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MAN AND NATURE

(มนุษย์กับธรรมชาติ)
Prof.Rapee Sagarik

………………………………………………………………………....


Nature has dictated that all things change in cycles. The processes of nature have touched all living things without exception. These include all human beings as well. And these processes are dictated by the law of cause and effects.


All life forms that are found in nature can be classified into two branches, the animal life and plant life. But both amazing depend on the same soil as a common base for their existence.

And it is interesting to observe in order that both animals and plants must depend on one another in order to survive and propagate into the future.


As part of the animal world human be the final stage of their evolution. And although human being and plants are so dissimilar a basic set of interrelationships of cause and effects exists between them.


Any tree, whether large or small, or belonging to whatever genus is a living entity anchored into the earth. Nature had endowed it with a massive upper part with branches, large and small, multiplying continually, and with freedom to produce flowers and fruits. The lower part has roots dug deep into the earth which play the role of base and support for the upper part which allows the tree to remain sturdy.

On the other hand human being are life forms which have mobility. And each also has a heart and soul as base or support. Human beings also have a thinking process dictated by their hearts and souls. They also have a way of using their talents as individuals for their benefit and their survival among their peers but with an interrelationship liked to the plant world non-living things to ensure mutual security.


Human beings should have a duty to learn from nature. But nature invariably assigns dual meaning to things. Externally one meaning is the relationship between human beings and other life forms which comprise a diversity of plant life as well as other things. Internally the other meaning is the nature self which exists at the base of everyone’s heart.

With age and experience human being should have a heart that has  experienced  deep awareness of things, and form which can emanate feeling of goodness, starting form things close to oneself and extending toward the external in a nature manner. Therefor feeling of goodness toward our fellow human beings can be extended to plants and other life forms with full awareness.


The goals and aspirations of every human beings, which should be of great importance for everyone, ought to be the knowledge of nature, a nature which forms the base of one’s heart. Then through learning from observations of the cycles of lives of other living things into one’ heart one never ceases to be wiser.

As a first priority one ought to make use of the diversity existing amongst our fellow human beings as teacher. One can then extend the learning process by considering other life forms in a mutual extension.


Everyone’s work environment which allows anyone to interact with both living things and non-living things creates opportunities for everyone to be faced with issues and problems. One should look upon these as life’s experiences which can enable the study of nature in very subtle ways, with the result that human beings may subsequently interact with nature with a well balanced sense of responsibility.
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