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Those who have never been in love have never known the heights and depths of
human emotion. Even though some people allow themselves to become embittered by
an unbappy love affair, many others frankly admit that it has enriched their lives,
broadening their horizons, guickening their perceptions, and giving them more under-
standing minds and hearts, and that in the end they are glad to have had the
experience.

Most of us, whether we eventually mary or not, do fall in love at some time in
our lives.

Once this overwhelming emotion has got a firm hold, it is almost impossible to
shake off at will; but it can sometimes be avoided if one becomes aware of its approach
and feels that for any reason it is more likely to bring sorrow than happiness.

Mary Macaulay : The Art of Marriage,
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The general reason against marriage is this—that two minds, however congenial
they may be, or however submissive the one may be to the other, can never act like one.

By taking a wife, & man certainly adds to the list of those who have a right to
interfere with and advise him, and he runs the risk of putting in his own way another
very strong and perhaps insuperable obstacle to his acting according to his own
opinions and inclinations.

By marrying you place vourself upon the defensive instead of the offensive in
society, which latter is admitted to be in all contentions the most adventageous mode
of proceeding,

Before marriage the shape, the figure, the complexion carry all before them; after
marriage the mind and character unexpectedly claim their shave, and that the largest,
of importance.

Before | was married, whenever ! saw the children and the dogs allowed, or rather
caused, to be troublesome in any family, I used to lay it all to the fault of the master
of it, who might at once put a stop to it if he pleased.

Since I kave married, I find that this was a very rash and premature judgment.

Lord David Oeeil: Lord Melbourne : 4 Blography,
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Nothing is to me more distasteful than that entire complacency and satisfaction
which beam in the faces of new-married couple—in that of the lady particularly.

OHARLES LAMB : Essays of Elia
{ A Bachelor's Complaint ).
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At first I did not love you, Jude; that I own. When I first knew you I merely
wanted you to love me. I did not exactly flirt with you; but that inborn craving which
undermines some women's morals almost more than unbrided passion the craving to
attract and captivate, regardless of the injury it may do to the man—was in me; and
when I found I had caught you, I was frightened. And then-I don’t know how it was
1 couldn’t bear to let you go—possibly to Arabella again—and so I got to love you Jude.

But you see, however it ended, it began in the selfish and cruel wish to make your
heart ache for me without letting mine ache for you.

THOMAS WARDY: Jude The Obsecure,
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If thou must love me, let it be for naught
Except for love’s sake only.

E.B. BROWNING : Sonnets from the Portuguese
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Sacrificel what do I sacrifice? Famine for food, expectation for content. To be
privileged to put my arms round what [ value —to press my lips to what I love—to

response on what I trust: is that to make a sacrifice? If so, then certainly 1 delight
in sacrifice.

CHARLOTTE BRONTE : Jane Eyre
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It is possible, he thought, for a girl to love a stupid man like himself; but he must
be good-looking and show high qualities, if he is to be loved with a love such as he feit
for Kitty, He had heard of women falling in love with ill-favoured, stupid men, but
he did not believe that such would be his own experience, just as he felt that it would
be impossible for him to love a woman who was not beautiful, brilliant, and poetic.

But, having spent two months in the solitude of the contry, he became convinced
that the passion which consumed him was not emphermeral, like his youthful
enthusiasms, and that he could not live without settling this mighty question~whether
she would, or would not, be his wife.

LEO TOLSTOY: Anna Karenina
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...... When love, who seems so tiny a pebble, slips in. Whom does love concern
heyond the beloved and the lover? Yet his impact deluges a hundred shores, No doubt
the disturbance is really the spirit of the generations, welcoming the new generation,
and chafing against the ultimate Fate, who holds all the seas in the palm of her hand.
But love cannot understand this. He cannot comprehend another’s infinity; he is
conscious only of his own flying sunbeam, falling rose, pebble that asks for one gquiet
plunge below the fretting interplay of space and time. IHe knows that he will survive
at the end of things, and be gathered by Fate as a jewel from the slime, and be handed
with admiration round the assembly of the gods. ‘Men did produce this,” they will
say, and, saying, they will give men immortality. But meanwhile—what agitations
meanwhile!  The foundations of Property and Propriety are laid bare, twin rocks;
Family Pride flounders to the surface, puffing and blowing, and refusing to be comforted;
Theology, vaguely ascetic, get up a nasty ground swell. Then the lawyers are
aroused-cold blood—and creep out of their holes. They do what they can; they tidy up
Property and Propriety, reassure Theology and Family Pride. Half guineas are poured
on the troubled waters, the lawyers weep back, and, if all has gone well, love joins one
man and woman together in Matrimony,

E.M. Forster : Howards End
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I really don’t see anything romantic in proposing. It is very romantic
to be in love. But there is nothing romantic about a defenite proposal. Why,
are may be accepted. One usually is, [ believe. Then the excitement is all
over. The very essence of romance is uncertainty, 1f ever I get married,
T'll certainly try to forget the fact.
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