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740.0011 Pacific War[1793 : Telegram

The Charge in Switzerland ( Huddlc ) to the

Secretary of State

Berm, February 2,1942

(Received February 2-S: 10 a.m.)

350 Department's 246, January 28. Swiss
Foreign Office note January 31 communicates fol-

lowing telegram from Swiss Consul Bangkok.

“Ministry Foreign Affairs notified Consu-
late by letter 25 th January ¢ By royal command a
declaration of war on Great Britain and the United
States of America has been made as from noon of

25 th January 2485 B.E.

Huddle
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My Dear Colonel Goodfellow : In reply to your
oral inquiry of August 4 relating to possible American
operations conducted in connection with a Free
Thai movement, the position of the Department of

‘ State is as follows :

The United States recognizes Thailand as an
independent state which is now under the military
occupation of Japan. This Government does not
recognize the Thai Government as it is now constituted;
but this Government has refrained from declaring
war on Thailand, has continued to recognize
as “Minister of Thailand” the Thai Minister in
Washington who has denounced his Government s
coopeatrion with Japan, and has sympathetically

regarded a Free Thai movement in which he is

prominent.

The Government of the United States looks

forward to the reestablishment of Thailand’s inde-



36

pendence as quickly as possible. Available informa-
tion indicateé that there remain in the present Thai
Government a number of officials who opposed the
capitulation of rthat Government to Japanese pressure.
It is understood that Luang Pradist Manudharm
(known also as Nai Pridi Bhanomyong), a member |
of the Council of Regents, is one of these officials
and that he has participated prominently in a secret
movement which aims to restore the Government as

it was constituted prior to the Japanese invasion.

In the light of this understanding Luang Pradist
Manudharm is presumed By the Government of the
United States to represent a continuity in the Go-
vernment of Thailand as it was constituted prior to
the defection of the Thai Prime Minister to the
~Japanese at the time of The Japanese invasion and
to be one of the outstanding leaders in the move-

ment for Thai independence. Accordingly, until this
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Government has indications to the contrary from the
Thai reople, it feels warranted, without in any way
commitiing itself in respect to the future, in regar-
ding Luang Pradist as one of the leading representé-

tives in Thailand of the Thai nation.

The attitude of this Government, as above
outlined, is a provisional position pending a free
expression of the wishes of the Thai people following
the liberation of Thailand by United Nations forces.
The efforts of the Government of the United States
are and should be limited to assisting the Thai people
to restore a native regime capable of discharging its
responsibilities and free from foreign control. The
final choice of the leaders of such a government is

a matter for the Thai people alone to decided.

It is believed that this will give you information

you wished.

Sincerely yours,

Cordell Hull
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Memorandum Prepared in the Division of
Southwest Pacific Affairs.

Washington, January 13, 1945

Memorandum for the President
(for possible use in discussion u'n'th Mr.

Churchill and Marshal Stalin)

Subject: Future Status of Thailand

British policies towards Thailand are divergent
from ours. The British regard Thailand as an

enemy and it is their view :
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1. That Thailand s postwar independence should
be conditioned on its acceptance of “special arrange-
ménts‘for security or economic collaboration... ...

"
within an international system.

2.  That the peninsula of Thailand from Malaya
to about 12" north latitude should be considered a
vital strategic area and its defense under inter-
national security arrangements be undertaken by a
protecting power or by an international consortium.
This is reported to be the opinion of Mr. Churchiil.
Such action might substantially impair Thai adminis-

trative rights in the area.

3. That actual iilitary government will not be
needed, except perhaps in combat zones. However,
they believe that an Allied Control Commission

should be established in Thailand, which should be

continued for some time.
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4. That they should not deal at the present time

with any Thai Government.

In contrast, we do not regard Thailand as an
enemy but as an enemy occupied country. We
recognize the Thai Minister in Washington as

“Minister of Thailand~ with a status similar to that
of the Danish Minister. We favor a free, indepen-
dent Thailand, with sovereignty unimpaired and

ruled by a government of its own choosing.

Thailand is the one country in Southeast Aéia which
was still independent before the war. | We believe
that it would be prejudicial to American interests
throughout the Far East if, as {he outcome of the
war in which we will have had the major part in
defeating Japanese aggressian, Thailand should be
deprived of any of its prewar terri’tory or should
have its independent status impaired. The history of

European pressure on Thailand and of European
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acquisition of territory in Southeast Asia is vivid in
Asiatic memories. This Government cannot afford
to share responsibility in any way for a continuance
towards Thailand of prewér imperialism in any

guise.

Within Thailand, the administration which

first yielded to Japan and which was notoriously
collaborationist has been replaced by an adminis-
tration largely controlled by Pradist, present
Regent, most respected of Thai leaders and opponent
of Japan from the first. American contact has béen
established with Praidist who is actively siding
Allied intelligence work and who has expressed his
desire that Thailand enter the war against Japan and

that the Thai army fight by the side of the Allied.

Jt is the view of the Department that an

effort should be made to persuade the British to
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alter their plans so that they are not inconsistent
with our own. It is belicved that if Thailand joins
in the war against Japan she should be treated as a
liberated country and her government be recognized,
at least provisionally. Although there are disadvan-
tages from a political viewpoint in having American
troops, except where militarily essential, participate
in the recovery of European colonial areés, there
would be advantages from a political viewpoipt in
having American troops under independent American

command responsible for the liberation of Thailand,
rather than having Thailand occupied as enemy

territory by British forces. Whether or not American
forces should be used in Thailand, however, is a
question which would presumably be decided in the

light of over or strategic considerations.

Attached is a brief memorandum regarding

the Regent Pradist.
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Memorandum Prepared in the Department of

State (Washington) May 28, 1945.

The fcllowing message for the Secretary of

States from RUTH was received by the Department

of States on May 21, 1945,

“Thai Resistance Movement, in all its dealings,
has continually adhered to the avdice of American
representatives not to take any premature action
against the enemy. But at this time, I believe the

Jap desire to fight can be weakened if the Resistance
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Movement no longer tries to remain under cover.

The Jap will be more quickly forced to surrender
unconditionally to the Allies because of the fear
of the dissolution of the so—called co-prosperity
sphere. Nevertheless. we were advised that the
Resistance Movement should attempt to block every
effqrt of the Japs for assistance from Thailand. We
have followed this line as closely as possible, but
you realize the Japs are becon.ing more suspicious
all the time. Not long ago the Thai Government
would not accede to a Jap demand for an additional
credit of 100,000,000 bahts. I have been informed
by the present government that they will not remain
in office if the Japs persist in this matter. In that
event, a new government would have to be installed
and it would have to take action against the Japs by
first ordering void all debts and agreements the Pibul
regime bad contracted with the Japs, including the

treaty on the incorporation of four states in Malaya
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and Shan States (s) into Thailand, as well as
declaration of war against»England and the United
States. The basis of relation between these two
nations and Thailand will to us (have to ?) be set
up as they were prior to Pearl Harbor. Before going
ahead with this plan I want to keep you advised of
the current situation. Although I am positive that

the U.S. has good intentions concerning the inde-

pendence of Thailand and that they have deep regard
for the Thais themselves, I believe if the U.S., on
the day of the beginning of our action would declare
her respect of Thailand’s independence and state that
Shé regards Thailand as a member of the United

Nations and not as an enemy, it would greatly

encourage the Thai people who are already prepared

for any sacrifice. I have also advised the Supreme

Commander, SEAC, of this whole matter.”

The following reply was sent on May 28, 1945;



60

“Your message to the Secretary is . deeply

appreciated.

We understand your desire that Thailand
activly oppose the enemy assoon as possible. We
are sure you realize, however, that all opposition to
our common enemy must be coordinated with the
overall strategy against Japan and that it would be

unfortunated if the Thai prematurely and before

reasonably assured of success should commenne overt
action which was not integrated with the strategic
plan of SACSEA. We hope, therefore, you will
continue your endeavors to prevent premature overt
aetion by resistance movement or action which would
precipitate taking over of Thai Goverment by the
Japanese. We are confident, you will keed us and
the British fully informed should either deveiopment

become imminent despite your efforts.

The sincere desire of yourstif and the Thai
people to repudiate the Pibul declaration of war and

agreements is fully understood and- appreciated but
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it is not clear why present government should resign at
this time or what compulsion would cause succeeding
government to make such repudiation its first act. It
would appear that the resistance movement could more
effectively accomplish its objectives when emerging
from cover by coordinated surprise attack on enemy
supplies, communications, forces, and equipment énd
by seizure of enemy officers, officials, documents
and key points. Political acts of repudiation and

realignment with the Allies could follow.

We attach great importance to existence of
an effective constitutional Thai Government on Thai
soil to work with Allies. We hope that all possible
preparations will have been made to forestall seizure
or scattering of important pro-Allied personnel so
that such government could promptly function in
areas free from Japanese, could direct Thai military
operations and coordinate them with Allied opera-
tions, and could reestablish effective civil government

machinery as areas are liberated.
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The United States cannot unilaterally declare
another nation a member of the United Nations but
it will be happy publicly to reiterate at an appropriate
time its respect for Thai independence and to declare
“that it has at no time considered Thailand an enemy.
We look forward to the day when both 6ur countries
can appropriately make public our common cause

against our common enemy.

Grew

Acting Secretary of State.
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The Department of State in the British Embassy

Aide—Memoire

The United States Government believes that

the basic policies and objectives of the British and



€3

American Governments in regard to Thailand are
substantially similar: both Governments favor the
restora;ion of the freedom, independence, and so-
vereignty of Thailand : both Governments agree that
the territories acquifed by Thailand from Malaya,
Burma, ahd Indochina must be restored : neither
Government has any territorial ambitions in Thai-
land ; béth Governments are apparently confident
of the sincerity of RUTH’s desire to align Thailand
with the Allies, to drjve the Japanese out of Thai-
land, and to aid in the final defeat of Japan : and
both Governments are in accord that it would be
unwise under present conditions in recognize a Thai

Government-in-exile.

There are several matters, however, on which
further discussion would appear desirable in order
to assure a common understanding. In view of receut

military developments in Southeast Asia and of
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political developments within Thailand, such discus-

sion is regarded as urgent. These matters are :

1. Postwar International Arrangements in Regard

to Thailand.

- Mr. Eden s communications of September 4
and November 22, 1944 referred to postwar inter-
pational arrangements to which Thailand should
agree. This Government believes that at an appro-
priate time Thailand should be admitted to the
United Nations Organization on its pledge to
cooperate fully as a sovereign power in all pertinent
international arrangements. It believes that it would
not be desirable to make acceptance of such
arrangements a condition to the restoration of

Thailand s independence and sovereignty.
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a)  that FonOff has authorized Mountbatten per-
sonally to advise RUTH to make announcement as
soon as possible after final Japanese surrender
disavowing Thai declaration of war upon Great
Britain and United States and all measures flowing
therefrom which may operate to prejudice of Allies,
repudiating alliance and all other agreements with
Japan, placing Thailand and its armed forces at
service of Allies, and declairing his readiness to send
a representative immediately to Kandy to get in
touch with Allies. British suggested that announce-
ment might also state that RUTH had informed
. British and American Governments at an earlier stage
that resistance movement wished to initiate overt
aétion against the enemy and refrained only on

express request of Allies for operational reasons.

b) that FonOff also informed Mountbatten if
RUTH takes necessary initiative as advised, British

are disposed, because of support by Thai resistance
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movement and of Allied request not to take action
last May, to forego pressing for separate act of
unconditional surrender which under existing circum-
stances would be considered normal peocedure, and
to mold thexir policy according to Thai readiness to

make restitution for the past and to cooperate for

the future.

¢) that if RUTH follows advice and sends repre-
sentative to Kandy, British propose to communicate
with Dept before commencing negotiations regarding
the terms on which they would be pxepared‘ to
terminate state of war.
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PERSONAL and CONFIDENTIAL
BANGKOK.

28 Oct 45.

Dear Lﬁang Pradist, |

With  reference to our conversation yesterday
I am instructed by my Government to repeat to you
that the terms proposed by them at Kandy take in-
to account the assistance received before the col-
lapse of the Japanese from the Siamese Resistance
Movement, and represent the minimum that in their

opinion is required to wipe out the past and to have
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the way for Siam's early collaboration with the
Allies. I am empowered to say that when those
terms have been accepfted you will find His
Majesty ’s Government reasonable in their appli-
cation and in their ultimate presentation to the

public in the eventual formal agreement.

At the same time I am to say, and I have no
doubt you will be able to make this clear in the
proper quarter, that if His Majesty ’s Government
had had to deal with a Siamese Government headed
by Marshal Pibul, their terms would have bcen
very different from those proposed at kady ; thét
Siam would in fact have been treated as an enemy
country with all that that implies, that is like Ger-

many and Japan,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) H.R. BIRD.

H.E. Luang Pradist_.
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SPECIAL FORCES CLUB

S. HERBERT CRESCENT
KNIGHTSBRIDGE.
LONDON. S.W. 1

17 th December 1970

H.E. Nai Pridi Banamyong,
EoCc 3_5,
17, rue Emile Dubois,

PARIS XIVe.

Your Excellency,
It 'was the unanimous decision of the Committee

that I should write to express the wish that you
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would accept our invitation to be an Honorary

Member of this Club.

As you may know, the Club was formed in
1945 by and for those who served in special Forces
and who were engaged in resistance and underground

movements during the 1939/45 war.

It would give us, and all members of the Club,
great pleasure to learn that Your Excellency will
accept this Honorary Membership. I know that it
would give particular pleasure to those members,
both Thai and British formerly in the Siam Country
Section of Force 136 who in the war years worked

so closely with and received at all times such

steadfast support and encouragement from you.

This invitation is offered as a mark of our
acknowledgement and high appreciation of the
outstanding part played by Your Excellency in

promoting and sustaining the resistance movement
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which in days of peril and hazard rendered service
to both our countries.

I am, Your Excellency,

Yours sincerely,

AW

CHAIRMAN.
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Times 18/12/1946

A VISITOR FROM SIAM
Campaign of Luang Pradit

Lord Mountbatten’s Disclosures

Lord Mountbatten of Burma, lately Supreme
Allied Commander, South.East Asia, who was
entertained at luncheon by the City Livery Club
yesterday at Sion College, described in his speéch
the great part played by Luang Pradit, Senior
Statesman of Siam, in the overthrow of the Japanese
army of occupation there. He elaborated in detail the
account published in The Times on December 22,
almost a year ago, and announced that Pradit, ‘one

of the romantic figures of the war in South-East
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Asia,' is due to arrive in England by the Queen

Elizabeth to-morrow morning.

Pridi Panomyong, Senior Statesman of Siam
{Lord Mountbatten said], is better known to the
world as Luang Pradit, and to many of us in
S.E.A.C. by the code name of ‘Ruth’ He is payinga
short good will visit to this country as the guest of
the Government, and I hope we shall use the dccasion
to give him a very warm welcome. For Pradit is
one of the most romantic figures of the war in South
—East Asia. During the war, of course, his name
could only be mentiond in whispers and the whole

] ’ o .
story was top secret —even now the British public

may be largely unaware of his exploits.

When the Japanese overran Siam Pradit was
a member of the Government, but refused to put
his signature to the declaration of war on us. Pibul

v knew he was one of the

NmeuEenvencr muas tan: Bems smas Saus smny

most powerful and popular personalities in the
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country, and hopes to make a figurehead of him by
promoting him to the Council of Regency. He
accepted. Little did Pibul or the Japanese realize
that from the moment Pradit took on the job he
began to organize and direct the Siamese resitance

movement.

Vanished Missions

We knew from various sources that Pibul was
not having it ali his own way in Siam, but contact
was very difficult, and it was hard to find out
what was really going on. Two missions from
Pradit got lost on the hazardous journey to China
and were never seen again. At last a rendezvous
was made. It coincided almost to the day with my
own appointment as Supreme Commander. From
that time on we were in constant touch. It was a
unique relationship, because a Supreme Allied Com-
mander was exchanging vital military plans with

the head of a State technically at war with us.
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A force of Free Siamese, trained in this
country and operating with detachments of British
V Force and Force 136 as well as with American
0.S.S. Detachments, were parachuted in to help
him. Some were caught by Pibul ’s men and im-
prisoned. In order to allay Japanese suspicious they
remained norminally in prison, but had secret
meeting with Pradit and established wireless contact

with my Command.

In January, 1945, he sent a body of his key
resistance leaders under the command of the present
Foreign Minister of Siam for consulations with me
in Kandy. We got them out and back again by
seaplane, or by flying-boats. During our talkes we
laid concrete plans for future action in conjunction
with the main forces of my theatre. I had con-
stantly under review the need for Pradit himself to
be flown out in an emergency. By the end of the

war he had organized sabotage and guerrilla forces
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'comprising some 60,000 fighting men and numerous
passive supporters, who were in positions at all the

key strategic points in Siam and poised to strike.

‘Never Failed Us'

I realized the difficulty he had to hold these
forces in leash, but I had also to keep in mind the
tremendous danger of a premature move which would
bring down crushing Japanese counter action and
disturb my strategic plans for the theatre as a whole.
The strain imposed on Pradit and the risks he ran
for over three years were very formidable, but his
own discipline and that which he inspired in his

followers won out. He never failed us.

There are, I know, many who were prisoners
of war in Siam who have good reason to be grate-
ful for Pradit s good will to us. So let us honour
a man who has rendered high service to the allied

cause and to his own country, and who from my
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personal knowledge of him is a firm advocate of
Anglo-Siamese friendship. The chain of local resis-
tance to Japanese oppression in the occupied lands
of South-East Asia had very few gaps in it, and
one of the strongest links was forged by Pradit in

Siam. [Loud and prolonged cheers.]
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