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THE ROLE OF

SIAMESE INTELLECTUALS

Sulak Sivaraksa

Siamese intellectuals have been referred
to as a tiny group of people who provide
for Siam the most arficulate, persuasive,
precise and perhaps accurate definition of
Siamese society and the Siamese experience.
They also have a serious commitment to
improve their society., Occupationally, they
are the Kingdom’s major living writers,
educators, technocrats, members of Parlia-
ment and inte}lectual leadersof the Buddhist
monkhood. They enjoy a certain degree of
freedom to write and to speak in public,
whereas this right is denied to the majority
of the public. But however much they try,
they seem unable to solve the fundamental
problems plaguing the society; they cannot
manage to bring about the rule of law,
social justice, or an honest government
which really cares for the welfare of the
common man, The reason for their im-
potence is obvious. As long as the Siamese
ruling cliques come to power through the
military coup d’état, as they have since 1932,
and as long as they can maijntain the affairs
of state by the use of military strength alope,
they see no point in paying serious attention
to the intellectuals, with the exception of

bd

those who are willing to serve them.
However, once one is in their service, what
one can hope to achieve is very small indeed.
No oligarchy favors fundamental change in
a society; change threatens their power
base.

Intellectuals who choose to be outside the
establishment can be critical of the govern-
ment as long as the political ehite feel secare
in their positions. When there is a threat
to their security or a split among the political
leadership, intellectuals who differ with the
government are either silenced or brought
into one of the factions in the ruling clique.
Following the 1958 *‘revolution” more
than 200 artists, writers, journaiists and
editors were jailed on the charge of being
communists. Some still remain imprisoned,
while others have been released, A few
are now advisors to the government,
although there has been no fundamental
change in the regime’s political leadership.

The intellectuals, apart from their personal
rivalries, are noted for their diversity of

viewpoints. Since their numbers are smal]



to begin-with, these differences further
weaken their position in Siamese society,
However, one can safely divide the intellec-
tual community into two leading groups;
the Traditionalists, or the Conservatives,
and the Social Technicians, or the Progres-
sives, For the most part the Jatter are
members of government agencies--hence
few dissenting voices are heard from this
quarter. They are concerned with the
organization of their bureaucracies, the
concept of public planning, and the educa-
tional and economic systems of the country,
One can find members of this group in the
National Economic Development Board.
National Education Councii, National
Research Council, National Institute of
Development Administratian and the Bank
of Thailand. Related to the group are a
small number of university professors (who
are also ¢ivil servants ), military intellectuals
in the Command and General Staff College,
and a few individuals in the office of the
Prime Minister,

Most of the members of this Progressive
group, educated in America at one time or
another, believe whole-heartedly in the
economic development of the country. They
claim that the present stability and material
progress of Siam is largely due to their
efforts. ‘They postulate strong economic
and political ties with the United States,
which eventually leads Siam into the
position of being a kind of American junior
ally in Scutheast Asia. The “ progress” to
which this group refers is deceptive ; the fact
is that the poor in the Kingdom are becoming
worse off than before, because the rich are
reaping most of the benefit from the short-
term prosperity. American-inspired anti-
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communist propaganda has also had signi-
ficant influence. Labour unions are ijlegal,

and employers can exploit their workers at
their whim.

The Siamese Progressive Intellectuals
have completely failed to improve the
economic situation of the peasants, Nor
have they helped to reorganize the out.of-
date judiciary--not to mention the military
bureaucracy, The majority of the people
are still, therefore, at the mercy of provincial
adminstrators who are Bangkok-oriented,
The present planned development era means.
that more funds are being spent on upcoun-
try projects-but the peasants are also paying
higher taxes. Because of this situation
there is more hatred than ever towards
administrators. Also, commercial exploita-
tion through advertising in the mass media.
make the country people want more than
they have traditionally needed. The far-
mers, who are 80 percent of the population,
cannot produce enough to buy all the goods.
which are now readily available. However,
they can buy goods on credit. No wonder,
then, that land which used to helong to the
peasants themselves is now in the process of
changing hands to the rich merchants. The
subversive elements who sometimes become
local terroristsin the North, North-East and
the South are more often than not the
result of this material “progress™ in the
society, a society which in many respects
remains {eudal,

The Royal Traditionalists, on the other
hand, are concerned with the glorification
and maintenance of siamese art form,
literary styles, history, poetry, manners and

even grammatical forms. They have often
been accused of being narrow nationalists

who live in the past and refuse to have



anything to do with present day problems.
It is quite true that some of these Conserva-

tive Intellectuals care very deeply about
preserving the Siamese cultural heritage,

while they do not seem to pay as much
attention to Siam’s contemporany writers
and poets. One must bear in mind that in
this age of rapid national development, old
ruins in ancient cities make way for new
1oads, temples give way to shop houses, and
canals and public parks become ugly
concrete parking lots. Without this group
of intellectuals, Siamese society would
become even less livable.

Like their counter parts the Progressives,
the Conservative Intellectuals are making
little contribution to solution of the most
fundamental problems in Siam today. Yet,
as most members of this group remain
outside government agencies, they can be
very vocal in their criticism of the establish-

ment. For the past few years the Cabinet
has seemed to follow a fairly tolerant policy

towards their dissent. However, never once
have they acted on a suggestion offered to

. them by an oursider, no matter how sound
and practical the idea may have been. This

frustrates some of the intellectuals, ‘parti-
cularly older ones, who become cynical.

They see no point in what they are doing
and express little hope in the future of Siam.
This is especially true if they disagree
fundamentally with the Progressives ap-
proach of working within the establishment.
Some have given up intellectual persuits
entirely, and cling to superstition or
astrology.

The most practical among the intellectuals,
however, are those who feel at home with
both ‘groups. Professionally he may be a
civil servant, like the Governor of the Bank
of Thailand, yet in such a position he can
often be critical of the government in
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public. In this case the man is progressive-
minded ; indeed, most of the Social Techni-
cians look up to him as their spiritual
leader. However, he also fully supports
the conservatives in their endeavours to
make traditional culture meaningful to
modern Siamese society.

If the intellectual is an outsider, say,
an editor of a magazine, he can hope to
attain very little through his writing. He
should attempt to maintain his integrity as
an independent writer of some depth, and
he should also know his counterparts in the
different government departments well, He
can collaborate with them on certain lower
echelon decisions. In some cases, he can
make his influenee felt, for example, in
making the Govenment accept family
planning as a national policy, or declaring
Ayuthia, the old capital, a historical monu-
ment worth preserving. But however hard
one tries to make the government pass a
law on land reform, one will never be
successful. The reason, of course, is that
this question relates to the fundamental
issue of the oligarch’s wealth, and therefore
its survival,

If such is the case, the intellectual does
not play a leading role in contemporary
Thai society. But if one is not too ambitious
and too impatient, each intellectual can
perhaps contribute something constructive
to his society. By continuing to act in this
way, and by keeping in close contract with
members of the vounger generation in our
universities, which are but grand civil
servant schools, one hopes to keep intellectual
ideas alive among the new leadership, One
hopes that this new leadership will be able
to bring fundamental change to Siam,
while also having enough sense to preserve
some of the lofty heritage which is unigque
to Siam. ®



Short Story

OBITUARY

Myiri Ungphakorn

Mr. Gloom died last year.

He was born into an illustrious family
some twenty-odd years ago, the son of a
prominent figure in society. He was well
looked after by his mother who dutifully
accepted his respectful greeting in the
morning and his farewell at night. She
provided him with a loyal nanny who was
well equipped 1o teach him how to perform
his proper role in society. His parents
also provided him with a chauffeur who
could instruce him in some of the more

improper roles in his life. His father was
the ideal head of the household : decisive

and firm.

“Why can’t I play in the garden without
my shirt on?” asked the young Mr. Gloom,
13 I’m hot',,

“ Because it’s improper and because I say
so!” his father replied. So Mr. Gloom
wore his shirt in the garden.

Mr. Gloom's mother was also perfect.
Her poker-face at the card table was
second to none in her circles.

-
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Mr. Gloom was famous from birth,
His arrival was announced in all the best
gossip colums and read by millions.
Whether he was noticed or not is another
matter since the readers were all looking
Sor their own names.

Mr. Gloom went toa good primary school
run by afriend of his father’s sister-in-law’s
second-cousin-twice-removed’s neighbour,
It was like going to school in one large
family. Mr. Gloom learnt to read, write
and do sums. He found them boring. He
thought he would like drawing and
painting, but when his lack of talent and
ability was shown to him he become bored
with that too. He liked the idea of a purple:
sun and thought he would paint one.

“Why! Everyone knows the sun is
yellow, you silly fool.” laughed his friends..
So Mr. Gloom painted a yellow sun,

“What do you want to go painting
fantasies Iike that for ?” demanded the art.
teacher. “‘Here are some nice green man-
goes. Draw them.” So Mr. Gloom drew



nice green mangoss. He drew nice green
mangoes in his first year at primary school,
and he drew nice green mangoes in his
second year at primary school. He even
drew them in this third and fourth years at
“primary school, and at secondary school.
‘When he graduated, no better drawer of
nice green mangoes could be found. But
Mr, Gloom was hored with drawing.

“Why can’t I draw a beautiful girl,”
asked Mr. Gloom, opening a ‘magazine his

chauffeur had given to him, “Like this one
with the ripe juicy...”

“Because it is improper and I say you
must not!” replied the art teacher. “How
dare you suggest such a thing!” So Mr.
Gloom went and stood in a corner with his
face to the wall and stayed in after school

to draw one hundred nice green mangoes
for his art teacher.

Mr. Gloom was famous in primary school.
His photo was printed in the social pages of
all the best women’s ‘magazines, when he
accompanied his mother to a minister’s son’s
birthday party. But he was probably not
noticed by the millions of readers busily
searching for pictures of themselves.

Mr. Gloom was famous in secondary
school toe.  He entered a competition of
essays on “One’s Duty To Society”. He
wanted to add a section concerning Society’s
Duty to The Individual. But his teacher
forbade him.

“Why not? He asked

“Because it is improper, rubbish and
because I say you must not” his teacher
replied. So Mr. Gloom left out that section
and won first prize because he wrote every-
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thing that the chairman of the judges had
said in a speech to the school and he added
some quotations by Illustrious Ancestors of
the Nation,

Mr. Gloom’s essay was acclaimed in all
the best eduacational magazines, but passed
unnoticed Since everybody else knew that
their names would not be found in those
pages,

Mr. Gloom graduated from secondary
school and studied medicine at university.

“1f you cannot study medicine that shows
that you are not clever taunted his friends
when he showed a preference for teaching.
But Mr. Gloom was still uncertain.

“Why must I be a doctor?” he asked
his father.

“Because my family is good enough to
have a doctor for a son. I say you are
going to be a doctor™. So Mr. Gloom
studied medicine.

Mr. Gloom met many girls at university.
He learned that there were three types of
girl. There were the girls that his father
approved of openly and those that his
father did not approve of. There were also
those his chauffeur took him to-but they
were espensive.

Mr. Gloom was soon to learn that the
approved-of girls were also expensive. His
friends decided that one of these was his
girlfriend and Mr. Gloom was famous
again. His name was linked with that of
this girl in all the best gossip columns, but
it was missed by the millions of readers
frantically searching for mention of scandals
involving themselves,



Mzt. Gloom found that his girlfriend was
expensive. He had to buy her rings and
jewels, and handkerchiefs, and shoes, and
handbags, and cinema tickets, and meals,
and birthday cards and all sorts of other
oddments. M. Gloom wanted to take her
to bed with him. His upbringing told him
that she was only to look at, not to touch
—which is why he liked dancing with her:
because then he could break the rule.

“Why can’t I take you to bed with me?”
he asked her,

have spent more money on you than I have
on them.”

“The whores let me and I

“You can’t because it’s improper and I
say yon can’t!” his girlfriend replied.
“This is the end! Take your filthy ring
back ! and she slammed the door.

* What about the other things I bought
you?” cried Mr. Gloom but she was too far
away to hear—although they do say that
there’s none so deaf as those who do not
want to hear.

Mr. Gloom met a second girl. She spoke
to him of individuals and freedom. Freedom
to do what one wants, freedom to say what
-one wants and freedom to think what one
wants, Freedom from society, freedom from
the “because I say so” clause of the social
constitution. Freedom to say ** fuck ”” when
one feels like it and to not have to wait for
the consequences from a society whose
business it is not, And freedom to match

words with actions

This new friendship did not help to
eliminate Mr, Gloom's confusion. He fell

ilkL
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“Help! I'm dying!” he cried.

An illustrions doctor, a teacher of his, came
to examine him.

“Youre not dying” said the doctor.
“You have only got a broken heart. It
wiil heal” and everybody heaved a sigh of
relief,

“1 know I'm dying” protested Mr.

Gloom. T haven’t got a broken faith ™.

“Nonsense” replied the doctor, “1 am
more senior than you and I say you have a
broken heart”. But Mr. Gloom died.

Mr, Gloom died a year ago.

Mr. Gloom died but he is still around.
He wanders as a ghost seeing but unseen
—for there’s none so blind as those who do
not want to see. He is still confused. He
knows vaguely what he wants but he is not
sure of how to get there. Of one thing he

s certain.  He has learned what it is that
he does not want,

Mr. Gloom is no longer famous. Gossip
colums and women’s magazines no longer
mention him although somewwomen, worried
that they also may be banished from these
halls of fame, warn their potentially
naughty children: * Remember Mr. Gloom.
His evil life caused him to be banished to
hell, where he exists as a devil compelled
to grow long hair and breath the smoke of
the hemp plant and to consume acid. You
wourldn't want to be like him would you!”

But Mr. Gloom does not think he isin
hell.  He thinks he is in a paradise of
Jreedom and beauiy. Perhaps heis wrong,
pernaps he is right.

Rest in peace. ®
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THE THAI SILK CO., LTD.

JAMES HW. THOMPSON

Managing Director

Hand - woven Silks & Brocades

ATOLES, BLOUEBES, SPORT SH{IRTS. HECKTIES

CUMMERBUNDE AND THE LARGEST BELECTION

&Fr SiLK8 BY THX

YARD 1M BANGKOX

THE COMPANY THAT MADE THAl S8ILK WORLD FAMOQUS
NEWPREMISES 9 SURAWONGSE ROAD
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Inter--Senfence Relations in Modern
Conversational Thai

&y Vichin Panupong (The Siam Society)
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Visakha Puja B.E. 2513
(Buddhist Association of Thailand )
Banghkok, Baht, 20

Once again the Buddhist Association has
performed an invaluable service to the
academic community In providing the
readers of Visakha Puja. BE. 2513 with a
wide range of articles in the field of Bud-
dhist studies.

Roth this Visakha Puja publication, as
well as previous ones, have made available
to the English speaking academic com-
munity Buddhist texts and philosophical
writings that have unfortunately in the past
been restricted to use by Thai readers.

Buddhist monk scholars such as Phra
Maha Sathirapong Pannavanno, Bhikkhu
Khantipalo and Thupten Kalsang are well
known in Siam for their valuable translation
work from Pali, Tibetan, Sanskrit and
Sjamese into English. The translations are
of a consistently high quality.

The present Visakha Puja issue strikes
an appropriate, as well as educationally
informative, balance between the philoso-
phical teachings of Buddhism and the
application of these teachings in the daily
lives of both the Sangha and lay com-
munities.

In the category of philosophical writings
the Pali verses and “Method of Following
Budddigm”, written by HM, King Mong-
kut, are of special interest to Buddhist
scholars. The two discourses translated by
Bhikkhu Khantipalo and Bhikkhu Thupten
Kalsang and Bhikkhu Pasadiko provide us
with much intellectual food for thought.

In terms of applied Buddhism, Bhikkhu
Buddhadasa’s article, “Exchanging Dhamma
While Fighting,” is stimulating and provo-
cative. It requires both a good grounding
in Buddhist philosophy, as well as a broad
knowledgs of other philosophical schools to
fully appreciate its significance.

The duoties and responsibilities of the
Sangha toward society is the subject of
serious discussion by several writers, and
interesting and provocative question are
raised as to the extent the Sangha should
involve itself in social and community
service activities. The articles by Jane
Donald Swearer, Phra Maha
Sathien and Mr. Jacobson all touch on

Bunnag,

various aspects of this challenging issue.

Visakha Puja, B.E. 2513 should be read
by all Buddhist scholars interested in gaining
& better insight into both philosophical
teachings of Buddhism as well as the
application of these teaching in daily life.

Burana Warasan

Solidarity, April 1970
Philippine, Bakt. 3¢

Solidarity and its editorial Staff, In this
instance, Khun Sulak Sivaraksa, is to be
complimented for its continuing efforts to
forge intellectual ties among countries of
the Southeast Asian region.

This issue of Solidarity focuses on Siam.
Despite the provocative, stimulating and
often informative articles, one wishes there
had been a wider selection with more
emphasis on specific aspects of Siam’s
history, culture and present day social

@ lmon



One of more detailed and
specific articles is that of Dr. Lawrence
Stifel: Problems and Prospects for the
Economy of Siam. This essay gives an
objective and balanced picture of challenges
faced by the economy of Siam. Kamsing
Srinawk’s article on northeastern Thai
villages raises issues that certainly have

conditions,

parallels in other countriesof the region, and
it would be of interest to see comparative
studies on this general subject. The essays
by Sulak Sivaraksa in Preecha Araya repre-
sent the articulate struggle that is bzing
waged in Thailand by young intellectual
elements to find their national identity, and,
through this search, to reach a better
understanding of themselves. In a period of
psychological and political uncertainty, the

task of seeking ones national identity and
achieving a concomitant sense of pride and
psychological security is of vital necessity
to the progressive development of Siamese
society in a socially stable context.

Other articles in this issue should whet
one's intellectual appetite to learn more
about Siamese culture. 1In this connection,
Donald Swearer’s essay dealing with new
directions emerging in modern day Bud-

dhism is of particular interest,

I would commend this issue of Selidarity
to those who wish to start the lengthy
learning process necessary to understanding
Siam at this crucial period in its history,

Burana Warasan
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Recommend Studies Relating
to Research on Entrepreneurs
in Thailand
by Prof. Lauriston Sharp
Western Social Science and
Development :
A Research Dilemuna in Thailand
by Konald A. Witton
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