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Buddhist author,
activist to speak at UW

Sivaraksa’s ‘radical
conservatism’ calls for
generosity, awareness

By William Galloway

selfish-want to be enlightened.” That smile again. “To
give is good.”

There is a charm that extends beyond the
graceful and ubiquitous smile of this man, beyond his
delightfully archaic.and slightly fractured use of the
English language, not unlike a character in a Peter
Sellers movie.

Contributing Writer

“If you have a tree in your
garden, you must preserve it. Not
because it is the most beautiful tree
in the world. Not because it is
sacred. Just because it grows in
your garden."

The small man, simply
dressed in a rough blue cotton
tunic and black trousers, smiles
warmly. Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa,
promineni Thai author, Buddhist
thinker and political activist, has
arrived at the UW for 10 days of
lectures on topics ranging from
politics to religion. Controversy
follows him like a shadow.

"The Country is a
house, and the mili-
tary are the termites
who feed on it, and
finally destroy it.

When will the mili-
tary cease being ter-
mites and become

ordinary insects?"

-Ajarn Sulak
Sivaraksa

Aug, 22,1991, at
Thammasat University
in Bangkok

Social action is one of the
primary focuses of his work, and
he is founder of the International
Network of Engaged

A Man of Peace: Ajarn
Sulak Sivaraksa, noted Thai au-
thor and political activist explains
his theory of Tadical conservatism'.

Buddhists, as well as nu-
merous other social and humani-
tarian organizations.

By the practice of generos-
ity, explains Ajarn Sulak, one learns
compassion for all sentient beings
and avoids exploitation of oneself
and others.

"l use strong words,” he
says. "I think you need strong words to make peaple
agree or disagree.”

Ajarn Sulak {Ajarn is a title much like professor
in English) is a man with a foot in each of two worlds,
spiritual and political. He calls his approach “radical
conservatism.”

He deplores the notion that Buddhism deals only
with individual suffering and not with that of society,
as he invokes the fundamental practice of :l:'mf or
generosity.

"Many in the West want to skip dana. Very

"Of course, as an ordinary human being you
cannot help but exploit yourself and others. The point
is to exploit less," he reassures his audience.

oD

The practice of the Five Precepts (s?la} gives
guidelines for non-exploitative behavior, but Ajam
Sulak emphasizes that these are only guidelines. "Rec-
ommended. Up to you,” he said.

His ready sense of humeor frequently surfaces
when the context seems grave.

* The Daily Of The University of Washington
Monday, Febuary 3, 1991 Page 3.
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"We all kill, perhaps indirectly. Even if you are
a vegetarian, don't be proud. At least the buffalo and the

cow have a chance to run away from you. The poor
vegetables cannot even run away!."

He matter-of-factly points out the logic of veg-
etarianism, "Cows cry louder than cabbages.”

The blind acceptance of dogma, Ajarn Sulak
argues, must be replaced by a "critical awareness" of
everything one observes.

“Believe in whatever is helpful to you to become
less greedy, less selfish, less hateful, To see things as they
really are.”

This philosophy has extended to the realm of
politics as well, in a region where the ramifications of
American foreign policy are far more extensive than
many realize.

"We must adapt, Western ideas critically. This is
my main idea. The people at the top have power, but
they have no brain," says Ajarn Sulak.

"No, too strong. They have been brainwashed by
Berkeley advising. They stimulate greed and call it
development.”

Ajarn Sulak’s outspokenness has earned him the

disapproval of a succession of military regimes in
Thailand.

In 1962, he founded the Sacial Science Review, a
forum for intellectual debate and the only one of its kind
in Sountheast Asia. The Review was the first to reveal
the presence of US. troops on Thai soil as part of the

American involvement in Indochina.

He was accused of complicity in the studen
demonstrations demanding democratic reforms in 1973
which rallied half a million people in the streets o
Bangkok and led to the downfall of reigning military
strongman, Thanom.

Although the students rejoiced, Ajarn Sulal
reflects, "I felt very sad. Some students had been killed
not many, and the rest thought they had won. I said, no
you have not won. Only the top three people are gone
The whole military apparatus remains intact.”

Chaos ensued. On Oct. 6, 1976, students met witt
government troops in a bloody confrontation a
Thammasat University, and the army backlash was
swift and repressive.

"My books were burned. My book-shop closed
The Social Science Review shut down forever," recalled
Ajarn Sulak.

He spent two years in exile, lecturing at Cornell,
Berkeley and Toronto, then he returned in 1977, when the
political climate was more lenient.

"By then, my convictions had changed radically.
I understood how the farmers and laborers suffered...
the last 14 years of my life, my work has concentrated
on social injustice, ecological crisis and human rights."

But in 1984, Ajarn Sulak was jailed on charges of
treason, the same charge which has again driven him
from his homeland, the land he calls Siam.

"I never use the name Thailand. This name was

‘imposed upon us by a military dictator in 1939. It is a

symbol of a dictatorial regime and obviously chauvin-
istic. The country does not belong only to the Thai. There
are the Mon, the Karen, the Lao, the Vietnamese, others.
I refuse to use it.”

He ponders briefly, then his face lights up and
he adds, "You are welcome to use it, if you want to!"

Question everything,

Ajarn Sulak will conduct a seminar entitled
‘Buddhism and Politics in Thailand’ on Tuesday, Feb. 4,
1992, at 3:30 p.m. in Thomson 403. The seminar is open
to all interested students and faculty members.
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STATE DEPARTMENT REPORT, MARCH 25, 1992

(Thailand, Hun Sen/Kanter) (650)

News Briefing : Spokesman Margaret Tutwiler briefed

Following is an unofficial transcript of East Asia/Pacific excerpts :
(begin unofficial transcrtpt)

THAILAND
o Could

pcies believe o be

find opportunity 1o form that government.

A7

as denied a visa in July
at_any alien who gt

gel visas?
annol get visas?

12.A(2) ¢ of our

Immigrati®

Q: That' s the one
entering the United tates?

TUTWILER: Il be happy to read it again’ the aclualTahgdage here in the law.
Q: Just checking.

TUTWILER: Okay.

drug trade — is that it — from
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1) 8 Noam Chomsky, "The Responsibility of Intellectuals” lu The Chomsky Reader, Pantheon books,
New York, 1987 pp  53-61.
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Ansley J. Coale™ lRusndiishmansznuiiiadunnmaisiapiuisrennausslrsosfueiguszeing
roouTnARvIgenim ot daay lnonlFiBmsmanzu (projection) SudsstnsrastimAsvigawim
U p.A. 1980 eenlufell AA. 2100 Tnufnimmaiguiisdunaumuaues (ﬁnﬁ’mﬂnmﬁruﬁuéwhﬁ‘u
207 = wi*ﬂummmuwuﬂisﬂmsquwam ) Duvdn umm'hjuﬁuumuunmJ's_'u'm‘mmmwmnmumswwwuﬁ
mnﬂuuan 3 v ﬂnamﬂmmmwuﬁ 1.8, 1.6 UR: 1.4 AREAMIIAY MIRARZINVIIMNATATBIBIZAUMT
muf (o latieRuseadinusminyiiu 80 Ty Wuvsn MM IMARILUTIINTUBINM NS TURUGLAR Ay
Ihwiseendlugsodiude dumilsiimamarcalnolnrandsmniigwiminn uaBasnmiildraamdn
Usmnsitreiugmudunta: 700,000 Ay womlsminsitefsdintgonddinnm 400,000 auiitmualy
Tungwiny wiftiosrihumsnaseiuivusiinuwniitodinlpgbinndasmungvsnusie

MR 2 sumswAsuedaswmaienn il pA. 1980 uacll pA. 2100 mu'lﬁ;ﬁau‘lmo
MIMAAL muuumu " mwsumau'lumsmsmwuws,muwmuﬂumumo (anmﬁtwmwuq‘ﬂu =2 O?)u'u It
Usztmeas wnmﬂ 25 wWedidusnnll 1980 neufisnTeAm TIemiuiITeaziimAm uﬂmmu'lﬂmau'lﬂmu
mIgwewEta: 700,000 Aumbss Snaudsnntt A.A. 2100

Table 2 The effect of net immigration on the size of the projected population of the
United States in 2100, at various low levels of fertility

Assumed Population in 2100 relative Populationt in Required annual
total to 1380 2100 with migration ( migration so that
fertility relative to popula- | population in
rafe No immigra- | 700,000 annual without immigration | 2100=population
tion immigration in 1980
2.07 1.265 1.732 1.370 -396,000
1.80 0.748 1130 1.51 464,000
160 0.492 0.824 1.675 1,047,000
140 0.336 0.827 1.870 1,594,000

LunsgTsN : From Ansley J. Coale * Demographic Effects of Below-Replacement Fertility and
Their Social implications,” in Below-Replacement Fertility in Industrial Societieso ;
Causes, Consequences, Policies. Table. 1, P.205

sidmALUEN 3T 4 1eeuiznnil 1980 Toasiisanmsiuus:nnitilas 4,000,000 AU athewshigye
d'zumu'lﬁdnu'lwmmm?tyﬁuéﬁ'wﬂ (BammaigringTainmiy 1.4 segnT 1 ay) W sudsnnslul
2100 vzifdey 1 3 voalszmngtl 1980 (Mbifimsthodh) uwithmumsthedtla: 700,000 AumbLD
wfiiomawndy 5 Ty 8 vasus:mngl 1980
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Tungfniganuvesmmoft 2 vendnuus:nsewswwetifelinmsztnTll AA. 2100 vh
i) p.fi. 1980 Fameldidaulwsndosenwemisrinioan Tsezvibissnmviil 1980 Wotwmzmsisiqiula
veovsingfinein Momentum of growth fudstilulassniueiguszmindl 1980 hun mamsssowug
vonlsnnsRnAeORY 1.4 1 Usvemmigonsmdssmsinounrnnsonewidols: 1.6 fueu Joecrild
Yrznnsliaf. 2100 dmwinul A.A. 1980

My 3 uRsUifl 6 WdanAiR (parameters) a1 wadlassiusigUsnngdl AA. 2100
Foduwsnndouly 4 Yszmavesmsmanmutznns Teldwnesnnndusviemad wremsbfimsowewisn
fuszmeawsganim venvimiusilduSvudouraifoest 2100 Ml 1980 wlify wmuhdadues
Trsosswonyowasturiaugodu dofufovildensisegm

Table 3 Characteristics of age distributions in 2100, at various low levels of fertility

Assumed total  median age Proportion in age intervals PE0-64/
fertility rate P20-24
Whote  Persons 0-19 20-64 65+ 80+
20-64

No immigration

2.07 377 397 0.249 0.551 0.200 0.054 95
1.80 42.3 4.0 0.209 0.552 0.240 0.068 117
1.60 46.0 422 0.178 0.546 0.275 0.081 139
140 49.9 433 0.147 0.536 0.317 0.098 170

Including net immigration at 700,000 per year

2.07 375 397 0.248 0.558 0.193 0.051 0.95
1.80 M5 40.9 0.210 0.565 0.226 0.062 116
1.60 44.3 4.7 0.182 0.567 0.251 0.070 1.35
1.40 46.9 425 0.156 0.569 0.275 0.079 159
1980 population 28.8 35.0 0.305 0.565 013 0.030 0.51

Uunsisfsn ; From Ansley J. Coale "Demographic Effects of Below-Replacement Fertility and Their
Social Implications,” in Below-Replacement Fertility in Industrial Societies; Causes,
Consequences, Policies. Table 2, P.208



130  fomumensuivim;

FIGURE 6 The percent age distribution of the projected population of the United
States in 2100 at various levels of ferility, with and without net immigration
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SOQURCE: Calculations by the author.
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fwdumswiouwasnnaudsrndluiusinuiy . FilsegureengreyiBeey (g 20-64)
- wal - o - - - wud T AN ol
udndn 5 U mulddeulumansging 2.07 wsanudn 7-8 T malddoulsmansywugin 1.4 uszh
PR - 4 > v oo - Y -
uaneliluredinifinasraomnion 3 tu Iduandiviudndnodanmurenlsnnsitnmdannduney (e
60-64) sioummnriuiigmavinon (e1g 20-24) fififieudy 2 Wil AA. 2100 mu'lmmaulnmsmtu
Wugdnhunang (am‘nmﬂmmwummnu 2.07) unzien 3 whvisesnnnnmelfidenlamsisaiginn g
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'hmtu:wmsmmwummﬂszmﬂqmﬂmn‘s-m'lﬁnmmathmﬂﬁ': (ousit] f1.A1. 1965 (D) aufvssit
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FIGURE 7 Projections of the total UUS population and the hypotheticat eastern and
western populations
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Last Tango in Thailand
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( The Nation February 24, 1992. p.1)
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