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Abstract

This book examines the factors influencing the conduct of
Thai foreign policy towards the Cambodian problems under the
administration of General Prem Tinsulanonda during 1980-1988. It
also investigates the said policy, its objectives, and implementation.

The book reveals two important points. Firstly, the policies
adopted by the Vietnamese government together with the support
rendered by the Soviet Union were important factors which
influenced Thai foreign policy making. At the beginning, Vietnam
adopted an unconciliatory position towards the negotiation process.
It later, when there was a change in Soviet’s foreign policy Vietnam,
had to adjust its position and join the negotiation process. Secondly,
the perceptions held by Thai foreign policy makers influenced the
decision undertaken and such perceptions were well related to the
operational environment,

The objectives of Thai foreign policy in resolving the
Cambodian problems were political in nature, namely for Vietnam
to withdraw its troops from Cambodia and for the Cambodian people
be given the right to exercise self-determination. In achieving these
adjectives, Thailand sought means to cooperate with ASEAN,
China, the United States and Japan. In addition, while supporting

the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, Thailand



(53)

kept the door opened for Vietnam to be engaged in the negotiation
process.

The study concludes that Prem’s policy implementations
were highly consistent with policy objectives. Nevertheless, the
achievement of such objectives are dependent upon the
superpowers’ policies, particularly of the Soviet Union and China.
It was only when there was a change in the Soviet Union’s policy
at the end of the Cold War that Thailand’s policy objectives were

attainable.
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