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“There is possibility of imminent Japanese invasion of your country.
If you are attacked defend yourself. The preservation of the full
independence and sovereignty of Thailand is a British interest and
we shall regard an attack on you as attack upon ourselves.”
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is a British interest and we shall regard an attack on you as attack upen
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(CYPHER) WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION.
TO : UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON.

No. 6762 D. 8.45 p.m. 6th December, 1941.
6th December, 1941.
Repeated to Bangkok No. 589.

0000

MOST IMMEDIATE.
SECRET.

In view of latest reports, Prime Minister would wish to send following
message to Thai (Siamese) Prime Minister for his confidential information
if the President sees no objection.

(Begins)

2. There _; possibility of imminent Japanese invasion of your country.
If you are attacked defend yourself. We shall come to your aid to the
utmost of our power and will safeguard independence of your country.
(Ends).

3. Piease consult President at once and repeat your reply to Bangkok. |
INDIV.
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(CYPHER) DEPARTMENTAL (SECRET)
FROM BANGKOK TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Sir J. Crosby, D. 4.15.a.m. December 7th, 1941.

No. 893, R. 740.a.m. December T7th, 1941,

December 7th, 1941,
Repeated to C.Q.I.S. Singapore

Australia,
New Zealand,
India,

Burma

(by air mail)

IMMEDIATE

(Foreign Office please repeat to Washington, Tokyo and to [sic] if
thought urgently necessary).

7:13116/523/G
Your telggrams Nos. 574 and 575 have crossed my telegram No. 892.
7:13220/523/G

- I have just seen the Minister for Foreign Affairs and we send you
the following message from us both. For God’s sake do not allow British
forces to occupy one inch of Thai (Siamese) territory unless and until
Japan has struck the first blow at Thailand (Siam). At present practically
every Thai (Siamese) is behind Britian in opposition to Japan, but it will
be otherwise and irreparable harm will be done, if Britain is the first to
violate. Thai (Siamese) neutrality.

&



2. The Thai Pritae Minister has positive information that a Japanese
attack on Thailand was planned for Diecember 3rd. It was postponed at
the last mament, but it is to take place in the immediate future.

3. The Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me Colonel Moriya, who
was the Japanese military attaché here some years zgo, bas suddenly
eppeaved in Bangkok and procured an interview yesterday with Luang
- Pradist, now Minister of Finance but formerly Minister for Foreign

Affairs. Moriya enquired what was the attitude of Thailand towards Japan
{ and said that the situation was very serious. Luang Pradist replied that
, e was no longer Foreign Minister and was not competent to answer this
question.

4. Inview of urgent critical situation I beg {0 you to telegraph to me,
most immediately, authority to approach the Prime Minister with a
proposal for the joint defence of southern Thailand in the event of a
Japanese attack, as suggested in the second paragraph of my telegram No.
820. But I think the Thais would transfer the seat of government to the
north for strategic considerations, though they would send a portion of
their troops south.

(Repeated to Washington under Foreign Office No. 6772 and to
Tokyo under Foreign Office No. 1629).
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(Cypher) DEPARTMENTAL (SECRET)
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BANGXOK.

No. 598.

7 th December, 1941. D. 1.40 p.m. 7th December, 1941. |

Repeated to Washington No. 6775.

MOST IMMEDIATE.

MOST SECRET.
Washington telegram No. 5654 (of 6th December).

Please deliver to Thai (Siamese) Prime Minister following revised:
message from Prime Minister -

There is possibility of imminent Japanese invasion of your country.
If you are attacked defend yourself. The proservation of the full indepen. »
dence and Sovereignty of Thailand is a British intere:t and we shall regard
an attack on you as an attack upon curseives.

INDIV
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“There are, I know, many who were prisoners of ‘war in Siam
who have good reason, to be gratefu! for Pradit’s good will to us.  So lef
us honour a man who has rendered high service to the allied canse andt
his own country, and who from my personal knowledge of him is a firm¢
advocate of Anglo-Siamese friendship. The chain of local resistance t9
Japanese oppression in the occupied lands of South-East Asia had very few
gaps in it, and one of the strongest links was forged by Pradit in SiamI
{L.oud and prolonged cheers.)
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B.E. Net Pridi Banamyong,
E.0. ’ - 5,

17, rue Emile Dubeois,
PARIS XlVe,

Your Excellency,

It was the unanimous decieion of the Cozmittee that I ghould
write to exyreses the wish that you would accept our invitation to be an
Boncrary Menber of this Club,

A3 you may kiow, the Club was formed in 1945 by and for those
who gerved io Special Furccos and wvho were engaged in resistence and
underground oovemonts during the 1939/45 war.

It would give us, and all members cf the Club, great plessure
to lear: tkat Your Excellency will accept this Honorary Membership, 1
mow that 1t would give particular ploasurs to thoes momders, beth That
aad Bxitish formerly in the Siem Coun‘ry Section of Forse 136 sbs 4n thy
war years worked so closely «ith and received at all tises guch steadfast
support and enccoursgement from you,

This invitation is offervd as ¢ mark of our scknowledgement snif
high appreciation of the outstanding part played by Your Ezoellency in
promoting and sustaining the restistance movement which in days ef perid
end hazard rendered sexvice to boik ocur pountries.

I am, Your Excellency,

Yours sisoerely,

CHAIRMAN,

b
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Sure

mL “At the time of my departure from Bangkok on June 29, 1942, the

:4 ;:;t . §Thai Government appeared to be under the control of and subservient to
Jtbe Japanese military although still nominally independent. The pre-war

nt smt | | Council of Minsstersremained ig office with a few exceptions. As previous-

. : ?1 : (!ynotcd Luang Pradist Manudharm, pre-war Minister of Finance, who had

o stoutly resisted Japanese attempts at finavcial penetration and who has
guaunch pro-Allied seatiments, had been “promoted” to the Council of
RRegency o rliminate him fro |, politioal activities inimicals to Japan......
; Luang Vichutr had recenily bacoms Foreign Minister, Nai Direck, the

pe-war Foreigo Minister, was safcly under pbservation as Thal Am-
grssador in Tokvo., Az induated in g preceding paregraph the oniy
table absentee was MNai ¢ Usathananda, former Dirvector General of
Publicity Departmens.




“Indications of the development of a *‘Free Thai”’movement organizef
by university students were reported. Evideht)y the objective of such §
movement would be to create an underground revolutionary group whi
atapropitious moment would scize the power and free the country from
Japanese yoke and the control of its present......... leaders. Whether th{ |
small group of liberal and pro-Allied leaders who are still in the Govern:
ment......... are connected with this movement is not known.”
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711.92/33
“The British Embassy to the Department of State
“AIDE-MEMOIRE

“His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom welcomes the!
proposal made in the State Department’s memorandum of December 18th
to cortinee to recognise the Thai Minister in Washington ss the representa-
tives in the Usited States of the free people of Thailan. When the question
of setting up a Free Thai movement arises, the personalities of possible;
leaders will naturally require careful consideration, and His Majesty’s
Government are now going into this question so far as the United Kingdom
is concerned. The Thai Minister in London has shown no wish to come out
into open opposition to the regime in Bangkok, and His Majesty’s Govern-)
ment consider that it will be best to arrange for his departure.”
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“Hils repard to the Thai Minister in Washington, this Goverement
has decsiing. fter carefol considerstion of all factors involved, not fo proceed
at presaut with the proposal to recognize the Minister as’’ the presentative
inthe Unitsd Stutes o the free peodle of Thailand”’, and intends for the tme
fbeing #» reutinzs 1o resognize bim as “Minister of Thailand”.

Wit repards 1o the text of the statement which the British Govern-
ment proposes 10 issue in London, this Government considers that it
would Ix: preferable to defer the issuance of any statements by the British
and the tiaired States Governments until such time as word shall have been
reeivert that the British and the Americaa Ministers to Thailand have
sparted from the country. This Government agress that any
- issued in regard to Thailand by the British Government, the

Nethieris

is Government and the United States Governments should not
conflics.
“Washington, January 19, 1942
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892.01/32

The Secretary of State to the Deputy Director of the Office
of Strategic Services {Goodfellow)
Washington, August 26, 1943

My Dear Colonel Goodfellow: in reply to your oral inquiry
of August 4 relating to possible American operations conducted in con-
nection with a Free Thai movement, the position of the Department of
State is as follows:

The United States recognizes Thailand as an independent
state which is now under the military occupation of 3apan. This
J Government does not recognize the Thai Government as it is now con-

stituted; but this Government has refrained from declaring war on
Thailand, has continued to recognize as “Minister of Thailand™ the Thai
Minister in Washington who has denounced his Government’s coopera-
tion with Japan, and has sympathetically regdrded a Free Thai move-
ment in which he is prominent.

§&




The Government of the United States looks forward t
he reestablishment of Thailand’s independence as quickly as possibie
Available information indicates that there remain in the present Th3
Government a number of officials who opposed the capitulation of tha
Government to Japanese pressure. It is understood that Luang Pradls
Manudharm (known also as Nai Pridi Bhanomyong), a member of th
Council of Regents, is one of these officials and that he has participatel
prominently in a secrer movement which aims to restore the Goven
ment as it was constituted prior to the Japanese invasion.

in the light of this understanding Luang Pradist Manu
dharm s presurmed by the Government of the United States to repre
sent 3 continutty in the Sovemment of Thailand as it was constitute
prior to the defeciion of e Thal Prime Minister to the Japanese at th
time of The Japancie invasion and to be one of the oustanding leader
in the movemeni for Tha ndependence. Accordingly, until thi
Government has in vas to the contrary {rom the Thai people, i
feels warranted, wittu way committing Hself in respect to th
future. in regarding L Jdisioai one of the leading representative
in Thailand of the Tha

The att
provisional position y
people following thv Ui
The efforts of the
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choice of the leaders of
people alone to decide.
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9201733
The Scecetary of Stote ta the Depnty Director of the Ofice of
Strategic Servires (Goudfellow)

WastiNeroN, Augzust 26, 143,

My D Covoxie Goovrrurow: In reple to your oral inquiry of
Augnst 1 relating to possible American operations coinlucted in con-
nection with a Free Thai mevement, the position of the Departnient
of State is as follows:

The United States weengnizes Thailand as an independent state
whieli is now under the military ocenpation of Japan. ‘I'his Govern-
ment docs not recognize the That Governmment as it is now constituted;
but $iis Government has refrained frem declaring war on Thailund,
has continued to recognize as “Minister of Thailand” the Thai Min-
ister in Washinaton ! who has denotneed his Government's eoopera-
tion with Juapan, aml has svinpathetically regavded a Free Thai
movement in which he is prominent.

The Government of the United States looks forward to the re-
establi:hment of Thailand’s independence as quickly as possible.
Available information indicates that there vemain in the present Thai
Government a number of officials who opposed the capitulation of
that Governiment to Japanese pressure. It is understood that Luang
Pradist Manudbarm (known alzo as Nai Pridi Bhanomyong), 2
member of the Council of Rerents, is one of these officials and that
he has participated prominently in a seeret movement which aims to
restore the Government as it was con:tituted prior 10 the Japaneso
invasion,

In the light of this understanding Luang Pradist Manudharm is
presuined Ly the Government of the United States to represent o
continuity in the Government of Thailand as it was constituted prior
10 the defiction of the Thad Prime Minizter = to the Japanese at the
time «f the Japanese invasion and to be one of the outstanding Jeaders
in the movement for Thai independence.  Accordingly, until this
Government has indications to the contrary from the ‘Lhai people,
it feels warcanted, without in anv wav committing itzelf in respect
to the future, in regarding Luang Pradist as one of the leading rep-
resentatives in Thailand of the That nation.

The attitude of this Government, as alove outlined, is a provisional
position pending a free exprescion of the wizhas of the Thai people
following the Hiberation of Thailand by United Nations forces. The
efforis of the Governunent of ihe United States are and should be
jimited to as:isting tie Thai people to restore a native regime capable
of discharging its responsibilities and free from lureign contrel. The
final choice of the leaders of such 3 government is a malter for the
Thai peeple alone to decide.

It is Lelicved that this will give you the information yoa wished.

Sincerely yours, Coavrwn Huw
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740.0011 PaciBc War/1783: Telegram

The Chargé inSwitzerland (Huddle) tothe Secretary of State

Bern, February 2,1942.
[Received February 2--S:10a. m ]

350. Department’s 246, January 28.  Swiss Foreign Oflice note
“January 31 comununicates following telegram from Swiss Consul
" Bangkok.

“Ministry Foreign Affairs notified Consulate by letter 25th Jan-
uary: By royal command a declaration of war on ‘Greatl Britain and
the United States of America bas been made as from noon of 25th

. ”
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Memorandum Prepared in the Division of Southwest Pacific Affairs. § a"

res]

Washington, January 13, 1945 } A

1 sidi

Memorandum for the President { Thi

{for possible use in discussion with Mr. - the

Churchill and Marshal Stalin)

| ma

Subject: Future Status of Thailand it €O

British policies towards Thailand are divergent from ours.} g

The British regard Thailand as an enemy and it is their view: 4 80

I. That Thailand’s postwar independence should be con-§ di

ditioned on its acceptance of ‘special arrangements for security or} €%

economic collaboration . . . .. within an international system.™ €O

2. That the peninsula of Thailand from Malaya to about 12°} h?

north latitude should be considered a vital strategic area and its defense } €
under international security arrangements be undertaken by a protec- | ©
ting power or by an international consortium. This is reported to be the fc
opinion of Mr. Churchill. Such action might substantially impair Thai § P
administrative rights in the area.
3. That actual military government will not be needed, P
except perhaps in combat zones. However, they believe that an Allied
Control Commission should be established in Thailand, which should be
continued for some time.

4. That they should not deal at the present time with any
Thai Government. -

In contrast, we do not regard Thailand as an enemy but as
an enemy occupied country. We recognize the Thai Minister in Washing:
ton as “Minister of Thailand” with a status similar to that of the Danish
Minister. We favor a free, independent Thailand, with sovereignty }
unimpaired and ruled by a government of its own choosing. Thailand }
is the one country in Southeast Asia which was still independent before }
the war. We believe that it would be prejudicial to American interests }
throughout the Far East if, as the outcome of the war in which we will
have had the major part in defeating Japanese aggression, Thailand
should be deprived of any of its prewar territory or should have its §
independent status #mpaired. The history of European pressure on §

|

oole




hailand and of European. acquisition of territory in Southeast Asia is
ivid ‘in Asiatic memories. This Government cannot afford to share
sponsibility in any way for a continuance towards Thailand of prewar
perialism in any guise.

Within Thailand, the administration which first yielded to
tpan and which was notoriously collaborationist has been replaced by
administration largely controlled by Pradist, present Regent, most
spected of Thai leaders and opponent of Japan from the first.
American contact has been established with Praidist who is actively
iding Allied intelligence work and who has expressed his desire that
Thailand enter the war against Japan and that the Thai army fight by
the side of the Allied.

It is the view of the Department that an effort should be
made to persuade the British to alter their plans so that they are not in-
tonsistent with our own. It is believed that if Thailand joins in the war
igainst Japan she should be treated as a liberated country and her
government be recognized, at least provisionally. Although there are
lisadvantages from a political viewpoint in having American troops,
txcept where militarily essential, participate in the recovery of European
tolonial areas, there would be advantages from a poljtical viewpoint in
ftaving American troops under independent American command
esponsible for the liberation of Thailand, rather than having Thailand
occupied as enemy territory by British forces. Whether or not American
forces should be used in Thailand, however, is a question which would
presumably be decided in the light of over or strategic considerations.

Attached is a brief memorandum regarding the Regent
Pradist.
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740.0011 P.W./5—2048

Memorandum Prepared in the Department of State
{Washington) May 28, 1945.

The following message for the Secretary of States from
RUTH was received by the Department of States on May 21, 1945,

“Thai Resistance Movement, in all its dealings, has conti-
nually adhered to the advice of American representatives not to take
any premature action against the enemy. But at this time, [ believe the
Jap desire to fight can be weakened if the Resistance Movement no
longer tries to remain under cover. The Jap will be more quickly
forced to surrender unconditionally to the Allies because of the fear of
the dissolution of the so-called co-prosperity sphere. Nevertheless, we
were advised that the Resistance Movement should attempt to block
every effort of the Japs for assistance from Thailand. We have followed
this line as closely as possible, but you realize the Japs are becoming
more suspicious all the time. Not long ago the Thai Government would
not accede to a Jap demand for an additional credit of 100,000,060
bahts. I have been informed by the present government that they will
not remain in office if the Japs persist in this matter. In that event, a
new government would have to be installed and it.would have to take
action against the Japs by first ordering void all debts and agreements
the Pibul regime bad coniracted with the Japs, including the treaty on
the incorporation of four states in Malaya and Shan States(s) into
Thailand, as well as declaration of war against England and the United
States. The basis of relation between these two nations and Thailand
will to us (have to?) be set up as they were prior to Pear] Harbor.

0y



Before going ahead with this plan I want to keep you advised of the
current situation. Although I am positive that the U.S. has good inten-
ticns conceming the independence of Thailand and that they have
deep regard for the Thais themselves, 1 believe if the US., on the day
of the beginning of our action would declare her respect of Thai-
iand’s independence and state that she regards Thailand as a member of
the Unjted Nations and not as an enemy, it would greatly encourage
the Thai people who are already prepared for any sacrifice. I have alsc
advised the Supreme Commander, SEAC, of this whole matter.”

The foliowing reply was sent on May 28, 1945:

“Your message to the Secretary is deeply appreciated.”

“We undersiand your desire that Thailand actively oppose
the enemy as soon as possible. We are sure you realize. however. that
all opposition to our common enemy must be coordinated with the over-
all strategy against Japan and that it would be unfortunated if the Thai
prematurely and before reasonably assur<d of success should commence
overt action which was not integrated with the strategic plan of
SACSEA. We hope, therefore, you will continue your endeavors to pre-
vent premature overt action by resistance movement or action which
would precipitate taking over of Thai Government by the Japanese. We
are confident, you will keep us and the British fully informed should
either development become imminent despite your efforts.

“The sincere desire of yourself and the Thai people to
repudiate the Pibul declaration of war and agreements is fully under-
stood and appreciated but it is not clear why present govemnment
should resign at this time or what compulsion would cause succeeding
government to make such repudiztion its first act. It would appear that
the resistance movement could more effectively accomplish its objec-
tives when emerging from cover by coordinated surprise attack on
enemy supplies, communicatiuns, forces, and equipment and by seizure
of enemy officers, officials, documents and key points. Political acts of
repudiation and realignment with the Allies could follow.

“We attach great importance to existence of an effective
constitutional Thai Government on Thai soil to work with Allies. We
hope that all possible preparations will have been made to forestall
seizure or scattering of important pro-Allied personnel so that such
govemment could promptly function in areas free from Japanese, could
direct Thai military operations and coordinate them with Allied opera-
tions, and could reestablish effective civil govemnment machinery as
areas are liberated.

“The United States cannot unilaterally declare another
nation a member of the United Nations but it will be happy publicly
to reiterate at an appropriate time its respect for Thai independence

o



and to declare that it has at no time considered Thailand an enemy. We
look forward to the day when both our countries can appropriately
make public our common cause against our COmmon enemy.

Grew
Acting Secretary of State.”
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1272 FORLIGN KELATIONS, 1945, YOLUME VI

892,018 7848
The Department of State to the British Esmbassy

Awe-Méaomr

The United Siates Government believes that the basie policies and
objectives of the Britich and American Governments in regand to
Thailand are subsstantially similar: both Governments favor the res-
‘a torntion of the reedom, independence, and sovercignty of Thailand:
both Goveinments agree that the territories acquired by Fhaild
from Aainye, Burmn, and Indochinn must be restored ; neitlier Gov.
crnment bas any territorial ambitions in Thailand ; both Gosernmients
ave appavently confident of the sincerity of Ivmit’s desire to align
Thailand with the Adlies, to drive the Japanese owt of Thailuwd, and
to nid it the final defent of Japan: and both Governmends are in ae-
cord that it would e unwige under present conditions to rerogmze
a Thiai Government -in-exile.

There are sovernd watiers, however, on which further discussion
would appenr destinble in order lo rssure n conunon understminling,
In view of recent wmilitary developments in Southeast Asin and of
polities] develoganenia within Thailand, such diccussion is reganted
as urgent. These patiers ave:

Y Pertirar Inteonational Avvengements i Regard to Thailand.

AMr, Fden's coranmniestions of September - and November 22, 194647
referved (o postwar infernationad armangemenis (o which Thaitand
shonld ppzeee. This Government believes that at an nppropriate tive
Thailasd shoukd be admitted (o the United  Kations Ocganization on
its pleder to rooperate fully as a sovercign power in all pertiaent in-
termations! serowement. 18 believes that it wonhd ot by desirmhle
(o ke arerpduaee of such arevngements o condition (o Lthe 1estore:
fin of Thaibu < itelegendenes sind sovereignly,
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892.01/6-28645
The Department of State in the British Embassy
Aide-Memotre

The United States Governmen: believes that the basic
. policies and objectives uf the British and American Governments in
regard to Thailand are substantially similar: both Governments favor
the restoration of the f{reedom, independence, and sovereignty of
Thailand: both Governments agree that the territories acquired by
Thailand from Malzyva, Burma, and Indochina must be restored: neither
Government has any territorial ambitions in Thailand; both Govemn-
. ments are apparently confident of the sincerity of RUTH's desire 1o
align Thailand with the Allies, to drive the Japanese out of Thailand,
and to aid in the final defeat of Japan: and both Governments are in
accord that it would be unwise under present conditions in recognize
- 3 Thal Govemnment-in-exile.

‘ These are several matters, however, on which further dis-
cussion would appear desirable in order to assure 3 common under-
ﬁmimg In view of recent military developrhents in Southeast Asia and
of political developments within Thailand, such discussion is regarded
- as urgent. These matters are:

1. Postwar lInternational Arrangéments in Regard to Thai
lang.
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Mr. Eden’s communications of September 4 and Novem-
ber 22, 1944 referred to postwar intemational arrangements to which
Thailand should agree. This Government believes that at an appropriate
time Thailand should be admitted to the United Nations Organization
on its pledge to cooperate fully as a sovereign power in all pertinent
international arrangements. It believes that it would not be desirable to
make acceptance of such arrangements a condition to the restoration of
Thailand’s independence and sovereignty.
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740.0011 PW /81845 : Telecram

T'he Sccretary of State to the Ambassador in the United Kingdom
(Winant)

WasningroN, August 15, 1945—3 p.m.

6922, Rritish Embassy has informed ns®
(a) {hut FonOff has authorized Mountbatten ! perronally to advise
Rurh (o make announcement as soon as possible afler final Japanese
surrender_disnvowing ‘Thai_declaration of war upon_Great Britan
and United States and all measures flowing (herefrom which may

operate io prejilice of Allies, repudinting alliance and all other agree-
ments with Japan, placing Thailand and its armed forces at service of

On August 1),

1n telegram 7072 Auzust 21, 1 5 mi, to Doanden, the Treparrtment ptated:
“Through error in reading cwl: word Monnibatten was neorecclly referred to
In parncraph (8) of Doeplel 8822, August 18, Indruciions were directed o 2
Mritish sflicer wwlerstond to be in contact wWith RUTH to ollcr as hiy personal
advies to Revn the sugeestions ontlined,  Ranwe error aggwars in last sentence
Deptel 932, Anzast 18, The Thal Mintster has been informed of ecror. Refer-
enee 1o Mounthation in garngraph (8) of Deptel (2122 by coont.” (710.0011-
PW/8-2143)  For telegram QK2 see infre.

Allies, and declaring his neadiness to semd a representative im-
awdintely to Kandy to get in touch with Allics.  British sugreested
{hat announcement might. also stato that Roern had informed British
anl_American Governments al an caclier siage (hat resistance moyve-
ment wished fo initiate overt action against_the enemy and releained
enly on exprezs request of Allies for operational reasons,

(3) That FonOIr also informcd Mounthatien if Rutn takes neces-
sary inifiative as advised, Pritish nre disposed, becanse of support by
Thai resistance movement and of Allicd reguest not to take aetion bast
May, to forego pressing for separate acl ol unconditional swrrender
ghich under existing civeumstances would be eonsideresd noral proce-
dure, aud o mold their policy nevording to Thai readiness te make
restitnfion for the past and to cooperate for the future.

{¢) That if Liuris follows ndvice and sends vepreseniative to Kandy,
Rritish propose to communicate with Dept before commencing nego-
tintions regarding the terms on which they would be prepared to
terminate siate of war,
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740.0011 PW/S-1545: Telegram

Y The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in the United
Kingdom.

(Winant)

Washington, August 15, 1945 - 3 p.m.
6922:British Embassy has informed us.
a) that FonOff has authorized Mountbatten personally to
advise RUTH to make announcement as soon as possible after final
Japanese surrender disavowing Thai declaration of war upon Great
Britain and United States and all measures flowing therefrom which
may operate to prejudice of Allies, repudiating alliance and all other
agreements with Japan, placing Thailand and its armed forces at service
of Allies, and declairing his readiness to send a representative immediately
to Kandy to get in touch with Allies. British suggested that announce-
ment might also state that RUTH had informed British and American
Governments at an earlier stage that resistance movement wished tc
initiate overt action against the enemy and refrained only on express
request of Allies for operational reasons.
b)  that FonOff also informed Mountbatten if RUTH takes necessa-
1y initiative as advised, British are disposed, because of support by Thai
resistance movement and of Allied request not to take action last May,
to forego pressing for separate act of unconditional surrender which
under existing circumstances would be considered normal procedure,
and to mold their policy according to Thai readiness to make restitu-
tion for the past and to cooperate for the future.
<) that if RUTH follows advice and sends representative to
Kandy, British propose to communicate with Dept before commencing
negotiations regarding the terms on which they would be prepared to

terminate state of war.
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Nemorendum Prepared in the Depariment of State

[Waswinaron,) May 28, 1945,
The following message for the Secretary of State from Ruri was
received by the Departmont of State on May 21, 1945:

“Thai Resistane Movement, in all ils dealings, has confinnally
adheted 1o the advice of Amerienn reprezentatives not to take any pre-
maliiro aelipn apainst the enciny.  But at this time, Ihelieve the Jap
duive 4o fight ean be weakened if the Resistance Movetient uo hanger
tries to remain under eover. The Japs will be more quickly forced
to surrender wncenditionally to the Allics becanse of the fenr of the
dissclution of the so-ealled co-presperity sphere. Nevertheless, we
were advised that the Resistance Movenwnt should attempt to block
every effort of the Japa for assistance from Thniland. We have fol.
lowed this line as closely as possible, but you renlize the Japs am
breoming more sunpicious all the tims.  Not long aro the Thai Gor-
ernincut woukd net secede to & Jup demand for an additional eredit of
10,000,000 bakts. T have been informed by the present governuren
that they will mot renmin in office if the Japs perzist in this matter,
Ir that event, a new government would have to be installed wnd #t
would hare to take action agninst the Japs by firdd oerdering void ali
debsts and agreements tha Pibul regrime had contracted with the Japs,
inclnding the treaty on the incorporation of four siates in Malnya and
Blan Statels] into Thailund, £s well ax declarstion of war against
Fonxland and the United Stutes.  The'hasis of relgiions bet wern these
two nations amd Thailnnd witl to ns {Aave 107 be vet up as they were
prior to Pear] Hardor, Befotv going shead with this plan 1 want to

rep vou sdviaed of te aurent situation.  Although 1 am pusities
that the US. hae pood intentions concerning the indepedence of
Thailand and that they have shey regard for the Thais thewselves, {
tolicva il the U.S., ou the day o; the beginning of our sction, would
declare her 15y b w8 Thailand's isudependence and stale that she re-
gurds Thailand as & memier of the United Nations and wot se an
enomy, it wonld greatly snconrape the Thai people who are alneady
prepared for any saerifice. § bave o midvisad the Supreme Com-
swnder, SEAC, of this whols nnttes.”

The fullowing reply was sent on May 28, 1545 %
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*Your message to the Secretary is drrl‘v‘ly sppreciated.

“We undersiand your dexive that Thailaud actively oppose the enemy
assoon as pussilile.  We are sutv you rvalize, however, that all opposi-
tion (0 our comumon enemy miusd be coordinsted with the over-all strat-
gy against Japan and that it would be unlerinnate if the Thai pre-
nalurely and before reasonably awsured of success should commence
overi action which was wot intexraled with the strategie plans of

* la & mrwmaramdewm of Sy 2R of n rwaverselion With the British Misister
(Bansom). the Chinl of the Division of Sauthwrasi Astan ANalrs ¢ Moffar) stated
that he had handesl cogiles of the sersmapes of Moy 21 and dlay 36 te the Mintrter
o peiee full covrdination of Reitish sad Amvricss action™ (90281 /3-2845)

SACSEA® We hope, therefore, will eontinuo your sudeavors
to prevent premature overt aclion by resisance ovement or agtion
which would precipitate tnking aver of Thai Government by the Jap
ancse.  We are eonlident. you will keep us and the British fully in-
formed should either develupwrnt become dmminent despite ‘your
eflort«.

“The sincere desire of mml{' and the Thai le to repudiate the
Pibul declarstions of war and agreeincate is {aly nbdersiood and
appreciated bt it is ant clear why L):mt governnient chould resign
at this lime or whst rempulsion would eawse succesding gavornment 1o
make such repudiation s fint act. It woald .as‘prar that the resig-
ance movenient conkd more effectively scosmplish its objectives when
smerging from cover by enurdinated surprise attack on eneiny sup.
Pplirs, communications, forces, and equipment and by seizare of enem y
officers, oficials, documents awnd key points. Pulitical acts of repud;-
ation and realignment with the Allies could follew,

“Wa attuch preat imporiance to sxistenco of an effective constitn.
tional Thei Government on Thai asll to work with Ailies. We hope
that all posvible preprrations will hava been mads te forestall ecizure
or ecallerink of important pro-Allied personnal 0 that such govern.
ment could prompily function in aress free from J:fumc could
direct Thai military opecstions and csordinate them with Allied oper-
ations, and could reestublish sffective sivil gorernmental mackinery
88 arcas aro Jiberated.

*The United States cannot unilafersly daclare anothor mation a
meinber of the Uniied Nntions but # will m‘y publicly to reiter.
M »t an appropriate time its tespect for 1 frdependence . and
to declare that it has at no time considered Thailrad sn enemy. l:{e
look forward to tho day when both our countries ean appropriately
mako public our cominun canse against cur common anemy.

Grew,
Acting Secretary of State.”

“I.l'l!ll“ﬂ.
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