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THAILAND

INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES IN QUESTIONS
OF RECOGNIZING A FREE THAI MOVEMENT

892.01/32

The Secretary of state to the Deputy Director of the office of Strategic

Services (Goodfellow)
WASHINGTON, August 26, 1943.

My Dear Colonel Goodfellow: In reply to your oral inquiry of August
4 relating to possible American operations conducted in connection with a
Free Thai movement, the position of the Department of State is as follows:

The United States recognizes Thailand as an independent state which
is now under the military occupation of Japan. This Government does not
recognize the Thai Government as it is now constituted; but this Government
has refrained from declaring war on Thailand, has continued to recognize as
"Minister of Thailand" the Thai Minister in l/\/ashington7 who has denounced
his  Government's cooperation with Japan, and has sympathetically regarded
a Free Thai movement in which he is prominent.

The Goverment of the United States looks forward to the reestablish-
ment of Thailand's independence as quickly as possible. Available information
indicates that there remain in the present Thai Government a number of of-

ficials who opposed the capitulation of that Government to Japanese pressure.

7/\/Xom Rajawongse Seni Pramoj.
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It is understood that Luang Pradist Manudharm (known also as Nai Pridi
Bhanomvong), a member of the Council of Regents, is one of these officials
and that he hcs participated prominently in a secret Movement which aims to
restore the Government as it was constituted prior to the Japanese invasion.

In the light of this understanding Luang Pradist Manudharm s
presumed by the Government of the United States to represent a continuity
in the Government of Thailand as it was constituted prior to the defection of
the Thai Prime /\/IinisterlO to the Japanese at the time of the Japanese
invasion and to be one of the outstanding leaders in the movement for Thai
independence. Accordingly, until this Government has indications to the
contrary from the Thai people, it feels warranted, without in any way
committing itself in respect to the future, in regarding Luang Pradist as one
of the leading representatives in Thailand of the Thai nation.

The attitude of this Goverment, as above outlined, is a provisional
position pending a free expression of the wishes of the Thai people following
the liberation of Thailand by United Nations forces. The efforts of the
Government of the United States are and should be limited to assisting the
Thai people to restore a native regime capable of discharging its responsibili-
ties and free from foreign control. The final choice of the leaders of such
a government is a matter for the Thai people alone to decide.

it is believed that this will give you the information you wished.

Sincerely yours, Cordell Hull

IOFie!d Marshal Luang Pibul Songgram’



46

(MwUsaanang  3.4.0. M I smaaIm
9 IeWMIFINNNRLTMIgNIAEas)
Urziner lng
anusklaressnsgaI mivdgmmasuses
YL ILES INg)

fl 892.01/32
TSUUATIINITNTIMINAITA I IZInA
e sedegnisaminaniiinisgnsmaas (namalad)

18FIAU, 26 GINIAN 1043

wengamaladish Tun17 unnsneudenmemindea e 4 Awnay Redy
yuanissunudulyldvewheeuinufsmusuayy n15:a5 Inety

yafiean s INn1Ta s madudasety 1

dandgesnisuse I symalngivssms tons1s %wm:ﬁae}ma‘lﬁnﬁﬂiaumawm
'V]‘H'lif,ﬁ.‘l!u 'i"gumﬁm”g"lﬂ"lﬂ":"n'im‘i’gma"lmn"';uﬂuasj‘l youzil uATguIRanTg A TEnfENn I
Aoy UNUABY TxMAIng uazdinesusewalng o ngve auiubuyaveszmelneg Mﬂznmﬁ'ﬁd
finfm ua:"lmﬁmsaun"un1iﬁi"§u1amamu§mﬁan"m‘él yAgeusAWMAIT AT ING Sl
dnufieaveveguin

TumandgewinisowiedratsiTeulda i ﬁqmiv“;asﬁuﬂmﬂmmﬂswma\mi:
mﬂ"!waiﬂm%jﬁqmﬁﬁ%mﬂumwmn‘ﬁnmivm a 15 Yuanaldiiui u s uanedaguun el
ﬁm’wiwn1i"lwaf~iaunﬁ\1~?;ﬁ'ﬂﬁmnﬁaan%’mu‘uaﬁ"gumfi asnisnaauveshisdiy  wWuilainiy
7T 19N T Aana il finana sxfvguyss sy (nTed Faniuluuiy wigUsA wuueed) duidnay
ﬂfi\:‘luﬂm:pjﬁm%ﬂiwmiLmuws:a\zﬁ iy s 56 191519015 tma W warlasived 1eaifnny 1y

IR ITAURY TzanAuan WU Tgu i mleuasiitne v grauminisyngnaesdiu



47

fuanuiilosun sz usasuil Tanaansgeiusnveeusuiudenalwl seAd suYsT S
'hlﬂun"mmuuﬁqmiﬁuﬁama\ﬁ"smnuﬁqusvmﬂ"lwamn‘?;xﬂuaejﬁau?;uwﬂi"snuﬁ"ma (Jouwa 1
wunmmm) ﬂ“ﬂaﬂ@m"lﬂwmudwruﬂu‘luﬂaumuﬂuun'in oz aamuuunaﬂm (‘Ha’N‘Ui mﬂ%uu
ITY) 1ﬁunu’muﬁ‘mma\1‘lummumimaxaﬂiwmaxﬂna mamﬂumm mms:m 108l (AnTgoInd
AU 1T taAIA TV I TEB 15U Ine m;ﬂummaiﬂommunuuu“lms“ﬁmgnnmumw Tun1sdan
n0 Y 75 AN guy 55 Sudufunvesy T Ta 1 unu iier A ne lul szmeing

niveeTsua (andgeiusing) ﬁq"lﬁﬂdnmua’w’wﬁuf: iWunsins nIsninnisudaa
poneE NIAT i A T 150U v TEa 1 Ive  NlndvInneInIANIMaYY ST RTANINITUAY
wony svinslne ua m1uwenmwmi°§maan§’§am’%mﬁsﬂuaejua:ﬁﬁmﬁu wNNABIuAn1s Y
ANYEIgMAe IRy sz sy inegluni1saa WUITIu 189N T In ARy Fanmsaauiiunnusufnsouves

auunzfusdI2910N 1T AWANTRIANIIA dunisaadendurvesssuialulatetiu uiTesiys:
ssuIngmi ez iiudidede

>

1391195 19l ANz IRA LN TEa N EAN I IARINNABNN 1T

MeunanuTodadaeni
(avutn) neilana daa

(3.4.8.37M15A N 52T

» @

Yoclne

Fauins i tufie i ssmalngansiudl 2 Tguia fevguiaiuszneuduneundiuinT v

- Py

N‘:gmaaw Aufiegenaiieglasfiodmuyia wuumﬂ wumunussuiaauifiunisaely (Con-

tinuity) ﬂauané’gmanﬁﬁmji:nau‘uumaﬂmmquqﬂﬂu Tagiloauns U. Ryadens iy iuuiegn-

o

iy Tqumewsnuliduses



. Cr— — . SAME— W— S——— R S—— A ——— S— —— S ————— S——. U dS—— SAT———" SS——_. S —. T———— ——— i — ——
e . S — A Sl oo P S ebettos” SO ST S———e—— O Uit AL (SOl ST A Si——> eE———> YORI . SR’ SO——. S——— |

a £ P o aa Qs = 7
TunnuasnsviamIthalaes Tuanaeala
NIENTIMIMIUIEUNG ’FRIFaLIM
\SosaunaUaIlTaNnd e

feuilszs U sanadesimum iy ssyus iy u5.a9e¥8ed wienTguuaTongy
uazeouNAAmATunTEam (Yalta c"x’qaej-‘f;unau"lﬂin‘iﬂmaqanmwhﬁaﬂ) TuAUIRBUN AU S
f.f.1945 (W.f.2488) T iy s1ivn sufsn 15U 8Rnasiuanifelduren san 39130 s2ime
Samntiiufin oV e Wl lun 1 TaUMIAAY 7.0 $3ad nazaounada Ay IeIRUAn U N M1 VDS
Usemeing 1Ji‘m;]ﬂnumuml"sﬁa'uaﬁ"ﬁumam?n”uﬁ’;a Foreign Relations of The United

States n.f.1945 tay 6 w1 1242-1244 avpe’lUdl

Memorandum Prepared in the Division of Southwest Pacific Affairs.
Washington, January 13, 1945

Memorandum for the President
(for possible use in discusionwith Mr.
Churchill and Marshal Stalin)

Subject : Future Status of Thailand

British policies towards Thailand are divergent from ours. The British
regard Thailand as an enemy and it is their view:

1. That Thailand's postwar independence should be conditioned on
its acceptance of !"special arrangements for security or economic collaboration
.......... within an international system." "

2. That the peninsula of Thailand from Malaya to about 12° north
latitude should be considered a vital strategic area and its defense under
intenational security arrangements be undertaken by a protecting power or
by an intenational consortium. This is reported to be the opinion of Mr.

Churchill. Such action might substantially impair Thai administrative rights in



the area.

3. That actual military government will not be needed, except
perhaps in combat zones. However, they believe that an Allied Control
Commission should be established in Thailand, which should be continued for
some time.

4, That they should not deal at the present time with any Thai
Government.

In contrast, we do not regord Thailand as an enemy but as an
enemy occupied country. We recognize the Thai Minister in Washington as
IMinister of Thailand" with a status similar to that of the Danish Minister.
We favor a free, independent Thailand, with sovereignty unimpaired and ruled
by a government of its own choosing. Thailand is the one country in Southeast
Asia which was still independent before the war. We believe that it would be
prejudicial to american interests throughtout the Far East if, as the outcome
of the war in which we will have had the major part in defeating Japanese
aggression, Thailand should be deprived of any of its prewar territory or
should have its independent status impaired. The history of European pressure
on Thailand and of European acquisition of territory in Southeast Asia is vivid
in Asiatic memories. This Government cannot afford to share responsibility in
any way for a continuance towards Thailand of prewar imperialism in any
guise.

Within Thailand, the administration which first yielded to Japan
ond which was notoriously collaborationist has been replaced by an administra-
tion largely controlled by Pradist, present Regent, most respected of Thai
leaders and opponent of Japan form the first. American contoct has been
established with Pradist who is actively siding Allied intelligence work and
who has expressed his desire that Thailond enter the war against Japan and
that the Thai army fight by the side of the Allied.

[t is the view of the Department that an effort should be made
to persuade the British to alter their plans so that they are not in consistent
with our own. It is believed that if Thailand joins in the war against Japan
she should be treated as a liberated country and her government be recognized,
ot least provisionally. Although there are disadvantages from a political

viewpoint in  having American troops, except where militarily essential,
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participate in the recovery of European colonial areas, there would be
advantages from a political wiewpoint in having American troops under
independent American command responsible for the liberation of Thailand,
rather than having Thailand occupied as enemy teritory by British force.
Whether or not American forces should be used in Thailand, however, is a
question which would presumably be decided in the light of over or strategié
considerations.

Attached is a brief memorandum regarding the Regent Pradist.
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