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[CYPHER] FTE’] O DEPARTUENTAL 40, 1o
FROY BANGKOKX TO FOREIGN OFFICE
4r. Thompson, D, 1.05 v.m. 12th June 196
No, 769
12¢h" June 1946 R. 3.06'p,m., 12tk Jtne 1946

Repeated to Singapore. Personsl for Lord Killearm

INFORTANT

DEYOU

TOr SECHRE

~3

Since this is a couniry "where the blindest bluffs
hold good and wildest tales are true" Y feel I shouwld report.
to you the visit pald to me.last night after dianer by a
leading member of the Royal family who arrived inm a British
military car driven by a seunlor British officer whon I know
well, My conversation with thoPrice-lasted alwest two nours
end it will be convenient -1f I record.in my two immedlately
Tollowing paragraphs firstly what he seid end szcondly what
I snswered,

2, His Roysl Eighness told me that there was no
doubt whatever that the late King hed been murdersd, He
hinself had seen the remains and he could assure me that the
‘bullet hud entered the back of the head snd emerged in the °
front. The motive for the crime had been [grp. undec. ? to}
prove once and for all to the Royal family that they must foe
the line. It.was because this was fully realicsed that a
number of hls relations had agreed to allow ihelr pames to
appear in the communiqué indicating that the tragsdy had been
due to sccldent. The new King 'would never be ellowed to atiain
hic [? grps. omitted] politiclans in power bring about a
Republic or even feared that once Britiish troops were. with-
‘drawm there would be & reign of terror. IJ% had been fesr of
British intervention that hed prevented massecrs.of.ths Royal
farily afiecr the coup d'état of 1932, Could British support
te axpected should such a dapger arilse again?

3.. 1 told.Hiz Roysl Highness that intsrnal sffairs,
of Siam were not (repeat not) the concern. of His Majesty's
Government and that he and his relations apd friends would
be guilty of wost dangerous wishful-thinkihg if they
entertained for one moment any idea, whateyer ‘the
clrcumstances, we would take a hard in these mysterious
aftairs. T repeated this several times with the utmost



ardaAulnilnTIdAa1ITIIARG 7.4 @

emphasls, I explained that the independence and also
[grp. undec, ? defence of)] Siam remained to-day as they
always had been of vital interest to Britain. For the
rest we wished to.see an. early recovery of the country
because only through such rscovery could internal order
be restered and inglo~Siamese trade re-sstablished. As
regards our troops they were here for the primary
prupose of ensuring the orderly repatriation of
Japenese, In the event of trpuble -théy would not

(repeat not) tske sides between opposing Siamese factians,

tut would confine themselves to protection.of British
subjects, property and installations, As.regards the
King's death I knew thst a spate of sensationsl and
even terrible rumours were circulating and that ihbe.
political atwospbere had suddenly grown alarmingly
tense. But I could not discuss the varied accusatiors
that were being made., I wonld, however, venturs to
extiend, purely personally, and as an old man with some
experience of the world, a word of advice. This was
that the Royal femily. would do well not (repeat not) to
be carried-awsy by their emotions at a very dangerous
moment. Frankly it secmed to me that certain of his
relations were like the Bourtons; for they forgot
nothing and they learnt nothing. For good or 111 the
country was going forward along a new path of
constitutional development and the impulse could not now
be reversed. ‘There were strong and determined men at
the conirols. A false step on the psrt of the
Opposition might have ihe most serious consequences for
them and if they provoked a crisis 1t would be uscless
to look for.ouiside help,

4. His Roysl Highness eventually left closs to
midnicht in a calmer.and I hope more realistic mood.
He thaniked me warmly for the frankmess with which T
had spoken. T can only hope my words sank in for I do
not doubt that he was sent here by elemsnts who under
the: impact of recent events may be contemplating some
wild ipitietive.

5. 1 have-.shown this telegram to ¢.0.C. and fo
Nr, Thittington. After it has been oyphered by
Mr. Hopkirk I em destroying the -draft, Lord Killeaim
please burn ‘after perusal,

[Vote by Communications Departmant:
"Repetition of missing groups being obtained].

0.T.P.

Q&G
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