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Executive Leadership Course.
By the Editorial Board of Prentice/Halt Business and Professional Publication.

Fol. 1. THE WAY TO THE TOP : Selling Your Ideas to Others.
¢ Evaluating Your Job Performance.
: Setting Goals.
* Motivating People in Basiness,
: Handling the Executive Workload,
Vol. II. MANAGING THE OFFICE : Data Processing Systems.

: Work Simplification and Measurement.
: Handling People and Jobs.
¢ Records Maintenance and Control.
Vol. Ill, RECRUITING AND TRAINING SALESMEN
: Motivating Salesmen.
: Establishing Sales Quotas.
: Sales Promotion Techniques.
s Product Pricing.
¢ Sales Forecasting.
Vol. IV. PRODUCTION AND PRODUCTION CONTROL.
: Parchasing.
¢ Managing Inventories.
¢ Quality Control Technigues.
: Systems and Procedures.
Fol. V. CASH PLANNING AND CONTROL.
: Short and Leng Term Financing.
: Improving Return on Imvestment.
: Financial Reports For Management.
: Profit Management Technigues,
Vol. VI, EVERYDBAY BUSINESS LAW.
¢ Forms of Business Agreement.
: Protecting Business and Personal Rights.
: Enforcing Business Claims.
¢ Liabilities of Executives.
All 6 volumes for only Bht. 1,319.-,

PRENTICE/HALL INTERNATIONAL

.illl

Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632 USA. Cable Prenhall,
Englewoodclifts N. J.
Represeniative in Southeast Asia.

Mr. Antonio Esposo, Manager,
Prentice/Hall International, Inc.,
P.0O. Bex 21,

Quezon City, Philippines.
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STORY

SHORT

THE GOLD LEGGED FROG

KHAMSING SRINAWK

The sun blazed as if it was determined
to crisp every living thing in the braod
fields. Now and again the straight, tall and
isolate sabang and payom let go some of
their dirty yellow leaves. He sank tired
against a tree trunk his dark blue shirt
sweat-moistened.  Around him expanse
and dryness. He stared at the tufts of dull
grass and bits of straw whirling in a column
to thesky.  Brown earth sucked up dark-
ened everything. ' It was the wind hua goot,
or as some called it, Ana duan. He recalled
that the old people had told him this was
the portent of drought, of want, of disaster
and death, and he was afraid. He hecame
anxious to get to his home the tips of whose
bamboo thickets he could see far ahead like
a line of grass but he hesitated. A moment
before reaching the shade of the tree he felt
his cars buzz and his eyes blur which he
knew meant sunstroke and giddiness.  He
looked at the soles of his feet blistered from
the burning of the sandy ground and became
indescribably angry--angry with the weather
so good at endless torture.  In the morning
the cold pierced his bones, but now it was
so hot he felt his head would break into
segments, When he thought of the biting
cold of the morning, he thought even more
of his little son. o

That same morning he and his two
small children went out into the dry paddy
fields near the house to look for frogs for
the morning meal. The air was so cold the

ol

two children on either side of him shivered
as they stooped to look for frogs hiding in
the fissures of the parched paddyfield earth.
Each time they was two bright eyes in a
deep crack, the would shout, '‘Pa, here’s
another one.” “Pa, this crack has two.
Gold legged cnes! Hurry, pa.”

He popped from place to place as the
voices called him prying up the dry clods
with his hoe. He caught some of the frogs
immediately, but some jumped away as soon
as he began digging. It was the children’s
job to chase and pounce on them. Some
got away. Some jumped into new fissures
obliging him to pry up a new cake of earth,
If his luck was good, besides the frog, he
would find a land snail or razor clam buried
waiting for the rains He would take these
up as well.

The air was warming and already he
had enough frogs to eat with the morning
rice. The village chief’s drumming for a
meeting sounded faintly from the village.
Vague anger again sprilled over when his
thoughts returned to that point. If only he
had gone home then the poor child would
be all right now. It was really the last
crack.  As soon as he poked it, the ground
broke apart. A full grown gold-legged frog
as big as a thumb leaped passed the middle
child. The youngest raced after it for about
twelve yards when it dodged into the deep
hoofprint of a waterbuffalo.,  The child




groped after it.  That was all but he was
shocked almost senseless by the trembling
cry of his boy. “Pa, a snake, a snake bit
my hand”,

A cobra spread its hood hissing, When
finally able to act, the father with all his
strength brought the handle of his hoe three
times down on the back of the serpent leav-
ing its tail twitching. He carried his child
and the basket of frogs heme without for-
getting to tell the other to drag the snake
along as well.

On the way back his boy cried and
moaned softly beating his chest with his fists
complaining he could not breath. At home,
the father summoned all the holy-water
doctors and herbalists whose names he could
think of and the turmoil began.

“Chop up a frog, roast it, and put it on
the wound,” a neighbor called out.

When another shouted. “Give him the
toasted liver of the snake to eat”, he hur-
riedly slit open the snake to look for the
liver while his wife sat by crying. The
later it god, the bigger the crowd. On hear-
ing the news, the neighbors attending the
village chief’s meeting joined the others en
masse. One of them told him he had to go
to the District Office in town that day be-
cause the village chief told them it was the
day the government was going to hand out
money to those with five or more children,
and he was one who had just five. It was
a new shock,

“How can I go with my boy gasping
out his life?” he replied bitterly.

“What difference will it make? You've
called in a lot of doctors, all of them expert.”’

“Go, you fool.  It’s two hundred baht
they're giving. You've never had that
much in your lifetime. Two hundred!”

“Don’t say the words,” another added.
“If the boy should die, you’d be out, that’s
all.”

lfis

*I won't go,”” he blasted. “My child
can’t breath and you tell me to go. Why
can't they give it out some other day. It's
true I've never had two hundred baht since

I was born, but I'm not going. 1'm not
going.”
“Jail,” another interjected. ‘‘If you

don’t go, you simply go to jail. Whoevery
disobeyed the authorities? If they give,
you have to take, If not, Jail.”

The word ““jail ” repeated like that
affected him, but still he resisted.

“Whatever it is, I said I'm not going.
I don’t wantit. How can I leave him when
he's dying?” He raised his vioce. “I'm not
going, I'm not going.”

“You go. Dont go against the govern-
ment. We're subjects.” He turned to find
the village chief standing grimly at the side.
His voice dried up immediately.

“If I don’t go, will it really be jail?”
he asked.

“For sure,” the village chief replied
sternly.  “Maybe for life.”’

That was all there was to it. Dazed,
he asked the holy.water doctors and neigh-
bors to take care of his son and left the
house.

When he reached the District Office
at almost cleven, he found a group of his
neighbours also come for the money, sitting
in a group. They told him to address the
old deputy district officer, which he did.

“I am Nai Nark Na-ngarm, sir. I have
come for the many-children money.”

The deputy district officer raised his
fat face to stare at him for a moment then
spoke heavily. “Idiot, don’t you have eyes
to see people are working.  Get out! get
out and wait outside.”

“But, sir, my child is dying.” But he
cut himself short when he tought perhaps if
the officials suspected that his child died
there would be trouble, The deputy officer



looked down at his paper and went on scrib-
bling. Nai Nark dejectedly joined the group
outside. Being born a rice farmer and sub-
tect is a pile of suffering, he thought. In
want, destitute, mouth stained from eating
roots when the rice is exhausted, at the limit
of endurance, you turn to the authorities
only to be cowed. The official continued to
write as if there were no group of peasants
at all waiting anxiously. A few minutes
after twelve, he strode frum the office but
had the kindness to say a few words.

“It’ s noon already. Time for a break.
Come back at one o’clock for it.”

- Nark and his neighbors sat there
walting until one o'clock. The taciturn
deputy returnining called them all to sit on
the floor near him. He began by asking
each of them why they had so many child-
ren, The awkward replies of the peasants
brought guffaws from the other officials
who turned to listen to the shametul ans-
wers At last it had to be his turn,

"“Who is Nai Nark Na-ngarm?”
“I am sir”, he responded with humility.

“And now why do we have such a lot
of children?”

Several people tittered.

“Oi, when your’re poor, sir....” he
burst out, his exasperation uncontrollable.

“What the hell’s it got to do with being
poor?” The deputy officer questioned in a
voice that showed disappointment with the
answetr,

&b

“So poor and no money to buy 4
blanket, No matter how she stinks, I use
the wife year in year out for a blanket.
The kids just keep coming.”

Instead of laughter dead silence, finally
broken by the dry voice of the dead-faced
deputy. *‘Bah, this joker uses his wife for
a blanket!”

The wind guated again. The sabang
and payom threw off a lot of leaves. The
spears of sunlight still dazzled. The whirl-
wind still hummed in the middle of the
empty rice field ahead. Nark left the shade
of the tall tree through the flaming after-
noon sunshine heading for his village.

“Hey, Tit Nark......” The voice came
from a group of villagers still some distance
away. It was topped by another,

*“You sure are lucky.” The words raised
his spirits. He smiled a little before repeat-
ing expectantly. “What kind of luck, what
kind of luck?”

“The two hundred baht.
didn’t you ?”

You got it,

“I got it. It's right here.,” He patted
his pocket.

“ What luck! You sure have good
luck, Nark. One more day and you would
have been out two hundred haht.”
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in Korea is valuable, containing as it does the observations of a man who §

has served in important positions in each of the four post-World War 11
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THE THAI SILK CO.,, LTD.

JAMES H.AW. THGMPSON

L A Fi e

Managing Director

Hand - woven Silks & B8rocades

HTOLES, BELOUSES, BPFORT FHIRTH, MNECKTIES

CUMMERBUNDS AND THE LARGEST SELECTION

oF BILKE BY THE YARD iN RBANGKOK

THE COMPANY THAT MADE THAI $ILK WORLD FAMQUS
HMEWPREMISES 2 SURAWONGSE ROAD
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Visakha Puja: B.E. 2512
Iidited by Sulak Sitvaraksa

{ The Buddhist Association of Thailand )
D 226 Bant. 25

Visakha Puja, the annual publication
of the Buddhist Association of Thailand,
for the year B,E. 2512, continues to main-
tain the high literary and academic stand-
ards that have heoen the hallmark of this
journal for the past five years, Acharn
Sanya Dharmasalkti and the editors are to
be praised for their dedication and tireless
efforts in arranging for articles of academic
interest in the field of Duddhist Studies to
be transtated into Bnglish. The translations
are of especailly high calibre. The articles
included in the B.E. 2512 issue of Visabha
Puja will be of great interest not only to
the scholars, but to those who desire a better

understanding of the teachings and practice
of Buddhizm,

His Majesty's address to representatives
of various organizations on the occasion of
His Majesty’s Birthday clearly outlines the
importance that must be given to both the
philosophical teachings, as well as the social
conduct and social service activity that are
products of religious teachings.  The arti-
cles that follow His Majesty’s address can
be viewed as maintaining a balance between
the exalted philosophical expositions of
Buddhist teaching and the concrete social
applications of Buddhist religious thought.

The translations of the orders of chant-
ing for the morning and evening, the Sila-
samyukta - Sutra, the String of Peaxls, and
the Sutra on the Questions of the Deva give
us a clear understanding of the basic philo-
sophical tenets vnderlying Buddhism and
also clearly show unity rather than diver-
sity that exists on the highest philosophical
plane among the different schools of Bud-
dhism. The Discourse on the Six Things
Unexcelled, in its clarity and conciseness,
recalls to mind: “One saying capable of
inspiring calm in the heart of the listener

G om

is worth more than a thousand useless
phrase.”  The exposition of the Vipassana
by Bhikkhu H. Saddhatissa is a concise and
clear statement on a subject that almost
defies explanation by verbal means.

The remaining articles in this issue of
Visakha Puja deal with the application of
Buddhist principles to everyday life and
conduct. The most stimulating and infor-
mative of these later articles is the one by
the eminent scholar, Phya Anuman Raja-
dhon, Popular Buddhism in Stam. This
article provides us with a great deal of in-
formation concerning the religious and
social conduct of of Sangha in village so-
ciety as well as the beliefs and practices of
the laity in relation to the village Sangha.
Professor Direck Jayanama in an Inferview
on Buddhism answers many of the questions
that naturally perplex non-Buddhists con-
cerning the principles and practice of Bud-
dhism.,  Professor Direck’s answers are
clear and concise and stated in terms that
would be understandable 10 a western
audience,

The last article in this issue by a Ger-
man scholar is perhaps a fitting note on
which to end this volume. Some of Pro-
fessor Benz's statements such as those con-
cerning a State Church may he questioned,
but this basic thesis that Thaj Buddhism is
not only compatible with the most advanced
scientific principles but is responsive to the
needs of modern society and the concerned
in its reform and development is being
proved everyday in the initiatives under-
taken by highly educated elements within
the Thai Sangha in the fields of education,
social service and social welfare.

Scholar as well as those who profess
the Duddhist faith should not fail to add
this volume to their library collection and
be certain to read it not once but many
times.

Durana Warasan



DOUGLAS PIRE : Vietcong, The Organization and Techniques
of the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam - 71.- Baht
LUCIAN W. PYE : The Spirits of Chinese Politics
A Psychocultural Study of the Authority Crisis
in Political Development 197.~ Baht
GEORGE, N. KATES : The Years that Were Fat
The last of Old China 76.—-Baht
ROPERICE MACFAQUEAR: China Under Mao
Editor Selections from The China
Quarterly 220.- Baht
WILLIAM E. GRIFFITH : Communism in Europe
Editor Continuity, Change, and the Sino-Soviet Dispute
87.—- Baht
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