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Abstract

The purpose of this is to analyze the policy and the approches
adopted by the Malaysian Government regarding the problems of
a multi - racial society of that country in the period between 1957
and 1971. The Government of Malaysia emphasized, during that
particular period, the importance of national unity and consciousness
in order to bring about a sense of harmony among all sections of
the population and the feeling that all are part of Malaysia. It chose
to introduce an education policy which aimed at inculcation the
whole population with the idea of “Malaysianness.”

The result of this study shows that the government’s
education policy based on “learning the Malay language,” the
establishment of “National schools” using the compulsory curriculum
imposed by the government, and the assertion that Malay was the
official language, has been the chief cause of the other ethnic groups’
political reactions and demands for social and cultural equality.

This study covers the various problems arising out of Malay’s
multi-racial society, and describes how the government has tried to
solve these problems by means of an education policy favoring
Malays, It ends with an assessment of the outcome of the

implementation of this policy.
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