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888 SIXTEENTH s}a(cr, N ow,
I I N\ E wAJHINGTOWN, D.C. 20008
THE WERMLY WEWSKAGAZINE EOITORIAL QFFICES
202-203-4300

16 November 1971

Dy« Pridi Banomyong
173 Avenue Aristide Briand
Antony, France

Dear Dr. Pridi:

It was a great pleasure to meet with you at your home during my
recent visit to France. I certainly appreciate the opportumity to
discuss with you your experiences, world view and the poasibility
of publishing them in LIFE Magazine,

I was fascinated to see the outline and beginning work for your
biography and loock forwerd to your completition of this
important , historic work.

I have discussed with Mr. Milton Orshefsky, LIFE Magazine's Paris
Buresu Chief, our conversation and he will contact you.

As a longtime student of Thailand and your efforts to bring
peace and progress to your country I found our meeting most
stimulating and hope that we can continue meeting from time to
time.

Thank you for your kind hospitality.

Sipcerely yours,
errold L. S ter
White House Correspondent
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RO2O1/71~13145

Mewiarandina Prepared in the Division of Southwest Pacifio Affairs

Waswinaron, January 13, 1945,
MEMORANDUM FOR THI PRESIDENT

(for possible use in dicenssion with Mr. |
Clorehill and Marshal Stalin)

Subject: Future Status of Thailand.

Buiti

S

ish paliries towards Thailaxd are divergent from ours. The
b regrard Thailand as an eneny and it is their view:

Tle his-
tory of Furopean pressure on Thailand and of European aequisition
ef territory in Southeast Asia is vivid in Asiatic mewmories. This
Governsuent cannot afford to shave responsibility in any way for a
conlinuunee towards Thailand of prewar imperiali=m in any guise.

Within Thailand, the adininistration which first vielded to Jupan
and wlich was noteriously collaboratiomist has been replaced by an
adminj-ication largely controlled by I'radist, present Regent, most
Yespected of Thai leaders and opponent of Jupan from the Arst.
American contact hus been established with Pradist who is actively
aiding Alljed infellizence worle and who has expressed his desire that
Thailand enter the war aeainst Jupan and that the Thai avmy fiche by
the side of the Allies.

It ig the view of the Department that an effort should be made to
Persuade the British to alter their plans so that they are not incon-

“tent with our own. 1t is believed that if Thailand joins in the war

AaQaing: Japan she thould he treated as a Viberated country and her
Goveriument be recognized, at leas! provisionally.  Although theve

Attached ‘= a brief memorandum regarding the Regent Pradist
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THAILAND

INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES IN QUESTION
OF RECOGNIZING A FREE THAI MOVEMENT

892.01/32
The Secretary of State to the Deputy Director of the Office of

Strategic Services ( Goolfellow)
Washington, August 26, 1943.

My Dear Colonel Goodfellow: In reply to your oral inquiry of
August 4 relating to possible American operations conducted in
connection witha I'ree Thai Movewent, the position of the Department
of State is as {ollows:

The Government of the United States looks forward to the
reestablishment of Thailand’s independence as quickly as possible.
Available informatien indicates that there remain in the present
Thai Government a number of offiicials who opposed the capitulation
of that Government to Japanese pressure. It is understood that
Tuang Pradist Manudharm (know aleo ag Nai Pridi Bhanomyong ),
a member of the Council of Regents, is one of these officials and
that he has participated prominently in a secret movement +which
aims to restore the Government as it was constituted prior to the

Japanese invasion.



wo

In thelight of this understanding Luang Pradist Manudharm
i presumed by the Government of the United States to represent
a continuity in the Government of Thailand as it was constituted
prior to the defection of the Thai Prime Minister *to the Japanese a$
the time of the AJapanese invasion and to be one of the outstanding
leaders in the movement for Thai independence. Accordingly, uniil
this Government has indications te the contrary from the Thai people,
it feels warranted, without in any way committing itself in respect

to the future, in regarding Luang Pradist as one of the leading

representatives in Thailund of the Thai nation.

( Signed) Cordell Hull

*
Field Marshal Laung Pibul Songgram
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