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AN ONLY ONE POEM

Ratana Skulthai

bang — bang
bang — bang

bang — bang — bang
let me out !
let me out!
pounding bars
sobbing

a rebel’s Hearl

tick  tock tick
please
let go of me
chokes the ailing One

warm
smiling
Gentle Grass nods consent

( run shadows runl yunt)

The Old Man blooms.
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EDUCATION AND SOCIAL STRATIFICATION :

A Thai Study

FENY

Education has many roles to play,
economists often regard it as an investment
in human resource, sociologists look at it as
a means through which children are chan-
neled into various socio-economic classes.
In developing economies social and economic
factors are often inter-related, some econo-
mists even attempt to break down the
compartmentalization of development factors
into “economic” and *“non-economic”
factors. In the present paper education will
be looked at from the point of view of a
sociologist, but with economic implicaticns.
Through the eves of an economist social
mobility can be viewed as a process of
re-allocation of human resource in response
to financial and psychic rewards associated

with various types of occupation. It is the

psychic reward where sociology and econo-
mics overlap.

In developing countries, where changes
are taking place to social and economic stric-
tures, education has a vital role to play,
namely to assist and facilitate social mohility
which in turn enables social changes to
proceed without interruption. As a con-
sequence of such mobility, the gaps between
social classes inherited from the traditional
past are narrowed. A success{ul educational
system, therefore, can be judged by the

o

degree to which it facilitates social mobility.
In a progressive society one should be able
to expect that anybody, whatever his social
background, would have an egual opportu-
nity to move up the social strata like
anybody else. One way of finding out
whether we have an equal opportunity to
move up the social strata is to examinc the
educational opportunity of children from
various social backgrounds, Preferably, one
should examine the performance of the
whole educational system, from primary
education up, But in the present study,
only the higher education will be examined.

Based on the Report on the Results of
Entrance Examinations, 1965/66 and 1966/67
issues, published by the National Education
Couneil, some ohservations can be made,

I. Social Aspiration of Student
Candidates

Up to the 1966/67 academic year high
school gradvates who wished to further
their study in higher learning institutions
had to sit for a combined entrance examina-
tion regardless of what university they
wished 1o attend and what field of study
they wanted to pursue. In the applications,
however, they were asked to specify their
choice of universities. Due to the fact that



universities in Thailand are not homo-
geneous but still rather specialized in certain
disciplines, with certain degree of social
prestige attached, the university which a
student candidate took as his first choice
could indicate his social {and perhaps, also
economic) aspirations.

A ratio batween the number of students
who wished to enroll in a university and
the capacity of the university to admit first
vear students will be taken as an indication
of the degree of popularity of that univer-
sity, This index of popularity reflects social
aspirations of high school graduates who
associate the university with {uture career
and social prestige.

It can be seen that the Medical Schools
and Chulalongkorn University are the most
popular first choices, followed by Silpakern
{Fine Arts) and Colleges of Education.
Kasetsart, Khon Kaen and Thammasat rank

Table 1. Index of Popularity of Universities

somewhere in the middle. The “ blue-
collar” colleges rank the lowest, in fact,
there were fewer candidates than the
number of seats available.

Since the Medical Schools and Chula-
longkorn are the schools fraining doctor,
pharmacists, architects, administrators, ete.
~all the socially more prestigeous occupa-
tion, the popularity of these institutions
among the candidates reflects the persistence
of traditiona! valves which place high
prestige on certain occupations than others,
and candidates are still very much tradition-
bound. This is confirmed by the relative
unpepulerity of the College of Construction
and Thonburi Technical Institute which
train stedents for “blue collar”  jobs.
Although these socially less pretigeous
occupations may promise higher financial
rewsrds than salaries of school teachers and
administrators, only few students wanted
them as their first choice.

University No. of Candidates Who Capacity of Ratio
Take the University the University (13/(2)
as their First Cheice

(1) (2)

Medical Schools 2,914 519 5.61

Chulalongkorn 9,939 1,924 5.16

Silpakorn 399 122 2.27

Colleges of Education 604 247 2.44

Kasetsart 1,098 553 1,98

Thammasat 3,372 2,178 1.65

Chiengmai 649 451 1.44

Khon Kaen 122 120 1.02

College of Construction 61 134 0.68

Thonburi Technical Institute 58 210 0.28

Source : The Report 1965/GG, Table 4, pp. 13—19.
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Therefore, we have a picture of student
candidates from all social backgrounds
wishing to move up from their social
stratum to the top of the society, the white
collar professionals. Would everybody have
an equal opportunity of doing s0? We shall
explore a little further,

II. Social Backgrounds of Can-
didates

First we shall examine the distribution
of candidates according to their social
backgrounds, it can serve as a preliminary
indicator of the degree of equality of
opportunity for higher education among
high school graduates from different social
backgrounds.

Figures in the table suggest that youths
from the urban, white collar, employer and
self-employed families have, by far, the
largest opportunity to further education in
higher learning institutions. Youths from
agricultural families have only a very small
representation in the candidates, To make
the degree of equality, or the jack of it, more
obvious, the number of candidates from
each social class will be expressed as a
proportion of the total population in the
social class. Such ratio is the probability
of the youth in the social class to be a
candidate for higher learning. The results
are as follows.

We can see that only 9 to 27 persons out
of 100,000 from farming families can hope
to apply for a seat in universities, compared
with 219 to 761 persons from the employers
and self-employed class.

The inequality of apportunity of being
a candidate is expected to be due mainly to
inequality in economic status, The employer
and self-employed persons which include
skilled craftsmen, shop keepers as well as
the “professionals™ are relatively wealthy,
they can afford to leave their children in
school longer than children of other classes.
By contrast, children in farming families
have to leave school early in their life to
help the families with farm work or to get
a job somewhere to augment the families’
income. The cost of education is high
relative to family income, not only the direct
cost but also opportunity cost, that is the
income foregone of the children who are
still in school,

The next question to consider is whet-
her the candidates are equally successful in
passing the entrance examinations.

III. Relative Performance of
Candidates from Various Backgrounds

The overall equality of opportunity for
higher education depends not only on the
opportunity to be a candidate but also the

Table 2, Percentage Distribution of Candidates by Social Backgrounds.

Employers and Self ~ employed
Government Officials
Agricultural

Employees and others

51.04 51.51
26.49 27.78
11.83 9.70
10.63 10.64

Sources ; The Report 1965]66, Table 7, p. 27

The Repore 1966/67, Table 11, pp, 44--53.



Table 3. Probability of being a Candidate of Youths from Varions Social Backgrounds1i

(per 100,040}

195666 1965 /67
Employers and self — employed 219 761
Government officials 189 616
Agricultural 9 27
Employees and others 24 82
V Based on estimated class structure of the popalation :

1965/66 1966/67
Employers and self — employed 3,362,473 3,635,175
Government officials 2,072,940 2,421,068
Agricultural 19,589,705 19,589,705
Employees 4,414,528 4,777,958
Others 2,253,303 _2,436,104

Total 31,698,000 32,{380,.(‘)2(1

Estimated from information on work status of employed persons, age distribution
of the population and the census of population.
Bource ! Thailand Statistical Yearbook 19G6.

relative degree of successing the entrance
examinations, We have reasons to expect
that the performance of candidates from
different social backgrounds to differ.

To measure the relative degree of sue-
cess, the number of successful candidates in
each social class is expressed as a percentage
of the total number of candidates in the
social class.

It is clearly shown that candidates
from the employers and self-employed social
class are the most successful group. In
1965/66, candidates from government official
families shows a slightly higher percentage
of success than the employers and self-
employed group. Candidates from agricul-
tural families pot only show a poor perfor-
mance but also a decreasing trend.

It is worth noticing that in 1966/67
candidates from employersand self-employed
families performed markedly hetter than
those from official class and we could assume
that this is the normal situation. Explana-
tions may lie on a hypothesis that there are
cultural differences between these two social
classes. Children from the employers and
self -employed class are reared under the
environments that place emphasis on the
value of success based on hard work and
self-reliance. In short, they are goal and
success oriented.  Children in government
official families, en the other hand, are
taught to believe that success in life comes,
not from productive hard work, but fram
something else. This type of culture is not
the most inducive for success when it comes



Table 4. Percentage of Successful Candidates by Social Backgrounds,

Employers and self ~ emploved
Government officials
Agricultural

Employees and others

1965/66 1966/672"-’
45,53 49.58
46.75 41.67
31.03 29.82
50.39 42.03

Sources : The Report 1965/66, Table 7, p. 27

The Report 1966/67, Table 4, . 18-19

2 Adjusted percentages. In 1966(67 the number of candidates exceeds that of 196566 by 3.58 times

but the mumber of seats in the universities did not increase proportionately.

In order to make com.

parison meaningful, it has to be assymed that the overall ratio between the total sumber of candid.
ates and the number of seats available is the same for both 1965/66 and 196667 wcademic years
and the number of would be successful candidates for 1966/67 was estimaicd and wsed in comparing

with the 19G5(67 percentages.

toa fair and rigorous competition. They
are saved only by the virtue of their urban
backgrounds,

In general, we could say that candidates
from urban areas show a decidedly superior
performance to those from rural areas, This
leaves us to guess that:

1. Urban schools have better teachers.

2. Urban schools are better equipped

than rural schools,

. Urban living environments, includ-
ing the family, are more inducive
for jutellectual development,

. Entrance examinations are biased in
favor of candidates from wurban
areas. The examination papers may
ask for knowledge and information
that are more familiar to children of
the urban middle class families than
to children of farming familjes.

To confirm whether the expectation
that urban candidates are more successful

than rural candidates another measurement
will be examined.

ol

Figures in the table confirm our belief
that candidates from urban schools are more
successful than candidates {rom rural
schools. It is particularly true for govern-
ment schools. But it is interesting to note
that there is very little or no difference
between private schools in urban areas and
private schools in rural areas. This is to
say that in the rural arcas, private schools
definitely better
schools, and it is the private schools that
children from employers and self-employed
families receive their education. Why are
private schools better than government

are than government

schools? The answer may be that private
schools offer better salaries to teachers than
government schools and, hence, attract
hetter teachers.

IV. The Degree of Inequality

Regardless of whatever reasons there
may be, the fact remains that candidates
from agricultural families have a very smail
chance of being admitted to a university.



Table 5. Percentage of Success of Candidates by Type and Locality of Previous School.

Metropolitan government schools
Maetropolitan privaie schools
Provineial government schools
Provineial private schools
Part — time and evening classes

Vocational and teachers’ colleges

3/ Adjusted percentages, sec Table 4 for detadls.

Sources ¢ The Report 196566, p. 8 and Table
The Report 1966167, Table 9, p. 36

When it comes to think of the probabhility
of 2 member of the agricultural class to
receive a higher education compared with
membhers of other classes, the picture comes

out very dramatic.

Since the probability of being a
candidates and the probability of being
admitted to a university are independent
events; the probability of being a successful
candidate is the product of the two probabi-
lities.

Let P (a™b) he the probability of
being a candidate and successfully pass the

1965/66 1966/67:y
56,98 58.22
42.14 37.06
38,70 39.22
42.94 43,05
46.98 44.37

16.88 26.08

&, po 27

entrance examinations, where P (a) is the
probability of being a candidate and P (b)
is the probability of a candidate of passing
the examinations, then

P(a®h) = P(a).P(b)
Results are shown below,

We could, therefore, say that if one
was horn in a farming family, the chance
that he would receive a university education
is no more than 3 in 10,0000 while that of
a person born in an urban middle clase
family his chance is more than 100. This
index may be sullicient to show that
educational opportunities for members of
different social classes are not equal.

Table 6. Probability of being Admitted to a University ( per 100,000 )

Employers and self —employed
Government officials
Agricultural

Employees and others

1965/66 }_966;’67
100 106
88 72
3 2
12 10

Sources : Table 3 and Table 4.
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V. Fields of Study of Successful
Candidates trom Various Social Back-
grounds.

We can examine furtlier to sce what
fields of study the student candidates from
various backgrounds prefer to undertake.
The findings can help us to visualize the
inter-class mobility of the success(ul candi-
dates and the pattern of social class forma-
tion in general,

Based on the rosults of 1966/67 entrance
examinations, the following estimates can
be made.

Reading down each column ope will
find that the great majority of successful
candidates from the employers-self-employed
class go to the Medica} Schools; those from
official background go to Silpakorn and
Thammasat. Students from rural back-
grounds tend to go to Khon Xaen Univer-
sity, Colleges of Education and College of

Constuction. Ancther popular place for the
urban middle class youths is Chulalengkorn.,

These findings bear some interesting
implications, namely:

1. The Medical Schools are dominated
overwhelmingly by new recruits from the
employers and self-employed class while
those from agricultural class constitute only
3.08 percent, As we know, the Medical
Schools train students for self-employed
professions, the donimance of new students
{from this social class means that the
employers and self employed class is rela-
tively closed, Majority of new recruits
come from the same social class, only an
extreme minority of members of the under-
privileged class, the agricultural people, can
enter the class. One of the barriers is the
high costs of education in the Medical
Schools.

2, The popularity of Thammasat, Col-
leges of Education and Kasetsart and
perhaps also Silpakorn among students from
government official families may be due 10
the relatively low costs of education in these
institutions. Bul an important point is that
these institutions train students mainly for
government jobs, the dominance of students

Table V. Percentage Distribution of Students in Various Fields of Study by Social

Backgroands.
Employers Govern- Agrical- Emplayees Others Total
ment tural

Medical School 63.78 20.42 3.08 7.71 5.01 100
Chulalongkorn 56.29 25.46 5.04 8.52 4.68 100
Silpakorn 23,77 59.48 5.74 6.50 4.10 100
Colleges of Education 39.67 34.82 17.41 4.45 3.64 100
Kasetsart 53.88 20.76 9.40 5.42 452 100
Thammasat 47.52 30.48 10.23 6.06 518 100
Chiengmai 52.11 26.83 6.21 8.65 6.21 100
Khon Kaen 50.83 21.67 15.83 7.50 4.17 100
College of Consiruction  51.49 25.37 14.92 4,48 3.73 100
Thonburi Tech. Inst. 58.04 20.48 12.38 4.28 4.76 100

Source 1 Dhe Report 1966[66, Table 4, pp. 13—19,

o



from government official families means that
the new recruits into this class come mainly
from members of the same class.

3. The {act that majority of youths
from agricultural families go to Khon Kaen
University, Colleges of Education and
College of Construction suggests that the
channels through which members of the
agricultural class can move up the sncial
strata are the employments as skilled
craftsmen, builders, engineers and school
teachers.

4. The high concentration of students
from the urban middle class backgrounds,
ie. the employers and government official
classes in the large and more prestigecus
schools suggests that social mobility belween
these two urban middle classes is very high,
At the same time, the upward mobility of
youths from rural backgrounds to these
All  these

schools ig relatively small,

together suggest that there is a rural-urban

division taking place in the Thai saciety, or,
at least, the line of division is not being
eliminated.

VI Conclusions

The analysis shows that education has
uot been quite successful in narrowing the
gaps between social classes. In fact, there
are cvidences showing that cdveational op-
portunities are not equal, and by virtue of
such inequality the society is becoming more
strongly stratifled. New recruity into a
social class often come {rom the same class
with very few moving up from lower
classcs. The social -economic diffcrences

between classes arve therefore perpetuated.

The most serivus feature is the rural-
urban gap. Members of rural class have
very small chance of being admitted to the
urban middle class, In view of the fact
that there already exists rural-urban classs
cotflicts which also bear pelitical implica-

tions, such inequality is higly undesirable. ®
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INTELLECTUAL NATIONALISM

David A. Wilson

The January issue of the Review devoted
substantially to the matter of American
research in Thailand was of great interest to
me because I have been involved in that
subject for 18 years.

I was a bit sad to see the hullabaloo that has
been building up heat with little light
about Thailand among various academic
persons in the United States transferred
here and to see added to it a strong theme
of intellectual nationalism. Nevertheless,
several of the articles raised issues that are
very worthy of much discussion particularly
those that have to do with the realization of

the research potentiality now resident in

the universities of Thailand.

aab

I am sure that your readers are alert to the
great complications of the truth and of the
right. In the various articles, there area
number of assertions of fact and of ethical
consequences with which I would disagree.
I will restrict myself to discussing one of
each.

Facts: As to the factual matter of the
Academic Advisory Council for Thailand
( AACT) with which I have been associated
since its very first moments in 1966: AACT
was conceived as a means of improving the
quality of the USAID in Thailand as
implemented by USOM. It does this by
providing that agency with advice based on
the collective experience of the many



American scholars who have worked in
Thailand in the past 25 years.

AACT is not and never has been secret
or clandestine and its minutes and
publications are open to anyone.

AACT has no funds, and never has
had, to implement, organize or support
on-going research and has not done
research in any accepied sense of the
ternt,

AACT is not and never has been
associated with CIA (spies}) or ARFPA
(soldiers) except in the sense that
USAID is part of the U.S. government.

Ethics: The main point in the article by
Mr. Witton is that “there can be no
ideclogically neutral research on develop-
ment “(p. 75). I disagree completely.
This idea is profoundiy destructive of all
research because it gives grounds for aban-
doning the scholarly duty to seek truth.
Witton cites (p. 74) a report of AACT
“Local Authority and Administration in
Thailand” as an example of research and
observes that it “obviously has some rela-
tionships to AACT’s counter insurgency
function ”,

Learning aside my doubt about whether
AACT has any “counter insurgency func-
tion™, what Witton really is saying is—
knowledge or information is not without
utility and may lead to consequences.
Therefore research, knowledge or informa-
tion is not free of an ethical burden.

But the bocklet in question is ideologically
neutral in the only sensible meaning possible
The knowledge within its
poor covers would be useful to anvone

for that phrasa,

geeking to influence the state of affairs in
localities in Thailand. It would be useful
whether such a person wanted to repress all
freedom, to encourage democratic participa-
tion, or to stimulate a rebeliion. Since it
is published it is therefore ideologically

neutral,

The scholar is not ethically neutral, how-
ever, regardiess of his nationality. His duty
is to seek truth and publish, T would say
more but “ A wise man will refrain from
committing faults which he has criticized in
@

others™,
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At War With Asia
Noam Chomsky
Vintage Books, 313 pp., $1.95
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