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“There are, | know, many who were prisoners of war in Siam who have
good reason, to be grateful for Pradit’s good will to us. So let us honour a man
who has rendered high service to the allied cause to his own country, and who
from my personal knowledge of him is a firm advocate of Anglo-Siamese friend-
ship. The chain of local resistance to Japanese oppression in the occupied lands
of South-East Asia had very fewgaps in it, and one of the strongest links was
forged by Pardit in Siam. {Loud and prolonged cheers.)
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“At the time of my departure from Bangkok on June 29, 1942, the Thai
Government appeared to be under the control of and subservient to the Japa-
nese military although still nominally independent. The pre-war Council of Minis-
ters remained in office with a few exceptions. As previously noted Luang
Pradist Manudharm, pre-war Minister of Finance, who had so stoutly resisted

Japanese attempts at financial penetration and who has staunch pro-Allied
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sentiments, had been “promoted” to the Council of Regency to eliminate him
from political activities inimicals to Japan...Luang Vichitr had recently become
Foreign Minister, Nai Direck, the pre-war Foreign Minister, was safely under
observation as Thai Ambassador in Tokyo. As indicated in a preceding
paragraph the only notable absentee was Nai Vilas Osathananda, former
Director General of the Publicity Department.

“Indications of the development of a “Free Thai” movement organized
by university students were reported. Evidently the objective of such a movement
would be to create an underground revolutionary group which at a propitious
moment would seize the power and free the country from the Japanese yoke
and the control of its present...leaders. Whether the small group of liberal and
pro-Allied leaders who are still in the Government...are conhected with this
movement is not known.”
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711.92/33
The British Embassy to the Department of State

AIDE-MEMOIRE

His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom welcomes the pro-
posal made in the State Department’s memorandum of December 18" to con-
tinue to recognise the Thai Minister in Washington as the representatives in the
United States of the free people of Thailand. When the question of setting up a
Free Thai movement arises, the personalities of possible leaders will naturally
require careful consideration, and His Majesty’s Government are now going into
this question so far as the United Kingdom is concerned. The Thai Minister in
London has shown no wish to come out into open opposition to the regime in
Bangkok, and His Majesty’s Government consider that it will be best to arrange
for his departure.
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“With regard to the Thai Minister in Washington this Government has
decided, after careful consideration of all factors involved, not to proceed at
present with the proposal to recognize the Minister as the presentative in the
United States of the free people of Thailand”, and intends for the time being
to continue to recognize him as “Minister of Thailand”.

“With regards to the text of the statement which the British Government
proposes to issue in London, this Government considers that it would be prefer-
able to defer the issuance of any statements by the British and the United
States Governments until such time as word shall have been received that the
British and the American Ministers to Thailand have safety departed from the
country. This Government agrees that any statements issued in regard to
Thailand by the British Government, the Netherlands Government and the United
States Governments should not conflict.

Washington, January, 19, 1942”
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