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INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., US.A.

ANNOUNCES ITS NEW PAPERBACK SERIES
TO THAI SCHOLARLY COMMUNTY

THE NEW ARCHITECTURE AND THE BAUHAUS,
by Waler Gropius

A re-issue of one of the most important books on the modern movement in
architecture—*‘ (it) has all the permanence of a classic.”"—The Times Liter-

ary Supplement. $1.95r vsa  15/—
CHINESE COMMUNIST SOCIETY : The Family and the Village,
by C.K. Yang

*First-hand accounts of the Communist revolution in the Chinese village
are very rare. First-hand accounts by trained and objective observers are
even rarer, but this is what Dr. Yang’s book provides, and against an un-
usually valuable background "-—Pacific Affairs. $3.957 30/—

WORD AND OBJECT, by Willard Van Orman Quine

A noted philosopher and logician examines the notion of meaning and the
basis of human communication. *It is a book which no logivian interested
in the linguistic foundations of the subject, and no philosopher with
interest in logic and language can afford to skip.”"—American Scientist,

$2.457 19/—

A HISTORY OF WESTERN TECHNOLOGY, by Friedrich Klemm

A history of technology in the form of contemporary writings—from tech-
nologists, churchmen, naturalists, posts, economists, and statesmen-—show-
ing the influence of historical circumstance on techunological development
and, in turn, of technological progress on intellectual thought. The text
begins with antiquity, cavers the industrial revolution, and continues to
the present. Heavily illustrated. 82 957 usa 23/—-

THE BOOKS LISTED ABOVE AND ALL M.IT.
PUBLICATIONS COULD BE PURCHASED AT
THE INTERNATIONAL BOOK SERVICE,
The Asia Educational Press Co. Ltd.
221 Sukumvit Road Bangkapi Bangkok.
Tel. 57477

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02179
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Birabhongse Kasemsri

THE AIR-RAID

I did not hear the siren, but woke up

A little bewildered and half asleep,

In the arms of my nurse and on her lap,
In a hole ten-foot wide and ten-foot deep.

Where shadows gathered together to pray,
In the dim cathedral-like atmosphere,

The night was always dark, so was the day,
With murmurs in the corners, lanterns lit.
The buzzing excitement was hardly dead,
When, like a timorous chord in the night,
The planes in unison were overhead.

Soon the bombs were down and everything shook.
The tremor hung heavy like humid air.

The smells of wet cement, stagnant water,
And perspiring torrents of mumbled prayer,
Scurried up the steep walls of the shelter.

My nurse’s commodious lap was weakening.
She was secretly weeping for her son,

Now dead during the first fatal air-raid.
What would it matter if the war was won?

Five minutes later, a tremendous burst

Of explosion. The shelter flared up.

I was dragged by the arm out, up the steps,

To find blazes on the grass, in the sky,

On the row of buildings across the street,

All around me, crackling, belching black smokes,
Searing, sniffing, wriggling towards the clouds.
Our gardener, armed with a Calcutta sack,



Was swinging at the flames near the exit,
Through which emerged a throng of tearful maids,
Aunts and cousins. My father called to us.

“ Go to the wall and lie down in the ditch.”

We slumped senseless and dumb like sacks of flour,
Huddling in the ditch like sheep in a storm.,

There was no heed, no sense of urgency.

There was no need to shufile to keep warm.

Outside in the street, fire engines went by,
With ringing bells and helmeted fire-men.
There was no water. The canals were dry.
“There is no water.” ““There is no water.”

Fire-watchers lined the street. There were no gaps.

A crowd of men and women with no homes,
With children on the lead and on the laps,
Painstakingly found no point to it all.

On that silent road fears had conquered fears,
Amid the falling flakes of charred debris,
From end to end they were shedding no tears,
But waiting, for what, perhaps for the rains.

A stolid mango tree nearby caught fire,
Steaming behind a shroud of puff-white smoke.
It stood stifled, with no smile and no speech.

No one smiled. No one stirred. And no one spoke.

My face turned to the sky, I saw the fire
Light a cross no larger than a {ull moon,
Floating free above the funeral pyre,
Incandescent over the doomed city.

Across the street collapsed the coffee shop.
Iis steel skeleton, molten, crumpled down.
Fire-engines went by again, did not stop.
There was no water. The canals were dry.
My cheeks were now dry. So were both my eyes,
Catching sight of darkness on the whiteness
Of my sister’s brow, and the auburn dyes
On my mother’s hair so near to my face,

I did not know how long I had lain there.

The rains did not come. The last planc was gone.
Between patches of light the sky was bare.

The all-clear siren had awakened the dawn.
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Country Of The Thai

I read with pleasure your report in your issue of Sept. 9 that the National Research
Council had turned down the proposed change by a certain well-known lawyer of the
name of Thailand back to its original name of Siam.

In my view we have called ourselves Thai from time immemorial. I do not know
the reason why we had used the name Siam to denote the name of the Thai country.

Thailand is the most appropriate name for the country of Thai.

As far as I know the change from Siam to Thailand did not have anything to do
with political reasons at all. I remember well that there was a big discussion in the
press concerning the change. Finally the House of Parliament adopted the new name
Thailand.

Even you did not divulge the name of that well-known lawyer, I could easily guess
who he was.

If that eminent lawyer had succeeded in changing the name of the country, the
next step he would do would be about the changing of the Thai dress from the present
international dress back to the former dress, the Indian dohti, the panung, with turn
up collar coat, long stockings and shoes!

1 heartily congratulate the National Research Council forits wiseand logical decision.

Furthermore, I should like to see 2 law enacted which would prohibit the use of
the word “* Siam” anywhere and in any way.

For instance, The Siam Society should be chianged to The Thailand Society.

FAIR PLAY
I am sure the correspondent ‘Fair Play’ is congratulating the wrong party because

the National Research Council did not decide to uphold the name Thailand in favour of
Siam. It merely gave the pros and cons as asked for by the Assembly and I do not
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see why the latter even bothered to go to the learned class since it had all along made
up its mind to adopt the name Thailand. The decision of the Assembly is meant to be
that of the people {or mass) and therefore final as far as we are concerned.

To bave Siam Society changed to the ‘ Thailand Society’ (actually this was tried
out in the 40’s) is ridiculous, because Thailand itself has no history. You cannot for
example look intelligent by making such pronouncements as ‘ Narai, King of Thailand’
or ‘Mongkut, King of Thailand’. And to say that Thailand is akin to our language is
wrong because in our language (or rather colloquially) it is and will remain Muang
Thai and not Thailand. The very air generated by the latter is that of the wooshy—
washy multi-coloured municipal fountains and plastic flowers which are so pleasing to
our contemporary mass.

With the very best of sentiments, the proposal that a law be enacted to ban the
word ‘Siam’ totally from our vocabulary in favour of * Thailand’, means the final act of
ungratefulness to historical achievements and to history {i.e. prior to 1932), the final
lack of the sense of culture and continuity.

. There might, of course, have been a trick behinde Fair Play’s letter so that people
like myself would have to write in protests on his behalf, or it might be the straight
forward case of Fair Play being really earnest and lacking fineness.

S. Jumsai na Ayutya.

S. Jumsai na Ayutia was, of course, wrong when he said that the Constituent

Assembly had agreed on the name ‘Thailand’ instead of ‘Siam’. [t did nothing
of the sort.

What it in fact did was merely to confirm that the official name of the country in
Siamese should still be khown as Prated Tai (tszenst’lny). It said nothing whatsoever
whether our country should officially be called Siam or Thailand in English, although
a few members touched on this point, all of whom agreed that the word Thailand is to
say the least difficult to pronounce. It gives no clue—neither * fish, fiesh, nor good red
herring.” It is a hybrid, mongrel word, where Thai is Siamese and /and is English. If
we want to be patriotic and pedantie, why not Muang Thai or Prated Tai.

Yet, lest someone take my last suggestion too seriously, we all must be reminded
that we cannot force other countries to call our own by what name we please. The
British will never call Germany “ Deutshland ™ ( an exact parallel) and the French will
never call “ Angleterre” England. Each country calls others by what name suits them
best and nobody has ever complained.

The word Siam has been known to the Farang since 1511 when the Portugunese
first came to Avutia. It was also used by our own and other Asian scholars, both
before and after that date. Rattarapafifia of Chiengmai is certainly one of the authori-
ties and Svamipasampadavat written in Ceylon, too, keeps on referring to Singhalese
Bnddhist monks who recieved higher ordination from Siamese Bhikkhus as Syamavamsa
Nikdya 1.e. monks of Siamese linage. Yet, historians of the late nineteen-thirties
accused King Mongkut of coining this word. Even if this were true, it certainly is
better than Thailand, which gur great American allies keep on pronouncing “ Thigh-
Jand”.

There must obviously be at least one good reason for a country to change its name.
Ghana is preferable to the Gold Coast, since the latier name reminds its citizens of
English language and British domination. This example is not unlike our own case,
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for Siam gave way to Thailand merely because the former name associates itself whit
the absolute regime. The so-called “ Democracy’ had been in existence for seven
years, yet none of its promises was fulfilled—there was still no free election, censorship
of the press was more and more severe etc. Hence those in power had to modernize
the country by giving it a new name, a new fashion for men and women (no more
panung and everyone had to wear a hat), a new language, as well as a new custom
(one should kiss one’s wife before going to work ). Indeed, as far as these politicians
were concenred, Siam did not exist; the country was only born on the 24th of June 1932,
because that date was regarded as the National Day !

This country was officially known as Prated Tai in Siamese and Thailand in English
in 1839. When the 1949 Constitution was being drafted, there was a debate on the
official name of the country. By the majority of four only the word Prated Tai was
retained ( of 40 members, 14 were for the change, 18 against it and 8 abstained). Yet
the Assembly unanimously agreed that the country should be known abroad as Siam
and dropped the word Thailand altogether. It unfortunately came back as an official
name of the country when the man who first introduced it returned to power after a
coup d’etat, and it remains with us ever since.

That man is now dead, the so-called National Day and the new Siamese language

of his are also dead with him. Yet, are we to tolerate the name of the country so
unwisely invented by him?

S. Sivaraksa

I should have consulted S. Sivaraksa before publishing my tirade against ‘Thailand’,
1 must admit straight away that he has completely enlightened me on matters concern-
ing the origin of the name Thailand, i.e., the age of the ridicule ete.

And I was delighted that S. Sivaraksa had reviewed some historical dealings between
Siam and other nations. But if we are to make any en passant remarks about Siam and
other historical nations, I think we should not by-pass our connections with Versailles
in the 1680°s with all those memorable embassies and diplomatic events,

Now of course, the French have gone out of their way to ridicule the name
“Thailand’ by calling us contemporary Siamese ‘ Thailandais’, which reminds me that
*Thighland’ as pronounced by some of our American friends is quite innocent and
almost forgivable in comparison. Although again, I am not sure, because 1 was once
approached and hocked by an enthusiastic European who called me out aloud:

‘ Thailander!’ (I was at that time somewhere in Europe and possibly somewhere slightly
1o the North.)

In the end however, I think that people like us homini pauci, are infinitely grateful
that despite ‘ Thailand’ we still remain a kingdom (even ‘ Kingdom of Thailand,” must
it be!) so that there are still some values left to make this nation livable,

S, Jumsai na Ayutva.

I have read 8. Sivaraksa's letler in vour column of 1st October 1965 with interest.
Your learned correspondent’s frank opinion of those who during that bloody regime
‘made this country officially known as PRATED TAI in Siamese and THAILAND in
English pleases my passionate young heart so much that I cannot help chiming in.
For, I for one, fully agree with S. Sivaraksa that the new Siamese language along with
the hideous mongrel word THAILAND should no longer exist to remind us of the man
who introduced them while believing himself none other than a great-great-great
grandson of Navesuan the Great.
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A good many Siamese and I would be greatly disappointed if any influential upstart
should ever find success in his attempts to abolish the word SIAM for which we have
a very soft place in our hearts.

Writer No Name

While T am in full agreement with Mr. Sulak Sivaraksa about the superiority of the
word Siam (as against the comical-sounding name Thailand), his letter { B’kok World,
Oct. 1) contains a rather substantial inaccuracy. After mentioning the fact that the
name Siam came back into official use with the 1949 Constitution, Mr. Sulak went on
to say that That Man ( who first introduced the word Thailand two and a bhalf decades
ago) then unfortunately * returned to power after a coup d'etat” and had the name
Siam re-annulled. Not quite correct. That Man was already back in powere -when
‘that 1949 debate was going on: as early as November, 1947, our Great Thailander had
resumed his public life (officially as Commander-in-Chief of the Army) via the coup
which overthrew the Thamrong Nawasawat Government. Five months later, in April
1948, Great Thailander was formally reinstalled Premier, after Kuang had been forced
-out at gun point.

So, Mr. Sulak still doesn’t know his political history—I severely reprimanded him,
in these pages some time ago, for failing to know it. That 1948-49 period was a little
complex: Great Thailander was back in power but he did not as yet have things all his
way. The House of Representatives still contained a large Kuang party, and the
Senate was very friendly to him. These two institutions in effect jointly drafted the
1949 Constitution. Hence those liberal features, of which the revival of the name
Siam was a symbol. And in the background stood the Navy, whose sullen neutrality
was rather inconvenient for our Great Thailander,

Pandit Sonakul
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*“The wicked ones, who are constantly
being born amongst us, are often dis-
tinguished by appearing as angels of light
and wit and intelligence, charming and
fascinating beyond usual mortal endow-
ments, appatently loving and always
exciting love among those who are of a
usually c¢ynical mature. In truth, they
appear most lovable and amiable, for it
is their diabolical genuis to be all things
to all men, grave among the grave, gay
ameng the gay, sympathetic in the com.
pany of those of sensibility, never openly
hostile or belligerent; flexible of temper-
ament, of an open countenance and
invariably possessed of great magnetism.”
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THE NEED FOR THE ROYAL FINE ARTS COMMISSION

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your recent letters. I am happy that you have taken up the question of
the Fine Arts Department making use of the more modern method in ‘ discovering’ and
analysing ancient cities. Khun Nid whom you have mentioned to Khun Dhanit in this
respect, is, of course, an excellent expert on aeriadl photographic analysis and one who has
a LOVE AND TASTE for such historical landmarks, something which is rare to find
amongst other qualificd academics. However, I must let you know straight away that
Khun Nid has already planned to carry out this aerial research work and publish the
complete inventory of all the ancient towns of Siam with a SEATO scholarship. Anyway,
the important point is that there should be such an inventory. As you know our country
side is literally scaitered with ancient cities complete with city walls and moats. The
inventory will surprise everyone on this point. It will further more establish a coherent
historical pattern out of these hitherto legendary cities an endless and most interesting
malerial ahead !

I am sending you with this letter an article entitled * Culture in Crisis,” in which I
argued that the present cultural destruction has very little to do with progress but that it
has everything to do with a general breakdown of the nation’s cultural environment and
the sense of historical continuity. The list of such destruction is endless. FEvery historical
town in the kingdom is having or has had its city walls bulldozed down. The case of
Nakorn Srithammaraj is a classic example of how almost nothing of the city’s past
grandeur is left to this generation. This unigue linear city had a monumental city wall
of some 500 metres long, Some twenty vears or so ago, the Governor pulled down nearly all
of the latter in the name of progress. The bricks were sold or used to build the town's
prison compound, the city walls became roads, etc. With only 200 metres left last year
the authority bulldozed down another section because what little that there was left of
history was still in the way of progress. In this case it was in the way of a puny
miserable bridge which could have been somewhere else quite easily.

So the struggle to preserve has to go on... But why should people like myself be so
desperately concerned with preserving the national heritage when there are the Society for
the Preservation of the National Culture, the Fine Arts Department, etc. I do not have
to tell you the useless proceedings of the former society’s Society with its time consumming
tea parties and its total lack of concern with the present nation-wide cultural destruction.
Did it ever care or know about the recent bulldozing down of the city walls of Nakorn
Srithammaraj, of those of Chiengmai or Petchaburi ?

Of the latter institution, you may probably know everything since you are an active
part of it. The main problem is, as you know, it is understaffed and completely neglected
Sfinancially except when it is forced to spend the millions on that monster of the National
Theatre! The Department is afraid to declare any more historical structures as National
Monuments { SunesSolununnm ) because as it is no one really respects the monuments under
its protection. A good example of thisis Chiengmai where the authority freely bulldozed
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down the city wall. The Department kept quiet until you yourself had to send a protest
note to Khun Dhanit, although again, there will now be the usual big compromise and
hush-hush so that in the end nothing will come out of it. Another infamous example is
the case of Petchaburi which surprisingly is an ancient town complete with city walls and
Sfortifications. Two or three years ago the Governor bulldozed down both the outer earth
wall and an inner wall of masonry and made them tnto roads. There was a big opening
occaston and to honour ‘history’ the Governor named the roads ‘The Old City Wall
Streets!’ These historical landmarks were listed and protected by law, but there was no
reaction from the Fine Arts Department. Now you probably know also about how and
who sold the city wall of Lopburt to the Chinamen in the 40’s. . ..

Indeed there are many more disheartening instances concerning the gemeral cultural
condition in which we, the new generation, have to make our best to survive! I shall try
not to convey Lo you too much melancholy on the cultural failure of Banghkok, but I must
report to you another related phenomenon.

Recently during one of those luncheons at a palace, I became involved in a heated
debate with a Prince — a debate which lasted for hours! The Prince, as you know,
is planning to pull down the left wing of the Ta Pra Palace to build in its stead a
modern block of classrooms for his Faculty of Historical Studies (nuslununa). Now there
are many more Government bodies which want to expand business on their existing sites
by pulling down the old palaces which they are occupying to make way for modern block
of offices. How then can this trend be checked if the Faculty of Historical Studies, an
institution directly related to the Fine Arts University AND the Department, plans to do
the same itself. Would a civilized country in Europe permit the pulling down of a palace
to make way for modern buildings? Of course everywhere there is this pressing need to
expand facilities and there is never enough space, but surely is the pulling doun of a
palace the real solution?

You know Bangkok is now an ugly and quite an anonymous town., It is a far ory from
the days when it could be called *Venice of the East’ or ‘City of Angels.” Our capital
has become ugly and our other cities are becoming equally anonymous because of the general
attitude that since we have so many old things we could be dispensed with many of them.
The truth is that so many of them have already been destroyed that what little we have
left should be preserved. I do not demand that every single historical structure or palace
be preserved! I am merely wishing that there would be that exira effort to appreciate
and preserve what little we have left in terms of cultural or historical environment.

It is so easy to destray but so difficult to preserve. Phya Anuman Rajadhon had to
fight so much to preserve the city wall of Bangkok so that in the end we can have a small
Jragment of it left tosee. But you know someone has to fight even at the prospect of
achieving very little.  Not many people appreciate how even a little fragment of that city
wall in front of the Chalerm Thai Cinema and the corner fortification at Pra Athit Road
had to be desperately feught for! And what about the Royal Barges? At one time they
have nearly disappeared as well, simply because the authority wanted the miserable shed
in which they were housed, for a saw-mill! Again, the same person fought for them.
Everything is taken for granted and people like Phya Anuman and the few of us (who
Sfought on so many fronts and who never knew leisure ) are passed as eccentrics when we
protest and want to preserve so that some sense of historical continuity could be handed
down to the next generation,
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Surprisingly, the young students I have talked to are sensitive to the idea of preserving
such historical environments. Many are Fine Arts and Architectural students who go in
for modern architecture and modern painting in a big way. They are therefore much
more forward-looking than the immediate past generation. This confirms the belief that
Mr. Porter McCray had when he told me that the new generation has become * reactionary’
in taste!

About Mr. Porter McCray who came here to comment and sponser the plans of the
Modern Art Gallery. FEverything went well as he himself is architect by training. The
guestion of Ayutya also went well and from the top of the Prang of Wat Rajburanag we
looked down and agreed that the project of the historical park needs wery little doing.
The main problem of course is to stop the present speculative encroachment. I shall soon
Sormulate a pilot-project of this, get it accepted and published, and have it sent to the
John D. Rockefeller’s Fund or to the main Foundation. Inthe long runof coursethe project
can onlyworkif it is carried out by our own effort and finance because it has to be a continuous
and a life-time effort. However, an outside grant may get this kind of project started.
It could be regarded as a political gesture if you like, so that the natives will become
indignant ... But more important, the pilot-project will present them with a kind of
possibility which they could never have otherwise formulated out of the present pathetic
environment.

You may or may not know that we here are planning to form the Royal Fine Arts
Commission. Such an institution would be concernd with the question of the cultural
environment and to be comprehensive, with questions like whether those neo-classical shops
along the Klong Lord should be listed under the National Trust or not, whether a part of
Bamrung Muang Road should be preserved or whether the concreting-over of the old
canal in front of the National Theatre is permissable, etc.

To be effective and constantly regenerated with a sense of urgency such a body must be
semi-governmental. It must consist of a hard core of intellectuals, artists, architects and
urbanists who may or may not be civil servants but who, at any rate, do not have the
latter's image of nonchalence and aofficialdom. They would in turn work closely under the
general direction of experienced people like Phya Amuman Rajadhon who while
commanding respects of the Government hierarchy have a sense of continuity and confidence
in the young generation.

There is a great chance of the Royal Fine Arts Commission being established. The
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Interios is known to be deeply interested in this scheme
and to have promised some kind of legislative backing.

So a meeting to work out this scheme will soon be held and some of our friends have
dready studied the charters of the Royal Fine Arts Commission and the National Trust
in England as well as the National Trust in America. In our case it cannot afford to wait
much longer in face of the present pattern of cultural wrecklessness.

S. Jumsai na Ayutya
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n B INTERNATIONAL BOOK SERVICE

The Asia Educational Press Co., Lid,

221, Sukhumvit Road, Bangkapl, Bangkok.

Posi Office Box: 2398 Cables: AEF Bangkok.
Telephone: Bangkok 57477,

PENGUIN BOOKS

Splendid news for you,

By arrangement with Penguin Books Ltd, England, we
have been appointed Penguin stockists in Thailand.

Over 3,000 Penguins — all titles — are now in stock,
New titles will arrive every month,

Each month we shall distribute to customers free copies
of Penguin Book News which gives full details of all new Penguin,
Pelican & Puffin Books. To receive your free copy of Penguin Book
News, simply send us your name and address and it will be included in our
mailing list.

Change of Address,

We have now moved to larger, more convenient premises in Bangkapi.
Good parking — Air-Conditioned for your comfort — open 8:30 AM.
to 7:30 P.M. Monday to Saturday.

Situated Between Soi 15 & 17
visit us today.
you will not be disappointed.

YOURS SINCERELY,
KENNETH METHOLD

Managing Director
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Asian Economic Development
Cranley Onslow, Editor. ( Weidenfield & Nicolson )
London 243 pp. 36 s

The editor has requested six leading
Asian economists to write studies of their
countries’ postwar economic development
and they are assembled in Part I of this
volume. Part Il consists of a comparative
analysis of the evidence presented and 2
general normative discussion of the major
economic assumptions upon which econo-
mic policy has been based. While the six
countries — Burma. Ceylon, India, Malaya,
Pakistan and Thailand - are said to have
been selected because they form a con-
tiguous area accounting for about three
guerters of non-Communist Asia, the
design of the editor may have been to
contrast the policies and performance
of 2 group of relatively controlled as
compared to relatively free economies.
In the concluding analysis, e places India
and Malaya at the poles, with the former
rzpresenting comprehensive direction of
the allocation of resources and the latter
intervention limited to the essentizl
services and ordering of the policies for
private enterprise. Burma, Pakistan and
Ceylon are situated in the continuum
close to India and Thailand’s partial plan-
nirg and market orientation correspond
closely to Malaya. Except for Thailand,
the countries share the common legacy
of prewar British colonial rule, and
although the effect of this experience is
curiously neglected in the country studies
it may also have affected the selection by
Mr. Onslow, a British diplomat and poli-
tical economist,

The volume is noteworthy by virtue
of its distinguished Asian authorship, It
is refreshing to find the first published
account in English of the postwar econo-
mic development of Thailand by a Thai
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economisi, particularly as the author is
Dr. Puey Ungphakorn, eminent as the
principal architect of the successful post-
war economic policies of Thailand. Pro-
fessor V.K.R.V. Roa, member of the
Indian Planning Commission, frames his
discussion in terms of the successive
Five- Year Plans and concludes that India
has broken out of the traditional paitern
of stagnation and may “ take -off” before
the end of the decade.

Dr. Tun Wai of the IMF and {or-

merly a lecturer at Rangoon University, -

on the other hand, assays Burma's postwar
economic developmeni as unsatisfactory
with gloomy prospects unless the lessons
of part experience are used to fashion new
policies; he worte before Ne Win’s in-
exorable pursuitof the “ Burmese W ayto
Socialism” made Western trained Burmese
econtomists appreciate refuge in the inter-
national organizations. Dr. Gamani Corea,
Director of Economic Research of the
Central Bank of Ceylon, candidly relates
Ceylon’s retarded growth to the primacy
of social and political odjectives and the
absence of a systematic ‘‘drive for develop-
ment.”” Professor Nurul Islam of Decca
University identifies agricultural stagna-
tion as the impediment to reasonable
growth in Pakistan but he finds encovrag-
ing signs in the performance of the last
several vyears, the freeing of private
industry, and the pragmatic approach to
development planning.

The deliberate policy of the Malayan
government that development should be
primarily by private enterprise is similar
to Thailand and its growth rate according
to Mr. Lim Chong Yah of the University
of Malaya, although subject to external
instability, is almost as high as Thailand
and well sbove all other countries repre-
sented in this comparative study.

@oh

The editor concludes with a lengthy
comparative essay in which he attempts
to find order in the diverse country studies
by focusing upon ‘“‘major theoretical
economic assumptions™ such as develop-
ment planning, heavy industry, economic
independence, agriculture and foreign aid.
In drawing conclusions he introduces
additional materials to demontrate his own
policy preferences. India is used to
illustrate the wrong road to development
with 1its socialist- nationalist policies,
controlled economy, heavy reliance on
heavy public
autarky, etc.

industry, tendency to

While the editor’s views generally
coincide with official Thai policies, fram-
ing economic assumptions in & compara-
tive framework is a useful means of pro-
voking their reexamination. For instance
in consideration of Investment and
Growth, he sees evidence of an *invest-
ment cult,” Because investment magni-
tudes are the easiest handle for the
macro - planners, efforts to raise the
guantum of investment divert attention
from improving its productivity. This
results in transferring resources from the
private to the public sphere, where non-
productive or ill- conceived projects and
the disincentive to private capital forma-
tion create adverse income effects. Is
there evidence of an “investment cult”
in Thailand and what is the optimum
balance between private and public
investment ?

To cite other examples, the editor
in his consideration of Economic Indepen-
dence and Export Policy, deplores the
tendency toward autarky caused by a
reaction against colonialism and the
allegedly unsatisiactory markets for pri-
mary products. The couniry essays clearly
indicate the dificulty of planning in



export oriented economies and the hazards
of miscalevlation; Burma based a gran-
-diose development plan on Korean war
rice prices. Even Mr. Lim Chong Yah
feels that it makes little difference who
is in power "in Kuala Lumpur; if the
U.S.A. sneezes, Malaya will still catch
influenza” (p. 109). Nevertheless com-
parative advantage has been largely
responsible for the relative prosperity of
Malaya and Thailand and diversification
has occured in the primary field where
normal  economic forces have been
encouraged to operate by liberal official
policies.

Economic development plans, especi-
ally their aggregate dimensions, are pro-
minently discussed in the country studies
but there is a disturbing failure to analyze
their effectiveness. In some studies plans
appear as incarnations of national aspira-
tions rather than as vehicles for realizing
specified goals. There is a full page com-
parison of investment allocations under
three Burmese plans, only one of which
was partially implemented, without any
reference to actual investment (p. 12).
The real patterns of economic growth or
stagnation are more important than paper
documents and even where performance
has been correlated with plans the causal
relation is ignored. The editor distin-
guishes between planning and administra-
tion, by which he means direct control
over large sectors of the national economy.
Tronically there is increasing recognition
of the effectiveness and perhaps superio-
rity of the limited or sectoral planning of
the relatively free economies compared to
the more sophisticated techniques of the
relatively planned economies.

Theoretical problems of ecocomic
development are omitted and many funda-
mental factors are lightly touched upon

in this volume, It is essentially a review
of postwar economic progress and policies
and the lessons to be derived from this
experience. While the editor’'s observa-
tions on particular subjects appear sound
to the reviewer, his extreme laissez-faire
position leads to some unwarranted con-
clusions such as the assertion that “official
policies have almost certainly obstructed
progress” (p. 226) or that the only alter-
native is for the developed countries to
use tied- aid to discipline the developing
countries, Nevertheless, whether based
on his own comparative analysis or that of
the editor, the Thal reader will find
evidence of the wisdom of the liberal
economic policies adopted during this
period in Thailand.

Laurence D, Stifel
National Economic Development Board

Conflict in Laos
by Arthur J. Dommen, ( Pall Mall Press,) London
1964, xiv + 330 pages. 30 s,

The subtitle of the book under
review is “The Politics of Neutralization’,
and it traces in great detail, and with very
fair clarity (in view of the enormous
complexity of the story it relates) the
astonishing sequence of events (con-
{erences, coups, shifts of allegiance and,
of course, fighting} which lead up to the
present stalemate of opposed principles
and forces in Laos. The tale Mr. Dommen
has to tell is surely the ultimate demon-
stration of how the accidents of geography
(the greatest unalterable ‘given’ in
politics) can implicate a country and a
people in a struggle which, save for their
worldly leaders, know virtually nothing
of those far- reaching implications, and
who themselves deserve nothing of the
sirife which has torn their country for so
many years, even if they themselves are

aca



obliged to be the instruments of it. It is
an admirable feature of this book, which,
although rather dully written, has a
certain gripping quality—almest thriller—
like in places, that the work of evaluation
and appraisal of policies and motives of
the Pathet Lao, the Vietnamese, the
governments of the great powers and
whoever, at a particular stage of the
story holds the reins of government in
Vientiane, is left until the end of the
book. In his chapter entitled ‘ The Flawed
Bastion’, the author sets out a number of
penetrating criticisms of the handling of
the situation in Laos by the US Govern-
ment, the reluctant successor to France
as the primary Western influence in Laos.
Most deserved of these criticisms is surely
the exposure of the astonishing ‘in-figh-
ting” within the ranks of the various
American missions to Laos and the
apparent impotence of the American
Ambassador to co-ordinate, along the
lines of a common policy, the strivings of
the CIA, the State Department and the
military: e.g. the support given by the
CIA to Generza] Poumi upon his giving up
the Premiership at the end of 1959 {page
127). A futher telling reproach is made
by the author in his evaluation of the
American aid programme, the major effect
of which was “to exacerbate the dispari-
ties between the haves and have-nots’,
scarcely anything having been done to
improve the lot of the people of Laos
themselves, who, after all, live in the hills
and valleys, far from Vientiane, where the
private appurtenances of modern Western
living became more and more apparent in
the hands of those nearest to the source
of aid. One has the uneasy feeling that
much aid is given in the sort of spirit
that one is sometimes encouraged to
invoke in being pressed to buy a ticket
for a charity concert—that if one buys the
ticket one is doing a good thing, regard-

aod

less of whether one intends or is able
actually to attend the concert: one’s
intention may in fact be represented as
of no consequence and indeed irrelevant
to one’s ‘buying the ticket! While it
would perhaps be unfair to say that the
principle of minimum force to which the
US Government has bound itself in Laos
has in turn been complemented by the
principle of minimum aid, it should be
said, though the author does not do so in
as many words, that though the quantum
of minimum force (and hence expendi-
ture) is mnecessarily undetermined, a
better thought—out aid programme looking
beyond the needs of the immediate
present could well have been showing
dividends in terms of minimising the
likelihood of being obliged to step up
effort in the military assistance field to
safeguard the principle of minimum force.

There are two small maps in this
book, but a large—scale fold out map
showing roads and trails would enhance
its other good qualities immensely, and
make the text itself easier to follow, as
would a schedule of principae events in
fabular form. This is nevertheless a very
comprehensive book recommended for
the reader who is interested both in an
account in depth of what actually
oceurred and of what ‘neutralizaiion’ can
mean and be represented to mean in the
mouths and minds of those whose respon-
sibility it is determine the fate of small
nations.

James Young
The British Club, Bangkek
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