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Abstract

This research aims at studying the Lao Communities in the
Hua Muang Chan Nai during the early Bangkok period. The study
covers the Lao ethnic groups migrations into the inner provinces,
the way in which Thai authorities controlled them, and their impact
on Thai political, economic and social affairs. It also described the
Lao way of the life in the new Thai surroundings

The result of this study reveals that the Lao settlers in the Hua
Muang Chan Nai came from different places, namely, the Lan-Na
principalities and certain Lao feudatories in present day northeastern
Thailand and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. The main
cause of the Lao migrations was the frequent wars between Siam,
Vientiane, Burma and Vietnam to wrest control over the smaller Lao
principalities during the early Bangkok period. Consequently, the
Lao migrations were forced rather than voluntary ones. The Laotians
were sent to settle down in the inner provinces, and those who came
from the some places of origin were grouped together.

The Thai authority took measure to govern the Laotian war-
captives by integrating them into the Thai administrative framework
or the so-called prai system. According to the system, the Lao settlers
were divided into the mun nai and the prai luang lao, the former

being “heads” and the latter “servants to the king.” Almost all the



(59)

Laotians in the inner provinces comprised the latter category. It
should be noted that those who became prai som, “servants of the
princes and nobility,” and slaves were very few in number, and
theoretically they must be under the Thai mun-pai. The Lao mun-
mai were authorized to look after the well-being of each Lao
Community, whereas they in turn were under the supervision of
high-ranking Thai nobleman.

The prai Iuang lao were divided into Lao divisions. Each Lao
division was assigned a specific responsibility either to serve as
defence corps or supply certain commodities as tributes to the court.
These Lao divisions contributed greatly to the economy of the
country. The revenues of the Thai court in the early Bangkok period
came in the form of tributes in cash as well as in kind from the
Eastern Lao principalities and the Lao settlements in the inner
provinces. Besides, the Thai court also benefited from the Lao
corvee and certain items of tribute demanded on special occasions
which were used in the construction of the capital and various kinds
of public works.

Politically, the Lao immigrants were drafted to serve in the
Thai army in times of war. By contrast, in times of peace, the
Laotians did provide a source of man power for both the Thai and
Lao mun-nai. Socially, as a result of the prai system, the Laotians
were gradually assimilated into Thai society. It is remarkable that

certain aspects of Lao culture, notably, music and folk performances,



(60)

were quite popular among Thais, but they were purposely curted by
the Thai court.

As regards their living conditions, the Laotians were allowed
to perform their religions rites and practised what they believed, and
they were free to travel anywhere, but they certains had an inferior
social status. This study describes in detail how the Laotians coped

with their obligations to the Thai court under the prai system.
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