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BANGKOK HAS A NEW BOOKSHOP!

Yes, we've done it! For two years our friends have been
telling us that Bangkok needs a new bookshop, a real book-
shop, full of all the new books on every subject.

Well, we've done it!

In Suriwongse Road, between Neilson Hayes and Kian Gwan
Motors, we've rented 1,000 square feet of space and filled
it from floor to ceiling with books.

THE LATEST BOOKS,

THAT NOVEL YOU WANTED.

THAT BOOK ON ART, ARCHITECTURE, ACCOUNTING,—
ARITHMETIC...cviviiiinnnes

Name the subject and we have the book you want.

IN STOCK FOR YOU TO TAKE AWAY TODAY.

Our new stocks have just arrived. Thousands and thousands
of new books—and what’s more, our staff, all of whom speak
English, know where 10 find them.

What more could anyone ask for?

THE ASIA EDUCATIONAL PRESS GO, LTD.,

197/2 SURIWONGSE ROAD, BANGKOK
TEL: 350|2
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You are an angel.

d [
E& 97 08 UBENIRY

That was quite good. Now once more.
Repeat after me.
You are an angel.

o< 1
E]ij 87 LA LDuIlsYy
you are angels.
v
!% 1 UeulsuT

Good ! But pay a little bit more atiention to the final sound “I” in the
word angel,

Now just once again.
You are an angel,

ﬂ:u i1 1AY  UBUeY
you are angels.

| 7
,i; 01 UBULEY

That’s even better. That's excellent.
So, you see — It’s quite easy to learn English. All you have to do is simply

- immitate.
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A Series of Buddhist Publications
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Till the end of the world,

My love will be boundless.

Under the wave and under the sea,

Forever 1 shall crave for thee.

Art thou the ocean, I'll be a fish.

Art thou the lotus, I'll be the butterfly,

To drink in thy essence divine.

I ever thou art the splendid cave,

I wish I were the celestial swan;

Earthbound, it will stay to make us a paren-
nial duo.

O, My Beloved sister, I wish to join thee in
every life.

Tant qu'il v aura des hommes,

Mon amour sera inébraniable.

Aux eaux les plus profondes,

Je ne demande que te retrouver.

Si 1amais tu es océan,

Je veux &tre le poisson.

Si tu es le lotus,

Je serai le pasillon

Pour caresser tes heaux seins.

Si tu es la grotte divine,

Je serai le pélican

Pour 'emplir de ma présence.

O Ma Bien-Aimés,

Je ne veux que te rejoindre dans toutes les
vies.
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BANGKOK-5SKY

since the day of my arrival, i always felt
something missing in this bangkok.sky, i
always thought about and suddenly, did i
find that missing thing. yes, it is the long
flights of the birds in the high sky. ves,
here are the birds like chill and eagle
perhaps, only in the zoo... and i have seen
the ‘garuda,, flying, but on a postage-stamp,
the birds in the cages or the printed ones,
can have no deep dive into the high sky.,,
no more can they spread their wings to
float on to the air-waves..

i have seen birds like sparrows, flying at
a very low height and for a short-while. i
have seen a few in the cages, in the shops.
they are the beautiful ones, chuckle sweet
tunes...

does this sky represent the thai-life...perhaps,
yes.., or atleast, for bangkok, it is not far
from the truth, here all around me, is a
momentary glow-of lights, of laughters, of
wines and sex and smiles,.. it is true that
they do enjoy { or rather pretend ..) but like
the flight of a sparrow—very short one...
as if they have no desire of going into depth,
of the ocean or the sky.

and so this hangkok-sky seems a flat blue,

without a bird s flight.

SHAILESH
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SHORT POLITICAL HISTORY
OF THE SHAN STATES

CHAQ YING SIDA

PART |
A Brief Historical Background of the Shkan States

The country which is today known as the Shan States or the Shan State lies
like a triangle in South East Asia, locked inland by Thailand in the south, Burma
in the west and Red China in the east. It is approximately 160,000 square kilometres
{60,000 square miles) and has a total population of about 3 million.

Geographically speaking, the country is part of the Yunnan Plateau and is
therefore very mountainous. The mountains run from north to south and are highest
in the north. The highest peak in the Shan States is over 3,000 feet above sea
level (about 2,800 metres). In the south west region of the Shan States is the
wide, shallow Inle Lake which is 22 kilometres long 11 kilometres wide (7 x 14 miles ).
The Inle Lake is drained by the Bilu Chaung River which has been harnessed for
hydro-electic power by a power station at Law-pi-da in the Karenni State. The chief
river of the Shan State, however, is the Salween River which divides the Shan country
into east and west. The Salween River has its source in Tibet and is one of Asia’s
longest rivers. In the Shan States, the Salween River has cut deep into the limestone
rocks, forming a deep valley and high gorges. TIts swift current makes it a potential
source of enormous hydro-electric power.

90% of the population of the Shan States are racially Tai, speaking the Tai
language and practising Tai culture. They are Buddhists of the Hinayana sect (as in
Thailand and Burma). The word Shan is derived from the word Syam or Siam.
This is not surprising because the Tai or Shan people of the Shan States are of the

samne Tat stock from which also sprang the Thai people of Thailand and the Lao people
of Laos of today.

The history of the Tai people in ancient times reveals the existence of the
great Tai Empire of Nan-chao which rivalled the Tibetan and Chinese Empires in
military, political and cultural organization. In the 13th century however the great
Mongol Khan, Kublai, conquered both jthe Chinese and Tai Empires The conquest
of Nan-chao by the Mongols led to the historic migration of the Tai people of Nan-
chao into South East Asia where they founded settlements, towns, cities, principalities
and kingdoms. Today, the Tail people are found all over the region of South East
Asia from Assam in India to Dien-bien-phu in Vietnam but the 3 countries of Thailand,
Laos and the Shan States are especially Tai sharing the same cultural and linguistic
foundation.

As the name Shan States suggests, the Shan country has been ruled by
Princes since the 13th century. Each principality or state is a separate power in its
own right and the Shan States have never been united under any single leader or King.
None of the neighbouting countries have ever been able to achieve an effective
conguest of the warlike Princes and the Shan country, although many attempts were
made, especially by the Burmese Princes and Kings.
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Throughout the past 700 years of Shan history, the number of existing States
or Principalities has always varied, depending upon the fortunes of war which was
frequent among the Shan States. But there are certain States whose prestige and fame
have remained fairly constant throughout 700 years and these are States of Hsenwi
Mong Mit, Hsipaw and Tawnpeng (in the northern region of the Shan country) and
the State of Yawng Hwe, Kengtung, Mong Nai, Mong Pai and Mong Pan (in the
southern region of the country).

Shan State and British Rule from 1890 to the Second World War

South East Asia in the 19th century became the prey of two main imperialistic
powers, the English and the French, who were very hostile towards one another. The
British chose to penetrate South East Asia from the west, from India into Burma
while the French raced for the conquest of South East Asian states from the east, from
Cochin China. After the annexation of the Burmese Kingdom in 1885 A.D., the
British went on to the Shan States which they finally pacified in the 189%°s. The
French meanwhile pushed up from Cochin China into Laos, claiming as much territory
as they could. Thus the present boundaries of the Shan countty of today are a direct
result of this rivalry between the British and the French.

The British annexed Burma and made it a provinece of India but the Shan States
became Protectorates, the British recognized the authority of the Shan Princes who

continued ruling but with the guidance of Administrative Officers of the British
Government. The British also divided the various States into 3 categories.

1. The first and most important category was the States under the rule of the
Rovyal Princes of Sao-pha (in Thai Chao Fa and in Burmese Sawbwa).

2. The second category was the State under the rule of the Dukes or Myo-Sa
who had lesser importance.

3. The third category and of the least important was the State under the rule
of the Silver Tax Collectors or Ngwe-Gun-Mu.

The Royal Princes {First Category)} or Saoc-pha

The Northern Shan States The Southern Shan States
1. Mong Mit 1. Keng Tung
2. Hsipaw 2. Yawng Hwe
3. Tawng Peng 3. Mong Nai
4. Mong Mang Lun 4, Mong Pai
5. North Hsenwi 5. Lai Kha
6. South Hsenwi 6. Lawk Sawk
7. Mong Pan
8. Mong Pawn
9. Mawk Mai
10. Sam Ka
11. Mong Kung
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The Dukes (Second Category) or Myo-sa

The Northern Shan States The Southern Shan States
Mong Nawng
Nawng Mawn
Nam Kok
Kesi-Mansam
Pang-Long

Hsa Htung

Wan Yin

Ho Pong

Sa Koi

Hsa Mong Hkam
11. Mong Hsu

12. Pwe Hla

13. Pang Dara

R

Wy
o

The Silver Tax Collectors (Third Category) or Ngwe Gun Mua

The Northern Shan States The Southern Shan States
1. Ywa Ngan
2. Baw
3. Pang Mee
4. Kyone

One major achievement of the British in the Shan States was their efforts to
educate the heirs and kinsmen of the ruling Princes. For the purpoese, the Shan
Chiefs’ school was established in Taunggyi which was chosen as a British Adminis-
trative centre. Most of the experienced civil servants and administrators of the Shan
States are graduates of this school.

In 1922 the British created the Federated Shan States. No longer were different
Shan states separate protectorates in their own right, but for the first time the Shan
country achieved a governing body common to all the states. This was the Federated
Shan States’ Council.

The members of this Federated Shan States’ Council consisted of the ruling
Princes and the British Governor at Rangoon in Burma.

The Council dealt with such common subjects as Education, Health and Public
Welfare, Public Works and building. Each state contributed a certain percentage of
its annual revenues to the Federation. The Council issued a budget annually.

If circumstances were different and if the Federated Shan States had been
allowed to evolve in its own time, it would certainly bave become by 1950 a modern
nation, independent and progressive and perhaps a member of the British Common-
wealth like the Federated States of Malaya.

However, history and circumstances in the form of the Second World War
appeared and in Part II we shall deal with the post war Shan States.

The most striking factor of this period of Shan development under British
rule — the period of the Federated Shan States — was peace or, in orther words, the
cessation of war. Under British rule, the Shan country was probably the most peace-
ful land on earth. There was law, order and security. It is a fact that murder and
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rape were almost unheard of. Each ruler was responsible for the administration and
law in his state, Each state had its own armed Police Force, Administrative Officers,

Magistrates and Judges, who were all under the jurisdiction of the State Ministers of
the ruling Prince.

Under British rule, the Roval Shan Princes continued to exercise their here-
ditary perogative of Absolute Power but the British placed 3 main limitations on this
_almost absolute power and they were :

1. The Princes were not to give capital pumishment without a fair trial.

2. The Royal Princes could not levy any other extra taxeson the people
beyond that decreed by Shan Customary Law,

3. The Princes could not permit any other exira gambling fairs beyond
the number allowed annually by tradition and custom.

Apart from the 3 main limitations above, there was one other prohibition and
that was:

All criminal cases which involved Burmese and Indians who lived in
the Shan States were tried not by the Princes but by the British
Administrators under the Indian Penal Code (Burma under the British
was a province of India therefore all Burmese were under the Penal
Code. The Shan States were Protectorates of the British so the

Shans were tried by their own Shan courts under Shan Customary
Law).

ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM DF THE SHAN STATES UNDER THE
ROYAL FRINCES CR SAO-PHA 1900 ta 1950

DIAGRAM T

SAO-PHA TEE SYSIEM OF
T GOVERHMENT IN A
CHIEF MINISTER

SHAN FRINCELY STATE

e A L L LTS -

MINISTER FOR HINIZTER FOR —I ,’memn HINISTER MINISTER MINISTER

REVENUE, JUDICIAL AFFAIRS| |[0OF JUsTICE LDF ammJ OF_AGRICULTURE
DEPARTMENT STATE COURT DEPARTHMENT DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT

OF OF,_ LAW gF STATE POLICE oF oF
STATE REVENYE AGRICULTURE FUBLIC_WORKS
DEPARTMENT
oF
HEALTH

HOSPITAL

WHEN A SHAN TULING FRINCE DIED, KIS HEIR BECAME, WITH BRITISH RECOGNITION, THE NEXT
5n0-PHA, THE BRITISH RECOGMITION OF A SAOPHA WAS CALLED '"SANAD!
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ADMINTSTRATIVE SYSTEM OF THE SHAN STATES
UNDER _THE ROYAL PRINCES OR SAGPHA 1500 to 1950
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PART |l

Shan States after the Second World War

The Second World War abruptly broke the peace of the Shan country. The
British withdrew and the Japanese occupied the Shan States. The Shan people
suffered the terrible hardships of the war and later Allied planes bombed Shan towns.
The retreat of the Japanese towards the end of the war left the Shan country in a
state of chaos and destraction.

Therefore the ruling Princes who had also suffered the hardships of the war
with the people decided to reconstruct the Federated Shan States’ Council to formulate
programmes for rebuilding the war devastated Shan States. The Federated Shan States’
Council met in session and formulated a 15 vears plan which would enable the Shan
people to learn and understand democracy. The ruling Princes hoped that in 15 years
{from 1946 to 1961) they would be able to give up their Administrative and Political
Power to a Shan Government elected by the Shan people.

But this 15 year plan did not have a chance to be carried out. This was
because the leaders of the Kachin people, the Chin people and the Karen people
came to the Shan Princes and asked them for help. The Kachin, Chins, and Karen
leaders asked the Shan Princes to form an organization which would include all the
leaders of the Kachin, Chin, Karen and Shan peoples so that the Kachin, Chins, Karens
and Shans would be able to formulate a common plan for the reconstruetion of the war

devastated areas and poverty stricken people of the Kachin, Chin, Karen and Shan
States,

Thus, in answer to this desire on the part of the Kachin and Chin leaders who
were hill peoples like the Shans themselves, the organization of the United Hill
Peoples was formed in 1946,

The organization was known as the S.C.OU.H.P (Supreme Council of the
United hill Peoples) and the first President of this united body was Sao Shwe Thaike,
the Prince of Yawnghwe State.

‘The S.C.0.U.H.P. decided to hold a conference in 1946 to which all the Kachin,
Chin and Karen leaders were invited. The agenda or subject matter of the Conference
was the Plan for the Reconstruction of the Hill Areas. The President of the S.C,0.U.
H.P. Sao Shwe Thaike arranged for the Conference to be held in the town of Panglong
in the Southern Shan States in 1946, Sae Shwe Thaike the Prince of Yawnghwe
State was very popular with the Kachin, Chin and Karen leaders and with him at the
conference was his Mahadevi or Princess Sao Nang Hearn Kham who had many
private conversations with the leaders there.

While the S.C.O.U.H.P. Conference was in session in Panglong town in 1946,
there arrived some Burmese politicians, among them Thakin Nu or U Nu who was one
of the leaders of the Burmese political party in Burma called the A.F.P.F.L. (Anti
Fascist People’s Freedom League) Party which badly wanted Independence from
British rule. After his arrival in Panglong, U Nu begged the S.C.O.U.H.P. leaders to
join with Burma to ask for Independence from the British. He asked them to join
hands with Burmese people to get Independence.
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At that time in Britain, the Labour Government came to power. The Labour
Government was anxious not to have any colonies and began negotiations with the
Burmese A.F.P.F.L. Party to give them Independence. At the same time, the Labour
Government was not willing to assure the S.C.O.U.H.P. and the Hill Peoples of
continued protection. None of the leaders of the Hill Peoples were happy at the idea
of having to join with the Burmese but they felt that they had no other choice. They
did not feel that their people were prepared for the modern world. They decided that
they would join Burma in a Federation of States which would have Equal Opportunities
and if they were not happy with the Burmese they would have legal means of secession.

The decission to join Burma and ask for Independence from the British was
taken at the second Panglong Conference held in February 1947 at Panglong by the
S.COUHP. The Treaty of Panglong or the Panglong Agreement was signed at
this second S.C.O0.U.P.H. Conference by the Shan Leaders, Kachin Leaders, Chin
leaders and Burmese leaders. The Panglong Agreement guaranteed the Equality of all
the States (Burma, Shan States, Kachin State, and the Chin Division ).

Thus the Panglong Apgreement was the foundation of the Union of Burma.
Without the agreement and consent given by the S.C.O.U.H.P. leaders, the Burmese
could not have established the new nation known as the Union of Burma.

Before the Union of Burma could be established, however, the existing Federated
States’ Council had to be formally dissolved. One of the last acts of the Federated
Council before its dissolution was the formal recognition of the Dukes or Myo-Sa
(Third Category ) and the Silver Tax Collectors or Ngwe-Gun-Mu (Third Category)
as Royal Princes or Sao-pha.

Thus the present list of the Royal Princes of the Shan State is:

Northern Shan States Southern Shan States

. Mong mit

. Hsipaw

Tawng Peng
Mong Nang Lun
North Osenwi
South Hsenwi
Kokang

. Keng Tung
Yawng Hwe

. Mong Nai

. Mong Pai
Lai Kha
Lawk Sawk
Mong Pan

. Mong Pawn

. Mawk Mai

. Sam Ka

. Mong Kung

. Mong Nawng
. Pang -Long

. Kesi— Monsam
. Hso Htung

. Wan Yin

. Ho Pong

. Sa Koi

. Hsa Mong Hkam
. Mong Hsu

. Pwe Hla

. Pang Dara

. Ywa Ngan

. Baw

25. Pang Mee

. Kyone
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The Panglong Agreement and the Coustitution of the Union

The Panglong Agreement which guaranteed the equality of all the States of the
Union was the foundation of the Union of Burma as well as the Constitution of the
Union of Burma. The Panglong Agreement, being an. agreement or treaty among
different parties, is essentially a contract.

Thus when General Ne Win suspended the 1948 Constitution of the Union of
Burma, he ended the contract and legally speaking the parties have all regained their
1948 positions — that 1is, status gquo — and legally the Shan States is to today
Independent.

Furthemore, the Constitution guaranteed the Shan State the Right of Secession.
If, after a period of ten years of union with Burma, the Shan people wanted to secede
from the union, they could hold a plebiscite which would determine the issue of further
union or secession.

The Panglong Agreement is the event in post war Shan State because it paved
the way to the establish of a Shan State Government and a Shan State Council
based on the principles of Parliamentary Democracy.

A Central Shan State Government came into being and the ruling Princes were
asked to co-operate with the Central Government. The Princes gave up most of their
power — of legal jurisdiction and administration — to the Central Shan Government in
the early 1950’s so that when in 1959 the Central Shan Government formally asked for
the transfer of all power from the ruling Princesito’the Central Shan{Government, the
Princes had very little power left.

SHAN STATE ADHINISTRATION

HEAD OF SHAN STATE

HOME ATFAIRS EDUCATION HEALTH AGRICULTURE CF OF RELIOION
FUBLIC WORKS
SEAN SHAN DEFARTMINT DEPARTMENT PEPARTHINT DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT
-;gggg EIATE OF EDUCATION OF REALTH OF AGRICULTUKE OF oF
CIVIL PUBLIC RELIGION
SERVICE SCHOOLS BOSPITAL WORKS

COMNISSIONERS[ COMMISSIONER OF H.5.8.
COMMISSIONER OF S.S5.S.

RESIDENT
ASSISTANT RESIDENT

TOWNSHIP CFFICERS
ASSIBTANT TOWHSEIP OFFICERS
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However it must be noted that Shan Princes signed away their power legally to
the Shan State government, nol to the Purinese government. Under the system of
Parliamentary Democracy, that meant that the Princes were giving their right of
hereditary power to the Shan people, not to the Burmese. This document is known
as the Document of the Transfer of Power. 1t was signed by the ruling Princes in
1959, with the exception of Kongkang State.

The Sao-pha of Kongkang, Yang Kyin Sai, was the only Sao-pha who refused
to sign this Document of the Transfer of Power in 1959. He is now under arrest by
the present Socialist regime of General Ne Win but his younger brother who is now
Acting Head of Kokang State is one of the leaders of the Shan Freedom Movement.

SHAN STATE POLITICAL SYSTEM
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY IN THE SHAN STATE 1948 to 1962

THE SHAN STATE COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN OF SHAN STATE COUNCIL PASSES LAWS FOR THE SHAN STATE;
THE SHAN STATE COUNCIL IT IS THE HIGHEST LEGISLATIVE
WITH 50 MEMBERS ORGAN OF THE SHAN PEOPLL
//’/.’ -\-\ e
,/’/// \\‘“\

/ T T

25 MEMBERS ARE 25 MEMBERS ARE

NOMINATED {NOT ELECTED) ELECTED EVERY

EVERY 4 YEARS BY THE 4 YEARS BY THE

ROYAL PRINCES FROM THE SHAN PEOPLE IN

33 PRINCES A GENERAL ELECTION

THESE 50 MEMBERS OF THE SHAN STATE COUNCIL ARE, AT
THE SAME TIME, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SHAN PEOPLE

IN THE PARLIAMENT OF THE UNION OF BURMA: THEY ARE
AUTOMATICALLY MEMBERS OF THE UUNION PARLIAMENT

THE SHAN POLITICAL PARTY WITH A MAJORITY OF MEMBERS IN THE
SHAN STATE COUNCIL CHOSES THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL WHO
BECOMES THE HEAD OF THE SHAN GOVERNMENT AND SHAN STATE.

HEAD OF STATE = CHAIRMAN OF THE SHAN STATE COUNCIL
HAS HAS
ADMINISTRATIVE POWER . POLITICAL POWER

THE HEAD OF STATE AND THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE COUNCIL ARE THE SAME PERSON
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NOTES & COMMENTS

KHIEN TEERAVIT
NOTES ON MR. WOODWARD'S “ WHO ARE THE ANCESTORS OF THE THAIS”, DR. MOTE'S
<*PROBLEMS OF THAI PREHISTORY * AND MR. HOONTRAKUL’S *“THE HISTORICAL RECORDS
OF THE SIAMESE—CHINESE RELATIONS”!

These works manifest present scholars’ efforts to reconstruct Thai history prior
to the Sukhotai era. We need such an endeavor because we can no longer tolerate the
divergent and even fanciful interpretations of the subject. Mr. Hoontrakul is the first
Thai scholar so far who has seriously attempted to furnish “historical data” in detail
tracing back to the time of the mythical creation of the world. His work, on the whole,
conforms with the main stream of the Thai views on pseudo-Thai history of this period.

The author is a learned man with exceptional capacity in using many foreign
languages, especially Chinese, as his research tool. Unfortunately, his Chinese
romanization is not in conformity with the present romanization system and it seems
apparent that he uses romanization in accordance with some Chinese local dialects.
Some added Chinese characters are helpful but only to those who know Chinese. The
French sources are occasionally quoted at length but no explanation is attempted to
make the context clear 1o the readers who do not read French. Many * historical data™
and illustrations, though interesting, are related directly to Chinese history rather than
to Stamese-Chinese relations, as the reader might expect.

As for specific problem of Siamese-Chinese relations, Mr. Hoontrakul boldly
traces the origin of the Thai or Tai as fax back to the period of the legendary heroes of
China (2515 B.C.). He concludes that the Chinese and the Thai peoples lived closely
together as one all along, and it was about A.D. 225 when they began to drift apart from
each other and formed themselves into separate states.

To support his thesis, he cites Chinese dynastic histories at length. To begin
with the world’s Creator, P’an Ku2, he does not state clearly what his own position on
the matter may be. But I cannot help suspecting that his advancing of this legend of
the world’s creator is to claim that China is the origin of the human race. The state-
ments in pages 7-8 suggest precisely just that.

Since in the author’s mind, the Chinese and the Thai peoples lived closely
together from the beginning, some further assumptions have to be made; on page 53, it
states that the Chinese and Tais are the first peoples of the world who have their
continuous national histories dating.

The Tai Before Ch’in Shih-huang Era (2697-210 B.C.)

Mr. Hoontrakul, in his use of the voluminous Chinese dynastic histories,
furnishes many “ historical records” in order to support his thesis; that is the Tai
people originally lived in Shansi, and then moved southward to Honan, Hupei,
Szuch’uan, ete. Some of the cited materials are quite problematic as regards their
application to their respective contexts. I would like to call the readers’ attention to
the following points:

1} Hirsm Woodward, ** Who Are the Ancestors of the Thais,” {Report on the Seminar), The Social Science
Review, Vol. 2, No. 3 {February 1965}, pp. 88-91, Frederick W, Mote, * Problems of Thai Prehistary, ¥ Ibid., Vol, 2,
No, 2 ( October 1964}, pp. 99109, Likhit Hoontrakul, The Historical Records of the Siamese-Chinese Relations
{ Commencing from ancicnt times up to the time when the Siamese people formed themselves into a State cailed Siam
with the town of Sukhotai as Capital } { Bangkok : Pracandra Press, 19613, 137 pp.

2) The Chirese romanization in this article is that of Mandarin or official dialect. Some Chinese romani-
zations used by the guthor ave preserved in the parentheses,

1)



1. The writer refers to the term “ Tai-Tai’* which is said to derive from the
Huang Ti Dynasty (2679-2206 B.C.). Chuan su ( Tuan-Yok) (2512-2435 B.C.), the
third Emperor of the Huang Ti Dynasty conferred upon Tai-Tai, a descendant of Shao
Hao (Seow-Hao) (2596-2513 B.C.), the right to impose and collect duties on the
waterways of the River Fen in Shansi and Honan ( pp. 13-15).

My loose translation of the original text on page 13 would read: “ Chuan Isii
conferred upon T'ai-Tai, the distant descendant of Shao Hao, the hereditary positions of

Spirit of the River Fen and chicf of the officers of the waters.™ ,%fﬂ Fadt & 2% E‘ :g:
Y& B AR M A E 2 K It should be noticed that the characters used to

write Tai-Tai are different from that of * Thai” or “Tai” which means the Thai
nation and it is definitely clear that Tai-Tai is a noble title which has nothing to do
with the Tai people.3

2. Shun (2255-2206 B.C.), another ruler of China, in the same manner, conferred
upon his younger brother, Hsiang, the title “Ruler of Ew-Pi or Tsang-Wu State”
{pp. 18-19).

On page 18, Mr. Hoontrakul quotes from Shih-chi: # & 4 jL Efiixdy

A B 2 4% B, The Emperor Shun enfeoffs his younger brother, Hsiang, Chiang-nan,
Yu-pi in Te’ang-wu Principality. {The territory comprised southern Hunan, nothern
Kwangsi and northern Kwangtung). Here again, it seems there is lack of evidence to
support the idea that Hsiang, Shun’s brother, was connected to any Tai family. If the
argument is that because he shifted from Shansi and come to settle in Ts’ang-wu, I
have already pointed out that the people in Shansi were not to be considered the Tai
simply because their overlord held the noble title of a *“ Tai-Tai”. Moreover Mencius,
V/1/1-2, points out that Hsiang was the most evil of men, hardly a national hero for the
Thai nation to claim.

3. In the Chung K’ang reign (2156-2146 B.C.) of the Hsia Dynasty (2205-
1766 B.C.), * The Emperor conferred upon Mi Yen a title Marquis of Lo and gave him
a territory of Lo State (in Hu Peh).” (pp. 24-25)

On page 24, literally translation for the Chinese: the Emperor Chung K’ang
enfeoffs Mo Yin as Marquis of Lo with Lo State4 I find no satisfactory evidence to
support the claim that the Lo people were the Tai. Moreover, all of the stories cited
above are regarded by most historians as being not of demonstrable historicity. Also
using similarly questionable data, the writer went further to bring the Tai to Szuch’uan
by stating that in 688 B.C. King Chou Chuang (696-682 B.C.) the Marquis of Lo
(*“Tai” Marquis) was defeated by Chou Wen Wang's army and was compelled to
recognize the suzerainty of Chou, thereby becoming a vassal state, and moved south
across of the Yangtze River (Yang Tse-Kiang) to settle in Ping-kiang (p. 42). Later,
this state of the Marquis of Lo under the Chou Dynasty was invaded by Shih-huang
Ti's army. Marquis of Lo then was ordered to vacate the Lo state {Ping Kiang in
Hunan) and he moved to the Shu state in Szuch'uan (p. 57).

3) It is possible, however, that this title could he the origin of the Chinese family name.

4) 1t will be interesting to find out that whether the name of our country, Siam or Siamlo derived from the
name of Lo State in Hupel. Lawrence Palmer Briggs seem ta suggest that *’ Slamlo " derived from the place mame, ** Slen’”
( Sukhotai } and “ Lo-hen ™ {Lava); see Lawrence Palmer Briggs, “ Davaravati, The Most Anefent Kingdom of Siam,’”
Journal of American Oriental Seciety, 69 (1943), p. 105. See also Chen So-ching, China and Southenst Asia
(Chungking 1945).  As for the word “Siam ", see E.H. Parper’s ** Shan and Biam, ' Asiatic Quarterly Review,

3.5 {1898 ), pp. 401-405; Phanindra Nath Bose, The Indian Colony of Stam {Lahore : The Panjab Sanskrit Book Daepat,
1927), pe. 112,

o



The Tai From Ch'in Era to the End of Nanchao Kingdom (210 B.C. - A.D. 1253)

It is generally agreed that at least after the foundation of the Ch’in Dynasty,
the cradle of the Tai race was centered in the South and Southwest of China. However,
this does not mean that there were no other non-Tai speaking peoples in that region,
or that all Tai-speaking peoples necessarily come from the same family or clan.

As for the question that where these Tai peoples were from. Dr. Mote contends
that the That sub-group of the Sino-Tibetan language family, including modern Thai,
Lao, and the related dialects and languages present in Burma, China, Vietnam and
other places, probably never resided in North China or even in Central China; at least
there is no scrap of evidence to support the view that they may have lived at any time
very far from their present-day locations. This is one of the most challenging
statements the Thai must face. Tor one fact we are bound to admit is that Thai
national history has allowed much room for speculations. We might begin to tackle this
problem with the question of human origins whether we were created by God or evolved
according to Darwinism. Does the Mongoloid race (if the assumption that the Thai
and the Chinese belong to the Mongoloid race being valid) have only one origin? At
what point did Thai and other cultures differentiate and commence their separate
histories? And where is the cradle of Thai origins, the Yellow River valley or the
Southwest of China? These seem to be insurmountable problems!

If one believes that the Thai moved southward by migration, one faces difficulty
in finding evidence to support it. This may be because there is no marked distinction
in Thai and non-Thai groups around it and because human society in its more
primitive state left no evidence like that one can find for the migration of Englishmen
to the present America or the migration of nationalist Chinese to Formosa in modern
times.

Another blow Dr, Mote strikes on Thai historians is his statement that no Thai
speaking peoples were importantly involved in the history of Nanchao! This is, of
course, quite contrary to the general views of the Thai historians. Almost unanimously,
both Thai and western historians, if they do not claim the Nanchao Kingdom as the
present Thai’s ancestor, at best they (including Mr. Hoontrakul) identify the Nanchao
people as another group of the Thai race.

In this matter, I am inclined to think that this argument lies mainly in the scope
of the definition to be given to the term “Tai”, differently understood by the Thai and
the Chinese historians, — ratber than in difference of historical facts. On the whole,
the Thai tends to define the term broadly, but the Chinese records tend to divide the
non-Chinese in various tribes. For instance, they identify the ruling class of Nanchao

the so-calied “ White Non-Chinese™ (or “ White barbarins” & %) and the “Black

Non-Chinese” { or * Black barbarians” % #%) peoples; the Mung family belonged to
the “Black Non-Chinese™ people. The Nanchao peoples included more than ten tribes.
Most peoples in the two principalities, Mung-She and Mung-Sui were *‘Black
Non-Chinese” and most people in the other four principalities were * White
Non-Chinese.”5 Furthermore, Chinese records disagree among themselves. Tor

5) Ma Ch’ang.shou .E] ‘F‘g %, The Tribal Composition of Nanchao and Its Slavery System l*J 24
Bl A oY 3 e R Ao ke 2 E  (Shanghat, 1961), pp. 6971,

&



instance, the Pai-yi were indentified as the Tai race.5 One might argue that Pai yi
and Pai-man (White-Non-Chinese) Lave the same meaning: the White Barbarians!
But we know from modern linguistic studies that their languages are unrelated!

To toy with this tricky term is by no means a nonsensical game. 1t is said that
the word ““ Thai” has been used as political tool for imperialistic motivation.? It can
also become our political thorn. It is reported that the Chinese Communist regime has
actively asserted its authority over the the Tairace in the South and Sothwest of China
since it came to power. Several Tai National Autonomous Regions have been
established.® T sincerely believe that the research we are now engaging is purely
academic. And problems raised in this process, I hope, will never be explained by
some political opportunists of any nation.

Who Are the Ancestors of the Thais?

The seminar, according to Mr. Woodward’s report, give no answer to the set
question. I cannot imagine how the skeletons found at Ban Gao can throw any light
to it. H, for example, it is proved by archaeologists that physical characteristics of the
people in diferent places were the same, does it mean that they were the same racial
stock? After all, on what basis we judge a people as a “ Thai”. In other words we are
compelied to settle the problem in advance the principle of judging the qualifications
of our “ancestors.” Did they have to have the same physical characteristics, share the
same culture, speak the same language, etc? Furthermore, it is hardly to expect that
the present Thai are not unmixed Thai stock. In the course of their history there must
have been intermingling with Chinese and Burmese in the North as well as with Mons
and Khmers in the South and East. To what extent should we exclude the mixed Thai
stock from our “ ancestors?” I am inclined to think that Dr. Mote holds a key to open
the former Thai gate in Southern China. Dr. Brown, according to Mr. Woodward, may
play a significant role in reconstructing the Thai history in the succeeding period to
the Sukhotai era by showing historians what the linguistic history contributes to their
problem,

6) lbid., p. 102,

73 Ihid., p. 993 Virginia Thompson and Richard Adoff, Affﬂﬂrﬂy Problems in Sowtheast Asia { Stanford
University Press, 1935}, p. 214,

8) Wang Shu-tang, China: Land of many Nationalities {Peking: Forelgn Langnage Press, 1957) 63 pp.
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What is Buddhism by Khantipalo Bhikkhu
( Social Science Association Press) 150 pp. with
42 illustrations. Hard cover 60 baht; paper back
40 baht.
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