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Abstract

Sipsongpanna, a principality which was a native land of the
people of Tai Lu, located between China and Burma. The Mekhong
River devided this principality into two parts : 6 pannas on the west
and another 6 pannas on the east. Aside from héving rich land for
growing the best kind of tea which was called in the 19th century
the Puerh Tea, Sipsongpanna maintained its strategic position as an
essential route for trading between Yunnan and Lanna Thai and other
centers of trading in the south Shan State such as Keng Tung.
Because this principality had twelve administrative zones for which
each was called “Panna”, the whole land was then called
Sipsongpanna or the Twelve Zones - a unique form of government
for a traditional state.

This book was aimed at studying the disintegration of a
traditional state of Sipsongpanna by the end of the 19th century. The
area of study covered the impact of the British and French’s
influence in expanding their arms on trade and politics on tradition
a unique type of relations of Sipsongpanna to its neighboring states,
and to study the traditions followed by each “Panna”.

Results of the study revealed that the disintegration of

Sipsongpanna’s traditional states resulted from the competition on



(5H

traded and political interference of the British and French powers
in the southwest region of China. The intrusion of China to occupy
Sipsongpanna was also the cause of its disintegration.

The traditional stage of Sipsongpanna was the state where
“Saenwifa” or “Chao-pan-din” was the ruler. Twelve divisions or
administrative zones were divided. Each zone which was called
“Panna” had its independent political, social and economic infra-
structures, but they were loosely organized under the rule of
Saenwifa or “Chao-pan-din” inherited from Phya Joeng, and there
cognition from both Chian and Burma. This was a unique type of
traditional state of Sipsongpanna.

Since the British and French powers had expanded their arms
and intrusion on traders and political matters, especially over the
inland route to connect with China in Yunnan, Sipsongpanna began

to decline and its traditional states were then disintegrated.
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