


Dear Mr. Director-General,

Office of the Prime Minister,
Government House, Bangkok
4 Qctober B.E. 2542 (1999)

I have the honour to inform you that the Thai Government, through the Thai National Commission

for UNESCO, has proposed to UNESCO the nomination of two great personalities of Thailand to the list

of the Anniversaries of Great Personalities and Historic Events, 2000-2001, as follows:

1. Her Royal Highness Prince

2. Professor Dr. Pridi Banomy
At the national level, centenary cele
in the year 2000 and Thailand wot
biennium.

It is my understanding that
together with other requests by oth
General before presenting to the Ext

In this connection, I wish to

jther; and,

yeen prepared which will take place
be associated during the 2000-2001

iew by the Intersectoral Committee,
and will be judged by the Director-

ment attaches the utmost importance

and priority to the centenary COMMEIMOIATIONS Ol tnese Two 1nal eminent personalities, the details of
whose work and contribution have already been submitted to UNESCO. The Thai Government will
therefore do its utmost to ensure that the centenary celebrations of these two great personalities will be
national commemorations.

I would therefore like to seek your kind personal attention and support for our request and
would be most grateful for your intervention on this issue so as to ensure that both the names of
these two Thai eminent personalities will be passed, through a fair review by the Intersectoral Committee
and the Executive Board. ‘

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my high consideration.

Pt

.———-"‘—

(Chuan Leekpai)

Prime Minister of Thailand

Mr. Fedrico Mayor,
Director-General of UNESCO,
PARIS.
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Visual Art Exhibition
Project for the National Celebration
on the Occasion of the Centennial Anniversary of

Pridi Banomyong, Senior Statesman
14 - 28 January 2000

At The National Gallery Bangkok

The National Gallery, Bangkok
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Opening Report
Visual Art Exhibition Project for the national
Celebrationon the Occasion of the Centennial
Anniversary of Pridi Banomyong,
Senior Statesman

The Visual Art Exhibition Project for the National
Celebration on the Occasion of the Centennial
Anniversary of Pridi Banomyong is one of the six
projects of the Art and Culture Section. One of the
completed projects was “Children and Youth Art
Exhibition” with paintings, under the theme “Good-
ness”, from 1,100 students from 187 schools. Another
cultural project, a play “The Revolutionist”, is being
performed in various regions of Thailand, as well as
abroad. Other cultural projects are in the pipeline.

The objectives of this Visual Art Exhibition are :-

1. as a remembrance to Mr. Pridi Banomyong
the Senior Statesman ;

2. to encourage and support creative works of
artists in terms of concept, style, theme and technique ;

3. to disseminate creative works of art ; and

4. to raise fund from the sale of these works
in support of the National Celebration Project on the
Occasion of the Centennial Anniversary of Pridi
Banomyong, the Senior Statesman.

This Visual Art Exhibition has received good
cooperative assistance from senior artists, independent
artists and art teachers from every region of Thailand,
with pieces of work, be they paintings, sculptures,
prints, photographs, mixed art, and others. The
Exhibition opens between 14-28 January 2000 at the
National Gallery. The Committee is grateful to the
National Museum for their kind assistance as well as
to the members of the media for making this event a

success.

Opening Speech

Distinguished artists and guests,

Members of the Organizing Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to be invited to preside
over the opening of this Visual Art Exhibition to
commemorate the centennial anniversary of Mr. Pridi
Banomyong, the Senior Statesman.

Pridi Banomyong had led his entire life serving
and sacrificing for the betterment of the quality of life
of his fellow countrymen and beyond. His numerous
accomplishments towards a just society for all had
recently been recognized by UNESCO. UNESCO has
declared Pridi Banomyong as a great personality of the
world, together with Her Royal Highness the Princess
Mother.

This Exhibition to commenorate Pridi
Banomyong's centennial anniversary is therefore, very
appropriate, so that the younger generations will
recognize the good past and not forget its own history.
Indeed, they should learn from their proud past and be
inspired by it. By giving and sacrificing, our society will
move constructively forward.

In the world of art, | believe that all artists
and art lovers know that without social revolution
they won't be freedom to create arts nor its beautiful
varieties. Nor would there be freedom to create art for
the poor, the deprived, or the repressed.

As a non-artist, but an art lover, | would like to
take this auspicious occasion to declare open this
Visual Art Exhibition for all to enjoy. May it be as
successful and rewarding as all the efforts the Committee

members and the various artists have put into.

Thank you
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121 x 101 cm.

OIL ON CANVAS

2l a4 ag 4 a
¥0 NyIAANA IRARIEDA
i Y o a &
wavmde 101Iad Wi 1aean
TUIN b X & DN,

wada Ny

KIATTISAK LERTRAKUL
CREEPING

36 x 53 cm.
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Visual Art Exhibition Project for the National Celebration
on theOccasion of the Centennial Anniversary of

Pridi Banomyong, Senior Statesman

The year 2000 marks the hundredth anniversary of Pridi Banomyong. Many projects to celebrate
this event, to give recognition to his noble contributions to Thai society and humanity as a whole, are being
held between 1998-2000. These projects include research, seminar, publication, art and culture, books
for children and youth, music, play, literature, film and art exhibition, etc. Followings are detailed information
of the art exhibition project :-

Objectives

1. as a remembrance to Pridi Banomyong ;

2. to encourage artists to freely express themselves through creative works ; and

3. to raise fund in support of the National Celebration Project
Organizer

Art and culture committee, the National Celebration Project on the Occasion of the Centennial
Anniversary of Pridi Banomyong
Advisory Board

1. The Rector of Thammasat University

2. The President of Thammasat Association

3. Prepartory School of University of Moral and Political Scieneal Alumni Society

4. The Chairman of Administrative Committee of Pridi Banomyong Institute

5. Mr. Sakdichai Bamrungpong

6. Mr. Sulak Sivaraksa
Organizing Committee

1. Mrs. Dusdi Buntasnakul 5. Mr. Somchai Wacharasombat
2. Mr. Panom Aiemprayun 6. Mr. Sintusawadi Yordbangtoey
3. Mr. Taweesak Yaimuang 7. Mr. Niwat Kongpien

4. Mr. Amnard Yensabye 8. Mr. Saroj Puegsumlee

Date and Venue
14 - 28 January 2000
At : The National Gallery
Expected outcome

Through art, the public will learn of Pridi's ideology, ideals and way of life.
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