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INTERPRETING THE HISTORY
OF THE FIFTH REIGN

David K. Wyatt

lwo

The forty-twa year reign of King Chula-
longkorn is a period of the most profound
significance for modern Thailand. The
Fifth Reign saw a dramatic transformation
in almost every aspect of Thai national life;
and the permanent changes made in Thai
governmental institutions, no less than in
the structure and composition of the society
and economy, still in many ways bear the
imprint both of that great king’s and his
ministers’ reforming ideas and of the
pressures of the times in which he lived.
These is little disputing the real import of
the changes thus introduced, but the mannef
of iheir conception and execution does
present serious problems of interpretation
which are more difficult for the fact that
so little serious detailed historical reseach
on the Fifth Reign has been completed.

In addition to the conduct and resolu-
tion of Thailand’s external affairs during the
high tide of European imperialism, one theme
which figures prominently inall accounts of
the period is the work of domestic moderni-
zation which culminated in the 1890
with the reorgan cation of the central
administration and the subsequent reform of
the system of provincial administration. In
discussing and interpretting these develop-
ments, most Western historians have focused
their attention upon the work of European
advisers and on the inhibiting influence of
Thai domestic politics. A close examination
of the process of educational reform during
the Fifth Reign suggests that this emphasis
1s misplaced, and that the process of reform
and modernization in the Fifth Reign can-
not be viewed exclusively in terms of Thai
resistence to European political imperialism
and externally-imposed reform.



Two developments stand out in the
history of the reign which are not accounted
for in the conventional interpretations. First,
a great deal of attention has been paid to the
series of important reforms instituted in the
years 1873-74, immediately following Chu-
lalongkorn’s second coronation as King in
his own right. A beginning was made in
abolishing the system of slavery, the practice
of prostration in the royal presence was done
away with, some legal reforms and major
financial reforms were undertaken, and the
Privy Council and Council of State, embryo-
nic new political institutions, were inaugu-
rated. In 1875, however, the processes of
reform ground to an almost complete halt,
and they did not resume mementum until
the later 1880’s: the consultative councils
ceased to meet, no new major reform
decrees were promulgated, and many of
the new institutions created just a few
years earlier ceased to function. In the
mid-" eighties, as an older generation of
Ministers of State began to die and pass
from public office, the work of reform picked
up almost where it had left off a decade
earlier, to culminate after a period of fren-
zied preparation in the reorganization of

1892, and thereafter steadily to accellerate
throuvgh to the end of the reign. Most
accounts of the reign have failed to notice
this rhythm of reform, although surely its
understanding is crucially important. Why
did reform completely cease for a period of
ten years? The British and American
diplomatic records and some Thai docu.
ments recently published (1} make it quite
clear that the uneven pace of reform was
determined by a political rhythm, The
reforms of the early °seventies provoked a
conservative reaction which was so strong
as to halt further reforms until the most
prominent of the old conservative statesmen
had passed from the scene, For the most
part, this resistence was an honest one,
maintained out of a sincere belief that
fundamental change in Thailand’s political,
legal, and administrative institutions was
not required to forestall further European
encroachments on Thai sovereignty. It had
the effect, however, of delaying urgently-
required defensive and self-strengthening
reform; and the conservative leadership of
some nobles seems to have been sufficent to
retard the willingness of much of the bureau-

"1



cratic elite to send their sons to be
prepared by modern education for the
modernizing tasks which lay ahead.(2)
These two eflects reinforced each other:
permanent reform started late, and laboured
under a severe handicap from the lack
of trained men available for the specialised
tasks of the new, modern bureaucratic
institutions. Implicitly and explicitly the
reforms of the ‘nineties often have been
criticised for the inefficient manner in
which some of the new ministries worked,
for the old-style behaviour of some of the
men who were in charge or them, and
for the semi-nepotism of the King in
appointing 50 many of his own royal bro-
thers to positions of great responsibility (33
Some of this criticism is justified, but most
of it is also uninformed. Reform was
ineflicient because it was late and desperately
hurried; many old men persisted in high
office because new men were not ready;
and the royal princes were prominent in
the new administration because, better
then most young men of their generation,
they were prepared for their new responsi-
bilities by education and experience. Asa
group, .they were remarkable hy any
standard.

The work of King Chulalongkorn’s
ministers, however, frequently has been
overshadowed in Western account by the
attention paid to the work of numerous
foreign advisers who served the Thai Govern-
ment, especially after 1892. Many of them
were influential, their ideas often were
important, and they were involved in a
great many important tasks. Although
imposed a few of them may have been
on the Thai Government for political
reasons, most of them were hired for
specific teasons, for particular skills they
possessed  which the Thai Government,
owing to a severs shortage of trained man-
power, wished to utilise. The policy fo

wls

hiring such advisers was Thai, and the
decisions hoth on the work it was intended
they should accomplish and on the measures
they recommended were political and ad-
ministrative decisions of the King and his
ministers. Ultimate responsibility for the
reforms belonged squarely to them, and not
to the advisers, The work of J. G. D.
Campbell in the Ministry of Public Instruc-
tion is a good example of this fact; and is
particularly appropriate as an illustration, as
Campbell’'s book, Siam in the Twentieth
Century, Being the Experiences and Impres-
sions of a British Official ( London, 1902),
has been used extensively by Western his-
torians of the period, The decision to hire
Campbell in 1899 grew out of a lengthy
correspondence between the King and
Chaophraya Phrasadet Surentharathibodi,
the Thai Minister in London, in the course
of which discussions of Siam’s lack of trained
manpower and the shape of future educa-
tional policies featured prominently. (4)
Some of Campbhell’s suggestion were used to
reinforce similar ideas already current in the
Ministry; and the Minister, Chaophraya
Phatsakorawong (Phon Bunnag), used
Campbell’s recommendations to force the
Ministry of Finance to allocate much-needed
funds for some projects, particularly in the
field of English secondary education. The
King and others among his advisers,
however, were more acutely anxious about
mass primary and specialised vocational
education, and not as sympathetic to the
gentlemanly, elitist projects of Campbell as
he wished; and Campbell left Siam on the
expiration of his contract in 1903, (5’
Eventually he was replaced by W.G. John-
son, who long had worked in the school of
the Ministry, was fluent in Thai, understood
Thai educational problems and opportuni-
ties, and sympathetic to educational policies
which were closer to those of the King and
more appropriate to the real needs of
Siam early in the twenticth century,



Campbell’s and Johnson’s expertise was of
considerable aid in the development of
modern Thai education, but the decisions on
educational policy and on the implementa-
tion of specific programme remained firmly
where it belonged, with the King and his
Ministers. Responsibility and credit for
the reforms, and for the school which by
1910 enrolled 83,966 pupils, belongs prima-
rily to them, Western-language accounts
of the reforms generally have heen based on
the writings of the advieors #d of thos
foreigners in Bangkok on whom the advisers
daily vented their frustrations. The advi-
sers rarely credited the King and his Mi-
nisters with the policy which had resulted
in their own appointments, and they seldom
understood the enormous obstacles to the
full implementation of their recommenda-
tions. Working in a single ministry, they
neglected to consider the fact that other
ministries also were clamouring for funds
for projects which they deemed vital to
the nation’s security and development
and they failed to do justice to the
heartbreaking task of the King in balancing
the competing priorties of modernization.

Both the political rhythm of the reign
and the work and role of the foreign advi-
sers serve to illustrate a critical accomplish-
ment of King Chulalongkorn for which he
commonly has not been given credit. The
King had to work in times that were
extremely difficult. Being firmly committed
personally to reform and vitally convinced
of its importance to the survival of the
nation, he had to battle and overcome the
.resistence to change and modernization.
This was a slow, painful, and delicate task,
to which few men would have been equal,
He accomplished it with great skill, consums-
mate patience, supreme determination, and
a single-minded dedication, to the ultimate
good of the nation. Better than any of his
contemporary critics, he had a full appreci-
‘ation of the difficulties he faced and the

dangers he had to overcome. From his
nation and people he won the participation
in, commitment to, and support for his
cause which ultimately were to bring him
and it success. The true measure of the
greatness of King Chulalongkorn is more
readily seen when viewed against the
background of the difficulties he overcame
and the responsibilitics he assumed. He
truly was a rare and great man and King.
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University, 1966, pp. 378-84, and 390.406, based on
the Fifth Reign records in the National Archives
Bangkok.
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Some Observations on New Directions in Thai Buddlism

In the issue of the Social Science Review commemorating the hundredth anniversary
of the death of King Mongkut, it seems fitting and proper to glance briefly at some of the
more significant developments within Thai Buddhism today. As is well known there have
been few leaders in the history of the Thai nation who have had a greater concern for the
religious well-being of the people than King Mongkut. In particular he was committed
to the regeneration and revitalization of the Sangha along the lines of the Theravida
tradition’s essential teachings and practices. Although the Dhammayutika sect which he
Sounded did not depart radically from the Mahanikaya, it fostered a broad stimulus to
reform. A century later new developments and reforming tendencies within Thai
Buddhism have arisen. It is to a brief examination of them that we turn our attention.

Donald K. Swearer
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The casual outside observer of Thai
Buddhism is liable to be so overwhelmed by
its traditional aspects that he fails to look for
new directions or potential for change
within it, The hierarchically structured
and highly organized Sangha seems to epito-
mize the sociologists’ claim that ecclesiastical
institutions are conservers of tradition, and
village Buddhism is so impregnated with
animistic and Brahmanical elements that it
appears to offer scant hope of significant
encounter with a changing world. Despite
such justifiable observations about Thai
Buddhism there are several current develop-
ments which point to the possibility of
Three of these
are Buddhist higher education, monastic
training program in community development

I'and a reforming movement centering about
the figure of Bhikkhu Buddhadasa.

significant new directions.

For over a decade the two Buddhist
Universities, Mahamakut and Mahachula-
longkorn, have been making strides toward
modernizing their institutions. If we take
Mahachulalongkorn as an example we find
a significant broadening of the curriculum
beyond the traditional courses in Pali, Thai
and Buddhist doctrine and practice. Within
the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Welfare courses are offered in sociology,
hygiene, economics, government and law as
well as studies in art and archaeology,
geography, history and Southeast Asia, This
broadening of the curriculum and expansion
of the teaching staff to include teachers from
government universities and various profes-
sional services represent an effort to respond
to the felt need of epuiping Buddhist monks
with a scope of knowledge more relevant to
the contemporary world. As Phra Maha




Prayuddha, the Assistant Secretary General
of the University points out, in the past
Buddhist monksand laymen had an intimate
rapport with each other because the milieux
in which they lived was much the same;
however,'today the widening gap between
the life of the laymen, (especially in urban
areas), and the Bhikkhu demands that
monks receive a more widely guaged educa-
tion. “Jt is not,” asserts Phra Maha
Prayuddha, “that we are trying to secularize
the Buddhist monk, Rather we are attemp-
ting to restore his traditional place as
religious leader and guide of the people.”
In a sermon on the social responsibilities of
the monks he has stated: “Besides their
own peculiar duties toward the goal of
self -enlightenment, monks are bound with
many social obligations to serve their
community and to render reasonable
services for the benefit of the layman’s
society’”, For this service they must be
educated and trained.

Conscientious graduates from Maha-
chutalongkorn Buddhist University such as
Phra Maha Prayuddha are ‘‘modern”
Bhikkhus in the sense that they are convincad
the Sangha can survive in today’s world
only if it studies and understands the ways
of the world. Otherwise they feel that
Buddhism will become an irrelevant part of
Thailand’s heritage rather than being in-
volved in a living present. To help fulfill
its aims the University supports a number
of programs other than its University
faculties. For example there is the Buddhist
Sunday School Movement which was begun
at Mahachulalongkorn in 1958 now provi-
ding religious instruction from approxima-
tely fifteen hundred students between the
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ages of six and twenty-five. The University
also sponsors a program to encourage its

graduates to take teaching positions inrural
areas. At present there are nearly ffty

graduates serving in twenty-three provinces.

The changes at the Buddhist Univer-
sities have not been made without criticism,
nor have they always been successful.
Despite disclaimers and vexing problems,
however, the progress of monastic higher
education is one of the important keys to a
relevant and enlightened Buddhism in
Thailand.

A second encouraging development
within Thai Buddhism has heen the institu-
tion of monastic training programs in social
welfare and rural uplift, Of these the most
publicized has been instituted by Phra
Kitthiwuttho through the Abhidhamma
TFoundation of Wat Mahadbhatu. Through
this program nearly one thousand monks
have been brought to Bangkok from the
provinces to participate in training programs
lasting from three to six months. Although
these programs have centered on the training
of monks for the propagation of Buddhism
they have also included courses in the
practical aspects of community development.
Of special concern has been the most under-
developed areas of Thailand, in particular
the Northeast,

To supplement this training program
Phra Kitthiwuttho has also founded a
“Schaoo! for the Propagation of Buddhism ™
in Chonburi Province planned eventualiy to
accommaodate approximately fifteen hundred
monks and novices from elementary through
This school is in its first
year of operation and is in the midst of a
large building program with wide public

university levels.



support. One of the aims of this school is
to educate monks in such a manner that
their commitment to the propagation of
Buddhist through the Sangha will not
waver.

Although the program of the Abhidam-
ma Foundation, Wat Mahadhatu, is the best
known, there are others, Of special mention
is that of Mahaculalongkorn Buddhist
University. Begun in 1966 it conducts
training on two levels, for monk graduates
of the Buddhist Universities and for monks
selected by provincial authorities who have
at least the Nak Dhama III. Training in-
cludes not only subjects dealing specifically
with Buddhism but public health, community
development, vocational promotion, village
leadership development, public relations and
applied psychology. Training includes not
only classes in Bangkok but field work in
Ubol-Rajdhani Province. Plans are being
made to establish coordinant training pro-
gram in provincial monasteries such as Wat
Phra Singh in Chiengmai.

These training programs to encourage
the participation of monks in the area of
community development have not been
without their detractors. In particular Phra
Kitthiwuttho, partly because of the scope of
his program, has been criticized for being
overly *political ”.  Despite such criticism,
however, there can be little doubt that the
informed engagement of the monk with
Thailand’s economic and social problems
will prove to have significant consequences
for the future of the Buddhist Sangha.
Programs such as those sponsored by Maha-
chulalongkorn Buddhist University and the
Abhidhamma Foundation of Phra Kitti-
wuttho should bring about a new relevancy
of Buddhism to the Thai nation and a

valuable inter-play between religion and
society, the Sangha and the State.

The third new direction and the one
with the most important long range con-
sequences for the development of Buddhist
thought in Thailand is represented by
Bhikkhu Buddhadasa and the movement
which has grown up around him. Buddha-
dasa, abbot of Wat Pradhatu in Chaiya, has
for the past decade focused his energy on
the establishment of a forest hermitage about
four kilometers outside of Chaiya. There
he has built a center which expresses his
concern for a Buddhism reflecting the
essential teachings of the Buddha in a way
appropriate to a world of mass media
communication. In addition to individual
dwelling places for nearly forty monks set
in the midst of natural surroundings, two
main buildings are being constructed —one
as a museum and library and the other as a
“spiritual theater ”. The inside of the latter
is covered with various kinds of paintings
from the Theravada and Mahiyana tradi-
tions and from other religions as well. Set
in the outside walls are a number of bas-
reliefs' reproduced from structures at the
earliest Indian Buddhist centers of Sanchi,
Barhut and Amaravati. When finished the
building will also serve as a lecture halt and
theater for the teaching of Buddhism
through a variety of audio-visual aids.

Through the art work in the theater
Buddhadasa tries to convey the essential
elements of Buddhism: our existence in
the world is characterized by attachment,
attachment produces suffering, can be over-
come only when we are freed from the
acquisitiveness of self. The two principal
themes Buddhadasa elaborates as he guides a
person through the theater is the nature and
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consequence of attachment to the world of
things and the goal beyond that toward
which Buddhism points the way. Surpris-
ingly enough, the Pali term used most by
Buddhadasa to describe that goal is Suninia
or the Void symbolized by a huge white
circle which dominates the hall. Suiifia is
not a negative concept but represents that
very real and positive state of Being which
Buddhism holds cut as the goal of the salva-
tion quest. As the Void or Emptiness it
represents the opposite of a condition of
attachment to objects. It is objectless,
beyond all the polarities and distinctions
which characterize our mudane world of
ordinary levels of understanding. The
ultimate reality of Buddhism, as of every
other religion, contends Buddhadasa, is
beyond human verbalization. Like many a
Christian mystic as well as Indian and
Chinese sage, he asserts that the ultimately
rea)] isbeyond conceptualization. This theme
is expressed in many of the early Indian
reliefs used by Buddhadasa. In them one
finds a consistent refusal to anthropomor-
phize the Buddha in recognition of his
insistence that he was not to become an
object of attachment. Nothing, even the
great teacher himself, can be venerated as
ultimately real.

The extensive use of the earliest forms
of Buddhist art in India emphasize the
particularity of the Buddha, his genuine
teachings and the beginnings of the tradition.
Buddhadasa contends that many of the later
developments within Buddhism are extran-
eous or even antithetical to the genuine
teaching and intention of the Buddha. It
must be recognized, he insists, that even the
Pali canon is a later extension of the earliest
tradition. He is especially eritical of those

&b

Theravada teachers who would make the
much venerated Abhidhamma literature
normative for orthodox Theravada belief.
Likewise he is a consistent critic of many of
the teachings and practices within Thai
Buddhism ranging from an undue emphasis
on a physical interpretation of Kamma and
Samsara to the practice of fortune-telling by
Buddhist monks.

Buddhadasa’s concern for the integrity
of the particularity of genuine Buddhism is
matched by his conviction of its universal
truth. The fundamental problem of human
existence is attachment which leads to pride,
selfishness and egoism. Since religion’s
basic concern is with human existence, it
must aim to solve the problem of attachment.
The Buddha set out to accomplish this task.
He discovered and taught a way to salvation,
a new life characterized by non-attachment
and freedom. Buddhism, affirms Buddha-
dasa, is untrue to itself when it fails to teach
the universal truth which its founder
intended to be taught. Buddhadasa finds this
truth expressed in a variety of forms not at
all limited to Theravada Buddhism. He
has a profound appreciation for various
aspects of Mahaydna Buddhism, has tran-
slated some Mahayana Sutras into Thai, and
also employs both Japanese and Chinese art
in his spiritual theater. He does not limit
himself to the Buddhist tradition, however,
but finds in the other great religions of the
world a similar concern to free men from
attachment to the world of objects and
things.

For all of its seeming aloofness from
the world, Buddhadasa’s forest hermitage
has a peculiar sense of relevancy about it.
The theater and library are aimed at



propagating Buddhism in a way which will
engage the aftention of people of ages.
There is no elaborately expensive but little
used Buddhist temple. The temple, rather, is
the top of a small knoll with trees as pillars
and a canopy of leafy branches as a roof,
The monks live in small, inexpensively
constructed, one room dwellings and spend
most of the day in manual labor. Not only
do they maintain the extensive property but
they help in the construction of new
buildings and assist in the numerous artistic
projects of the center. The monks, therefore,
act as both artists and artisans and seem to
be filled with a sense of the mission of the
center’s founder.

Buddhadasa, in our opinion, is a
reformer in the most profound sense of that
word. That is, he wishes 10 restore the
eternally valid truths of early Buddhism in
a way that will be meaningful and relevant
for the people of Thailand today. His
approach has won a number of followers

and admirers among them being the well-
known monk, Pafifiananda and Khun
Sunya Dharmasakti, the President of the
Thailand Buddhist Association. Although
Buddhadasahas won animportant following,
the impact of his approach has not yet made
itself felt on a wide scale. Even so he has

already become an important catalyst for
change.

We have pointed to three elements
within Thai Buddhism that have the poten-
tial for creating significant and decisive
developments for the progress of Buddhism
in Thailand. Given some of the directions
toward which these developments seem to
point, there is good reason why Thailand
could become the center of & Theravada
Buddhism marked by a new intellectual
vigor, social relevancy and an ecumenical
vitality that could become an inspiration
not only for Buddhist Asia but for the West
as well.
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BULLETIN OF SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES.
14cm. X 21fcm. 1966, 288pp. 2 endpaper maps M$8.50

ANGKOR: An Introduction

by G. coepes

‘.. the reader interested in Angkor will find this book an invaluable addi-
tion to his library’.

Rovar CeENTRAL AsiAN SoCIETY JOURNAL
12dcm. X 18cm. 1967. 126pp. frontispiece, 24 plates 2 maps M$4.50

HANDBOOK AND CHART OF
SOUTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY

by J.M. PLUVIER

Brief notes on each territory during the period from 1782 up to the pre-
sent day, followed by lists of rulers and administrators, are presented in this
self-contained book, which truly, is a must for all students of history,

12cm. X 21fcm. 1967. opp., 3 maps, I chart M$s5.00

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS,
P.O. Box 282, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Pustaka Ilmu

THE ORIGINS OF MALAY NATIONALISM
by W.R. ROFF

This is a comprehensive book on the slow growth of communal, ethnic
and national feeling among the peninsular Malays during the first four
decades of this century and the expression of this feeling on veluntary
associations of a potentially nationalist nature,
154cm. X 234cm., 1967, 327 pages, M$1o.00

THE GOLDEN KHERSONESE
by ». WHEATLEY

Professor Wheatley has made this book both a compendium and a critical
account of the historical geography of the Malay Peninsula from the dawn
of history to the coming of the Europeans to South East Asia.

13fcm. X 21}cm., 1966, 324 pages, 48 maps & 5§ diagrams, bibliography,
M$10.00

Sole Distributor: Oxford University Press
P.0. Box 282, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA PRESS
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THE THAI SILK CO,, LTD.

JAMES H.W. THOMPSON
Managing Director

Hand -woven Silks & Brocades
FTOL.ES, BLOUSES, SPCRT SHIRTE, NECKTIES
CUMMERBUNDS AND THE LARGEST SELECTION

OF BILKE BY THE YARD IN BANGKOK

THE COMPANY THAT MADE THAI SILK WORLD FAMOUS

NEWPREMISES 9 SURAWONGSE ROAD
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The Opening Of The Wisdom-Eye,
by His Holiness, the XIVth DALAI LAMA of
TIBET ; the Social Science Association Press of

Thailand, Bangkok 251111968, 131 pages, richly
#llustrated, 60 Baht.

The visit of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama to Thailand in November last year
will be remembered as an history - making
event through which two forms of Dharma-
tradition and practice came close together:
the Southern Theravada-tradition of Siam
and the Northern Miilasarvastivada-cum-
Mahayana -tradition of Tibet, This history-
making contact took place in an atmosphere
of sincere well- wishing, sympathetic enquiry
and unassuming but all-pervading harmony,

in short, something really to the benefit of
the Buddhadharma.

In good time a devoted team of
translatoys, “Southern and Northern™
monks in unison and full of Dhamma-piti,
started translating the book of His Holiness.
Their meritorious work was taken care of
by the Social Science Association Press
which has done a fine job by bringing out
this manual by His Holiness in good design,
at the same time befittingly commemorating
the memorable visit of His Holiness to
Siam,

Since the book is a manual dealing
with the whole range of Buddhist thought
in a clear-cut but condensed way of presen-
tation, the translators thought of an addi-
tional ‘skilful means’ making a happy
choice of numerous photographs showing
the impressive ‘Nalandas and Vikramashilas®
of Tibet, then giving some impressions of the
fervour of the refugee-monks and laity
faithfully practising Dhamma irrespective
all hardships and adverse conditions, (In
a Tibetan’s heart the Dharma can never be
uprooted!) The hook also contains plates,
2 in colour, reproductions of inspiringly
exquisite thankas (unfortunately one repro-
duction is not a great success).

For the convenience of the reader,
this ‘shastra’ by His Holiness, the Opening
of the Wisdom—-Eye, is preceded by his
‘History of the Advancement of Buddha-
dharma in Tibet. This account makes it
very clear that throughout the long history
of the intimate Indo—Tibetan relationship
no efforts have been spared to secure and
preserve for Tibet the Dharma in its
pristine authenticity.

alad



The Opening of the Wisdom-Eye
may be called a shastra which aims at
succinctly and systematically pointing out
the wonderful ‘skilful means’ of the Lord
Buddha's and other enlightened masters'
teaching the Dharma, “ while concentrating
upon matters of practical application”.
This holds good, indeed, be it for the
chapters on ‘the Two Levels of Truth’, on
the ‘“Threefold Training’ or “The Path'’.
The section of ‘Training in Supreme Virtue'
e.g., lucidly deals with the Pratimoksha,-,
Bodhisattva—, and Vajrayana—precepts. No
doubt, all this is very much down- to-earth,
the very basis of all Dharma - practice.

None the less, at first sight some
passages of the shastra seem to be rather
technical, if not scholastic. But a shastra is
not a hook just to be browsed through, nor is
it a chrestomathy which presents only the
raisins of the cake for the sake of edification
alone. Here it is good to recall the wise
admonition of a famous meditation—master
of Siam: *‘ All Abhidharma (in the sense
of psycho-philosophical, scholastic analysis}
must be in your heart”. Is this not a pene-
trating “ come and see ” which is the very
concern of this book, wishing to “ encourage
man to understand that he can be free from
all the varied hardships of duhkha, whether
internal or external, and can also lessen the
storm of suffering which rages among other
human beings”.

The order of topics in the manual is
well -balanced. At the end of the shastra
we have ‘the Bodiesand Virtues of a Buddha’
standing for the summum bonum of all spi-
ritual training and at the same time for the
starting -point of Dharma-practice when
thinking in terms of the awakening of
faith; ‘shraddha’ again must necessarily
counterbalance wisdom.

ooy

Referring to ‘prajiia’ one more remark:
Especially the Madhyamikamasters of
Ancient India knew how to bring their
shastras to life by making the best of the
‘upaya’ of the dialectical test, His Holiness
the Dalai Lama has used the same ‘skill in
means’ when dealing with ‘Rebirth’, the
“Two Levels of Truth’ and with ‘Training
in Supreme Wisdom'. Although the
Buddha himself may be regarded as the
father of the dialectical test (besides the
numercus examples in the Suttas of,
Kathavatthu), the application of such an
‘upaya kusala’ has become rather obsolete
in the Buddhist South, which is regrettable,
for ‘dhamma-sakacchi’ ( Dhamma-dis-
cussions) employing dialectical tests is a
unique exercise to sharpen the intellect and
to clarify one’s thinking, His Holiness ends
his description of the ‘Training in Supreme
Wisdom® concerning this last ‘upaya’ with
the words: “From the exercise of this
dialectic there arises knowledge of the deep
meaning of Voidness or no—atman-ness and
when this understanding is obtained, it
should be developed and realized by means
of collectedness...for this is the manner in
which the Training in Supreme Wisdom is
applied”.

Everyhody will agree that the transla-
tors, notes at the end of the treatise
further add to the clarity and value of the
manual. It is a good idea to point out
parallel or similar passages as found in the
Pali-tradition corresponding to the Sans.
krit Sources. drawn upon here. Many
readers who are more familiar with the
Theravada-tradition will surely welcome the
compatrison,

As for the English rendering of
technical terms it is evident that great pains
have been taken to find the most sujtable



translation. ‘Collectedness’ for ‘samadhi’,
methinks, is the ideal solution instead of
such vague terms like ‘meditation” or
‘concentration’. In some cases 1 disagree
with the English rendition: Instead of
‘entrances’ for ‘ayatana’, ‘spheres’ would be
preferable, or simply ‘sense-organs’ for
‘ajjhattikayatana’ and ‘spheres of the sense-
objects’ for ‘bahiddhayatana’. *Mental
phenomena’ (*dhamma’} is clearer than
‘mental events’, ‘Mutual gladness’, I think,
does not cover the whole meaning
of ‘mudita’ which is in English ‘joy’,
joy (including inter alia
support of this

i.e. spiritual
sympathetic joy). In
proposal - joy for ‘mudita’ -we find in Majjh.
Nik. 62, vol. I, p. 424:” ... muditam hi te,
Rahula, bhavanaim bhavayato-to ya arati sa
pahiyissati ... ”

“The Dharma-gift excels all other
gifts”’; and ‘The Opening of the Wisdom-

Eye will be greatly prized by all those who .

cherish the Saddharma; may it effectively
help to quench the fires of greed, hatred and

delusion.
Pisadika Bhikkhu
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Twenty -Two Malaysian Stories

Selecied & edited by Floyd Fernando,
{ Heinemann Educational Books Ltd., Singapore ),
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