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There was another side to Rama VI, the
brilliant and gifted King and ‘prophet’. Inheriting
none of his father's selfdiscipline and modesty,
pragmatism and sense of proportion, deft touches
with men and natural flair for politics, the son

was insecure and temperamental and irresponsible,
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fanciful and vainglorious as evident in a number
of ways.

A fundamental trait of his personality was
that he had an obsessive suspicion and fear of
people or things he did not directly control or
was familiar with.

When he became King, his fears, obsessions
and predilections were reflected in his conduct
of government. From the first, he chose to distrust
his relatives.. who although all critical of the King,
were not harbouring any conspiracy against him.

At the same time he tried to extend the
environment of his palace which he found to be
so conducive for his needs to the country at large:
he elevated his familiar favourites to high ranks
and offices; he turned the Kingdom into a massive
stage for his extravagance and well rehearsed
theatrical showmanship.

The costs and consequences were - rumerous.
First of ali, with the King's appointment of his
favourites to key offices, including the cabinet itself...
This royal patronage of the underserving lowered
the -monarchy's prestige and caused resentment...

Secondly, in his persuit of his desired lifestyle,
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Rama VI neglected his many responsibilities....
More importantly, another responsibility neglected
was the task of providing good government...

Rama VI refused to listen to any criticisms
of his own conduct of government or to take heed
to any advice, including from his own brothers, that
he should grant some kind of constitution to the
people. He steadfastly and obstinately stuck to his
familiar chosen course, develops Thai nationalism
as a means of uniting the people behind him and
promoting his favourites and the Wild Tigers as
a mean of safeguarding his throne. Moreover, at
the very moment that the ship of state was seen
to be moving forward and a steady hand at the helm
was perceived to be vital, the business of govern-
ment became conducted in accordance with one
man's temperament and wilfulness. ... Thirdly, the
King's lifestye and conduct of government were
expensive. Royal expenditures were increased
significantly and by 1925 made up over 10% of
the government's budget, compared to between
0.13 and 0.33 for Japanese and European mon-
archies

The monarchy is attempting to act both as a
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symbol of national unity and a power seeker, without
realising the two roles may be inherently and fatally
contradictory... But the task of self-realisation will
not be easy, for gone is the pragmatism and
flexibility which had been the hall mark of the
Chakris and which had enabled them to contribute
with considerable success and rare distinction to
the Kingdom's past progress. Intheir peace, there
seems to be inflexibility, insensitively and obsessive
fears of change and the unknown, which may turn
out to be self-perpetuating. For the royal family’s
psychological and conceptual environment is a.
closed one : information and advice, feedbacks and
analyses all come from the same source, a small
coterie of royalists with similar conservative beliefs

and predispositions.
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The ‘deplorable inheritance’ left by his brother,
not only was state finance and administration in
considerable disorder, but the monarchy had also

fallen into disrespect.
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To summarise, the situation which has led to
the Tsar of Russia having to relinguish the throne
was brought about by himself. He refused to adapt
himself to progressive groups, which had become
very vociforous, and to make firmly concessions
to them: One cannot fight progressives, It might be
asked why one should not listen to conservatives
also, since they are there, the answer is that
conservatives can never harm the King, because
it would be against their beliefs. Progressive are
capable of anything, and therefore one has to
consider them, more than conservatives. Conflict
between the two is normal, but conservatives have

never prevailed and containment is only tempo-
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rary: in the end it will be as desired by the pro-

gressives.
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On the day after the King’s death, during a
call of condolence which I paid on the Prime
Minister he spoke to me very frankly adout the whole
situation and ascribed the King's death to an
accident, but it was obvious that the possibility of
suicide was in the back of his mind. He was violently
angry at the accusations of foul play levelled against
himself and most bitter at the manner in which he
alleged (without doubt justly)that the Royal Family
and the Opposition, particularly Seni Pramoj and
Phra Sudhiat, had prejudiced the King and
especially the Princess Mother against him. He
repeated several times that he had been over-
whelmingly busy attempting to rehabilitate and gov-
ern the country and had not had time to have
luncheon and tea with Their Majesties every day
or two as had members of the Opposition. He
said that the King had always behaved most
correctly as a constitutional monarchand that their
relations had, in spite of the prejudice implanted

in the King's mind, been friendly and correct. He
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admitted frankly, however, that his relations with
the Princess Mother were hopelessly bad and
he feared greatly that his relations with the new
King would be poisoned in the same manner as
had his relations with King Ananda. He appeared
to have every confidence, however, that he could
deal with the situation. He insisted that he intended
to continue to endeavor to work with the new King
and his mother. It was obvious, however, that he
would not be content to suffer the accusations
of the opposition, if they continued, without taking
some sort of repressive action against them.

Charles W. Yost

Charge d affaires

Legation of the U.S.A.

14 June 1946
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The Foreign Minister, who in the new cabinet
has been appointed Director of the Bureau of the
Royal Household and of the Bureau of His

Majesty's Private Secretariat, informed me that he
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had had an audience this morning with the new
King in which His Majesty had enquired whether
rumors in regard to his brother's death are still
being spread about. According to Direk he replied
that the rumors are still being circulated widely,
that some claim that the late King was murdered
by the orders of the Prime Minister, some that he
was murdered by his former aide de camp and some
that he committed suicide under political pressure.
King Phumiphol thereupon informed the Foreign
Minister that he considered these rumors absurd,
that he knew his brother well and that he was
certain that his death had been accidental. While
that the King said to Direk does not necessarily
represent what he really believes, it is nevertheless
interesting that he made so categorical a statement
to the Foreign Minister.

The Department may also be interested to
know that within forty-eight hours after the death
of the late King two relatives of Seni Pramoj, first
his nephew and later his wife, came to the Legation
and stated categorically their conviction that the
King had been assassinated at the instigation of the

Prime Minister. It was of course clear that they had
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been sent by Seni. I felt it necessary to state to
both of them in the strongest terms, in order to
make it perfectly clear that this Legation could not
be drawn into Siamese political intrigues, that [
did not believe these stories and that I considered
the circulation at this time of fantastic rumors un-
supported by a shred of evidence to be wholly in-
excusable. The British Minister in formed me this
morning that he had also been approached by
several members of the Opposition to whom he had
stated that he accepted the official account of the
King's death and that he would not be drawn into

any further discussion of the matter.
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I took Dr. Bacon of the Fareastern Division
to call on Field Marshal Phibun on Saturday, June
Sth. During the course of conversation with the
Field Marshal we called attention to an item which
appeared recently in the local press stating that
those suspected of being involved in the death of
the late King Ananda would be brought to trial next
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month. Phibun confirmed that the case had reached
a point where it could be prosecuted in the local
courts. However, in reply to my question whether
he thought the court would be able to solve the
mystery of the late King's death, he replied that he
did not know. He then voluntarily mentioned the
possible involvement of Nai Pridi. He said that he
personally doubted whether Nai Pridi was directly
involved for two reasons. firstly, he said Pridi is
a very clever politician and secondly, he described
Pridi as having a "kind heart”. He said he did not
think he would cause anybody to be murdered. He
remarked, however, that it is possible Nai Pridi had
covered up or destroyed some of the evidence
thinking thereby to protect his present Majesty.
might add that local newspaper speculation
regarding the possible implication of Pridi in this
matter has suggested he may be charged with
suppression or destruction of pertinent evidence.
Madame Phibun, who was also present during our
interview with the Field Marshal, told Dr. Bacon
in a rather emphatic manner that she did not
believe Pridi was in any way involved in the late
King's death.
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