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PROGRAMME

The 60" Anniversary of the Film
THE KING OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT

At Major Cineplex, World Trade Center
Wednesday 4, 2001 at 17.30 hours

Reception at the lobby.
Dr.Zax Chamber Orchestra performs the scor from the film.

Opening the ceremony in the theater hall.
The Suan Plu Chorus perform the song : A Worthy Man

Professor Dr. Wichien Watanakun addresses to the Chairman of the Ceremony.

The Deputy Minister of Education, Mr.Jamlong Krutkhuntod delivers a speech to mark
the opening of the 60" Anniversary of the Film,The King of the White Elephant.

H.E. the Ambassador of Republic of France to Thailand H.E. Mr. Christian Prette
delivers a speech and presents the master 16 mm film of the King of the White Elephant
to the Deputy Minister of Education.

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr.Nitya Pibulsonggram
presents the master 35 mm film of the King of the White Elephant to the Deputy Minister
of Education.

The Deputy Minister of Education presents the token of appreciation to the representative
of the sponsors.

Film Screening Ceremony.

Introduction to the film by Dr. Chanwit Kasetsiri.
Speech by Thanphooying Phoonsuk Banomyong.

The Suan Plu Chorus performs the song : Sri Ayodhaya

Screening of The King of the White Elephant.

The End.
The King Anthem.
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The 60" Anniversary Project of
The King of the White Elephant

The 4th of April 1941 has marked a milestone in the Thai film history when The King of the White Elephant
by Pridi Banomyong made its world premiere in different places in the eastern and western hemispheres:
Bangkok, Singapore City and New York. Unlike any other film created to serve commercial purposes, The
King of the White Elephant reflected political standpoint of this senior statesman, and represented the Thai
people in declaring peace against the threatening World War 1. This was done in advance of the very day, 16
August 1945, when he, as regent and leader of the Free Thai Movement, actually declared null and void
Pibulsonggram Government’s declaration of war on the Allies, making Thailand a peace advocate in the
World War II.

After making its debut on the international stage, The King of the White Elephant disappeared without trace
in Thailand after its negative had been destroyed by fire damaging the Royal Thai Air Force’s film warehouse
during the War. Fortunately, it was later discovered that Pridi Banomyong had made copyright registration
of the film in the United States, legally requiring the copyright owner to send the film’s copy to the
Copyright Office, the Library of Congress, Washington D.C., where the film was later transferred into the
16-mm version after its 35-mm original copy had been too depreciated to restore and, finally, removed.
Furthermore, he also sent another copy for further screening in Sweden, where it was afterwards discovered
in 1969. Then, while in exile, he restored this copy of the 100-minute-long film by transferring it into the 16-
mm edited version with the approximate length of 60 minutes, and showed it to the Thai students in Paris,
France.

However, The King of the White Elephant did not return to Thailand until 1980, or 39 years later, when it,
in Pridi Banomyong’s edited version, got its first screening in Thailand. Occasionally, the film has been
shown, making it better known among the Thai audiences.

With unremitting efforts to request ownership of the 16-mm film from the U.S. Library of Congress for
years, the National Film Archive under the Fine Arts Department in 1993 finally received its copy from the
National Film Archives of Japan which also purchased one more copy for its own collection. Since the copy
provided by the National Film Archive Center of Japan was meant to serve screening, not preservation
purposes, it was frequently shown both locally and internationally.

The year 2000 marked the centennial anniversary of Pridi Banomyong. The government of Thailand
officially celebrated the event and the UNESCO approved the nomination of Pridi Banomyong to the
Celebration of the Anniversaries of Great Personalities and Historic Events Calendar. Realizing the historical
significance of the film, the Thai Film Foundation, under patronage of Prince Anusornmongkolkarn, proposed
in advance the duplication and 35-mm restoration project of The King of the White Elephant to the Committee
of the Project for the National Celebration on the Occasion of the Centennial Anniversary of Pridi Banomyong:
Senior Statesman.

However, the proposal was not given any support until the beginning of 2000 when an organizer of the
Asian Film Festival in Deauville, France made a request for participation of a historical Thai film in the
Festival. Then the National Film Archive under the Fine Arts Department recommended The King of the
White Elephant despite its incomplete condition. After having seen the film, the Festival organizer approved
its participation in the Festival and was also interested in the duplication and 35-mm restoration project of
The King of the White Elephant. As a result, the Asian Film Festival in Deauville sought for, and, finally




received financial assistance in following the procedures of film duplication at the U.S. Library of Congress,
which then submitted the film’s copy to the National Film Archive under the Fine Arts Department for
further procedures of 35-mm restoration.

Therefore, the Committee of the 60™ Anniversary of The King of the White Elephant initiated the 35-mm
restoration project for both preserving the film as an original piece of history at the National Film Archive
under the Fine Arts Department, and providing a copy for further public screening.

The 4™ of April 2001 marks the 60" anniversary of The King of the White Elephant, the film deserving

national celebration in honor of its highest distinctions.

The Committee Members:

Than Phuying Phoonsuk Banomyong (The Pridi Banomyong Foundation) Chairwoman
Pr.Alain Patel (Deauville Panasia Film Festival) Vice-chairman.

The representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Committee member
Mr.Lannig Stervinou (The French Embassy, Bangkok) Committee member
Madeleine de Langalerie-Robin (TV5 : Television for French Speaking) Committee member
Mr.Jean-Francois Fauveau (Air France) Committee member
Mr.Gerard Fouquet (The International Collage, Mahidol University) Committee member
Prof. Dr. Wichian Watanakun (The Pridi Banomyong Institute) Committee member
Khun Dusdee Banomyong Committee member
Khun Vanie Saipradit Committee member
Dr. Wissanu Waranyoo Committee member
Khun Adisak Sekrattana (The National Film Archive) Committee member
Khun Niwat Kongphien (The Matichon Newspaper) Committee member
Khun Wicha Phoonworalak (Major Cineplex) Committee member
Khun Naporn Chimchome (Kodak (Thailand)Limited) Committee member
Khun Dome Sukvong (Thai Film Foundation) Committee member/Secretary
Khun Chalida Uabamrungjit Committee member/Assistant Secretary
Objectives: )

1.To preserve The Film The King of the White Elephant as national heritage by means of the 35-mm
restoration, and then submit the film to the National Film Archive under the Fine Arts Department

2.To publicize the value of The King of the White Elephant both locally and internationally

3.To raise funds for the White Elephant Award Fund of the Thai Film Foundation under patronage of
Prince Anusornmongkolgarn, which is established in honor of The King of the White Elephant to support
the filmmaking contest of Thai students, and for the Pridi Banomyong Institute Fund

4.To celebrate the 60" anniversary of The King of the White Elephant

The Project Coordinators:
The Thai Film Foundation under patronage of Prince Anusornmongkolgarn and the Pridi Banomyong
Institute .

The Project Sponsors:

1.Deauville Panasia Film Festival, France

2.The French Embassy, Bangkok

3.TV 5 television for French Speaking.

4.Air France

5.Kodak (Thailand) Co., Ltd.

6.Major Cineplex

7.The Royal Thai Embassy, Paris, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Address by
Prof. Dr. Wichian Watanakun
President of the Executive Committee of
Pridi Banomyong Institute
President of Alliance Francaise (Bangkok)

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the organising committee for the celebration of the 60™ anniversary of the film “The King of the
White Elephant”, [ would like to express my gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Jumlong Krutkuntod, Deputy
Minister of Education, for kindly presiding over the celebration of the film this evening.

The Senior Statesman Prof. Dr. Pridi Banomyong, wrote and published the novel “The King of the White
Elephant” in English in the year 1940, and subsequently produced a film of the same name that year. The
35mm film was produced with English soundtracks and was world-premiered simultaneously in Bangkok,
New York, and Singapore on 4 April 1941.

As the year 2000 marked the centennial anniversary of Prof. Dr. Pridi Banomyong, the film ‘“The King of the
White Elephant” has been restored and a copy to be kept at the National Film Archive of the Fine Arts
Department, since it is considered as one of the most important cinematographic heritage of the country.
Efforts have also been made to restore the film from the reproduced 16mm version which was the only
existing copy , to the original 35mm form in order to show it to the public once again as part of its 60"
anniversary.

This particular occasion was made possible with support from Pr. Alain Patel, Director of the Deauville
Panasia Film Festival in France, who initiated a funding campaign for this project. In addition, organisations
such as the Embassy of France in Bangkok, the French TV 5, Air France and the Royal Thai Embassy in
Paris also played important roles in restoring the film.

It should be further mentioned that the organising committee has received support for this cause from
persons such as Dr. Charnvit Kasetsiri, who will introduce the film, Mr. Gerard Fouquet, liaison for the
French and Thai committees, Mr. Payut Ngaokrajang, film poster designer, Mr. Sopit Budharak, commemo-
rative medal designer. Also supportive were Kodak (Thailand) Co. Ltd. and Major Cineplex Co. Ltd., for
providing this evening’s venue.

Now, T would like to invite Your Excellency to say a few words to start off the ceremony.
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Opening Address
Mr. Jamlong Krutkuntod Deputy Minister of Education
In receiving the film “The King of the White Elephant”

Thanphuying Phoonsuk Banomyong, Chairperson of the organising committee for the 60 anniversary of
the film “The King of the White Elephant”, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Itis an honour for me to be invited by the organizing committee to preside over the opening of this evening’s
event.

[ would like to present my compliments to the organising committee for regarding the film “The King of the
White Elephant”, produced by Senior Statesman Prof. Dr. Pridi Banomyong, as a cultural heritage of our
country. Thus, the committee has played an essential role in raising funds both for retrieving of the film and
also for the restoration in its original 35mm version to be presented to the National Film Archive.

On behalf of the Ministry of Education, which also oversees cultural affairs, T would like to thank the
committee for its work. In addition, I would like to express my gratitude to the committee in the name of
the Fine Arts Department, which has been given the honour to preserve the film as a national treasure.

v

['am certain that if Prof. Dr. Pridi Banomyong happens to know this cause in any way, he would be pleased
that this event was made possible and that all of you had come to participate in this auspicious occasion.

It is now time for the opening of the celebration of the 60™ anniversary of “The King of the White Elephant’.
I wish you all great success.




S.E M. Christian Prettre

Ambassadeur de France

M. Le Ministre, Than Pu Ying Phoonsuk Banomyong, Excellences, Mesdames, Messieurs,

Le cinéma fait partie intégrante de la mémoire des hommes, il en est le témoin. Nous
sommes réunis pour assister a la remise officielle de I’internégatif et de la copie du film « Le Roi a I'E

léphant Blanc » qui va enfin retrouver sa place éminente, au sein de votre cinémathéque nationale.

Cette ode a la paix, 60 ans jour pour jour aprés sa premiére projection, reste d’actualité et
incarne I’esprit visionnaire de son réalisateur qui fut, et restera a jamais, un grand ami de la France.
Licenci¢ de la facult¢ de Droit de Caen en 1924, Pridi Banomyong gagne Paris ou il obtient un
doctorat d’Etat de Droit avec la mention trés bien ainsi que le diplome d’Ftudes Supérieures
d’Economie Politique. C’est a cette époque qu’il rejoint un groupe d’étudiants thailandais avee qui il
crée «le parti du peuple », dont Pobjectif est de doter le Royaume du Siam d’une monarchic
constitutionnelle.Intellectuel, homme d’état, cinéaste, Pridi Banomyong a été choisi par 'UNESCO

pour figurer parmi les grandes figures du éme siécle.

C’est donc avec plaisir que je remets officiellement & la Cinémathéque de Thailande - et au
nom de nos partenaires : la chaine de télévision francophone TVS5, Air France et le Festival du Film
Asiatique de Deauville - I'internégatif du film « Le roi & I’éléphant blanc ». Ce support grace auquel

<

des copies du film ont €té réalisées, aura permis de retrouver ces images un moment égarées.

Je voudrais souligner combien nous sommes heureux, ce soir, de participer non seulement a
la sauvegarde et a la conservation du patrimoine cinématographique thailandais, mais aussi a la dé

monstration éclatante que le cinéma est devenu aujourd’hui un des fondements de notre mémoire et

de notre histoire.




Address by
H.EMr. Christian Prette
Ambassador of France

Excellency, Than Pu Ying Phoonsuk Banomyong, Ladies and Gentlemen

Cinema is one of today’s components of the memory of mankind, and its witness. We are gathered
here to commemorate the 60" anniversary of the first screening of *“The King of the White Elephant” which
is going to regain its glorious place, at the heart of your Film Archives.

This film dedicated to peace, is well-alive to the mind of many as it incarnates the visionary spirit
of a film-maker who was and will remain tforever a great friend of France. Pridi Banomyong graduated from
the Faculty of Law at the University of Caen in 1924, then becamc doctor-in-law in Paris with the best
distinction, and also reccived the diploma for Political Economics. At this period of his life he joined other
Thai students and created the “People’s Party”, the objective of which was to create in the Kingdom of Siam
a Constitutional Monarchy. Intelectual, man of state, film-maker, Pridi Banomyong was chosen by the
UNESCO among the outstanding persons of the twentieth century.

It is with particular pride that the French Embassy was associated to TV5, the French-speaking
worlwide channel, to Air France and to the Deauville Asian Film Festival, to produce along with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand a new print of this masterpiece, for some time lost in time and
space.

We are honored and happy to take part in this event, celebrating the patrimonial rediscovery of a
landmark in Thai Culture, and once again demonstrating that cinema has become one of the foundations of
the contemporary history of our societies.
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Address by
Thanphuying Phoonsuk Banomyong

To commemorate the 60°" anniversary of
“The King of the White Elephant”

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Back in the year 1937, when Italian Fascists and German Nazis started to invade their neighbouring
countries in Europe and when Japanese troops were overrunning and seizing the northeastern part of China,
anew world war was threatening the world. Meanwhile, in Siam, Pridi realized that the imminent war might
be detrimental to his country. As a result, he produced a film called “The King of the White Elephant” in
1940, which was adapted from a novel of the same name penned by himself as a token for peace and to
proclaim that Thais are peace loving, for he viewed that “Peace hath her victories no less renowned than

e’

war

The task of producing this film was immense, so that it could not have been accomplished without the
unswerving support from numerous people and organisations. All those involved in the production of the
film had contributed their cooperation voluntarily, with the ultimate goal of creating a work dedicated solely
to peace.

Sixty years have elapsed since the world premiere of “The King of the White Elephant” on 4 April 1941. It
is a pleasure to know that all of you who have faith in peace in the same spirit as the director of the film have
united your efforts in making tonight’s celebration possible. I am sure that Pridi would be profoundly
appreciated should he know your high esteem of his work by any means.

On behalf of everyone involved in producing “The King of the White Elephant”, I would like to express my
sincerest thanks to your efforts in making this anniversary possible. May the Buddhist Triple Gems along
with your goodwill lead our world to a path of peace and happiness, just as what Pridi had hoped for.

Thank you.
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Pridi Banomyong

(Luang Pradist Manudharm)
11 May 1900 - 2 May 1983

Pridi Banomyong was a leader of Khana Rasadorn (People’s Party) which, on 24 June, 1932, changed the
system of government in Siam from absolute monarchy to constitutional monarchy. From 1932-1947, he
had assumed many important positions including Minister of Interior, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister
of Finance, Founder of the University of Moral and Political Science (Thammasart), Regent, Leader of the
Free Thai Movement (Seri Thai) or the movement resisting the Japanese occupation, and Prime Minister of
Siam.

He tired his best in a quest for independence democracy, social justice, cooperation with friendly countries,
for peace and humanity.

In 1946, His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol (King Rama VIII) graciously decreed that Pridi Banomyong be
appointed “Senior Statesperson” to give advice to national affairs for the good of the nation.

Pridi was forced into exile abroad for 36 years due to military-civilian coup on 8 November 1947. During
1949-1970, he resided in The People’s Republic of China. Since then, he had lived in France until he passed
away peacefully on May 2, 1983.
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