’ 7. Dr Pridi Banomyong (1900-1983)

Dr Pridi Banomyong or known under his official title, granted
by the King, as “Luang Pradist Manudharm” was the architect of the
Revolution of 1932 and the 7th Prime Minister of Thailand. He was the
one who formed the group of intellectuals that staged Thailand’s first
modern coup in 1932, creating a constitutional monarchy in the Thai
kingdom without bloodshed.

Today Dr Pridi is known among the Thais as “the late revolutionary
statesman”. “The Father of Thai Democracy”, and “a three-time Prime
Minister”. In May 2000, his name has been included in UNIESCO’s hist
of anniversaries of the Great Personalities and Historic Events for the
year 2000.

Dr Pridi Banomyong was born on 11 May 1900 in Ayutthaya
Province. He was the eldest son of a farming family. His father was
Siang and his mother was Lukchan. He went to a regular Thai school
and finally studied law at the Law School which was under the
supervision of the Ministry of Justice. After his graduation with the
degree of Barrister-at-Law, he practised law and finally entered
the Ministry of Interior as a junior official in the Department of
Penitentiaries. In 1920 he won a government scholarship given by the
Ministry of Justice to further his studies in France. where he received
the degree of Doctor of Law and a high degree in Economics. Pridi
was the first Thai to earn this appellation. In November 1928, a year
after returning to Thailand, Pridi married Miss Phoonsuk Na Pombejra.
They had six children.

At the time of his studies abroad, Pridi was very popular among
Thai students who studied in France and other European countries. In
February 1926, Pridi and six other Thai students and civil servants
held a historic meeting in France. The group then elected Pridi as the
temporary leader of the revolutionary group which later adopted the
name of “The People’s Party” and staged the coup of 1932 that changed
the system of rule.
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Between 1933 and 1947 Pridi held many major political
positions;namely, Minister of Interior, Minister ol Foreign Affairs,
Minister of Finance, Regent of the King and the Prime Minister for
three consecutive times. King Prajadhipok {Rama VII) officially
appointed him “Sentor Statesman” for life.

Among his notable accomplishments are:
1. the drafting of the nation’s first economic plan,

2. the founding of the University of Moral and Political Science
(Thammasat Univcrsily).

3. the 1933 Municipality Act which allowed the people to elect
their own local governments,

4. the revocation of unequal treaties that Thatland had been forced
to sign with foreign powers,

5. the reformation of the unfair tax system,
6. the compilation of the country’s first revenue code, and
7. the founding of what ultimately became the Bank of Thailand.

During the Second World War and during the administration of
the Pibulsongkram government, once the Japanese had invaded and
brietly occupied Thailand, even as Regent, Pridi clandestinely led the
Free Thai Movement to resist such action. In recognition of the brave
cooperation and assistance rendered by this movement, the US govern-
ment subsequently recognised Thailand as an independent country.

Pridi’s pohitical involvement took a heavy toll on his fife and
family, and as a result of the unveiling his economic plan, he was branded
as anti-monarchist and a commumst. He then left for France at the
government’s request. but came back the next year o face an inguiry
into his alleged communism. He was cleared of the charge and, shortly
after,as the new Interior Minister, he introduced a law banning
communism in the country.



e o

Then followed his permanent exile as a result of the tragic death
of King Ananda Mahidol. On the night of 8 November 1947, a group
of military leaders and civilians staged a coup and forced Pridi to flee
to Singapore. Later, on 26 February 1949 his supporters staged a
counter-coup which ended in failure, as a result he was banished from
Thailand and never returned alive.

Between 1949 and 1970, Pridi resided in China. He then lived an
ordinary life joined by his wife and daughters in suburban of Paris.
There he died peacefully on 2 May 1983 of heart failure. Nearly 40

years of his political exile, his ashes returned home 3 years after his
death on May 7, 1986.
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8. Rear Admiral Thawal Thamrongnawasawat (1901-1988)

Thawal Thamrongnawasawat, the 8th Prime Minister of Thailand,
was born on 21 November 1901 in Ayutthaya Province. He began his
early education at Thepsirin School and then joined the naval cadets.
He also continued his studies of taw and as a result of his success in the
That Bar Final Examination, he became a barrister-at-law before the-
Revolution of 1932,

He was a junior member of the navy faction which played a part
in the Revolution of 1932 and thus won quick promotion. During 1936-
1938, he was appointed as Minister of Interior and Minister of Justice
in the Pibulsongkram government. He was well-known as brilliant
speaker, as evidenced by his being given the nickname “Golden
Tongue

On 11 June 1946, he was again appointed as Justice Minister in -
the Pridi government, and after the resignation of Prime Minister Pridi

" who was strongly attacked as concealing the truth about the mysterious

death of King Ananda Mahidol, Rear Admiral Thawal was appointed
the 8th Prime Minister of Thailand on 23 August 1946.

After taking up the post, he faced various challenges as the
mystery surrounding the death of the King remained unresolved in spite
of the fact that the result of a public investigation had been published.
The economic condition deteriorated and this torced the cost of living
to rise and the people suffered. The scarcity of rice arose as a result of
excessive smuggling of this product for export. Although he tried by
every possible means to solve the problem, the situation never seemed
o improve. The opposition thus launched a fierce attack on his govern-
ment especially the corruption charge among his Cabinet members.
Prime Minister Thawal thus tendered his resignation on 28 May 1947.
But he was again appointed as Prime Minister on 30 May 1947.
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