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THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY
REPORT BY THE RECTOR 1975-76

Thammasat University was founded in 1934 as a centre for the studies in law,
political science, and moral science. It has been eversince one of the most important
institutions for higher learning in the social sciences. In the last fifteen years, Thammasat
underwent a major change in introducing liberal arts education for the first time in the
history of Thai university education. It now offers 26 fields of studies in the social
scences and humanities, 11 fields at the postgraduate level, and 2 fields at the doctorate
level.

Science education was first introduced as a part of the liberal arts programme,
in order to strengthen the other two related fields : the Social Sciences and Humanities.
The past administrators planned to extend the field of sciences to the degree level. However,
dur to lack of sufficient Government financial support and limitation of space, the plan
was postponed. During my administration, we have again worked on definite plans to
set up degree programmes in Sciences.

Rangsit Development Project

The Rangsit Development project was started in 1965, in order to solve the
problem of space by moving out to Rangsit and to form another University Community.

I was appointed Rector of Thammasat University in 1975, and the Rangsit
Development Project has been one of my most important targets for the expansion of
the University. We are now drafting both short-term and long term planning for the
next twenty years.

Rangsit is 35 Kilometres from Bangkok. The area for the new Thammasat Univer-
sity campus covers 2,430 rai (approximately 1000 acres). At present, 1,000 rai have been
loaned to the Asian Institute of Technology, which has been operating since 1972. It will
become a part of our University community in the future.

In the fourth stage of the National Development Programme starting in 1977,
we have proposed the Rangsit Development project as a priority in our University Deve-
lopment Plans.

As Science and Technology are important motivators of social and cultural
changes, it is essential that social scientists and humanists integrate scientific knowledge
to their inter-disciplinary studies. Vice versa, scientists should also be aware of social
and cultural problems and take interest in the arts and humanities. A degree programme
in Science will therefore be the first phase of our Rangsit Development Project. The
Education Tri-ad of Social Sciences, Humanities, and Sciences, and the inter-disciplinary
relationship between them would be most valuable to further research studies in various
areas such as Ecology, Demography including Family Planning, Nutrition, Conservation
of Natural Environment, Art, and Culture.

New Constructions

Since the Rangsit Development Project is still in the planning stage, the University
has to provide more working space for the increasing numbers of projects and administra-
tive functions. These new constructions underway will become part of the Thammasat
Graduate School when the University moves its undergraduate campus to Rangsit in the
future.
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An 8-storey building will be constructed in 1977 and accomplished in 1979,
amounting to 20 million baht, to house the following facilities: University Press, University
Bookstore, Office of Public Relation, Registrar’s Office, Computer Centre, Placement
Advisory Office, Maeklong Integrated Rural Development Programme, Institute of Thai
Studies, Institutional Research Office, Office of the Faculty Council, Project of Educa-
tion for the Public, Office of Foundation Courses, Centre of Thammasat Graduate
Volunteers for Rural Development, and conference rooms.

Change in University Structure

For the last ten years, Thammasat Faculty have attempted and spent much
effort to change the structure of the University in order to provide more administrative
and academic flexibility. A long succession of committees have worked on the project,
but have not yet found the best solution. Many conflicting formats of organization
structure have been presented, none of which seems to satisfy the needs of the present
generation of faculty members. In 1975-76, two advisory committees to the Rector have
worked simultaneously on the project: the Advisory Committee on Academic Affairs
and the Advisory Committee on University Planning and Development. Both committees
have submitted their reports and suggestions. All Faculty members were also requested
to send in their opinions. I hope we could come to a constructive, practical and feasible
conclusion in the near future.

Change in Curriculum and Systems of Grading and Studying
In 1971, there were great changes in the curriculum, and the systems of grading
and studying. Students are now given more opportunities to choose elective courses as
their minor subjects or free electives. The grading system was changed to a letter grading
system, and the student’s academic performance is judged by his or her grade points
average. The first group of students under these new systems graduated last year. The
Academic Advisory Committee to the Rector has evaluated the system and they have
revised the curriculum and grading system to create more academic flexibility.

In revising the system of admission of new students, it is generally agreed upon
that certain changes should be made to take in more students from rural areas. Up to the
present, rural students lack proper training, qualified teachers, and educational materials
which are major disadvantages in their competing with urban students in the Entrance
Examination.

Library

We are now working towards the establishment of our university library as an
independent unit in order to provide more flexibility in administration to give it a non-
academic character and to improve the library service. The present status of the library
is an administrative unit under the Rector’s Office. This new independent status will
therefore enable our library to function more efficiently.

University Press and Book Store

A new committee was set up to promote text-book production and sales. The
committee has proposed the establishment of a University Press and a University Book-
store to provide a market for the publications of Thai text-books and to encourage faculty
members to write and publish their research in various fields.

Research

Thammasat University realizes the great importance of research and has always
given encouragement to our faculty members to do research for the benefit of our com-
munity and academic institutions. However, there has not been satisfactory progress.
At present, the Faculty of Economics plays a leading role in research. Last year, there
were twenty-two research projects conducted by its members, which is the highest record
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in the University research programme while some facuities have very few projects. The
main cause of this imbalance is the research funds. While the Faculty of Economics
accumulates research funds from several funding agencies such as the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, International Labour Organization, Council for Asian Manpower Studies, Stanford
Food Research Institute, and United Nations Asian Development Institute, other faculties
depend mainly on the National Research Funds which are limited. A University Research
Centre will therefore be established to promote research projects, to encourage research
formulations, and to distribute research funds to all areas of study. The first priority
will be given to the field of research for social and rural improvement, although basic
research will not be excluded. The Centre would function as fund raiser, controller of
research standard, and regulator of administrative problems. However, certain com-
mittees and faculty members still object to the idea of administrative centralization which
may obstruct academic freedom and flexibility. The problem of possible overlapping of
research programmes and administration has also been raised. The University will have
to make its final decision for the best solution in the near future.

In the meanwhile the Thai Study Research Institute established in 1973 has
continued its important role of promoting research into Thai History, Arts, Culture,
Religion, etc.

The Role of Thammasat University in Contemporary Thai

Society

Thammasat University is supported by the tax-paying public. We therefore take
it as our first duty to serve the society in providing education and academic services to
the people. Many social welfare projects and extramural programmes have been carried
out by various university organizations and faculties.

As the rural people constitute the majority of the population and are under-
privileged under the present system of government, in receiving social welfare and
opportunity in education, I strongly believe that it is the duty of our teachers and students
to help develop the rural areas in order to uplift the standard of living and education, and
to bridge this social and economic gap.

One of the major projects of Thammasat is the Maeklong Integrated Rural Deve-
lopment Programme. It is a joint venture among three universities : Kasetsart University,
Mahidol University, and Thammasat University, supported by the Rockefeller Foundation
Grant. This project covers an area of 9 million rais in the Maeklong River basin, which
is inhabited by approximately 2 million people. The basin includes 25 districts of 7 pro-
vinces in central Thailand.

The main purposes of this Maeklong Programme are to research the economic,
political, and social problems in the rural area. Statistics and data collected from the
research will be used in the planning of rural development. An experimental project will
be carried out in model village where new methods of development resulting from this
research will be applied. The Maeklong Development Programme in short would be a
model for the improvement of rural development in other areas. At present the Rockefeller
Foundation is the main supporter of the project. We have proposed to the Government,
in the Fourth Stage of National Development starting in 1977, to give direct financial
support to the project. It is hoped that the Project, as well as other rural development
projects, should in the future be mutual cooperation between the Government agencies
and the University, not only in financial support, but also in working and research.

The Faculty of Law has also started the project of Law Education in the Rural
Areas. Senior law students are sent out to various provinces for a period of time to research
legal problems and to study the relationship between law and society. They also give legal
advices and knowledge to the villagers.

The Faculty of Social Administration continues their useful work in research and
training in Bangkok slums and rural areas. They also run a school and nursery in the
Klong Toey slum.
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The Centre of Volunteer Graduates has been actively operating for a number
of years. Its purpose is to recruit University graduates of all the Universities in various
fields as volunteers to work in the rural areas for one year in education, public health,
family planning, and nutrition. The experience will help the graduates to understand more
about Thai rural society and to develop in them a sense of social responsibility and sa-
crifice, and a greater concern about national needs and social problems. They would also
develop a closer relationship with the rural people. At present the project has extended its
scope to accept more volunteers and to expand work areas. The record so far shows that
more than 65% of these volunteers, upon completion of the course, have gone back to
work in the rural areas.

Various faculties in our university are already serving society by organising
extra-curricular courses in mathematics, statistics, business administration, etc. for those
working people who wish to acquire more knowledge. We have run, for instance a
course for credit operators of the Bank for Agriculture & Agricultural Cooperatives at
the latter’s request. Such extra activities will be encouraged to promote the idea of life-
long education and put it firmly to practice.

Teachers of this University voluntarily and without financial renumeration have
organised a Sunday school for workers, teaching them elementary principles of Law,
Politics, Sociology, Economics, etc. as well as Labour Relation and Labour Law. The
result has been good. A group of bus workers, as a result of attending this course, were
able to thank the University for helping them peacefully and without resorting to strike,
to claim from employers benefits which belong to them.

Budget and Financial Support

The University received from the Government Budget of 1975 a total of
48,897,700.00 Baht. The last year tuition fees amounted only to 9,286,645.50 Baht. Qur
expenditure amounted to 61,932,637.23 Baht. Other contributions were made by private
agencies, the business ‘sector, Thammasat Alumni Association, individuals, internal and
external organizations, for scholarships, fellowships, academic programmes and research.

In order to finance all future projects, the University cannot depend solely on
the Government allocations or the tuition fees. In the present difficult economic situation,
the University needs to raise funds from other sources within the country and abroad.
Most Thai philanthropists prefer to donate to temples, hospitals, and other social welfare
organizations rather than to educational institutions. In the past, we made an effort to
strengthen our ties with Thammasat alumni and the Thammasat Alumni Association. We
hope that they would play an active role in fund raising.

Student Activities

Even before the October 14, 1973 uprising, Thammasat students have been very
active in political affairs. Thammasat University campus was opened to the public,
farmers, workers, and the underprivileged to voice their demands for social justice and
equality. The past and present Administrations have often been criticized, and often
wrongly criticized for having allowed such political activities to take place on campus,
some of which led to destruction and damage of our buildings by the opposition groups.
It is our duty to protect our properties and to provide security for our community. All
student activities should serve as pressure for constructive changes and reforms through
peaceful means. During my administration, I will not allow the minority to lead the
majority in a destructive way through use of force and violence. Students should serve
the needs of people for better causes through peace and justice, within the system of
democracy, law and order. Also during my administration, no part of this University
will be allowed as a base for any political party or any political ideology. Academic free-
dom and the political freedom of the individual, of course, will have to be maintained
at all times. And this applies to all faculty members, administrative staff and students.
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The main function of the University is not only to give students the best possible
education and academic training valuable to their future careers, but more important
is its duty to develop their intellect, moral judgement, social responsibility, free and
independent thinking and cultural consciousness.

Thammasat University should therefore further develop other fields of extra-
curricular activities and sports. In 1973, the University adopted, as a part of its deve-
lopment project, the Thammasat University Centre of Arts and Culture Projects. The
National Bureau of Lottery pledged its financial support of 2,795,500.00 baht, on the
condition that the University raise the other remaining half of the construction cost. At
present, the architectural planning has just been completed. It is hoped that the construc-
tion could start in 1976 when the University obtains funds from the Government for the
remodelling of the University Auditorium,

The intellectual and political movement of the students is an important factor
which would no longer be overlooked or ignored by the Government and the society.
In fact its strength ought to be preserved by government, society and the students them-
selves. It is most important that the student force should serve only as a machinery of
peace for political, economic, and social reforms, in order to create a better society of
““Santi Prachadharma’’-Peace and Justice for the People.

Democracy should be practised in earnest by both teachers and students, inside
and outside of classrooms. There should be mutual understanding of and respect for the
rights of the individuals within the University. Teachers should maintain a high standard
in their academic performances as well as their moral behaviour. As leaders of the society,
the University community as a whole should uphold integrity, dignity, honour, morality,
and ethics in academic profession as well as in personal life. These are the principles
of highest importance to me which [ intend to maintain all through my administration.
However, it could only be realized through the mutual cooperation of my colleagues and
students. The success of the University administration and academic functions depends
on our sincerity, honesty, kindness and good-will towards each other.

In conclusion, 1 would like to evaluate the achievements in 1975-76 as the first
phase of our present development project. While admitting to certain defects due to
political situations beyond our control, we believe that we have started in the right direction
to revitalize Thammasat University as an institution of academic excellence and a leader
of society. This coming year, we should create better communication with the public, and
function more effectively in servicing the community and serving our national needs.

The dignity of Thammasat University is not in its competition with other institu-
tions, but in its striving towards academic excellence through research to better serve
the needs of the nation. Academic excellence in this sense includes also the capacity of
academics to serve society. The dignity of Thammasat lies in our moral principles to
uphold the ideals of peaceful co-existence, social justice, democratic freedom, and equality
of opportunity. It is only through these ideals alone that the Dignity of Mankind is
rightfully justified.

1976 marks the 42" anniversary of Thammasat University. As a man it is the
prime of life when maturity and experience would bear the best fruits. It is my hope that
Thammasat would continue to grow in all its dignity to serve the needs of the people, to
service the community, and to create a better society of peace, justice, equality, fraternity,
and freedom.

I wish, finally, to thank all my colleagues, both in academic and administrative
fields for having devoted themselves tirelessly to the common task of university development
and administration. Without their help and cooperation, I could not have written this
report truthfully in such terms. I also thank my students for having most of the times
restrained themselves to fit in with the University policy. To the old students associations,
in Bangkok, in the provinces and even abroad, 1 owe gratitude for the encouragement
and support, both moral and material with which we could all look farward to a promising
future.
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