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Abstract

The objective of this book is to study the problems of the
Karen Nation or the Karen National Union (KNU) under the
command of General Bo Mya. This will be a study of the period
between 1988-1995 which the State Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) government was under the command of General
Saw Maung and General Than Swe. This study is using the linkage
theory : the reactive process of James N. Rosenau as the framework
for analysis.

The study reveals that problems concerning the Karen
national and other minorities in the Union of Burma originated from
the fact that the SLORC did not allow these various groups to have
self-autonomy under the conditions laid down in the Attlee-Aung
San Agreement of January 28, 1945. The minority groups then took
up arms against the SLORC because there was no other solution.
The long civil war in the Union of Burma from 1948-1994 has not
yet ended. The minority groups have not been able to force the
SLORC to end the war, nor can the SLORC destroy the minority
groups completely.

The SLORC outlined a strategy that made the KNU its first
and foremost enemy which must be destroyed completely, because

the KNU has higher military potential than other minority groups



Iv

and it is the centre of the Democratic Alliance of Burma (DAB).
The Burmese military is unable to destroy the KNU camps which
are situated on the bank of the Moei river near the Thai border,
because of the Thai government’s “buffer state” policy and the
illegal arms trading on the Thai border by influential private Thai
companies which have been exchanging some arms with national
resources, such as teak, minerals and gems originating from the
Karen State. Furthermore, the Karen State is a part of the growth
quadrangle which consist of Thailand, the People’s Republic of
China, the Union of Burma, and Laos. Therefore investments in the
Union of Burma by both Thai public and private sectors and/or the
co-operation between Thailand and the Union at the present time
and in the future are related to the Karen State. The KNU, playing
an important role in the co-operation and conflicts for both the Thais
and the Burmese, created various problems. This role thus had some
bearings over the Thai-Burmese relations because it can be an
excellent indicator for the degree of relations between these two

countries in this decade.
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war
war
civil war
a war between brothers
one of the least developed countries in the world
military dictatorship government
an unfair and injust system
they do not solve their political problems
and who are the persons most guilty?
for the good our country and people,
we must kick out from the world
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NOINNISOaRAINNI (9.71.1993-1994)

Navy : 12,000-15,000 (incl 800 Naval Infantry)
Bases : Bassein, Mergui, Moulmein, Seikky, Rangoon
(Monkey Point), Sittwe
Patrol and Coastal Combatants : 60
Corvettes : 2
1 Yan Taing Aung (US PCE-827)
1 Yan Gyi Aung (US Admirable MSF)
Patrol : 58
Coastal : 11 : 2 Nawarat, 3 Indaw (Dk Osprey)
(fishery protection), 6 Yan Sit Aung (Ch Hainan)
Inshore : 18 : 10 US PGM-401/412, 2 imp Yug
Y-301 PCI, 3 Yug PFL.,
(3 US Swift PGM (fishery protection)
Riverine : 29 : 10 Yug Y-301, 19 (and some 25 boats)
Amphibious : 5
5 Aiyar Lulin LCT plus craft : 10 LCM.

Support : 4 : 1 coastal tpt, 2 AGHS, 1 PC spt.
Naval Infantry : 800 : 1 bn.

Army 1 265,000

Air Force : 9,000

" The Military Balance 1992-1993. (Published by Brassey’s for The
International Institute for Strategic Studies 23 Tavistock Street : London WC2E
7NQ), p.134.
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Fousim Fovstin
Thai Teakwood Suwanee Industrial Co.
B & F Enterprise Sridenchai-Supnanburi Ltd.
Thai Sawad EM.T.

Pathum Thani Sawmills N & N Co Ltd.

Thai Pong Sri-thanasarn

Union Par Co. Khon Thong Co.

Sirin Technology Thip-thara

Santi Forestry Tanakit

Mae Sod Forestry Phiboon Wattana Ltd. Part.
Mae Moei Forestry Ranong Victoria Poing Co.
Sila International Chakepanya Co., Ltd.
Muang Pana Southwest IMEX Co.

Pathumthani Tangkakarn Chaopraya & Irrawaddy

Choon Sin International

i Burma Rights Movement for Action (B.U.R.M.A.) PO. Box 1076, Silom

Post Office Bangkok 10504, Thailand.
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