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Education Reform

Wise Brainstorming to Help Solve the Country’s Problems
Somsak Prissnanantbaku!

Why does Thai education have to be reformed now? I believe that we
now realize what has happened to Thai society in the past 4-5 years.
Economic hardship seems to have been the cause that brought about social,
educational, environmental, and other problems. Many people in society
said education was able to solve the social crists, cited Singapore as an
example. Amid the economic collapse among the countdes in Southeast
Asia, Singapore 1s the only one that has gained a quick recovery, instead of
facing a tremendous turndown like us. One of the reasons is that, before
the cnsis, Singapore had given importance to education reform. They knew
that education was a key to solve the society’s problems, then they focused
on it. When the country was in crisis, the negative impact they recetved was
less.

Thai society should consider education as a tool to solve the
country’s problems. However, we find that our education has its own
problems, starting from the learning process. In the past, learners
were mostly directed by the government. The government solely
made a decision for what kind of human resources they wanted to
serve the society. They then passed the needs through education. For
example, the need for civil servants, students were taught to be “the
boss” or be superior when they were in the civil service system. Later,
when the world had changed, many countries misunderstood. They
needed to compete for economic power. Some innocent countries
dreamed about having economic power, they pushed themselves to
become industrialized countries. Their governments tried to supply
human resources to serve those needs through the education system
so that those graduates would work in the production sectors.

When entering the system, it is found that a student’s freedom of
thinking is destroyed. Students look at the teacher or curriculum as
authoritative centers. Teachers depend mainly on textbooks. Students are
not allowed to go beyond what the textbooks said. If they crossed the line,
they would not get the points. Students are afraid to be out of the frame for
fear of not getting the marks, despite many contrasts between what is said in
the textbooks and what happens in the real world. In addition, teachers are
not open-minded in teaching and learning. Teachers do not update
themselves. On top of everything, they value the academic success of their
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institute by the numbers of their students who could get into good schools.
The worst fault of all, in my opinion, that leads to the educational failure in
our country is that all educational power is centralized - - all curricula 1s
designed from one center only.- Teachers in remote areas are unable to pass
what they thought to the center. No outsiders are allowed to comment.
Those are the factors that cause the problems in the That education system.

Therefore, in order to bring education to be a key to solve the
country’s problems, it has to be reformed. Sixty million people should look
at and understand the problem as a unique one. The people of the country
should be supported to further their lifelong studies, in other words, to
receive education as much as possible. They should put this idea into
Clause 43 of the Constitution. The government should provide basic
education to people free of charge. This is the beginning of the true
education reform. Whoever rules the country cannot refuse this matter.
Even though the government has to spend a huge amount of money on it,
Thai people are ready because they expect the government to bring back
what they need. Another clause is the National Education Act, which has
already passed the parliamentary process and 1s waiting to be published in
the Government Gazette. This Act is considered a key to real education
reform.

Even though we have the National Education Act and the
Constitution, it does not mean we will immediately reach success.
The important things that will lead us to education reform depend
upon the involvement of all sectors in society. What the ministries
have to do is to publicize to all groups of people to become a part of
national education management. I would like to inform the Ministry
of Education, Ministry of University Affairs, as well as the Office of
National Education Commission to perform their main duty, which is
to distribute and disseminate what is in the Constitution and the
National Education Act to the public so that people will know how to
get involved in reform. The most important thing is that they should
be broad-minded enough to listen to every comment and criticism.

At present we have to accept that all of us are teachers of the country.
Everybody has nghts to transfer what 1s good to the society. It is the day
that the Ministries of Education, University Affairs, and Office of the
National Education Commission will be merged so as to reach the stages of
education reform. All three parties have to open their minds to discuss
things in details and get ready before going further. I always mention to
teachers not to think that the 13-14 strategic plans are already the successful
formula. What we have to accomplish is people’s readiness—they have to
have clear understanding. If we are not ready at this stage, I am not
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confident that education reform is going to be successful. We may have
learned some lessons of the failure, due to our un-readiness, that happened
to our society. An obvious example 1s the revolution in 1923. Therefore,
the Minustry of Education should create the understanding and readiness
among the people in society.

I give importance to education reform and [ invite relevant sectors to
be questioned concerning how much their preparation has progressed. We
have found some problems. For example, some committees were set up but
have not even called a meeting yet. Some commuittees have already started
to cooperate with other units but until now nothing has yet come up. There
1s no harmony and unity among responsible agencies. It is envisioned that
even 3 years after the National Education Act 1s effective, no success will be
accomplished. The center of education reform was established in order to
be a center for collecting ideas and checking what responsible parties have
done so far, what the problems are, and receiving comments and ideas
regarding education and economics. Above is what has been done during
the past month.

The plans that have been roughly and cooperatively set up by the
Ministry of Education, Office of National Education Commission, and the
Minustry of University Affairs are now finalized. They are being studied in
detail and are getting ready to be implemented. We expect all the systems
will be done by 1999. In 2000, a pilot project will be launched. Then
evaluation will be made so as to find out negative results to be brought for
further improvement. In 2001, we will be announcing the Act, and the law
will be later 1ssued in 2002.

‘The change of today concerns the quality and standard of education.
Why do most students want to get into Suan Kularb School, the province
kindergarten schools, and other well known schools, while some have
opened for applications 3-5 times but are ignored by students and parents?
The Ministry of Education and other two parties are trying to balance the
standardization. It is being experimented in the form of federal campuses,
which means the schools situated in the same zone will be expected to have
the same standard. For example, a student who cannot get into Suan
Kularb can go to Wat Raja. If he cannot get admitted to Wat Raja, he can
head for Wat Sungwej. The cooperative use of resources is encouraged in
order to balance the standardization. At the beginning it may not be one
hundred percent successful, but it is a good start for equalizing the standard
among schools.
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In addition, I believe that the limit of freedom by enabling students to
pass the entrance examination and to get the same answers exactly as what it

is said in the textbooks will have to be definitely developed.

It is written in the National Education Act that in the future the
Ministries of Education, University Affairs, and Office of National
Education Commission will be merged into one ministry only so as to
make a unity of educational management possible.

e Minister of Education lectured on “How Ready Is That Education
Ministry to Education Reform?” August 14, 1999 at 10.00,
organized by Thailand Press Association (copied from Matichon
dated August 15, 1999)

Quotation:

“Thai society should consider education as a tool to solve the
country’s problems. However, we find that our education has its own
problems, starting from the learning process. In the past, leamers
were mostly directed by the government. The government solely
made a decision for what kind of human resources they wanted to
serve the society. They then passed the needs through education.”

Translated by  Somjet Muangpan
Instructor
Business English Program
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Rajabbat Institute Phranakbon St
Ayutthaya
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ART

Modern art has played a role in changing traditional Thai art over the last half
century. Young artists turned completely towards the European and American arts
both in terms of academic theory and concept. Furthermore, artistic works in the
forms of mixed media, installation and performance have had so much influence
it has led to a neglect of the traditional characteristics of Thai art. Some Thai
artists have started to reveal the oriental mind and have begun to turn back to
their own cultures.

Most of the artists who graduated from academic art programmes (who | call
“insiders”) occupy important roles in the development of modern art. As a self-
taught artist, Niti Wattuya is a rare example of an “outsider” in Thailand. Having
not entered an art insitution becomes a starting point for his individual study of
art. Without a heavy emphasis on technique, Niti's interest embraced many
disciplines and sciences with a particular focus on philosophy and literature. The
result of which is a uniquely broad range of concepts that inspire his work. As well
as painting Niti spends a great deal of time writing , reading and travelling in both
Thailand and in other countires. He is what | call a “non-system artist” or an
“outsider”.

For almost 30 years, his works have been exhibited in Europe, Asia and USA. Being
one of the front-line artists from Thailand, with his unique style, focus on
progression, high self-confidence, make him an “original” in the development of
art. He neither follows in the footsteps nor imitates anyone else.

The “Golden Age” of Niti Wattuya is the reflection of the era that prioritised
intellectual creativity. It was the era in which art and culture led the evolution of
mankind, when the value of human beings could be measured through art, literature,
poetry and music. Beauty was defined as harmony between mankind and nature.

The “Golden Age” was only brief and did not allow mankind to fully feel and savour
it. This is because another era called the “Dark Age” shortly followed it. It is an era
in which art and culture are ignored. The people are greedy and selfish. They fight
eachother for glory.

Niti carefully hides the “Dark Age” in his work. He spreads a golden mist over his
paintings, hidden faintly in the shadows are the arts and culture of the past, linking
the past and present. These unobserved changes are still taking place.The
conceptual reflection between the “Golden Age” and the “Dark Age” reveals the
value of light and dark, good and evil, birth and death. Everything is ever-
changing.

How can we know the value of these changes if we are not ourselves touched ?
The “Golden Age” of Niti Waatuya is an encapsulation of time which places him
steps ahead on the long road of the arts.

Assistant Professor Nipon Taweekan
Rajabhat Institute of Phranakhon Si-Ayutthaya, Thailand
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Dr Puey Ungphakorn's famous "From womb
to tomb" article epitomised bis idealism for a
just society for all. It was first published in the
Bangkok Post on October 18, 1973

The Quality of Life of a
Southeast Asian

by Puey Ungphakorn

While in my mother's womb, | want her to have
good nutrition and access to maternal and child
welfare care.

| don't want to have as many brothers and sisters
as my parents had before me, and | do not want
my mother to have a child too soon after me.

I-don't care whether my father and mother are
formally married, but | need them to live together
in reasonable harmony.

| want good nutrition for my mother and for me in
my first two or three years when my capacity for
future mental and physical development is
determined.

| want to go to school, together with my sister, and
to learn a trade, and to have the schools impart
social values to me. If I happen to be suitable for
higher education, that opportunity should be
available.

When | leave school | want a job, a meaningful
one in which | can feel the satisfaction of making a
contribution.

| want to live in a law and order society, without
molestation. | want my country to relate effectively
and equitably to the outside world so that | can
have access to the intellectual and technical
knowledge of all mankind, as well as to capital
from overseas.

| would like my country to get a fair price for the
products that | and my fellow citizens create.

As a farmer, | would like to have my own plot of
land, with a system which gives me access to
credit, to new agricultural technology and to
markets, and a fair price for my produce.

As a worker, | would want to have some share,
some sense of participation in the factory in which
| work.

[144] swngasoim |

As a human being, | would like inexpensive
newspapers and paperback books, plus access to
radio and TV (without too much advertising).

| want to enjoy good health, and | expect the
Government to provide free preventive medical
service and cheap and readily available good
curative service.

I need some leisure time for myself, and to enjoy
my family, and want access to some green parks,
to the arts, and to traditional social or religious
festivities. | want clean air to breathe and clean
water to drink.

I would like to have the security of co-operative
mechanisms in which | join to help others do
things which they cannot do alone, and they do
the same for me.

| need the opportunity to participate in the society
around me, and to help shape the decisions of the
economic and social as well as the political
institutions that so affect my life.

| want my wife to have equal opportunity with me,
and | want both of us to have access to the
knowledge and means of family planning.

In my old age, it would be nice to have some form
of social security to which | have contributed.

When | die, if | happen to have some money left, |
would wish the Government to take some of it,
leaving an adequate amount for my widow. With
this money the Government should make it
possible for others to enjoy life too.

These are what life is all about, and what
deveopment should seek to achieve for all.
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The development of a Model Fostering the Reading Habit
of Rajabhat Institute’s students
1 NIIMAN

Wichar Suangsawang

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to develop a model fostering the reading habit of
Rajabhat Institute Phranakhon Si Ayuttaya's students, using the research and development
process. The sample group was comprised of 114 regular students. Interviewing experts and
students as well as Reading Habit [nventory were the technique and device used in this research.
Statistical analysis to test the difference between the reading habit of the control and experimental
groups was the t-test. Cooperative learning and student portfolio which were the principle
components of the model were used in reading habit assessment. The Reading Habit Inventory had
a reliability of .9155. Quast-experimentation was used to evaluate the efficiency of the model
using the non-equivalent control group, Pretest-Posttest design. The design was composed of the
control and experimental groups which 57 subjects in each. The research was conducted in the
“Reading For Life” course through out ! semester. The research finding revealed that the reading

habit of the students in the experimental group was higher than of those 1n the control group ar .03

level of signtticance.
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