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ORATION delivered by the PUBLIC ORATOR in a Convoca-
tion held on 1 March 1958.

MAJOR-GENERAL H.R.H. PRINCE WAN WAITHAYAKORN
KROMMUN NARADHIP BONGSPRABANDH, M.A.
BALLIOL COLLEGE

Haud ita pridem, Academici, scholae Marlburiensi gratulabar,
cui contigerat tres uno decennio viros nutriisse primarios: unum,
archiepiscopum Cantuariensem; alterum, Magnae Britanniae,
qui tum fuit, Dominum Cancellarium; tertio loco, Summum
totius Angliae Iusticiarium. en nova gratulandi causa; his enim
tribus adicere nune licet iuniorum ex ordinibus hunc quartum,
virum venerabile habentem non modo suis civibus sed cunctis
gentibus nomen. hunc patriae suae partes legatorum in numero
sustinentem vidimus primum nos Britanni; viderunt deinde
Franco-Galli, quique Genavam olim confluebant gentium inter-
nuntii; viderunt postea socii nostri Americani, quo tempore non
apud hos solum sed apud summum gentium concilium patriae
personam tuebatur. scitis profecto quanta ille pars fuerit eius
concilii quantoque cum plausu abhinc biennium universo eius
consessui praesederit; nec illud vos fugit, domi illum genere,
ordine, titulis clarum singulari hominurm consensu per totum iam
sexennium rebus externis gerendis praefuisse. assentitur, puto,
M. Tullio, qui sic aliquando scripsit: ‘nihil est tam illustre nec
quod Jatius pateat quam coniunctio inter homines hominum et
quasi quaedam societas et communicatio utilitatum et ipsa
caritas generis humani.’ nemo certe diligentius elaboravit ut a
bellicis studiis revocemur nos homines, ut singuli universis
consulamus, denique ut consensu quodam et concentu verba
illa Ovidiana repetamus:

‘omnis in UNO
nostra salus posita est.’

praesento vobis regiae Thaiensium domus celsissimum
Principem Wan Waithayakorn, e Collegio de Balliolo A.M., ut
admittatur honoris causa ad gradum Doctoris in Iure Civili.
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A TRIBUTE TO
HiS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE WAN WAITHAYAKORN
KROMMEUN NARADHIP BONGSPRABANDH

Responding to a tequest from the Editor of "Social Science Review”, | gladly
contribute an article in English as a modest and humbie tribute to His Royal Highness
Prince Wan Waithayakotn, Krommeun Naradhip Bongsprabandh, on the occcasion of his
eightieth birthday anniversary, | am most happy to he asseciated with any movement 1o
render homage 1o His Royal Highness gn such an auspicious occasion

His Royal Highness Prince Wan Waithayakorn, Krommaun Naradhip Bongspra-
bandh, is an eminent elder statesman of world renown., As an etudite scholar and
academician, a former ambassador then Foreign Minister and Deputy Prima Minister of
Thailand, a former President of the United Nations General Assembly and countiess other
international organizations, the prestige of the Prince is such that it requires no endorse-
ment from me, .

1 wish to wiite from a more subjective and personal angle. His Roval Highness has
had a profound inflyence on my whole life and career, and has been so generous and
h;eflpfql to me that it would be no exaggeration to say that | regard him with filial
affection,

| first ceme under the infiuence of His Roval Highness when 1 was a voung boy
newly arrived in England to further my studies there. The Prince was then Minister to
the Court of St. James's and to a number of other European countries, in those days when
our country had no ambassadors. The Prince was the youngest envoy extraordinary and
plenipatentiary ever to be appointed by His Thai Majesty’'s Government,  From the
beginning, His Royal Highness was exceptionally kind to me, encouraging me in my
studies and promoting my love of literature and writing, | was occasionally invited to
stay with him during the school holidays, and taken {0 see educational plays and films.

Upen my return to Bangkok after graduating from Oxford, where the Prince had
also studied much earlier, His Royal Highness suggested that 1 should teach at the uni-
versity where | could gain wide experience ‘and he in close touch with the youngur
intelligentsia of the country,  Hence began my conneciion of thirty years with Chula-
longkorn University, where the Prince had himself taught after his return from London
and where he was still serving as a member of the Univsisity Council. | was fater pri-
vileged to serve on the Council with His Royal Highness for many years, and also as a
special professor of Thammasat University when the Frince was its distinguished Ractor,

When His Royal Highness was appointed President of the Royal Ingtitule, cur
national academy, | was inducted 28 ane of itz youngest Fellows (Rajpandit).,  When the
Prince was electad for his first term as President of the Siam Society, | also served under
him as Editor of the Siam Saciety Journal, nat knowing then that ane day | would succeed
to the presidency of tiis famous institution,

Fven while His Roya!l Highness was stationed overseas as an ambassador, | often
had the benefit of his advice. Or one oceasion, my wife and | had the honour of staying
with him and the Princess ot their wsidence in Washington, D€,



When the Prince became Minister of Foreign Affairs, it was suggested that | should
Jjoin the Foreign Service. | did not have the hanour of serving him in that capacity, as at
that tirme my university work was still keeping me fully engaged. However, | was privileged
to work with His Royal Highnsss in numerous committees, both governmental and
nen-governmental,

1 was Executive Secretary of the Association of Southeast Asian [nstitutions of
Highar Learning when the Prince was elected President of this eight-nation body compri-
sing all the leading universities of Southeast Asia. It was a rare opportunity for me to
tbserve at close guarters how he, one of the greatest diplomats of our time, diplomatically
maintained unity among national groups of varied intergsts under sometimes difficult
circumstances,

T was also ohe of the vice-presidents who served under him when His Reoyal
Highness was President of the Social Science Association of Thailand.

During the nearly fifty years that | have known and worked for His Royal Highness
Prince Wan Waithayakorn, Krommeun Naradhip Bongsprabandh, | have never found him
to be anything but wise, gracious and considerate. |n my presence, he has never had an
unkind word for anyone; on the contrary, he has treated all with the utmost tact, patience
and generosity.  Te me, and | am sure to many others as well, the Prince has unfailingly
appeared to be the epitome of a consummate sage, diplomat and statesman, a truly great
personage, a rare phengmenon in the world of ta-day.

PREM PURACHATRA

“Thai Ambassador to India, Ceylon and Nepal
and Minister to Afghanistan
New Deihi, July 25, 1971.
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Values Scale
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1. Economic development 2.00 214 2.05 2.10
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UnNnsen

Thailand’s Dilemma

With the accumulation of events since
the Ping-Pong diplomacy, up to the an-
nouncement of the intention of the President
of the United States tovisit China, Thailand
and her political leaders have been kept on
their toes speculating over what will become
of the relationship between the two giants.

With the confusion of opinion among
the Thai military and civilians, one cowdd
detect an infinite variety of pro and con.
For instance, the leader of the Economist
Front Party advocated immediate establish-
ment of diplomatic relations with China,
including trade relations, with the hope
that China will, in turn, lessen her aggres-
stve stance; while M.R. Kukhrit Pramote,
the famous writer and head of a charitable
or ganization, who forseeing the danger of
such relations which might bring insidious
influence to Thai society, advocated the
extermination of so-called leftist politicians
and elements in our society. As he aptly
put it, © Although it may sound immoral,
what else can we do?” However, his
brother, M.R, Seni Pramaote, the leader of
the Democratic Party, although not as
strong in his opinion as his younger brother,
advocated a "' wait and see™ attitude.

Mearwhile, the govermment's own
idea on this turn of events does not seem
clear cither. The Prime Minister cau-
tiously gave more or less the same view as
that of the leader of the opposition-that is,
“woait and see.”

Amny public opinion from the center of
Thai foreign policy so far only came from
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Major General Sanga Kittikachorn, the
Prime Minister's brother, The General,

®0b

who recently had a fielld day with the
press, due to the press boycott of the
Minister, said diplomatically that any
betterment of relations betwween the Urnited
States and China will benefit Southeast
Asia. The General did not say how speci-

Jically, or if Thailand has any policy of

its own in this matter.

All in 2ll, the ruling elite of Thai
polittics does not seem to have a clear view
on the subject, with the possible exception
of M.R. Kukhrit and Mr. Tept Chotanuchit,
who evidently had something on their
minds, possibly even before this present
turn of events.

It seems to the writer of this article
that the issue at stake regarding Thailand’s
relationship with any foreign power is
basically the question of sovereignty versus
the loss of sovereignty, immediate or other-
wise. We know that there is no such thing
as absolute sovereignty in this modern
world of ours; only fools or fascist pro.
pagandists dream of such athing, Therefore,
with that basic fact, we must proceed to
consider the components of the sovereignty
of a state. We can briefly say that the
major components are economic, political
and social. If we lose any of these com-
ponents to any degree we certainly lose a
ceriain amount of our sovereignty. The
saturation point will come only when the
degree of loss becomes intolerable to the
ruling regime, or the mass, The result of
such saturation usually is revolution or
coup d’etat.

With the above digression in mind, let
us condider our relationship with China,
To alot of people in this country, China



certainly looks like a big, bad brother, who
among other things, has used overt words
and deeds against the small, little brother,
Thailand. Moreover, China and Taiwan
also compete against each other, claiming
the allegiance of overseas-Chinese in Thai-
land. Thus, China seems to present dangers
to Thai sovereignty on political and social
levels because it advocates a radical way of
life. The guestion we should ask ourselvesat
this juncture is, “Is China the only country
which may threaten our sovereignty ?"

The answer is sadly, no. China may
look big and mighty, but we seem to forget
Japan, a smaller country than Thailand or
China, but with powerful economic power
and potential world-power in terms of
military capability. Japan has no nuclear-
weapons, but she has the capability to
produce them. Japan has no overt intention
of aggrandisement in Southeast Asia, and
in fact, the majority of the Japanese popula-
tion feels very strongly against the building
up of their so-called self-defense force,

Why then should Thailand fear the
loss of her sovereignty to Japan as much as
China?

No nation in the world will not try to
defend its economic, political and social
interests, What stops a nation from going
into war or protecting its interests abroad
depends only on its military capability, and
the counter-balance force of other interested
nations.

Southeast Asia, as of now, may be only
a secondary market for Japanese goods and
her source for industrial raw materials, but
with the higher labor cost in Japan, and the
potential trade-war between her and the
United States, Southeast Asia is not an
unlikely major market and source of raw
materials for Japanese industries in the near
future.

Let us turn specifically to Thailand.
We know that the Japanese are here and,

infact, legally welcomed by the government,
some Thais, overseas-Chinese businessmen
and bankers alike, Within the last decade
of industrial promotion and promotional
privileges in the Thai economy, Japanese
investment, in the form of joint venture or
otherwise with mostly Japanese manage-
ment, has spread from purely consumer
goods production into semiheavy industry
(i€, steel), recently mining, possibly
agriculture and cattle raising, and gigantic
projects In Petro-chemical products. Even
in the service industry the Japanese have
made a dent with their nightclubs, hotels
and travel service based in Bangkok,

On the surface of it all, there is certainly
no illegitimacy or subversion on the part of
the Japanese in Thailand, but the fact
remains that the Thai economy is slowly
but firmly being taken care of by foreigners.

It seems that we don't have many
choices, as we have been advocating the
““Spirit of Free Enterprise,” industrialization
to save the nation etc. Moreover, nobody
seems to care how much we can realistically
{ulfill our daydreams of a higher standard
of living. The dilemmaes can be illustrated
with the recent episode of the petro-chemical
projects, where instead of more than one
nation competing for promotional privileges
in the down-stream sector, there was only
Japan, represented by two giant Japanese
petro-chemical concerns comnpeting against
each other. The basic result of this recent
fight was that Japanese industry carried the
day, regardless of which of them won

anyway.

The choice, if there is any left for
Thailand not to lose its econamic sovereignty
further, may be the strict control over not
only who invests in which sectors of the
economy, but also who controls them, The
other far-reaching choice is the nationali-
zation of industry which the government
may consider in danger of being controlled
completely by foreigners. (The experience

@00



of the EEC countfies with the United
States should be analyzed for our benefit.)

To act according to the last suggestion
would certainly create quite a storm among
the international financial centers, our
lenders of capital, and certainly the Japanese
government. More than that, do we have
capable managerial people to take over
whatever is left behind by the foreigners?
What will be the reaction of the Japanese
government ?

The writer of this article does not in
any way suggest to his readers that the
Japanese are devils under the guise of
legitimate investors and businessmen. On
the contrary, to this writer, the Japanese, if
anything, are the prime example of “Free
Enterprise” at its most efficient form.

The problems which we are facing, to
this writer, need two forms of solutions—
namely, a positive solution in regard to
Thai-Chinese relations, and a negative
solution in regard to Thai-Japanese relations.

As to the former solution, regardless of
whether or not the Chinese communists
have been or are supporting the discontented
lot of Thais and ethnic Thais against the
central government personnel, the central
government always has the moral duty to
provide basic opportunities for the better-
ment of their livelihood. The action on the
communists’ part ironically helps us to see
the reality more than we would have heen
prepared to otherwise,

However, to further tighten control on
the freedom of the people, and using a
sweeping violence method in controlling the
so-called dissidents, as suggested by some
groups of the power elite in Bangkok, will
only create deepening distrust and hatred
for the central government.

The positive action which the govern-
ment should use may take a long time to
achieve, but the government should remind
itself that dissidents will exist regardless of
outside influence, so long as the mass of the

population is neglected. The adjustment in
our relationship with China will have to be
made, and should have been made a decade
ago. Concessions will inevitably have to be
made on both sides, However, with our
lessons learned from two decades of rela-
tionship with the United States, we should
not return to an “all eggs in one basket”
policy again.

Let us turn to the question of our
relationship with Japan. Japan’s ambition
and motives in being here are not so clear,
as has been mentioned before, but the fact
remains that the Japanese have come neither
as guerillas, nor with banners proclaiming
to topple the Thai government. The
Japanese have come with economic and
technological power and a strong sense of
nationalism, and they have been here
with the acceptance and welcome of the
government and the people of increasing
expectation of a higher standard of
living; in order to stop this increasing
economic domination, the Thais will have
to take a negative action of control and
pationalization. In reality, this presents
more dificulties than the positive action of
countering the so-called dissidents in the
remote areas of the country.

Pansak Vinyarain
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THE THAI SILK CO., LTD.

JAMES H.W. THOMPSONMN
Manaying Directar

Hand - woven Silks & Brocades

STOLES, BLOUSES, SPORT SHIRTS, NECKTIES
CUMMFRBUNDS AND THE LARGEST BELECTIOM
GF SILKs BY THE YARD IN BANGKOK

THE COMPANY THAT MADE THAI SILK WORLD FAMOUS
NEWPREMISES 9 SURAWONGSE ROAD
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The Journal of the Siam Society
Yolume 39 part 2, July 1971
interest. David Chandler and Hans Penth

This volume of the Journal of the Stam
Sociely is a felicitation issue in honor of
Prince Wan Waithayakom on the occasion
of his 80th hirthday. The traditionally
high standards of scholarship of the Journal
are maintained and the articles represent a
cross section of disciplines that should
appeal to the general reader as well as to
Prince Wan to whom this volume is deci-
cated. One would expect Prince Wan
would find “the scholarly expositions con-
cerning various inscriptions of particular

in their articles on an inscription from
Angkor Wat and Wat Dong Bunnak
respectively point the way to the need for
intensive study of such inscriptions. Dr.
Griswold and Acharn Prasert na Nagara
have made a significant and lasting contri-
bution to Thai historical studies with their
detailed and erudite analysis of the Ram
Kamhaeng inscription. 1 would venture
that their translation will stand as definitive
for many year to come,

Dr, Stifel’s article on the rubber eco-
nomy of southern Thailand gives us addi-
tional insights into the varied patterns and
problems of production and maketing of
rubber, Professor Ishii’s article provides
an interesting sidelight to hitherto unused
historical sources that shed light an im-
portaut pericds of Thai history.

This special felicitation issue should
be of interest to scholars interested in
Siamese studies. This volume represents
a fitting scholarly compliment to Prince
Wan who has played the role of scholar-
diplomat so effectively for many years.

Burana Warasan
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