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Wat Chao Ya

Wat Chao Ya (“ya” means grandmother) is located on the bank of Khlong Sra Bao (“khlong” means canal and “sra boa”
means water lily pond). At present this monastery was divided into two parts with the road. Nevertheless plan of this monastery
consists of the principle pagoda, the vihara at the front and the two floors building in the western style at the west.

There is no definite evidence regarding when the temple was built but from the archaeological evidence this temple was
first built in the early Ayutthaya Period (before AD.1350), but it was abandoned when the Burmese army invaded the country in

AD.1767 and sacked the capital.
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The principal pagoda
The four bell pagodas are on the same foundation. The main pagoda or the middle one is bigger than the others. From the

archacological research pointed that all small pagodas were built later.
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Chedi rai (small pagodas)
There are three pagodas stand in the line from north to south. The middle pagoda is the 12 rabbeted angles pagoda and

another two are in bell shape.
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Yibara (hall of image)
A parallelogram building, the width is 13 meters and the length is 24 meters. The main entrance faces to the east. There
are 2 gates at the front and same as the back. The gallery around the building was constructed with brick, which balcony on each

side except the back with closed wall.
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Tamnuk (the Royal residence)

This building is a parallelogram building with two floors, shown as the westem influence, the width is 10 meters and the
length is 30 meters. There is a porch at the front and also at the back. This building stands on the foundation that slightly curves at

the middle of the long side as the junk which is the typical late Ayutthaya structures.
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Hor Rakang (belfry)

The belfry in prang shape consists with ruen-that or the room for hanging the bell in 20 rabbeted angles, which has lotus
petal shape gap in cach wall, the balcony with balustrade, the spire decorated with four small prangs, all decorated with coloured and
blue and white ceramic. The foundation, which has the space for walking clockwise around the pagoda (for respect the pagoda that

represented of the Lord Buddha), has the stairway for going to ring the bell at the east.
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Kudies (the monks’ residence)

There are two cylinder buildings, which has two floors, with two doors 1n pointed arch shape in each {loor, the roof

curved as dome. The archaeologist assumed that these building probably for the meditation.
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