














MY CHEQUERED LIFE AND MY TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF EXILE IN PEOPLE'S CHINA

the coast. In such a situation, we were in great difficulty. If we continued on
our route, we would doubtless be arrested by the gunboat. If we went back
towards the north, the gunboat could be suspicious of us and fire on us. In
both cases, we risked being arrested by the gunboat. Fortunately, by a
miracle, a fishing boat came out from the coast in the direction of stakes
where traps were fixed for catching fish. These stakes were situated between
the gunboat and our trawler. Our captain steered our boat in the direction
of the buoys where we made fast while waiting for the arrival of the
fishermen. .

When they arrived, we bought some fish so that the gunboat would be
convinced that we had come solely to do business with the local fishermen.
After this camouflage, we turned our boat northwards to give the appearance
of returning to Bangkok.

In fact, after we had travelled ten kilometres, we stopped at a cutve in the
coast which hid us from the gunboat until 11 p.M. Then we decided to take
the risk of going eastwards onto the high seas, outside Siamese territorial
waters. Fortunately that night the sea was very calm, and when we had gone
sufficiently far, we turned towards the south, and on the following day,
reaching the limit of the Siamese maritime frontier, we turned east [he must
mean west] and entered the territorial waters of British Malaya.

There we followed the eastern coast of Malaya and stopped at an islet for
rest, and then left towards the south. At nightfall there was a storm. We were
obliged to land our trawler near a village on the coast of British Malaya.
Some Malay policemen came to examine our boat and threatened to arrest
us. After we talked with them and gave them a bribe, they allowed us to
remain during the storm. We thought that they would inform against us
despite this, but that there was no risk of being taken during the storm.
Thus even before the storm had completely abated, we left the coast to sail
on the high seas, outside the territorial waters of British Malaya. From there
we continued our route towards the south and at the end of two days
reached the territorial waters of Singapore. As our trip had lasted less than
ten days and our Chinese friends would not yet be at the rendezvous, we
went to the island of Balaik in Indonesia which was under Dutch
administration. This island was a smuggling centre where the Dutch
administration provided facilities for boats of any nationality. We remained
there for two or three days until the delay of ten days was up. From this
island we returned to the port of Singapore to meet our friend. While
approaching the port we were examined by two patrols commanded by the
Malays, but they found nothing abnormal concerning our merchandise.
With cool nerves throughout, our captain anchored our little trawler in the
roads of Singapore, and our Chinese friend from Bangkok met us there to
discuss the plan for our journey to Hong Kong. While waiting, we
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disembarked on the island and were put up at a friend’s house situated near
the police headquarters, without them knowing anything.

Some days later, with the aid of our Chinese friends (non-communist) we
secretly took the steamer for Hong Kong.

I

At Hong Kong, the representative of the Chinese Communist Party sent
Sun, an overseas Chinese, to wish us welcome and to accompany us on our
future voyage up to Pei-ping. Sun is the brother of the former nationalist
officer Liang, to whom the Chinese nationalist government had entrusted
the care of entertaining our missions sent to Chungking during the war, and
who is in fact a communist sympathizer about whom we have spoken in
chapter 4, paragraph 6.

We were put up in an apartment rented by the former Siamese
ambassador Tularaks, where Admiral Thamrong, the former prime minister
of Siam, had taken refuge after the defeat of the rebellion of October 1948.

On the morning of 12 September of the same year [1949], my four
companions and myself embarked on a steamer of three thousand tons
displacement belonging to Chinese merchants but registered under the
formality of an English vessel. So that the steamer would not be seized by
the navy of the Chinese nationalists, the British authorities gave a “port
clearance” indicating that the port of destination for this voyage was Inchon
in South Korea.

Other travellers—Chinese democrats from Hong Kong invited by the
CCP to participate in the consultative political conference of the Chinese
people—gradually embarked on the same steamer.

Some travellers knew how to come to an arrangement with the customs
officers. As for us, believing in the honesty of the British customs and
immigration officers, we had let them search our baggage in our cabin,
thinking that the Hong Kong customs men would not dare to abuse the
situation in front of their British superiors. They scattered our things around
a bit and when they had left the cabin, we ascertained that some rare
medicines which were very expensive at that time and which we had bought
for our stay in China, had disappeared.

The customs men not only stole our precious medicines, they also
threatened to inform the immigration authorities that we were suspected of
being communists and would have to pay them at least five hundred dollars
per person. Sun thus had to contact the representative of the CCP to take
care of them. A Chinese democrat from Hong Kong who travelled on the
same steamer with me told me that there were many cases of corruption by
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the British officials in this colony, especially in the immigration service and
the customs. The money that we would have to pay to these officials was
known as “tea money”. Later when the British government of Hong Kong
established the lottery in the colony, friends who lived there told me it was
well-known in Hong Kong that, if someone won the grand prize in the
lottery, he could sell his winning ticket to the agents of these corrupt officials
for a price higher than the prize itself. For example, if one won the grand
prize of a million dollars, one could sell the ticket for 1,200,000 dollars.
These officials bought the winning tickets to justify the amount of money
which they transferred to England so that the British authorities would not
pursue them for corruption.

Returning to the account of our voyage, before leaving the port of Hong
Kong, some minutes after the payment of the “tea money”, two other
Chinese came on board the steamer. They threatened Sun that they would
denounce him at immigration so that he could not travel further unless he
gave them a sum of money. Sun gave them all the remaining money in his
pockets, but the two gangsters were not satisfied. Sun was obliged to let
them search his clothing, while asking them to leave him a few dollars to
“buy some tea” in the course of the voyage.

v

Another representative from the Chinese Communist Party who was
responsible for our voyage and that of all the Chinese democrats on the
steamer, seeing that the plan for the voyage would run aground if they
continued to load cargo, thus asked the captain of the steamer to leave the
Hong Kong roads as quickly as possible, leaving the remainder of the cargo
for another steamer which would come the following day. It was thus that,
paying no attention to the bad timing, our steamer left the Hong Kong
roads in the afternoon of the same day.

The captain of the steamer specified to us that in the event we were
inspected by a Chinese nationalist ship, we should tell them we were going
to South Korea and not to the part of Chinese territory under the control of
the communists.

When our steamer was outside the territorial waters of Hong Kong, the
captain received a radio communication reporting a big storm. To avoid this
danger, the captain had immediately to steer the steamer between an islet
and the Chinese coast still held by the nationalists. We had to remain there
around twenty-four hours before continuing our voyage.

One fine morning when we had reached the China sea, I observed on the
horizon a black speck having the shape of a naval vessel coming in the
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direction of our steamer. The captain informed all the passengers that they
must hold themselves ready to be inspected by a nationalist naval vessel. As a
result, those who possessed documents or papers which the nationalists
could make use of to suspect that one or other of them was a communist or
simply a sympathizer, had to destroy them immediately, otherwise the owner
of such documents could be arrested and taken to Taiwan. Many passengers
thus burnt their documents in the boiler of the steamer’s engine, but we did
not do the same for we thought that in case of inspection we would show
our Siamese passports while explaining that we were going to Inchon in
South Korea and not to the Chinese territory under communist control.

The warship approached closer and closer to our steamer. When it was
around four hundred metres from us, we observed the British colours
painted on its side. The officer of the warship announced by loudspeaker
that he surveyed this area to protect British commercial shipping and that if
our steamer were intercepted by the nationalist patrols, we should inform
them immediately by long wave so they could come to our aid. Everyone
was relieved. However a Chinese professor from Hong Kong expressed to
me his regrets for having hastily burnt his precious documents including
several volumes of his private journal which he had kept since his youth.

One fine morning, that is to say on 18 September 1949, our steamer
entered into the roads of Tsing-Tao, where communist officials of the port
came on board to welcome all the passengers. After some formalities, our
steamer was moored at the quay. The other Chinese, invited to participate in
the consultative political conference of the Chinese people, rushed to
continue their journey by railway to arrive at Pei-ping in time for the
opening of the conference on 21 September.

We others, on the invitation of comrade Ma (the communist mayor of
Tsing-Tao) prepared ourselves to visit the recently liberated town. He put us
up in a grand hotel of the town.
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APPENDIX I

GLOSSARY

an official territorial unit, subdivision of a province
civilization

a mythical tree whose fruits are everything that

man can desire

the official headman of a tambon

canal

department; also a royal rank (see appendix 3)

monks’ residential quarters in a wat

an official territorial division, larger than a province, often
translated as “circle”, used in the nineteenth and early
twen-tieth centuries

traditional term for a political unit which can range from a
town to a country; an official territorial division later
replaced by province _
the exam certificate given to a graduate of Buddhist
theology

the once and future Buddha, Maitreya, the focus of
utopian and millenarian beliefs

a peasant and bondsman under the sakdina system

village headman

area of measurement equal to 0.16 hectare (0.4 acres)

ratchathinnanam conferred titles often used as names

sakdina

sala
salung
Sangha

sen

literally “power over fields”; the old official
ranking system; the Siamese version of feudalism
a hall, especially in a wat

monetaty unit equal to one quarter of a baht

the Buddhist monkhood
old unit of length equal to forty metres
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sert
tambon

tamlung
dhamma
that
ubosot
upparat

wat
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free

an official territorial division for a group of villages,
sometimes called a “sub-district”

old monetary unit equal to four baht

religion, religious teaching, religious texts

slave

the ordination hall in a war

the King of the Front Palace, the “Second King”; the desig-
nated successor from the late Ayutthaya period until the
Fifth Reign

Buddhist monastery or temple
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280



APPENDIX 3

BRIEF GUIDE TO ROYAL AND OTHER
TITLES APPEARING IN THE TEXT

I. Royal family titles by birth, in descending order

Chaofa
Offspring of king with queen of chaofa or phraongchao rank
Offspring of heir apparent or other chaofz with consort of chaofa or
phraongchao rank
Phraongchao elevated by the king

Phraongchao
Offspring of king, heir apparent, or other chaofa with other consorts
Momchao elevated by the king

Momchao
Offspring of chaofa with non-royal wife
Offspring of phraongchao (by birth) with any wife

Momratchawong
Offspring of phraongchao (by elevation) with any wife
Offspring of momchao with any wife

Momluang
Offspring of momratchawong with any wife

Mom
Former chaofa or phraongchao stripped of higher rank.
Commoner elevated to princely status.

Note: Somdet is a supetlative, rather like “majestic”, often incorporated
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into the first two ranks above as Somdet Chaofa and Somdet Phra.

II. Non-hereditary titles conferred on certain members of royal family
(queens, chaofa, phraongchao) in recognition of individual merit, in
descending order

Krommun
Kromkhun
Kromluang
Kromphra
Kromphraya

III. Non-hereditary titles conferred on male commoners, momratchawong,
and momluang in government service, in descending order

Somdet Chaophraya
Chaophraya

Phraya

Phra

Luang

Khun

Mun, Chamun, Chaomun
Phan

Thanai

IV. Other titles mentioned in the text

Chaokhun: honorific for officials of chaophraya and phraya rank
Chaochom: consorts (of king or heir apparent) who were commoners
Mom (for female): commoner wives of chaofa, phraongchao, or momchao
princes

Thanphuying: principal wife of somdetchaophraya or chaophraya
Khunying. principal wife of phraya

Nai: adult commoner male over fifteen years

Nang: married or once-married adult commoner female over fifteen years
Nangsao: never-married adult commoner female over fifteen years

[Note: This appendix is condensed and adapted from the appendix by Thadeus and
Chadin Flood in their translations of The Dynastic Chronicles Bangkok Era: The First
Reign by Chaophraya Thiphakorawong, Tokyo, Centre for East Asian Cultural Studies,
1978-80; and The Dynastic Chronicles Bangkok Era: The Fourth Reign by Chaophraya
Thiphakorawong, Tokyo, Centre for East Asian Cultural Studies, 1965-74.]
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS MENTIONED
IN TEXTS

NATIONAL EVENTS PRIDI

1885
8Jan  Petition to King Chulalongkorn on
constitution

11 May Born in Ayutthaya

May  Becomes barrister
Au Leaves to study in France

1910
23 Oct Death of King Chulalongkorn.
King Vajiravudh succeeds.
26 Oct  Supreme Council of State formed

1925
26 Nov Death of King Vajiravudh.
King Prajadhipok succeeds.

1927
30 Nov First meeting of Committee of Privy
Council
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NATIONAL EVENTS PRIDI

i
|

16 Nov Marries Phoonsuk na Pombejra
1931
Oct King returns from visit to USA

12 Apr  Leaves for France

29 Sep  Returns to Siam

1933
30 Mar Assembly debate on Economic Plan
1 Apr  Assembly prorogued

2 Apr  Anti-communist law promulgated
20 Jun “Second coup” (Phahon)

13-27 Oct Boworadej rebellion

Nov—Dec First elections

14 Mar Act founding Thammasat University
21 Mar Becomes minister of the interior

1935
2 Mar  King Prajadhipok abdicates

9 Aug  Becomes minister of foreign affairs
13 Nov New treaty signed with US (12
others follow)

1938
12 Dec  Elections
16 Dec Phibun becomes prime minister

29 Mar Tax reform and revenue code passed

' 29 Sep  National banking bureau bill passed

1940
19 Sep  Provisional clauses extended

6 Dec  Removed from cabinet, made a
regent
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NATIONAL EVENTS PRIDI

26 Jul  Phibun resigns as prime minister
1 Aug  Khuang becomes prime minister

8 Dec  Awarded title of “senior statesman”

by king

1946
1 Jan  Peace agreement signed with Allies
6Jan  Elections. Khuang becomes prime
minister.

5 April Democrat party formed. Kukrit
merges Prog. Party.

9 May Constitution (Pridi’s)

9 Jun  Death of King Rama VIII

People’s Party dissolves itself

Returns to Thailand
House attacked. Hides at Sattahip
naval base.

Escapes to Singapore

1948
29 Jan  Elections. Khuang becomes prime
minister
6 Apr  Coup against Khuang
8 Apr  Phibun becomes prime minister
1 Oct 1 October Rebellion

Jan Returns secretly to Thailand

6 Aug  Escapes to Singapore
21 Sep  Arrives in China
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1952
26 Feb Constitution (1932 revised)
Nov The “Peace Revolt”

20 Oct  Sarit’s second coup
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8 Dec  Death of Sarit. Thanom succeeds.
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10 Feb Elections

8 May Arrives in Paris
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17 Nov Thanom coup against own
government
15 Dec Constitution

—
o
~
S

January Formation of Legislative Assembly
5 Oct 1974 constitution approved
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