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Abstract

This is a comparative study of the relationship of the Northern
and the Southern vassal states with the Siamese government in the
reign of King Chulalongkorn, a critical period in the history of the
Siamese administration of these two vassal states when the
“Thesaphiban system” was introduced in order to centralize
provincial administration to these vassal states.

The study aims at pointing out the forces which called for the
administrative reform of the regions : both internal problem which
originated from the traditional government and external problems
threatened by western imperialism. The book deals with the
relationship between the central government and the regional
government with particular reference to the reign of King
Chulalongkorn. It examines traditional administration of the regions
and its obstacles which gradually showed up and become so critical
from the year 1882 onwards.

The book not only concerns the process of reform, the
reactions of the former governors in the northern vassal state or the
Malay Rajahs in the southern vassal state whose power was limited
but also British interest in the regions.

Lastly, the book describes the administrative pattern as

“Monthon Payab” of the northern vassal state as well as the reform



(54)

of Patani along the same lines. The reasons that led Siam to transfer
the suzerainty the four Malay states : Kedah, Kelantan, Trengganu
and Perlis to Great Britain in return for the abolition of the
extraterritoriality over British subjects, the termination of the Anglo-
Siamese Secret Convention of 1897 and a Britain loan to Siam for

the construction of the Southern railways.
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