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Abstract

The Malacca Straits has been significant communication
route connecting the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. Trade
vessels and war ships of various countries have been using this
passage for it is the short cut between the said two oceans so that
they can reduce transportation costs for those who use the Straits.
As a consequence, the Malacca Straits has become a remarkable
strategic point. Those who pertain benefits from this Straits, both
in economic and military point of view, have to maintain the status
of the Malacca Straits as a liberal zone where they can pass with
ease, or keep it in the most favourable condition to their countries.

The study on “The Malacca Straits and the Security of
Indonesia and Malaysia” aims at the claim over the Malacca Straits
by Indonesia and Malaysia. There are two main points of the study.
Firstly, the study emphasizes on geographic importance of the Straits
especially in the international trade aspect. It leads to a number of
problems such as sailing traffic which becomes more dense, safety,
pollution and threat from pirates. These are the direct causes of
economic lost.

The other point that this study aims at is the strategic state

of the Malacca Straits. It was the consequence of the withdrawal of



(59)

the British from the eastern bank of the Suez Canal since 1968. The
United States and the Soviet Union replaced the British in the area.
The United States and the Soviet Union had been competitors both
in the Suez Canal and the Indian Ocean. The two countries had been
using the Malacca Straits as the passage to the Indian Ocean. It,
therefore, was a threat on national security to both Indonesia and
Malaysia. As a consequence, both Indonesia and Malaysia have
attempted to lay a claim to the Malacca Straits. However, the
beneficiary countries such as the United States, the Soviet Union,
and Japan protest to the attempt for they would prefer to maintain
the Malacca Straits as a liberalized zone.

After the Cold War was ended at the end of the 1980s,
conflicts among superpowers seemed to decrease. The temperature
of confrontations in this area has dropped to a certain extent. There
has been an atmosphere of cooperation in the region which is mainly
on economic cooperation. This “cooperation” has become compe-
tition later. The economic factor brings in more traffic to the area
especially for trading purpose. Thus, political pressure on Indonesia
and Malaysia has turned into economic threat because of the
geographic limitation of the Malacca Straits.

Nevertheless, the claim of Indonesia and Malaysia over the
Malacca Straits is protected by the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, 1982. The Convention, though not being

enforced yet, is effective under the custom law on the right to use
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the Straits as a liberalized passage which has been recognized by

international practice.
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murnedaresnavnzazm Ll a.a.1977

Fishermen (No.) Production (‘000 tonnes)
Province Total Full-time Part-time Part-time Total Fishes Crusta- Molluscs Others
(Major)  (Minor) ceans
Aceh 16,924 13,561 3,180 183 246 182 64 - -
North Sumatra 30,014 25812 4,085 117 HLT 642 139 33.0 -
Riau 32,027 24,885 4,599 2,543 1293 795 478 1.9 -
Total 78,965 64,258 11,864 2,843 265.0 1619 681 349 -
National Total 815,947 436416 292,720 87811 1,157.7 976.7 129.0 459 2.1
Percentage of 9.7 14.7 4.1 32 229 166 5238 760 0.0

National Total

A ° v ¢% do g v w
MIen 2.2 llﬁﬂ\iﬂ']u?u‘]n)ﬂizuqLla3ﬁﬂ'Ju']“ﬂﬂvlﬂ‘lu‘ﬂdﬂ)ﬂ‘“ﬂ\iﬂ'lvﬂ’!“5

wong 1l a.a.1976

Province Fishermen Production
(number) (‘000 tonnes)

Marine fish Prawns
Perlis 1,676 9.9 0.7
Kedah 8,968 51.9 5.4
Penang 5,850 17.1 5.7
Perak 14,458 108.6 16.9
Selangor 6,855 91.7 12.2
Negri Sembilan 475 0.5 -
Malacca 1,574 1.3 -
West Johore 7,901 13.6 27
Total 47,757 2949 43.6
Total for Peninsular 73,536 411.0 47.7

Malaysia

Percentage of Total 64.9 717 | 91.4

in Peninsular Malaysia

Source : Chia Lin Sien, ed., Southeast Asian Seas : Frontiers for Development

(Singapore : Mc Graw-Hill, 1981), p. 248-249.
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Miscellaneous 404  11.2 271 6.7 469 119 415 98 446 104
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Total 3,623 100.0 4,019 100.0 3,940 100.0 4,213 100.0 4,306 100.0
No./day 129.4 143.5 140.7 150.5 153.8

Source : Chia Lin Sien, ed., Southeast Asian Seas : Frontiers for Development

(Singapore : Mc Graw-Hill, 1981), p. 255.
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Others
Tankers Freighters,| Unknown | Total
etc.
200,000 dwt| 100,000- 99,000 dwt |Unknown
and above |200,000 dwt|and below|
Collisions 5 6 18 3 14 9 55
(no. of ships
involved)
Groundings 6 2 2 - 1 - 11
and grazings
Others (fire, - 1 - - 4 - 5
weather, etc.)
Total 11 9 20 3 19 9 71

Source : Finn, Oil Pollution from Tankers in the Straits of Malacca : A Policy

and Legal Analysis, p. 15.
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Source 1960 1976 1980 1990

Domestic (conventional) 8.2 10.3 10.0 11.8

Domestic (synthetic)

Oil shade - - - 0.5
Coal - - - 0.2
Imports 1.8 8.0 10.5 12.2
Total 10.0 18.3 20.5 24.7

Source : Monoranjan Bezboruah, U.S. Strategy in the Indian Ocean (New York

: Praeger Publishers, 1977), p. 37, 44.
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TuySnaumaunsdutie
Q

Mineral Percent Imported
Manganese 100
Cobalt 98
Titanium 97
Chromium 91
Aluminum 88
Tantalum 88
Platinum group 86
Tin 86
Fluorine 86
Nickel 80
Tungsten 60
Germanium indium 60
Beryllium 50
Zirconium 50
Barium 40
Iron 23
Lead 21
Copper 18

Source : Monoranjan Bezboruah, U.S. Strategy in the Indian Ocean (New York

: Praeger Publishers, 1977), p. 37, 44.
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warin (sndudddduazueninla)
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atldy 42 5 +37
fitly 41 26 +15
uniily 38 7 +31
usslnan 36 90 +54
woladly 26 61 -35
gium 7 47 -36
Yszinddu 9 183 287 -104
FiPRY 1,607 1,212 +395
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amuvetanigetimlumadssimaszningg n.a.1967-1970

1967 1968 1969 1970
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1969 1970
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1,763
453
339
2,982
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172
438
163
864
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245
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538
408
3,475
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1972 1973

Country Exports Imports Exports Imports
Afghanistan 46.1 37.3 455 © 464
Bangladesh 10.6 9.4 58.7 13.2
Burma 4.7 3.3 2.6 0.7
Egypt 3220 299.6 374.2 356.3
Ethiopia 1.9 25 22 3.0
India 167.6 185.6 300.8 494.1
Indonesia 32 82 3.6 5.7
Iran 115.6 162.1 185.4 185.9
Iraq 109.0 74.5 191.0 257.3
Kenya 0.8 0.8 0.3 -

Kuwait 17.5 - 10.7 -

Malagasy Republic - 1.4 - 0.4
Malaysia 1.2 70.7 1.2 130.5
Mauritius NR NR NR NR
Mozambique NR NR NR NR
Nepal 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.4
Pakistan 21.2 22.6 17.0 321
Saudi Arabia 5.4 - 3.9 -

Singapore 53 5.6 8.6 4.3
Somalia 14.2 3.5 15.5 1.5
South Yemen 7.9  Negligible 15.5 0.1
Sudan 20.7 1.3 34 -

Tanzania 0.7 1.0 0.8 3.4
Thailand 34 39 2.8 32

Source : Monoranjan Bezboruah, U.S. Strategy in the Indian Ocean (New York

: Praeger Publishers, 1977), p. 133.
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Economic Military
Country (1954-1974) (1955-1974)

Afghanistan 826 490
Bangladesh 241 35

Burma 16 n.a.
Egypt n.a. 3,450
Ethiopia 103 n.a.
India 1,943 1,400
Indonesia 114 1,095
Iran 750 850
Iraq 549 1,600
Kenya 48 n.a.
Kuwait n.a. n.a.
Malagasy Republic n.a. n.a.
Malaysia n.a. n.a.
Mauritius n.a. n.a.
Mozambique n.a. n.a.
Nepal 20 n.a.
Pakistan 652 60

Saudi Arabia n.a. n.a.
Singapore n.a. n.a.
Somalia 90 115

South Yemen 15 80

Yemen (Sana) 98 80

Sudan 64 65

Tanzania 20 5

Thailand n.a. n.a.

Source : Monoranjan Bezboruah, U.S. Strategy in the Indian Ocean (New York :

Praeger Publishers, 1977), p. 134.
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Year U.S. USSR
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1970 135 18
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1972 161 35
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1974 18 206
1975 108 113
1976 132 n.a.

Source : Monoranjan Bezboruah, U.S. Strategy in the Indian Ocean

(New York : Praeger Publishers, 1977), p. 97.
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SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT PRESS STATEMENT

The Governments of the Republic of Indonesia, Malaysia and the Republic
of Singapore held consultations with a view to adopting a common position on

matters relating to the Straits of Malacca and Singapore.

Consultations between the Governments of the Republic of Indonesia and
the Republic of Singapore were held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore
on 8 October, 1971 and attended by the Minister of Communications, H.E. Frans
Seda and the Indonesian Ambassador to Singapore, H.E. Major General Soenarso,
representing Indonesia while Singapore was represented by the Minister for
Communication, Mr. Yong Nyuk Lin, the Minister of Defence, Dr. Goh Keng Swee
and the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. E-W. Barker.

Consultations between the Government of the Republic of Indonesia and
the Government of Malaysia were held at the Attorney General’s Chambers, Kuala
Lumpur on 14 October 1971 and attended by the Minister of Communications,
H.E. Frans Seda, the Indonesian Ambassador to Malaysia, H.E. Tan Sri Major
General H.A. Thalib, PMN and the Indonesian Ambassador to Singapore, H.E.
Major General Soenarso representing Indonesia, while Malaysia was represented
by the Attorney-General, the Honorable Tan Sri Haji Abdul Kadir bin Yusof and
the Deputy Secretary-General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Zainal Abidin bin
Sulong.
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The results of the abovementioned consultations were as follows :

the three governments agreed that the safety of navigation in the Straits
of Malacca and Singapore is the responsibility of the coastal States
concerned;

the three governments agreed on the need for a tripartite cooperation on
the safety of navigation in the two straits;

the three governments agreed that a body for cooperation to coordinate
efforts for the safety of navigation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore
be established as soon as possible and that such body should be composed
of only the three coastal States concerned;

the three governments also agreed that the problem of the safety of
navigation and the question of internationalisation of the straits are two
separate issues;

the Governments of the Republic of Indonesia and Malaysia agreed that
the Straits of Malacca and Singapore are not international Straits, while
fully recognising their use for international shipping in accordance with
the principle of innocent passage. The Government of Singapore takes note
of the position of the Governments of the Republic of Indonesia and of
Malaysia on this point;

on the basis of this understanding, the three governments approved the

continuation of the hydrographic survey.
Announced simultaneously in Djakarta, Kuala Lumpur and Singapore on
Tuesday, 16th November 1971 at 1200 hours Western Indonesian Time and

at 1230 hours Malaysian and Singapore Time.

Date : 16th November, 1971
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AGREEMENT ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION IN
THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE

The Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, Malaysia
and the Republic of Singapore;

RECALLING the decision of the three countries as reflected in the Joint
Statement of 16 November, 1971 inter alia, that the safety of navigation in the Straits
of Malacca and Singapore is the responsibility of the three coastal States;

REAFFIRMING their determination to further promote the existing
tripartite co-operation on enhancing safety of navigation and promoting close co-
operation and co-ordination on anti-pollution policy and measures in the Straits
of Malacca and Singapore;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the results of various Tripartite
Consultations since 1971,

HAVE AGREED TO ADOPT

The recommendations contained in the Report of the Senior Officials

Meeting held in Jakarta from 20 to 21 December, 1976 and accordingly

instruct their Senior Officials and Technical Experts Group to implement

the recommendations.
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DONE in Manila, this 24th day of February in the year One Thousand Nine
Hundred and Seventy Seven.
For the Government of the
Republic of Indonesia,
ADAM MALIK

Minister for Foreign Affairs

For the Government of Malaysia,
TANGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN

Minister of Foreign Affairs

For the Government of the
Republic of Singapore,
S. RAJARATNAM

Minister for Foreign Affairs
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING ON SAFETY
OF NAVIGATION IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE

Manila, Philippines, 23 February 1977

1. The Meeting of the Senior Officials of Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and
Singapore was held at the Indonesian Embassy in Manila on 23
February 1977.

2. The Meeting was attended by the Delegations of Indonesia, Malaysia
and Singapore. The list of Delegates appears as Annex A. Rear
Admiral Harjono Nimpuno, Leader of the Indonesian Delegation, was
unanimously elected Chairman of the Meeting.

3. The Meeting adopted the final texts of the following documents :
(i) Agreement on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and

Singapore, which appears as Annex B (see Appendix 1, ante).

(ii) Joint Statement on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca
and Singapore, which appears as Annex C (see post).

(ii1) Guidelines for Senior Officials and Technical Experts Group on
Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore,
which appears as Annex D (see post).

(iv) Record of the Meeting of Foreign Minister of Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of
Malacca and Singapore, which appears as Annex E (not

reproducted).
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4. The Meeting was held in cordial atmosphere and in the spirit of mutual

understanding and cooperation.

Dated this 23rd day of February 1977.

For Indonesian Delegation,

(Sgd. REAR ADMIRAL HARJONO NIMPUNO)

For Malaysian Delegation,

(Sgd. N. PARAMESWARAN)

For Singapore Delegation,
(Sgd. TAN BOON SENG)
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JOINT STATEMENT ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION
IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE

The Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore was held in Manila on 24 February, 1977, to consider measures to
enhance safety of navigation and to promote close co-operation and coordination

on anti-pollution policy and measures in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore.

H.E. Adam Malik, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia, Y.B.M.
Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia and H.E. S.

Rajaratnam, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore, attended the Meeting.

The Foreign Ministers considered and reviewed the Report of the Senior
Officials Meeting held in Jakarta from 20 to 21 December, 1976 and signed the
Agreement on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore
adopting the following recommendations :

(i) Vessels maintain a single Under Keel Clearance (UKC) of at least 3.5

metres at all times during the entire passage through the Straits of
Malacca and Singapore and that they also take all necessary safety
precautions especially when navigating through the critical areas.

(i) The delineation of the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) in three

specified critical areas of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, namely
in the One Fathom Bank area, the Main Strait and Philip Channel, and

off Horsburgh Lighthouse.
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(iii) Deep draught vessels, namely, vessels having draughts of 15 metres
and above, are required to pass through the designated Deep Water
Route (DWR) in the Straits of Singapore up to Buffalo Rock and are
recommended to navigate in the specified route from Buffalo Rock up
to Batu Berhanti area. Other vessels are recommended not to enter the
DWR except in an emergency.

(iv) Navigational aids and facilities be improved for the effective and
efficient implementation of the TSS.

(v) The existing voluntary reporting procedure and mechanism for large
vessels be maintained.

(vi) The principle of voluntary pilotage through the critical areas in the
Strait of Singapore be applied.

(vii)VLCCs and deep draught vessels are advised to navigate at a speed
of not more than 12 knots during their passage through critical areas,
and that no overtaking be allowed in the DWR.

(viii) Charts and current and tidal data be improved.

(ix) Rule 10 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions At
Sea, 1972, be applied as far as practicable within the TSS.

(x) The implementation of the TSS should not pose a financial burden on
the coastal States and the necessary funds be obtained from users.

(xi) A joint policy to deal with marine pollution be formulated.

(xii)All tankers and large vessels navigating through the Straits of Malacca
and Singapore be adequately covered by insurance and compensation

schemes.

The Foreign Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore expressed
their appreciation to the Government of the Republic of the Philippines for having

provided the facilities for their meeting in Manila.
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GUIDELINES FOR SENIOR OFFICIALS AND TECHNICAL

EXPERTS GROUP ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION IN
THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE

The Foreign Ministers to Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore met in Manila

on 24 February, 1977 and set the following guidelines to enhance safety of

navigation and to promote close cooperation and coordination on anti-pollution

policy and measures in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore :

1

2

3)

4

)

6

To work out jointly the procedure and the modality for voluntary
utilization of pilotage services of the respective countries.

To expedite the conclusion of joint projects on common datum chart
and currents and tides observations.

To study the financial sources that could be tapped for funding the
implementation of the TSS.

To formulate a joint policy to deal with marine pollution, especially
by coordination their resources, manpower and technology.

To devise ways to expedite adequate compensation for any damage
caused by oil pollution either through TOVALOP and CRISTAL
arrangements or through other insurance andicompensation schemes,
including the possibility of ratifying the International Convention on
Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage, 1969 and the International
Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for
Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage, 1971.

To study the need and possibility of creating a “revolving” fund for

anti-pollution activities.
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(7) To initiate consultation with IMCO on the TSS at the earliest possible
date.

(8) To initiate consultation with the users of the Straits.

(9) To continue to cooperate in various fields relating to the Straits of

Malacca and Singapore.
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RECORD OF THE MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTERS OF
INDONESIA, MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE ON SAFETY OF
NAVIGATION IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE

The Foreign Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore met in Manila
on 24 February, 1977 and concluded the following matters :

(1) The signing of the Agreement on Safety of Navigation in the Straits
of Malacca and Singapore ;

(2) The approval of the Joint Statement on Safety of Navigation in the
Straits of Malacca and Singapore ; and

(3) The adoption of the Guidelines for Senior Officials and Technical
Experts Group on Safety of Navigation in the Straits of Malacca and

Singapore.

Manila, 24 February 1977
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