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Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was
founded on 10 August 1967. Since its inception, ASEAN has proven
itself as one of the most progressive and dynamic regional
organizations through the course of its development in the past 30
years. ASEAN has experienced extensive changes and numerous
challenges until it achieved the current status as an internationally-
recognized regional organization. ASEAN’s accomplishment is also
manifested by its successful transformation of Southeast Asia from
a land of war and conflict, poverty and underdevelopment, to an area
of enduring cooperation, conciliation, and prosperous future.

As ASEAN approaches its 30th anniversary in 1997, this book
aims primarily to review the development of ASEAN in the past
three decades. It starts with the examination of ASEAN’s pre-
formation years in order to assess the earlier attempts to form
regional organizations as well as the motivation of regional countries
to form the grouping. Subsequently, various areas of cooperation
is analyzed so as to show progress and development of ASEAN until
the Fifth ASEAN Summit in 1995. In this regard, the Integration
Theory is employed as a conceptual framework for the study.

This book entitled “ASEAN’s Three Decades of Progress and

Development” consists of five parts. Chapter 1 summarizes the
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Integration Theory in comprehensive terms including the origin,
development and its application. According to this theory, the
integration of states into a unified political unit requires a number
of conditions i.e. shared values and common interests of member
states, comparable development among members in terms of
political and economic status, geographical proximity, population
homogeneity, communication linkages, etc. These factors are not
only contribute to the integration of states, but also imperative to
subsequent development and survival of the political unit being
created. In addition, the Integration Theory shows relationship
between these factors and the affect to the integration process.
Although priority of these factors has not been clearly explicated,
this theory provides an extremely useful scope of the study for every
international organization.

Chapter 2 presents a background of ASEAN during its pre-
formation years. In this connection, the earlier attempts to form
regional organizations in Southeast Asia are examined in order to
conclude the foreign policy and national interests of the five
founding members of ASEAN in 1960’s. These organizations
include the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), the
Association of Southeast Asia (ASA), and the organization of
Malaysia, the Philippines and Indonesia (MAPHILINDO). It was
discovered that the creation of ASEAN was primarily influenced

by common aspiration of the founding members to ensure their
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national security amidst the intensified ideological conflict in the
region. The founding members realized that their objective would
be attained through regional stability and self-reliance in stead of
total dependence upon external powers as they were by that time.
Therefore, ASEAN took into account of previous failures of earlier
organization and tried to prevent the recurrence of the past. For
instance, the prevention of non-regional members to participate in
the newly-created grouping, and the attempts to make a loosely-
structured organization rather that a rigid one. These attempts have
significantly contribute to the viability of ASEAN and allow the
organization to develop further.

The ASEAN establishment and subsequent structural adjust-
ment are described in Chapter 3. The details in this chapter show
that ASEAN has always recognized its drawback and never reluctant
to make adjustment in order to overcome the new challenges. For
example, the first structural adjustment which was made in 1976
primarily aimed to enhance its economic performance in compliance
with the changing situation. A significant decision was made by
ASEAN leaders to further strengthen ASEAN cooperation and
agreed to use the Meeting of the Head of Government (the ASEAN
Summit) as the supreme body for ASEAN’s policy-making. The
second structural change took place in 1992 after the 4th ASEAN
Summit by which the role of ASEAN Secretariat was upgraded.

ASEAN Secretary-General was assigned a greater task in further



Ivi

enhancing ASEAN’s cooperation and to taking care of the
implementation of various ASEAN’s project. Besides the structural
changes, this chapter examines the expansion of ASEAN’s
membership, which is one among indications of organizational
development according to the Integration Theory. ASEAN currently
grows up from a group of 5 (Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the
Philippines, and Thailand) in 1967 to a group of 7 after the inclusion
of Brunei Darussalam and Vietnam as its full members in 1984 and
1995 respectively. More importantly, there is possibility that
ASEAN shall become an organization of 10 Southeast Asian Nations
when Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar join the association before the
year 2000.

Chapter 4 involves with ASEAN’s cooperation in political
and security matters. As the creation of ASEAN was essentially
instigated by political motivation and common security concern
rather than economic interests as literally stipulated in the Bangkok
Declaration 1967, cooperation in these areas were comparatively
outstanding. During its formation years, for instance, greater
resources were allocated to the settlement of intra-ASEAN conflicts
and the establishment of mutual trust. This cooperation over a
period of time developed an ASEAN’s tradition for conflict
resolution. The earlier confrontation was replaced by an open-
minded consultations with “ASEAN spirit” in order to resolve the

existing differences. In addition, this chapter explores ASEAN’s



Lvii

role in significant international problems and its involvement to
ensure peace and stability of the region namely, the Arab-Israel
conflict, the Cambodian problem, the establishment of Southeast
Asia as a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality (ZOPFAN), the
creation of Asia-Pacific forum for security cooperation known as
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), and the establishment of Southeast
Asian Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWEFZ). In this regard, the
expansion of ASEAN political and security cooperation both in
terms of scope and substance apparently indicate ASEAN’s
functional development in this area.

Chapter 5 presents a comprehensive development of ASEAN
cooperation in economic matter. It was discovered that while
political cooperation was given higher priority, each member also
expected economic benefits from its ASEAN membership. This
expectation was in fact a result of mutual inspiration to reduce their
dependence upon external economic powers. In this regard, every
members were convinced that intra-ASEAN cooperation would be
a favourable alternative. The very first significant progress of
ASEAN’s economic cooperation was made in the first Summit in
1976 when ASEAN adopted the “Declaration of ASEAN Concord.”
The Declaration was the first official document that laid a foundation
for following ASEAN’s economic cooperation. It envisaged relevant
strategies and suégested the organization to foster mutual assistance

of food and energy in crisis, and cooperation in trade and industry.
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Various cooperation in these areas were gradually developed and
yielded satisfactory results. The include the project such as ASEAN
Industrial Complementation Scheme (AICS), ASEAN Industry Joint
Venture (AIJV) etc. Cooperation in trade in particular has achieved
substantial progress. Starting from an Agreement on Preferential
Trading Agreement (ASEAN-PTA) in 1976, ASEAN is currently
approaching a new era of cooperation as a consequence of the to
create ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) in 1992 to be completed by
the year 2003. Once AFTA is completed, ASEAN states shall enjoy
economic prosperity generated by increasing economic competitive-
ness, growing external investment, and further development of
industry in respective country.

The concluding part in Chapter 6 summarizes an overall
assessment of ASEAN’s development in the past three decades and
trends of cooperation in the further. It concludes that although
ASEAN’s consolidation and progress are mainly influenced by
security concern, the aspiration of member states to utilize ASEAN
for their economic interests have never been ignored. However,
ASEAN’s economic cooperation in the first decade was in
comparative sluggish condition since most of the resources had been
dedicated for the creation of common understanding and the removal
of mutual distrust and later for the strengthening of regional security.
According to theory, ASEAN can be viewed as what Karl W.

Deutsch termed “Security Community” in which security is a
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primary motivation for integration. While the “community spirit”
evolves, cooperation has been further developed. Theoretically, this
supported Mitrany’s concept of the spill-over effect. But the effect
is contradict to Haas’ conviction that economic cooperation is the
stimulating factor for other area of cooperation. In case of ASEAN,

the spill-over effect was apparently in reverse direction.



Ix
o 1]
11k

(Abbreviations)

AEMM — mstssuignunaiasygivendou
(ASEAN Economic Ministerial Meeting)
AFTA  — w@wanmsuadendou
(ASEAN Free Trade Area)
AICS — Tﬂiqmiuu'qNaﬂmaqﬂmwnsiuuumﬁawummmt%u
(ASEAN Industrial Complementation Scheme)
ALV — TAsamsfiuaanunegamvnssuvesengeou
(ASEAN Industrial Joint Venture)
AIP — TasamsgaamnIsuveesou
(ASEAN Industrial Project)
AMM  — madszguiguuasamalssindendou
(ASEAN Ministerial Meeting)
ARF  — msszpendsuidennuuiiefuanusiung
TupiimaeFouazuldin
(ASEAN Regional Forum)
ASA  — anauedvaziuseniivala
(Association of Southeast Asia)
ASC  — amznssumsdssiiendou

(ASEAN Standing Committee)



ASEAN

ASEAN-CCI

ASEM

CEPT

CGDK

EAEG

EAGA

ECAFE

ECSC

EEC

ESCAP

Ixi

dnanlsznndeidoaz iusenideald
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations)
AMYBNIIMUATRANMATINYBID I FoY

(ASEAN Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
mavszgaede-gln)

(Asia-Europe Meeting)

SEUUAANINTIIN

(Common Effective Preferential Tariff)
Spuanauiuynlszngylag

(Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea)
nguiAsughaeiuas ueen

(East Asia Economic Group)
waaMnesyaulaeidounziusen

(East ASEAN Growth Area)
AMEAITTUMIIATHFAD
dmiumanueduazaziusenlna

{Economic Committee for Asia and Far East)
Usznandufuuazmanniuragls)

(European Coal and Steel Community)
Usrmamasyghoylal

(European Economic Community)
AnznsRNBMsAsEgiLardnuuiaaFsuaculddn
(Economic and Social Commission for Asia and

Pacific)
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GATT

ICK

IMT-GT

MAPHILINDO
NAFTA

NAM

NATO

NGO

NWFZ

OAU

anuanaaidllomsfuazeaning
(General Agreement on Trade and Tariff)
malszgusznhadssimahmeiuyn
(International Conference of Kampuchea)
Tasamswannivaasugieauhe
dulathidv-naise-ng
(Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand
Growth Triangle)
malszginsEAviguunio sy
(Joint Ministerial Meeting)
nalszimannilaula
wamsAneioudnnile

(North America Free Trade Area)
wwumsnguszinalidnlldhela
(Non-Aligned Movement)
sermsausdganilesiuneauaudnmile
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization)
DIANTIONTY

(Non-Governmental Organization)
wadaepe)siiades

(Nuclear Weapons Free Zone)
aaAMIoANINIBNIM

(Organization of African Unity)
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PICC —  mstszgusswhalizmaiingnhiaAnsusmn
(Paris International Conference on Cambodia)
PTA — sruuAnBRiAYMIM s
(Preferential Trade Arrangement)
SEANFWZ — wadasaensiinadeilueisons usenifedld
(Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapons Free Zone)
SEATO — awmsauiddganilesiueiFuasiusenidedla
(Southeast Asia Collective Defence Treaty
Organization)
SEOM — masspdmihiienTaasughendou
(Senior Economic Officials Meeting)
SNC —  AMGAURINANNYT
(Supreme National Council of Cambodia)
SOM — mstszpadminienTaendou
(Senior Official Meeting)
TAC — auBdyaniinsmnnazanuinie
TueFuaz usenidedld
(Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
in Southeast Asia)
UNDP — Tasamswannuisanszanna
(United Nations Development Programme)
ZOPFAN  — wadinm dudnw wasanuilunais

(Zone of Peace Freedom and Neutrality)
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. Philip E. Jacob & James V. Toscano, The Integration of Political Communities

(Philadelphia : J.B. Lippincott Co., 1964), pp. 11-12.
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6 Galtung, cited in, Dougherty, et. al. Contending Theories of International

Relations, op. cit., footnote 6, pp. 423-424.
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7 Etzioni, Political Unification (New York : Rinehart and Winston, 1965).
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"® Emst B. Haas, The Uniting of Europe (California : Stanford University
Press, 1958), p. 16.
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* Ernst B. Haas & Phillippe Schmitter, cited in, Dougherty, Contending

Theories of International Relations, p. 439.
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= Nye, Jr. (ed.), op. cit., footnote 3, p. 59.
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2 Deutsch, Political Community and the North Atlantic Area, op. cit., footnote
14, p. 5.

» Karl W. Deutsch, The Analysis of International Relations (New Jersey
: Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs., 1968), p. 159.

24 Haas, The Uniting of Europe, op. cit., footnote 18, p. 16 and Beyond
the Nation State and International Organization (Califf : Stanford University Press,
1964), p. 29.

% Johan Galtung, cited in, Dougherty, op. cit., footnote 6, p. 422.
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(Mwninmisde  ASEAN : The First 20 Years, 1987)
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theme song

The ASEAN Theme Song encourages the
peoples of ASEAN to transcend insulanty of what-
ever kind and to go beyond the barriers of seas
and mountains, languages and cullses, so that
they may evolve a constiousness thal will enable
them to link arms towards mutually beneficial
geals

The theme song also asks the peoples of
ASEAN to proudly rise on their feet before the
world community as countrie > gach
in thems inited in their ideals,
melty also telis the pecples of ASEAN that
risen to the ievel of our eyes” or that
almddy rigen above the horizon and
sence. giving light and
My the beginning,
v face a day full of
o grow and work

e understanding, to
pemy in the region and in

b

song. selected from seven entres pre-
sented o the ASEAN Committee on Culture and
ation {COCH has been approved and

he 30t meetng of the ASEAN For-
ters Feld in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysian in

ASEAN, Oh ASEAN

ASEAN Oh ASEAN
Our voices rise as one
From land to land
From sea to sea
Reach out to everyone

ASEAN Oh ASEAN

Let's link our arms and stand
Behold the sun has risen

to the level of our eyes
Behold the sun has risen

to the level of our eyes

Music by Ryan Cayabyab
Lyrics by Nicanar G Twongsion
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