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Semi-structured Interviewing of Key Informants:

Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Interviewer: Chaluaywan (Ch)

Key Informant: Ki

“What’s your New Zealand national core value?”
“Egalitarian. We aren’t as classy as some country. As a
New Zealander you can get a job anywhere, unlike in
London that some jobs only advertise for people who went
to public school.

“Do you respect other people’s abilities, not just what you see
on the paper?”

“It’s still going on now in England.” “What about in your
country on social status? And can people are easily moved in
between?”

“I can feel it but not very strong sense of class. In Thailand
people classify through education, economic status.”

“We were brought up not to respect people on just what they

have.”

* FIRg A INTINYININEEY 919198a8 1875300 Ty, beex.
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Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Ch:

Ch:

Ch:

“More human to human.”

“We have to realize people are just the same. I was going to
school with people who didn’t have shoes. What the
difference we see in these day is when both parents are
working, children are in childcare. People have been to fast
food, not sitting down on around table and talk or watching
television as well. Some people are never sitting around a
table to eat but instead in front of TV.”

“Instead of listening to each other, we listen to someone
else!”

“In my family, we are always have one meal at least together,
lots of people don’t do this anymore.”

“Is it globalization, or more individualistic?”

“More individual, it'’s hard now to sit down for a meal.”

“T used to visit one New Zealand family who was a farmer.
They had ten children, all of them used to sit down together
and enjoy lots of things to talk about. But in my second visit,
it was not like that anymore. When I asked the parents about
their kids, they would say this one busy doing this and that
or the other one has gone somewhere. It’s a pattern that we
do go and see our family, may be every Friday. I'll go and
see my mother.

“Do you still see your mother?”

“I had but my kid wouldn’t.”
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Ch:

Ch:

“In that situation I hope your children will come and see you.
They do come home to see you on the weekend, or keeping
contact.”
“Because that is the pattern I find out that if you do that, then
your youngster will follow that pattern. Just like when my
dad took care of my grandpa. He would take him home and
nursing him. So when my dad and mom were old we just
carry on and do what we used to see. That another form of
how you raise your kid, not just tell them how to do so. It’s
non-verbal. Is it the same with you?”
“Yes, we look after our grandparent. But it is different in my
situation. Because my mother have been out for years, so she
doesn’t know us so I hate taking my children out there. So it
is not something that I encourage my kids to do.”
“But do they know you're going there to see her?”
“Yes they do. You see, to me it’s giving them the opportunity
to fulfill themselves. You see people who live their lives
through their children, pushing, pushing them because they
didn’t do as a child. I don’t agree with that. Your kids do
need something to start with.”

“As a parent when they’re younger you kind of guide
them. You’re not giving them the opportunity to choose
because as a young age, they perhaps are not capable of

making those choices.”
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“My kids did swimming, gymnastic, soccer, cricket,
they do those things while I still am supportive. Also it’s an
individual thing. That’s why David swim, he got up and
done it himself. The kids are encouraged to have music room
at school, so they can do those things and still stay in school.
Some of the kids are missing the core subjects while they
were in the music room. They were missing classes like
reading, math and language. That’s why I was cross. Some of
those kids are getting extra help from me and they were
being pulled out to do those things. That’s a whole different
issue. When parents are working mean somebody else are
doing it (looking after their children). They don’t have their
kids around in the afternoon to do music lessen, so the school
is doing it. Then it’s come up what school does and what the
parents are expecting out of school. Parents are expecting
a school to teach their kids manner and doing a lot of
behavioral things, which you should be doing in their early
years. It’s not the school responsibility. They should be
reinforcing it.”

Ch: “Are there parents expecting much from a school?”
Ki: “Some speak and complain a lot.”
Ch: “Do you still have that camping week when parents and

teachers go camping somewhere?
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Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Ki:

&

“No it’s all has been change. No hot dog days, people are
bringing their own lunches now. We have only had camping
once. You can’t compare it to the old day anymore. They're
not doing that anymore.”

“Why is that so?”

“Since the new principle came in and change everything. She
changed all the computerizing system within days.”

“Does she has parents and teachers meeting before she does
that?”

“No, she doesn’t even tell the teachers, not even the deputy
principle she was going to do it. She just did it. She changed
something and decided what she going to do and it’s
happen. Her way of consulting is telling people she going to
do it. That’s why I left. For instance, she decided to change
something in the library without telling me. I haven’t even
told that the library will be open at lunchtime.”

“That’s rude without respect. I'm sure we have a lot of people
who are like that in the society.”

“The school’s going to have a tremendous impact on your
children.”

“What are the main characteristics of primary school children?”
“Kids are allowed to ask questions. I remember when David
and Matthew were young. They were asked from the church

to help in fund raising. They play music on the street to
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Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Ki:

Ch:

Ki:

collect money. 'm impressed with that. They’re not afraid to
show even though they might not be as good in it but they’ll
do it or at least you try to do it. It doesn’t have to be for the
fund raising, when they had to save money for a trip or
others things. They have to put an effort.

“They’re making effort to do something, either to do for
themselves or for other people. I remember how you make
them look after themselves.”

“They used to do paper run/round in an evening but not
anymore there’re no longer evening paper. Lots of things
changed, now kids work at Mc. Donald or supermarket.
Mc Donald taught them hygiene, dealing pleasantly with
customers.”

“So it’s a good change.”

“It really matters to me. I was the kind of people who would
stand back and let another teacher go through before me but
nowadays kids just pushing forward once you open the door
and all the kids rush into the room. I found it so rude. I don’t
think they have respect for older, not like we use to. I think
we have more respect toward older people.”

“What happen to other things like kids traveling, crime?”
“That’s a huge issue on nature or nurture. We don’t know
what makes they become or what causes things. May be the

new educational system. Everything is perfectly correct. They
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don’t fail. They just get assessed, some bright kid can’t do
well some not bright kid get drag up in the middle, if you
can’t do well then you sit it again until you pass.”

“In somewhere along you can’t go through your path
never having a failure. You’re not going to get every job you
applying for. You can’t win every time. Some kids’ve never
gone through life until you get to university. You never fail.”

“There is a philosophy behind this. Somewhere in
England they actually want to stop using the word failure.
They are not going to write down the word fail.”

“We love our family. They are doing well. I have change
my attitude of doing well is. My oldest is very bright, very
able and had done well at school now she changed her field
to theatre. We were devastated. I could see an academic child
but now I think people just have to follow what ever they
have to. And she has done well. Now she has a job in
Edinburgh I just got a call from her yesterday that she’s just

got a ten percent pay rise. She was only there for two weeks.”
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