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“As society changes, so does the role of the military.

In the world of oligarchy, the soldier is a radical;

in the middle-class world, he is a participant and arbiter;

as the mass society looms on the horizon,

he becomes the conservative guardian of the existing order.”

Samuel Huntington
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The Patterns of Relationship between the Military

and Thai Politics

Time (B.E.) Military Civil-Military Patterns of Possible
1deoclogy Relations Regime Political Problems
1787 (W.m) armliaiiud WUMUNNTDS figwinmsdisethihanAnd
amunmalvurs nadsu-uwes | sruaunminesne
[¢4] sNationali Absolti » Confiict between the
2454 sMilitarism palace and the military
(sm. 130) eConstitutionali
sm
) Mititary Military © Increased politicization
2475 D Auth iani of the military
(1932) # Loss of military
professionalism
ePower struggle among
miiitary elites
sMilitary rejection of
clivilian political system
2484 (WWII)
2488 (End WW II)
v
(1) sNationalism
2490 {Cold War) sMilitarism
2490  (Coup) »Anti-
(1947) Communism
2500  {Coup)
2501 {Coup)
v b v
awv) Military D atic Exper of open
2516 Withdrawal Transition politics after military
{1873) from Politics intervention
eExpansion of democratic
Weak demands
Civilian Rule sMiiitary search for new
v political base
[{7] Military Civil-Military | o1In! ence
2519 {Coup) Dominance Authoritarianism | between the military and
(1976) clviltan elites
oThe army is devided by
rival elite groups
eInstability in the
absence of either
democratic rule or strong
authoritarianism
v A v
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v1)
2531
(1988)

2532/33
{End of Cold War)

«Nationalism
sMilitarism
eAnti-
Communism

Power Sharing

D atic

E i of open

Transition

Y

politics after military
intervention

sExpansion of democratic
demands

eMilitary search for new
political base

(v
2534 (Coup)

(1991)

sNationaiism
sMilitarism
sAnti-Politics

Civil-Military

sinterdependence

A4

the military and
civilian elites

oThe army is devided by
rival elite groups
sInstability in the
absence of either
democratic rule or strong
Authoritarianism

(vii)
(1992)

Nationalism
esMilitarism
sAnti-Politics

- Milltary

Withd

Democratic

from Politics

- Civilian Rule

sDemocratization may
get momentum which the
military cannot control
sDemocracy is the only
game in town

xx)

2549 (Coup)
(2006

eNationalism
eMilitarism
sAnti-Politics

Military
Dominance

Civil-Military
Authoritarianism

eInterdependence
between the military and
civilian elites

eThe army is devided by
rival elite groups
oInstability in the
absence of either
democratic rule or strong
authoritarianism

)
2550  (Election)
(2007)

Power Sharing

esExperience of open
politics after military
intervention

sExpansion of democratic
demands

eMilitary search for new
political base

Future
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Faculty of Political Sciences
Chulalongkorn University
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