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GRANDPA Yen Kaewmanee's
advice to spend frugally is
wvery relevant these days.

Yen for life .
bears learning

hose fretting about the
T future gained more than

peace of mind from the
teachings of Grandpa Yen
Kaewmanee at a talk forum on
Friday.

As the country learnt from the
TV special on his life, Grandpa
Yen is unfazed by the prospects.

At 105 years of age, he com-
fortably supports his lifestyle
with just his own shaky hands
and skinny legs.

He told his audience how he
set his fishing nets first thing in
the morning then had a cup of
soybean milk.

He cooks himself two rice
meals a day. “You have to cut
down what with the prices these
days,” he said. “Don’t spend
more than you can afford.”

These are words of wisdom,
especially when most Thais are
worried about dented purchas-
ing power as the impact of high-
er fuel prices is felt, as well as
the weakening of the baht
against the US dollar.

While these people struggle,
the government aspires to come
to their assistance: Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
said on Friday that the govern-
ment would announce short-
term measures to stimulate the
economy, after several econo-
mists cut growth forecasts for
2005. His measures are to be
unveiled after the Cabinet meet-
ing tomorrow.

Thaksin did not reveal details
of them, but given the nature of
this government, which has
relied heavily on social policies,
it could be a programme where-
by cheap products are to be sold
to the poor.

If so, this truly deserves to be
called a short-term measure,
given that it will not help people
adjust their lifestyles to the
changing environment.

Around the world people are
cutting expenditure. Even the
handicraft centre in Bang Sai
under Her Majesty the Queen's
patronage has coped by
installing solar cells to save on
energy bills.

Some petrol-consumers have
spent thousands to modify their
cars to run on LPG. Diesel-users
have also decreased consump-
tion following the cut in subsi-
dies. This is a good thing, as
Thailand spent Bt1 trillion, or 15
per cent of gross domestic prod-
uct, on fuel last year.

Periodical adjustments are
necessary for everybody. Indeed
it's time for all to realise that we
are not rich enough to consume
as much as we want.

It's time to practice Grandpa
Yen's way of life.

achara_d@nationgroup.com

The Nation o6 N.A. €=
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