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Democratic Tales

All he wants to do is tell stories to little children. Tepsiri Sooksopha
has found an attractive and unusual way of doing what he wants.
He publishes one tale every year in a Tale Diary with simple
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Tepsiri So
nabp

epsiri Sooksopa is a master
I storyteller and artist combined
into one and the self-same per-
son, a rare quality indeed. And his skills
have been used to perfection in the new
Tale Diary 2000 called A Craft or a
Hedge, produced to mark the centenary
of senior statesman Professor Dr Pridi
Banomyong, who was selected by
Unesco as one of the world’s most
outstanding individuals.

In the past, the story of Dr Pridi had
been touched upon with great caution,
being of a sensitive nature due to his
role in the blossoming of demaocracy.
His strong views were at one time
regarded by the military authorities as
communist and anti-royalist, and he
spent most of his life in exile.

Slowly, though, history is being re-
written to give him his due credit. And
this diary cum illustrated story-book Is
Mr Tepsiri's attempt to shed light on
this “legend” of Thal democracy.

The story was written in the form of
an allegory, and starts with boys who
like playing games, drawing lines on
the ground to denote boundaries. This
imaginary game becomes more
intense, as one boy leaves the golden
kingdom of the shady laburnum tree
and goes off by boat to faraway lands.
There he discovers new seed-corn
which he brings back to sow.

The seeds bring about great turmoil
in the kingdom, but through this period
of strife and darkness, a light eventually
shines through.

A profile of Dr Pridi appears at the
back of the diary, and the story, of
course, traces his life and his role in
planting the seeds of democracy in
Thailand.

The diary, however, can be enjoyed
simply for its beautiful prose style,
characteristic of Mr Tepsiri, and for his
wonderfully evocative pastel illus-
trations which have only now, he says,
achieved their maturity.

“I always felt my previous drawings
were a bit stilted, and too defined. But
in this book I have been able to achieve
akind of freedom and release that I am
very pleased with," said the artist.

The diary has been prepared in col-
laboration  with cartoonist Wallop
Manyam, and translator S. Nopporn.
The hardback copy, which retails at 180
baht, was published by the Committee
on the Project for the National Celebra-
tion on the Occasion of the Centennial

of  Pridi
Senior Statesman (private sector),
while the smaller pocket version for 60
baht was published by the Foundation
for Children.

Orders can also be placed through
the Foundation for Children, Tele-
phone B14-1481-7.

This kingdom has a high hilland a
big tree. The royal one, the
laburnum, is the highest of all.
Everyone should have a rest on it.

That boy roused the craft back and
could see that with that little pencil
nothing could stop its growth.

Once he was lost, he became
defeated and exiled.
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