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{The question of the division of some areas of operational responsi-
bility in Southeast Asin was raised jn a communication sent te Gen-
eralissimo Chiang Kui-shek, Supremo Commander, China Thester, by
President Truman on August 1, 1945, The esident conveyed his
conclusion that the portion of Indochina lying south of 14°
noith latitude should be tha responsibility of the Southeast Asia
Command, the area noth of that line to be left m the China Theater.
The Generaliseimo ngreed fo this apportionment, subjeet to the stipula.
tion that the 16° line alto Ix considered the southern bonndary of the
(hing Theater within Thailand. *For test of Trwnan's sessagze to
Chiang Kai-shel, see felegrum of August 1, 1943, from the President
to the .\l\\!).h,\.nh'l' in Chinug £oreion /'\r{ufimt.c, The Conference of
Berlin (The Postdam Confevence), 1945, volume 11, page 1321, Re-
gatding Chinng's reply, see ibad., footnote 2,

Under the terms of General Order Nuw. 1, issued on Seplember 2,
1945, Japane forces in all of Thailand were called upon to surrender
to the Supreme Allied Comumander, Southenst Asia.  For text of
the Generad Order, see Report of Government Section, Supreme Cam-
mander for the Allied Powers: Political Reorienfulion of Jupan, Sep-
tember 1945 to Seplember 1948, page 442.]
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[The question of the division of some areas of operational
responsibility in Southeast Asia was raised in a communication sent
to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, Supreme Commander, China
Theater, by President Truman on August 1, 1945, The President
conveyed his conclusion that the portion of Indochina lying south of
16" north latitude should be the responsibility of the Southeast Asia
Command, the area north of that line to be left in the China Theater.
The Generalissimo agreed to this apportionment, subject to the
stipulation that the 16’ line also be considered the southern boundary
of the China Theater within Thailand. For text of Truman's message
to Chiang Kai-shek, see telegram of August 1, 1945, from the
President to the Ambassador in China, Foreign Relations, The
Conference of Berlin (The Postdam Conference), 1945, volume |,
page 1321. Regarding Chiang's reply, see ibid..foothnote 2.

Under the terms of General Order.No. 1, issued on September
2, 1945, Japanese forces in all of Thailand were called upon to
surrender to the Supreme Allied Commander, Southeast Asia. For
text of the General Order, see Report of Government Section.
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers : Political Reorientation

of Japan, September 1945 to September 1948, page 442.]
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BART:S, 38 Julllot«(A.P.Pa)= 3o croim A la sleof Pité doe
dirigeants chirzela wur la cosxlutates pacifirus mire jeye ayant
den systiuace politicues différvnte, rats e ns dula pas ol ls pré-
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45 Thailleado FiIGl PAKONYONG, intervogé au cours 4°'uma intorvia .
exzlusfve eur lu prodhatlne vialte & Miein du Préntdens SING,

*Cortes cetts viplts conntitus Wn paw oo avant ot ow o'ent
wre bonce chsge. ) la prioldent KTILY ent rialists, et 11 Lllowt, )
seul moywm 48 0nrtir de pette fmpasse dann le Mud-Jgt eslatique set
C'aller wLr lean dirigeanie ahineln, suls L1 faudra ettecdre wm
ear%u.n‘ tenps, peut-dire long, 1l Meult.t 4o o3tie readesiTe’,

N FUID PARCOOMD, qul fud rosvored an !547 par wm do1p
d'étad dirigd par le masderal PUDVL SOOURAR qul prlt alore le peas
veir, s'azlla 4'cvord & Singapour pais b Nilo ¢ 41 a visu pentand
vingtedou3 arms Il eat arrivé an Frunoe en wel 1770 &1 L) s'ead
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PARIB, 28 juillet—-(i.F.F.)« "Bu c& wmoment, Jo prépare
aaa Kéwoires pour vivie. I1 y sura dvux 42itioms,uns «a langue
tkat at 1'entre 4n lenges anglalne sous le titre *RUTH the rugent
aad Prine minister of Thallund®. Jo euis en rappcrt avee des Giilte
englais et amériocins”. ,

Interrrogd sur ce qn'il pendait de 2a situntion sotualle
dany la péninsvwle indochinciec ot en Thallands, swrtdut sprds l'en
nonoe de la vieite &u prioident NIJOW b Pékinm, l'omolies promier sd
niatre de Thallsnde a répondn t"ches weaus,on s'est lenod dand des
spdoulations hasardeuses eV, mon avis, peu feniées. Na oe qui
eonoerns le Fietmum, je orcls que les Vietnaniens somdy &ax sussi ¢
sbres . .Pour exx, oe qui compte a'est la paix e¢ la reccustruwotion &
pays. Duns 1a mégooiation, 11 faut chercher d4d'abord quels aend les
shatacles b réduire pour parvonir & mn sccords Pronern,par exsmple,
1gatitutive de MiPlerre WEXDAS-TRANCE(A La conférence de Yemive
@ar 1'Indockito &e 1954), ce fut wn sate oourugeux, dar sdmettire
lsa oTTears Ses goxvernmenta précédents n'est pas déehonorelble 4%
1z Transas em est sortie grandie. 84 leo Américaiza muivalent la
méthots &0 nbgociation que les Frwngals ont muivi avea lea vistuae

uiets, la peix ssrait revemme®,
(AeRePs)
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173 Avenu~ A
Antony, Fioace

Jong

tide DBriond

Dear Dr. Pricl:

It was o grest pleasure Lo mocl with yon &b yowr homo o . cing wy
rocent visit to France, I certainly reciate the opporiusmity to
diacuss with you your oxperiences, world view and  the possaibility
of publishing them tu LIFE Magavine.

I was fasc.pated to sce the outline and beginning work for your
biocraphy ant ook forward o your completition of this
Lerortant , histeric work.

3obave i oosed with Moo MY jten Greehofehy, LIFE Magagine's Purds
Isgponn Chir 0, cur convergetion enl ha wiil aentact you.

Ry a doiydme ateelenb o That asl snd youe efforts Lo bring
PrRee Sd oprerens booyear country 1 fond our meeting most
Flimnlatlng Al fropre That e e cont it mnath\g from vime W
b,

Thank v+ for yonr kind hoapitelity.

o L.7mraJ=' YOoura, /

i/ 4’////444 AL

#Crrold 1. Scifecter
/7 wWhita House Correspomndent
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Voo s b e P D of Sowthares? Parifio Af
WasniNaToN, Juxunry 13, 1w45,

Misteranpesr vor 7H PRESIDENT

{70 possibile usein disenssion with Me.
Crereldl and Marshal Stalin

Subij-ot: Fotors Stitus of Thailand,

Lootich poliies toaneds Phailunl are divergent from onre, Tha

Brit Woregand Thattand as an envay and it is theie view:

3

The his-

%ory of Turopean pressure on Thailand and of European acquisition
of tervitory in Southeast Asia is vivid in Adiatie metanvies, fh's
Government cannat wilord to shara responsibility in any way for «
continpanee towards Thailund of prewar imperinli-in in any gutae,
Within Thattand, the ashninstration which tirst vielded to Javan
md witieh was notorionsdy collaborationiat bay Ieen reploced by
administration Inrgely controlled by Pradist prezent Reyenty owst
respectes) of Thai leawders wund opponent of Jdapan fro e Kt
Ameriean contnet has been established with Pradiot who is actively

v
. .
Tal

adin g Allied intellivence wark and who bacexpree od By desire s
Thatdand enter the war seainst i nd that the That e ficle by
the .hle of the Allies

Itis the view of (he Department thnt an effort s bould te made v
Persunde the Briti<h to alter thehr lars s that they are not dreons
stent with cur oun, 111 believed thae it ‘Thatdead jaing in the wer
BRAnst Jujuare s he chonld Pe treated as s Lberate ] country and ber
Govermnent be yecngnized, at heust provisomally. Although there

4

Attached 3w birlef memorandum regarding the Begent Pradicx
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THAILAND

INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES IN QUESTION
OF RECOGNIZING A FREE THA! MOVEMENT
£92.01/32
e Seceetury of State o the Deputy Dircctor of the Office of
Sirategic Servives ( Goodfellow)

Washington, August 26, 1913,

My Doar Colooel Goedfellow: In reply to your aral inquiry of
August 4 rolating to possible Americun operations conduoted in
cenneotion withe Freo Thai Movemeul, the position of tho Dopartmont
of Slate i us [ollows:

The Govermment of the United States looks forward to  the
reastallishment of 'l'hnilnnd,a indepandence as quickly as possible.
Available information indicates that thers remain in the present
Thai Government a number of officials who . opposed the capitulation
of that Government to Japanese pressure. It §5 understood that
Luang Prodist Manudharm { know aleo ny Nai Pridi Bhanomyong ),
a membor of the Council of Rogents, {8 ono of these officials sod
that he has pariicipnted prominently in g secret movemenl which
sime o restore the Covernmunt as it wus cunstituted prior to the
Japanese invapion.

Jo the tight af this understandiog Taane Tradist Manuwlurm
is presumed by the tiovermnent of the Unitul Stelos to reprercnl
a continuity in the Governmeut of Thailaml s5 il wae wonslituled
prior to the defcction of the Thul Peime Minister  to the Japaneso ai

the time of the Japanese invasion and to be one of the ouistanding

leadfers in the n t for Thoi independ A dingly, uuntil
this Guvernment has indications to the contrary from the Thai paople,
{6 fecls warranted, without in any way cémmitkiug jtself in  respeot
to the fulure, in regarding Luany Pradist a5 ome of the leading

repregentatives in Thailawl of the Thisl nakion.

(‘signad) Cordelt Iul)

.
Field Marshal Laung Pibul Songgram



THAILAND
INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES IN QUESTION.
OF RECOGNIZING A FREE THAI MOVEMENT
892.01/32
The Secretary of State to the Deputy Director of the Office of
Strategic Services (Goodfellow)
Washington, August 26, 1913,

My Dear Colonel Goodfellow : In reply to your oral inquiry of
August 4 relating to possible American operations conducted in
connection with a Free Thai Movement, the position of the Depart-
ment of State is as follows :

The Government of the United States looks forward to the
reestablishment of Thailand's independence as quickly as possible.
Available information indicates that there remain in the present Thai
Government a number of officials who opposed the capitulation of
that Government to Japanese pressure. It is understood that Luang
Pradist Manudharm (know also as Nai Pridi Bhanomyong), a member
of the Council of Regents, is one of these officials and that he has
participated prominently in a secret movement which aims to restore
the Government as it was constituted prior to the Japanese invasion.

In the light of this understanding Luang Pradist Manudharm is
presumed by the Government of the United States to represent a
continuity in the Government of Thailand as it was constituted prior

to the defection of the Thai Prime Minister* to the Japanese at the

* Field Marshal Laung Pibul Songgram
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time of the Japanese invasion and to be one of the outstanding
leaders in the movement for Thai independence. Accordingly, until
this Government has indications to the contrary from the Thai
people, it feels warranted, without in any way committing itself in
respect to the future, in regarding Luang Pradist as one of the leading

representatives in Thailand of the Thai nation.

(Signed) Cordell Huli
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