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“The Thai “conguest” of portions of the Shan States
in May and June, where there could not have heen
opposing forces of any cones quence, because Japan had
already overcome British and Chinese resistance in Burma,
appears to have been a Japanese inspired move to
provide a quick Thai victory to bolster the morale of the
Thai people and divert their thoughts from increasing
economic difficuties at home.”
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In January, 1945 he sent o body of his key resistance
leaders under the command of the present Foreign minister of
Siam for consultations with me in Kandy. We got them out and
back again by seaplane, or by flying—boats. During our talks
we laid concrete plans for future action in conjunction with the
main forces of my theatre. | had constanly under review the
~ need for Pradit himself to be flown out in an emergency. By the
end of the war he had organized sabotage and querrilla forces
comprising some 60,000 fighting men and numerous passive
supporters, who were in positions at all the key strafegic points
in Siam poised to strike.

“Never Failed us~

| realized the difficulty he had to hold these forces in
leash, but | had also fo keep in mind the tremendous danger of
a premature move which would bring down crushing Japanese
counter action and disturb my strategic plans for the theatre as
a whole. The strain imposed on Pradit and the risks he ran for
over three years were very formindable, but his own discipline
and that which he inspired in his followers won out. He never
failed us.

There are, | know, many who were prisoners of war in
Siom who have good reason to be greateful for Pradit®s good

will to us. So let us honour @ man who has rendcred high
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service to the allied cause and to his own country, and who
form my personal knowledge of him is a firm advocate of
Anglo—Siamese friendship. The chain of local resistance fo Japanese
oppression in the occupied lands of South—East Asia had very
few gaps in it, and one of the strongest links was forged by
pradit in Siam, (Loud and prolonged cheers.)
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