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740.0011 PW S-1545 : Telegram

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador inthe United Kingdom
(Winant)

Washington, August 15, 1945-3 p.m.
6922 : British Embassy has informed us

a) that Fon Off has authorized Mountbatten personally to advise RUTH to
make announcement as soon as possible after final Japanese surrender disavowing
Thai declaration of war upon Great Britain and United States and all measures flowing
therefrom which may operate to prejudice of aliies, repudiating alliance and all other
agreements with Japan, placing Thailand and its armed forces at service of Allies,

and declairing his readiness to send a representative immediately to Kandy to get



Wty

£\
© %ﬁi/ tansralduadaunissed
v 4
K

g

in touch with Allies. British suggested that announcement might also state that RUTH
had informed British and American Governments at an earlier stage that resistance
movement wished to initiate overt action against the enemy and refrained only on

express request of Allies for operational reasons.

b) that Fon Off also informed Mountbatten if RUTH takes necessary initiative
as advised, British are disposed, because of support by Thai resistance movement
and of Allied request not to take action last May, to forego pressing for separate act
of unconditional surrender which under existing cirumstances would be considered
normal procedure, and to mold their policy according to Thai readiness to make

restitution for the past and to cooperate for the future,

c) that if RUTH follows advice and sends representative to Kandy, British
propose to communicate with Dept before commencing negotiations regarding the

terms on which they would be prepared to terminate state of war.

BYRNES
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Times 18/12/1946

A VISITOR FROM SIAM

Campaign of Luang Pradit
Lord Mountbatten’s Disclosures

Lord Mountbatten of Burma, lately Supreme Allied Commander, South-East
Asia, who was entertained at luncheon by the City Livery Club yesterday at Sion
College, described in his speech the great part played by Luang Pradit, Senior
Statesman of Siam, in the overthrow of the Japanese army of occupation there. He
elaborated in detail the account published in The Times on December 22, almost a
year ago, and announced that Pradit, ‘one of the romantic figures of the war in South-
East Asia,” is due to arrive in England by the Queen Elizabeth to-morrow morning.

Pridi Panomyong, Senior Statesman of Siam {Lord Mountbatten said), is better
known to the world as Luang Pradit, and to many of u in S.E.A.C. by the code name
of ‘Ruth’. He is paying a short good will visit to this country as the guest of the
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Government, and | hope we shall use the occasion to give him a very warm welcome,
For Pradit is one of the most romantic figures of the war in South-East Asia. During
the war, of course, his name could only be mentioned in whispers and the whole
story was ‘top secret’—even now the British public may be largely unaware of his
exploits.

When the Japanese overran Siam pradit was a member of the Government,
but refused to put his signature to the declaration of war on us, Pibul............. knew
he was one of the most powerful and popular personalities in the country, and hopes
to make a figurehead of him by promoting him to the Council of Regency. He
accepted. Little did Pibul or the Japanese realize that from the moment Pradit took
on the job he began to organize and direct the Siamese resistance movement,

Vanished Missions

We knew from various sources that Pibul was not having it all his own way
in Siam, but contact was very difficult, and it was hard to find out what was reatly
going on. Two missions from Pradit got lost on the hazardous journey to China and
were never seen again. At last a rendezvous was made. It coincided aimost to the
day with my own appointment as Supreme Commander. From that time on we were
in constant touch. It was a unique relationship, because a Supreme Allied
Commander was exchanging vital military plans with the head of a State technically
at war with us.

A force of Free Siamese, trained in this country and operating with
detachments of British V Force and Force 136 as well as with American O.S.S.
Detachments, were parachuted in to help him. Some were caught by Pibul’s men
and imprisoned. In order to allay Japanese suspicious they remained norminally in
prison, but had secret meetings with Pradit and established wireless contact with
my Command.



tanstaldurdaunisied o oo

In January, 1945, he sent a body of his key resistance leaders under the
command of the present Foreign Minister of Siam for consultations with me in Kandy.
We got them out and back again by seaplane, or by flying-boats. During our talks we
laid concrete plans for future action in conjunction with the main forces of my theatre.
I 'had constantly under review the need for Pradit himself to be flown out in an
emergency. By the end of the war he had organized sabotage and guerrilla forces
comprising some 60,000 fighting men and numerous passive supporters, who were
in positions at all the key strategic points in Siam and poised to strike.

‘Never Failed Us’

| realized the difficulty he had to hold these forces in leash, but | had also
to keep in mind the tremendous danger of a premature move which would bring down
crushing Japanese counter action and disturb my strategic plans for the theatre as
a whole. The strain imposed on Pradit and the risks he ran for over three years were
very formidable, but his own discipline and that which he inspired in his followers
won out. He never failed us.

There are, | know, many who were prisoners of war in Siam who have good
reason to be grateful for Pradit’s good will to us. So let us honour a man who has
rendered high service to the allied cause and to his own country, and who from my
personal knowledge of him is a firm advocate of Anglo-Siamese friendship. The chain
of local resistance to Japanese oppression in the occupied lands of South-East Asia
had very few gaps in it, and one of the strongest links was forged by Pradit in Siam.
{Loud and prolonged cheers.)
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