all readers
of the above happy innovation of the cruel
custom of Lying by the fire to conclude
that such a striking case of successful
treatment of confinement, without the
distressing accompaniment of fire, would
have been the beginning of a great and
good reformation in Siamese obstetrics, not
only in the royal palace, but also out of it
in all directions whither the report of it
was carried. But the writer is very sorry
that he cannot report any such happy
result ; and he is not aware that any one of
the sixty eight or seventy cases of confine-
ment, which have occurred in the royal
palace among the wives of His Majesty the
major king since that first case above
reported, has dispensed in any degree
whatever with the customary seasoning
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process of lying by a fire. In this remark
is included her late ladyship, who was so
happily carried through her first confine-
ment as above discribed, who died of uterine
hemorrhage Nov, 6th 1861 at the time of
the birth of her 5th child. Now such is
the power of superstition over the Siamese
mind, that the writer would not be at all
surprised to learn, that her death is being
accounted as one of the dreadful conse-
quences of not lying by the fire in her first
confinement. '

It should in this connection be stated, that
the king himself professes to have no
confidence in the utility of the custom of
LYING BY THE FIRE, and has given the
writer to understand that he thinks the
European treatment of women in confinement
much preferable to the Siamese mode. But
such is the power of the native superstition
concerning it, and such the miserable
forbodings of the royal mothers and their
parents and all their other relatives when
the great prophylactic agent FIRE is not
used according to custom, that he prefers to
let them take their own chosen way. In a
word, the custom is too strong for the
absolute monarch of Siam to insist upon its
being changed according to his own better
judgment, even in his own royal family.

The writer, from long observation of the
working of this treatment of Siamese.
mothers and their infant children, is fully
persuaded, that it is a tremendous evil upon
the Siamese race, a prolific cause of dyspepsia,
dropsy, barrenness and consumption of the
bowels and the lungs in the mother, and of
convulsions, diarrhea, dysentery, cholera-
mfantum, and hydrochepalus in  their
offispring, Inshort it is not too much to

. say, that it opens floodgates of disease,

impotency, and constitutional weakness,
which, more than any other cause, prevents
their increase as a people, and crushes them
down to inferior grades of physical and
menta] stamina.

1

SIAMESE IGNORANCE OF
ANATOMY

The most learned among the native
physicians have the least possible knowledge
of human anatomy. They have some vague
notions of a few of the bones; but no idea
of their number. As to distinct muscles of
the human body they know absolutely
nothing, regarding them all as an’indis-
tinguishablée mass of flesh. With a few of
the more superficial tendons they are of
course somewhat acquainted, and can call
them by appropriate names. But of the
neves they are the most profoundly ignorant,
and hence there i§ no word, or set of words
in the Siamese language by which to
designate any one of them. They cannot
avoid ‘seeing some of the most superficial
veins, and knowing that they contain blood,
but whether it flow within'outwardly or the
reverse they seem not to Liave had a thought
about it, only so far as to take it for granted
that it rins in all directions. ‘

Concerning the arterial circulation they have
the most ludicrous notions, supposing the
pulse, wherever felt, to be a conducter of
of wind, The writer “once on a time,”
being in company with a chief physician of
the kingdom, and he withal a Prinece, in
endeavoring to convey some correct ideas of
the circulation of blood, put a finger on his
pulse at the wrist,” and asked him 'the
question,-what is it that bounds there under
the finger ? He promptly replied, pen lom-it
is wind. And whenever the writer has
endeavord to explain to the native physicians
what disastrous effects the least volume of
wind would produce if injected into the
arteries, they have invariably stared at' him
with the blankest incredulity. '

So confused are the notions of the native
doctors, concerning the organs ot the chést
and abdomen, that they call the twodivisions
by one common name, meaning bowels;-e.g.
tubercles of the lungs they denominate féé
nei tCawng-ulcers in the bowels, They



suppose that the two passage to the Jungs
and the stomach are one and the same, and
that the heart can be reached directly via
the esophagus. It was only a few weeks
since, when the writer was called to give
his opinion of a case of palpitation, in the
person of one of the highest princes of the
kingdom. Some eight or ten royal physicians
were in attendance. ‘They had been treating
the prince on the supposition, that there
was a direct passage from the mouth to the
heart, and had administered cathartics and
other medicines for the purpose of expelling
the wind, which, they said, was pent up in
the heart, causing all the trouble, It was
an idea entirely new to them and almost
incredible, that there was no road from the
month to the heart except by the circuitous
one of the sanguinary circulation, or by the
sympathetic influence of the nervous system;
but the latter, after all the explanation that
could be given, remained as vague in their
minds as the idea of colours to men born
blind. - The liver is regarded as having so
slight a fastening, as to be liable to get out
of its place, sinking down among the
intestines, and producing very grave com-
plaints by its erratic wanderings.

SIAMESE SURGERY.

In such deep ignorance of the human frame
as above described, it were preposterous to
look for much of any thing, that would
deserve the name of practical surgery.
Indeed there is scarcely a man among the
Siamese doctors who ever ventures to try
his hand at surgery, excepting very rarely
in cases of minor operations, requiring the
use of no surgical instrument. They dare
not open a boil with a lancet or even a
needle. The tedious mode of opening with
caustics or with the actual cautery by fire is
sometimes adopted by them. The caustic
and poultice operation is so slow for some
abscesses, that it is a common thing to see,
what was at first a small fiuctuating tumor,
become an immense abscess involving the
whole system in disease, which one slight
plunge of the lancet would have prevented.
The writer has seen many a living scalp on

the heads of native children become one
one entite bag of pus, presenting the most
unsightly and horrid appearance imaginable,
and all for the want of timely lancing a
little tumor. Since the Siamese doctor have
witnessed European surgery, and noted the
happy results of it, here and there one may
now be found, who dares venture to open
an abscess with a lancet. And the people
have become so well satisfied of the utility
of such minor operations, that many now
apply to a Foreign surgeon to perform them.

There are & few Indo Portuguese, natives
of Siam, whom all the Siamese, from the
king down, regard as the only proper
surgeons of the country. But even these
dare not perform any capital operations;
their range being limited to lancing boils,
abscesses, and treating ulcers generally.
Even venesection is quite beyond the depth
of their knowledge and power of their nerve.
Amputations of limbs they cannot for a
moment think of performing. However
much a limb may have been mangled by
accident and certain of mortification, they
dare not attempt to cut it off, excepting
sometimes by one desperate blow, as with
an axe or chopping knife, when it has but
hitleattachment of skin or muscle remaining
Even such cases they will generally treat
by enveloping them with cotten dipped in
cocoanut oil, and leaving it for the unaided
power of nature to detach the mortified
limb. The following will illustrate this.

Early in the year 1837 the late Prime
Minister, father of His present Exceliency,
had a grand dedication of the Temple
which he had many years been engaged in
erecting. It was continued for sixteen
sucessive days and nights. Many thousands
of princes, nobles, lords, people, and priests
were present. Very extraodinary prepara-
tions had been made to amuse all classes in
the evening by fire works, among which
was the hazadons sporting with cannon
heavily charged with powder and broken
brick, and buried in the earth near by.
These were fired by a match with tremen-
dous report; one of them bursting, hurled

Gor



itsfragments among the crowded thousands
assembled, and to distant parts of the city.
The consequence was, that many were
killed outright, and many more sadly
wounded. The writer was then living
near by, and was summoned late in the
evening to visit them. Among them all,
there were only two persons who would
submit to be treated by a Foreign surgeon,
all the others preferring to risk their lives
with the Indo Portuguese dociors, One of
the two, a priest, had his right arm hope-
lessly shattered; the other, also a priest,
was badly wounded but had no bones broken.
The former, after being informed that his
arm could not be saved, and that he would
probably be restored to good health after
amputation, very firmly and promptly
submitted himself without reserve to the
judgement of the Surgeon; who having
obtained the assistance of the only Foreign
Merchant in the city, and a fellow Mis-
sionally, amputated the limb above the
elbow the same horn in the temple. Very
few of the natives dared to witness the
operation ; but all the thousands beard of it ;
and as it was an act wholly unprecedented,
it excited their great wonder and amaze-
ment. By the special favor of the Almighty,
the two patients improved daily without
one unfavorable symptom; while most of
the severely wounded, under the care of
the Portuguese physicians wasted, away by
hemorhage, inflamation, or the typhoid
fever consequent on mortification. It was
exceedingly painful to witness their suffer-
ings under what should be termed muzl-
treatment extra-ordinary.

NATIVE PROPHYLACTICS.

The Siamese have a great variety of medi-
cines which have the name of heing very
useful in guarding the human system against
the inroads of disease. But, in keeping
with all their puerility and supersition, they
but too generally make them appear, to an
enlightened mind, any thing but prophy-
latic-nay the most ridiculously nonsenical
~for example, we find in one of their
medical treatises what appears to have been

o

given as a sober prescription, made by four
distinguished hermits, who, “once on a
time,” met together for the purpose of
consulting how they might, by their united
wisdom, devise some means for prolonging
human life. The conference is said to have
resulted in the adoption of a magnificent
medical recipe of which the following is
but a mere brief,

It comprise twenty two ingredients to wit.—
4 kinds of spicy seeds, each in weight four
ticals—4 kinds of roots, including rhubarb
each four ticals’ weight.—2 other kinds of
roots, very pungen’, of each four ticals’
weight.—of a bitter vine four ticals—a very
pungeant shrub four ticals—another plant,
slightly pungent, four ticals—pepper 2 kinds,
each in weight four ticals.—~cardamum seeds
two ticals.-cardamum leaves two ticals—
nutmegs two ticals-camphor two ticals—
long pepper equal in weight to all the
preceding ; and finally take of the leaves of
a certain tree equal in weight to all men-
tioned before—beat all these into a coarse
powder, steep the same in hot water,
sweeten the water with palm sugar or
honey, and drink of the infusion.

The praise given this recipe are, that if a
man drink of it fifteen days in sucession,
he will be very manifestly strengthened in
his physical stamina. If he take it regularly
one month, he will be examted from all
kinds of consumption, and from a disease
called k’och#rat (a kind of Fambressia very
difficult to cradicate from the body ). If he
take it five months his eyes will be wonder-
fully clarified, and his body made proof
against the thrusts of swords and spears. If
he take it from one to three years, he will
have the strength of seven elephants, and
live a hundred years.

Though it be true, that there are few, if
any, now among the Sinmese, who place
confidence in this recipe, yet it indicates
what their forefathers were, and what they
themselves are not, even now, entirely free
from.
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Buddkism Explained - An Imroduction to the

Teachings of Lord Buddha by Bhikkhu Khantipalo
{ Social Science Press) 184 p.p. profusely
ellustrated, Appendices, Bibliography and index.
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Vietnam: The Lotus in the Sea of Fire
by Thich Nhat Hanh (SCM Press Lid, 1967 )
738 pp. B Shilling
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The Oats of Benares

by Geraldine Hualls ( Heinemnann ) Londen, 1967
21 Shillings

Geraldine Halls’ second novel firmly confirms
her as one of the foremost chroniclers of
that still inseparable water and cil mixture:
the international expert in Asia. Whether
the setting is Siam as in The Silk Project or
India as in this latest novel, Mrs, Halls
describes with understanding and sympathy
the emotional, physical, and moral confron-
tation between the European expert and
the Asian community in which he works.
Richard Margolis burdened by cynicism but
with an intnitive understanding and sym-
pathy for the cultural realities of his environ-
ment recalls the heroof The Sitk Project. Mar-

golis exhibits an admirable sense of restraint
andcaution in his dealinges with his Indian
counterparts and remains, to the end, wary
of “changing the ways of these people”

fit some internationally defined goal, Mrs.
Halls® sense of color, sound and smell is
evocative and we are ever conscionus of the
environment in which this tragedy unfolds.

Mrs. Halls captures all the variations on
the international expert theme and her
descriptions may make these latter day
international colonialists squirm just a bit.
She also exhibits a firm understanding of
that intricate and often mysterious mecha-
nism: The Indian Mind. The author’s
- description of Asian reactions, in this in-
stance, Indian officialdom to the work
both official and extra curricular of the
international expert, rings very true. I

alud



find her less convincing when she is dealing
solely with the emotional knots into which
her European experts tend to tie them-
selves. The author is on sober ground when
an Asjan figure is on the scene. [ can't
but reflect that Mrs., Halls must have been

a charming but elusive Asian counterpart in
one of her previous existences.
Burana na Ubol
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Golden Jubilee Congress, Procsedings of the
Symposium on Historical, Archacological and Ling-
uistic Studies on Scuthern China, S-E, Asia and
Hong Kong Region ( Hong Kong University Press)
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WAURNERINNGMINT (Y Two Thai MSS on the
Kunlum Kingdom 09937 qtmiils ekRLLUED
CHK $75) Mauntingrduiduinlnnfuw The
Arts of Thailand 2% 1] (US§8.95) 217603 The
Institute of Pacific Research 184 The China
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Tlai Cultural Values by Eugene Wang WUNK
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Social and Economic Studies in Development by
T.H. Silcock ( Australian National University
Press )
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