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In January, 1945, he sent a body of his key resistance leaders
under the command of the present Foreign Minister of Siam for consulta-
tions with me in Kandy. We got them out and back again by seaplane, or
by flying-boats. During our talks we laid concrete plans for future
action in conjunction with the main forces of my theatre. I had con-
stanly under review the need for Pradit himaelf to be flown out in an
emergencye. By the end of the war he had organized sabotage and querrilla
forces comprising some 60,000 fighting men and numerous passive suppor-
ters, who were in positions at all the key strategic points in Siam poised
to strike,

*Never Failed us"
4
I realized the difficulty he had to hold these forces in leash, but I had
also to keep in mind the tremendous danger of a premature move which would

bring down orushing Japanese counter action and disturb my strategic plans

for the theatre as a whole. The strain imposed on Pradit and the riscks he .

* ran for over three ycars were very formindable, but hls own discipline and
that which he inspired in his followers won out, He never failed us,
There are, I know, many who were prisoners of war in Siam who

have good reason to be grateful for Pradit's good will to us. So let us

honour a man who has rendered high service to the allied cause and to hisg

own contry, and who from my personal knowledge of him is a firm advocate

of Anglo-Siamese friendship. The chain of local resistance to Japanese
oppression in the occupied lands of South-East Asia had very few gaps in
it, a1d one of the strongest links was forged by Pradit in Siam, (Loud

and. prolonged cheers,)
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~well, My conversatlon with tha Pridca-lasted aluost two pours

.puzber of his relations had agreed to allow thelr vanes to
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{CYPHER] . DAPARTLEUTAL 10,3, -
, 4
FROM BANCKOX TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Lir. Thompson, D, 1.05 p.m. 12th June 1946
No. 769 :

12th Juss 1946 R. 3,06 p.m, 12th June 1946

Repzated to Slngapore. Porsonal for Lord Killeam %

—

IMFORTANT

T0P SECRET

Since this 1s a couniry "where the blindest bluffs
bold good ond wildesti tales sro trua" I feel I sbowld report
to you the visit psid to me last night after dinner by 8 "
lcadiog wember of the Royal fsmily #ho arpivad in a‘Britis
militery cer driven by a senlor Britlsh officer whom I know

] \ diatel
nd it will be convenient -if X record in my two immeuia'
%ollowing peragraphs firstly whal pe sald end secondly wha

I soswered, ' o . 4

2. His Roysl Highneas told me that ihers was no
doubt whaitever that the 1late King hed been purdersd, He .J
hinself had secan the rcmains and he could assure me that thz
bullet hud entered ihe back of the head and cmcrgcq in the
front. The motive Tor the crime had been [grp. uncec, ? tg]
prove onos and for all to the Royel family that thay must %oé ,
ihe line. It was bescause this wss fully realised that a

r ic the cormuniqué indicating that the try +dy had bcfn
gggcio accident. Thcqnew King would never be al%owed to atialn
his [7 grps. omitted] politicians io powsr bring sbout a

_Republic or even feared that once British itroops were wiih-

drasn there would be a relgn of terror, It had becn fenr of -

Britisb iptervention thai bed prevented massecrs of ‘tha Royal

fanily after the coup d’état of 1332, Could Britist sugportv.
be expocted should sich 8 éanger srise again? .

3. 1 told Nis Royal fighness that intsznal aff?irs
of 5ism were not (repeat mot) the concern of His Maiesty's
Goverpment and that he snd his rolaticns and frignds would:
he gullty of mosth dangerous wightul-thinkicg 1f they
entesrtained for one moment any idea, whatever tne )
¢iroumstances, we would teke a bard in thase wystcriou;
sffairs. I repeated this soveral times witk the atmos

. enghasis.

LndInIEBawInuLaT 3 n.

[}
emrhasls, I explsin=d that the independence and alco
{g=p. undec. ? defcace of] Siam remeined to-day ss they -
alwsys had been of vitsl interest to Britain, For the
* rest we wished to.see an. carly recovery of the country
because only through such rscovery could internal order |
be restered snd inglo~Siemese trade re-estsblished, Aa
ragards our troops they were here for the primary
propose of ensuring the orderly repatristion of
Jopsnese, In the event of tronble thiy would not
(repeat not) take sides between opposing Siamese factions,
tut would confine themselves to protection.of Eritish
aubjects, property and installetions, As regards the
fing's deatb I knew that a spate of sonsational and
aven terrible ruwours were olrculating and that the
politicsl atmosphere had suddenly grosn alarmingly
vense, Rut I could not discuss the varied sccusations
that were being nade. I would, however, vsnture to
exiend, purely personally, and as an old man with some
exrerience of the world, a word of sdvice.  This was
that the Roysl family would do well not (repeat not) to
be carried away by their epotions at a very dangerous
moment, Iraokly 1t scemed to me that certain of his
xelations were lilke. the Bourbons; for they forgot
nothlvg and they iéarnt nothing. For good or 311 the
country was going forward slong a new path of
constitutional developwent and the impulse could not now
be reversed, There were strong and determined mep at
the controls. A false step on the psrt of the
Oppesition wight bave $he most serious consequenass for

them and if they provoked a crlsis it would be usecless
tu look for oucside help,

L. His Roysl Highness eventually left close to
midnight in & calwmer end I hope more realistic mood,
He thanked me warply for the frankuers with which I
had spoken. X csn only hope my words sank in for I do
not doubt that he was sent here by elemants who under

the lwpact of recent evenis mny be contemplating soxe
wild luitietive, . ’

5. I have shown this telegram to G.0,C, and to
Nr. Thittington, After it has been oyphered by
Mr. Uopkivk I am destroying the draft. Lord Kiilesrm
please burn after perusal, ’ *

[Note by Conmnunications Department: )
Repetition of missiog groups being obtaived],

0.7.P.
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On the lighter side, Hannah recalls
his personal expesience of the effect
of Pibul's dictatorisl decree that all
Thai ghils must wear hats. fa Shang.

hat in 1948, “3n aged refugee Gee- .

man-Jewish immigrant explained to
the consulate that he would support
himself in the US with 3 US$30,000
bank balance which he had accumu
fated by making and exporting straw
hats 1o Thailand to meet the Insati-
able demand resulling from Pibul’s
faw.”

Pridi still Insists that Thailand
should be called Siam. He pointed
aut 13 Monesh ot Cehe word TThil®

wefers to a3 specific people, who, -

although a majuiity of the country's
pupulation, are by no means all.
There are many Malays, Kiumers,
Laatians, Shans and other residents
who certainly are unfabily excluded
by implication  from the name
Thailand™.™

Hanaah conciudes his letter to the
REVIEW on an aptimistic note: *De-
spite the muny trials of demociacy in
Thatland, the fundamental concept
of timited constitutional government
which was adopted in 1932 will not
be reversed. Let us wish the new
Prime Minister, my {riznd Genesal
sriangsak Chamanand, well!™ {Per-
haps the loyal Miidi could now be
lavited to setusn to his beloved
homeland?)
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