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The Reform of Higher Education in China Today
‘Yang Yi

l. A Survey of Higher Education in China

Higher Education Institutions (abbreviated as HEIs thereafter) in China are classified
into two categories: Regular HEIs and Adult HEIs. In 1999, there were 1,071 regular
HEls and 871 adult HEls. The total enroliment of HEIs was 10.4780 million, among
which 7.1891 million was studying in Regular HEIs. The total enroliment for graduate
students was 0. 234 million. The average student/teacher ratio in HEIs was 13.4 :1.

Il. Main Problems Regarding the Reform of Higher Education

1. Reform College Entrance Examination

The entrance examination is used as the main methods of selecting students of junior
and common universities. Before years, the national college entrance examination which
was considered by most of the Chinese as the ladder to a bright future was only held
one time in July every year. The principle, time and seven sets examination subjects for
candidates were set and arranged in unified way by the Ministry of Education. Each
year, only a few can be singled out from all of the students who take the exam to enter
the college. Recently, a series of reform as for college entrance examination have been
implemented followings:

(1) The age limit for examination registration is extended to 25.

(2) Time-pattern of college entrance examination has also been changed in some
provinces. Experiment of spring college entrance examination was conducted in
Shanghai, Beijing and Anhui province in March 2000, inaugurating the two
examination seasons in China.

(3) Pilot areas for reform in setting of subjects for college entrance examination are
further expanded and seven sets of examination papers were used in different
regions. In most provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, the examination
style of " 3+2 " is implemented. " 3 " represents Chinese, Mathematics and Foreign
Language while " 2 " refers to History and Geography for students destining to liberal
arts and physics and Chemistry for students destining to science studies.

(4) As for admission pattern after college entrance examination, a total of 845 colleges
and universities in 21 province, municipalities and autonomous regions have
practiced on-line admission. Total number of freshman admitted via the Web is 1.117
million. Facts have proved that the new exam method would give a breathing spell to
more Chinese examinee that faces the scaring national exam.

2. Further Enlarging Recruit Scale of Higher Education
Authoritative sources from the Ministry of Education say that, in 2000, higher schools

have recruited about 4.6 million students, among which about 2.2 million students have
been recruited by common colleges and universities, which are 35% higher than that in

¥ Chinese Language Teacher, English Program, RIPA
)
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1999 and almost twice of that in 1998. The detail is showed following the <table 1>. At
the 2001 all China's Higher Education Recruit planning work conference, Zhang Bao qin,
vice director of the Ministry of Education said, China will keep the trend of enlarging
recruit scale of higher education. The state's target is 15 percent of school age people

can attend universities by 2010."

<Table 1> Enroliment Status of Higher Education (year 1990 - 1999)

( unit : million )

Classification _Enrollment _Enrollment Enroliment Enroliment

in year 1990 in year 1995 In year 1998 In year 1999
Postgraduate student 0.093 0.145 0.199 0.234
Regular HEls student 3.7290 5,476 6.231 7.1891
Adult HEls student 1.666 2.57 2.822 3.055
Total 5.488 8.191 9.252 10.4781

Why HEIs want to enlarge recruit scale in China? The most important of reasons is
currently only 10.5 percent of Chinese young people between 18 to 24 can receive
higher education, nearly 40 percent lower than the average level in developed countries.
In other words, this is a remedy measure in accord with the demands and current
situation. In addition, the reform is conducive to improving all Chinese citizen diathesis
and providing necessary talents and intelligence prepare for China's construction in the
new century.

3. Reform Management System of Higher Education.

The former higher education system was also centralized because Chinese economic
system used to be very highly centralized. The structure of education was irrational and
segmented and there are too many single disciplinary HEIs, with central departments
and local governments providing education separately. Therefore, the structural reform
of higher education has become a key for other higher education reforms. After reform
for eight years, the relationship among universities, government and society has been
gradually smoothed out by various ways such as joint establishment, adjustment,
cooperation and merger. At the same time, the government will streamline their
administration and delegate more power to the HEls, expanding their autonomy of
providing education for the society according to the laws.

Merge is the most remarkable reform in structural reform. Through way of merging, a
series of universities with comprehensive, multi - specialties featuring liberal arts,
science and technology, agriculture and medicine and so on, have come into being. For
example, China's prestigious Beijing University and the Beijing Medical University
officially merged in 2000. And in 1998, Zhejiang University had completed a merger to
four school in Hangzhou, and new Zhejiang University, have 10,000 faculty staff, more
than 30,000 students, is one of the largest school of higher learning in the country.
Reportedly, Since the reform in higher education was carried out in 1992, 556
institutions of higher leaming have been merged into 232, a cut of 324. 53 common
universities and institutes under the administration of various ministries of the state
council were merged into 20.? Actually, After the merging most universities with their
resources shared and making up the inferior with those of the superior have achieved
considerable progress and improvement in the teaching, quality of education, efficiency

™ Yang Dong-Pin, "Higher Education in China", <China Education> No.1.JAN. 2000.
@ yu Xiu-Lang, "China to Further Enlarge Recruit Scale of Higher Education”, <China Reform>No.1.JAN. 2000
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of running schools and enhancement of overall strength , thus up onto a road for smooth
development.

4. Entering a Substantial Key Stage for Teaching Reform

1) Implement objectives of project 211

In 1994, SEC launched the " Reform plan of teaching Contents and Curriculum of
Higher Education Facing the 21 Century", formally ratifying the establishment of 211 big
project and nearly a thousand sub - projects with tens of thousands teachers
participating. This plan covers all areas of teaching such as teaching ideology, teaching
contents, curriculum structure and teaching methodology. An advisor group for the
reform of teaching contents and curriculum consisting of domestic famous experts from
all disciplines has been set up. The group is responsible for guiding teaching reform. By
now, the whole plan and aim is being realized.

Yunnan University, my old school, was only one HEI that has been accepted into
project 211 in Yunnan Province. It is envisaged that after several years' efforts, Yunnan
University will have greatly improved to quality of education, scientific research,
management and institutional efficiency. In addition, as a result of such efforts, school
will set up national standards in overall quality, with some of the key disciplinary areas
approaching or reaching the advanced international standards. At the same time, school
will play a key and exemplary role to the national and Yunnan Province's social and
economic progress.

2) Exploration of new talents training models

By theories of education science, cultural quality of university students doesn't only
include cultural quality, it must be a organic combination making of moral and ideological
quality, cultural quality, professional quality and physical and psychological quality. So,
After 3 - year of pilot, in 1998, Ministry of Education decided to establish 32 training
bases for the enhancement of cultural education of University students. The bases
attracted lots of outstanding high school graduates, and the concerning HEIls took
various measures such as identifying the compulsory reading list, strengthening
classroom teaching, offering lectures and organizing all kinds of cultural activities, to
promote the teaching methods. Facts have proved that the establishment and reform of
bases %:;lined common approval and appreciation from higher education sector and
society.

3) Establishing high-tech enterprises

In recently years, taking full advantage of their talents, knowledge, science and
technology, HEIs have taken part in the construction of science park, establish high-tech
enterprises run by HEls, and combine industry, teaching and research together to turn
the scientific and research fruits into real productivity and spread them to the whole
society. For example, the Bei Da Fang Zheng run by Peking University and Yun Da 120
run by Yunnan University have made the integration of industry, teaching and research
into reality.

® Lin Xin, "New Talents Training Modeis", <China Youth>No.2.JAN. 2001
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lll. Thinking Deeply Regarding the Reform of Higher Education

1. About Cheating in College Entrance Examination

There are three major cases of cheating in college entrance examination disclosed
by media last year. It make us aware of the fact that it is necessary to maintain
educational fairness and accelerate construction and innovation of educational system
because if justice of educational system and policies were not ensured, right of receiving
education of most people without power would be impaired. This will damage not only
development of education itself but also social justice. Thus some experts suggest that
special law be formulated or clearer and more severe provisions be added in related
laws for such a serious nationwide examination as college entrance examination.

2. About Strong Social Repercussion to Increase Tuition

Though more young people get access to colleges and universities thanks to
enlarging recruit scale, uninterrupted tuition increase once again triggered strong social
repercussion. For example, the tuition fee is increased from 3,000 yuan in 1999 to 4,500
yuan in 2000. increasing by an average of 1,500 yuan, Such an expensive tuition means
a heavy burden for not only poor families but also average families. | think that higher
education, as a quasi-public, benefits both individuals and society. The cost of higher
education has to be shared by both government and individuals. However, it needs
detailed studies to determine proper proportion of tuition of higher education paid by
individuals.

In 2000, in order to help poor students complete their college study, the study-aid
loan discounted by government has been implemented all over China, which features no
guarantee, simplified procedures and lowered threshold, and allows payback of principal
and interest within four years after graduation. Therefore, many college 'students
appreciated the loan. Certainly, banks worry that there are some risks for taking back the
loan because of absence of a nationwide of credit system.

3. About People's Worry to the Decline of Higher Educational Quality

Keeping the trend of enlarging recruit of higher education since 1998, as a
inevitable result, overcrowd classrooms and library, a shortage of educational facilities
have appeared in HEls, and actually devalued higher education. So, though many
candidates and their parents thank to admission expansion, many people worried to the
decline of higher educational quality. | think this is a transient phenomenon. Since the
central government had canceled limitation for cross-border school-running by colleges
and universities, HEIs have taken effective measures such as establishing “University
Town" to improve their work. Take a comprehensive view of the new higher education
system, though the new system is not perfect, it's much better than old one. So |
optimize about the reform of higher education in China at present.
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The Higher Education in Korea
- Direction of development of higher education for future

*Son, In-Sik

Over the past four decades, Korean education has experienced extraordinary growth
and served as the prime force of national progress. Korean higher education also has
been developed continuously through various stages with the history of education
development.

Recently, the main goal of university and higher education institute is concentrated on
the diversification, specialization, differentiation and internationalization.

This article will show the system and the general status of higher education and the
direction of development for future education will be suggested through checking the
present problem in education system.

The system and status of higher education in Korea

The system of higher education

All higher educational institutes are under the supervision of Minister of Education
to enhance the quality of life through the higher education and lifelong education. So,
higher education of Korea has established humanization, refinement, information,
human welfare and open minds as its ultimate goals.

And, various efforts are being made to raise a self-reliant individual equipped with
a distinct sense of independence, a creative individual with a sense of originality, and an
ethical individual with some sound morality and democratic ideology.

Higher education in Korea is based on the humanism education and professional
education. The institutes of higher education are classified into four categories such as
followings; colleges and university, junior college, university of education and
miscellaneous schools.

1) Colleges and universities

There are 158 four-year colleges and universities that offer programs leading to
bachelor's degrees. Colleges and universities offer four years undergraduate programs
except medical and dental which are six years. And they may have graduate schools
that are classified into three types in accordance with their functions and goals;
professional graduate schools, general graduate schools, open graduate school.

Higher education aims at teaching and studying fundamental academic theories
and their various applications as necessary for the progress of the society and global
community, thus fostering personalities capable of leadership.

2) Junior college

Junior colieges are the post-secondary programs that take two or three years until
graduate and the direct growth of the increasing demand for technical manpower
attendant to rapid industrialization. The purpose of junior education is to produce middle

* Korean Language Teacher, English Program, RIPA
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level technicians equipped with a solid base of theories and skills in combination. Their
specialized courses are grouped into technical, agricultural, nursing, fishery, sanitation,
commercial and business, home economics, arts and athletics, and so forth.

There are 161 vocational junior colleges. Recently, the most popular fields are
exchanged from the basic technology sections such as engineering, technologies,
nursing to the high technology sections such as information fields related computer &
internet cyber that to be needed more detail skill and professional knowledge. But the
former sections are still popular departments.

3) University of education

There are eleven universities of education that are nationally funded and train
primary school teachers in Korea. The most of universities of education are located in
provinces. Graduates receive a bachelor's degree and certification to teach in primary
schools. Students receive a registration and tuition fees exemption from the government.
They are obliged, upon graduation, to teach for at least four years in primary schools.

4) Miscellaneous schools
The number of international students attending higher educational institutes of
Korean has increased steadily in recent. Also, the remaining students among these
international students attend graduate schools. According to 1999 records, there are four
miscellaneous schools that included three undergraduate courses and one junior college
school and the total number of students who studying in higher education institute are
reached about 6,000.

Except mentioned above, the number of another higher education institutes in
Korea are about 20 institutes that included one air & correspondence university and
nineteen industrial universities.

2. The status of higher education

Remarkable economic progress and the subsequent drastic change in politics,
society and new-culture brought about a quantitative expansion included the increase of
the student population, educational facilities, the growth in the number of teachers in
education of the Korea government. In terms of quantitative growth, Korean education
ranks among the most advanced countries.

This is largely because of the strong enthusiasm of Korean people toward
education. Being a nation with few natural resources, Korea owes its national
development to its abundant educated labor force. In this respect, education is one of
the prime movers of Korea's national development.

<Table 1> General status of higher education, 1999

. . Number of Classes &

Classification sehaols Department Students Teachers
College & University 158(19) 8,854 1,587,667 41,226
Junior college 161 4 464 859,547 11,381
University of education 11 14 21,323 708
Air & Correspondence University 1 18 316,365 109
Industrial university 19 908 158,444 2,252
Miscellaneous school 3 72 4317 36
(under graduate course)
Miscellaneous school
(Junior college school) 1 19 1,803 6
Total 354 14,349 2,949 472 55,718
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<Table 1> indicates the general status of higher education in Korea, 1999. The
‘number of higher education institutes reached about 354.

The present problem and direction of development

1. The present problem of higher education

The trial for future education has been contributed to reduce excessive competition
in the college entrance examination and to maintain the principle and the main goal of
original higher education. But, many old customs of education such as the cramming
system and grinding class method are kept alive and running.

And, Ministry of Education selected each section of specialization all over the
university in Korea and budget has been provided to enhance the power of international
competition. But, it is also has been degraded from its main objective and there is a little
effect compared with the budget provided by government.

2. The direction of development

It says that education of a country must be formulated with a long-range planed
forward more than 100 years. Therefore, the system of education must be carried out on
the basis of a long-range policy and run step by step according to the following steps:

1) Now, main aims of higher education are to complete an associate society
member and to cultivate abilities that are responsible for the future of the
country. So, each education institute authority must carry out human education
and professional education at the same time.

2) A lot of new-students selection process has to be committed by each higher
education authorities. This is the best way to enhance peculiar characters that
each education institutes already have.

3) Cramming education will bring more harm than good. So, this system has to be
changed into the new system to take advantage of potential talents.

4) To carry out the above requires professional education coordinator with wide
knowledge about education administration and preparations to receive a change
through the reeducation system and the job training from each education
institutes to the Ministry of Education.

Conclusion and Suggestion

Korean education has experienced an extraordinary growth in both quality and
quantity with the development of politics, economics, society and culture. But, the
imbalance between demand and supply has led to new social problems, and created a
hard struggle for existence to new-society members who graduate from all higher
education institutes.

So, to lead the change of the lower education system to be changed the variety
structure of education contents and to be preceded the improvement of all education
system. And, it is better to change the system from top to bottom than from bottom to top
education institutes. Therefore, the main principle of higher education should be kept to
compete with the students that are study in advanced nations.
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Now, we are living in the globalization, so we have to turn our eyes to the world
more closely than before. Mentioned above, competitive targets are another country
friends better than our close friends.

As time goes by, international society will become more a competitive one. So, to
survive in that hard situation, each education institutes and students have to do their
best under the given conditions and accept the maximum of a present state of things
and try do their best to change.

Specially, each university and education institute authorities as providers of
education have to solve an urgent problem through trial and self-consciousness of
students as consumers in education. That is, each university or education institute
authorities, teachers or professors and students have to form a trinity to solve the
several problems that they meet now.

As mentioned, the role of a provider of education is more important anything else.
And, to prepare education system for future, they have to do the following step:

1) All education institute authorities carry out integration and decentralization at the
same time to prepare the ability to rapidly resolve a hard problem when they
meet one.

2) Unification and computerization in education administration has to be preceded
and that will proceed to help make the mentioned system.

3) Departments and schools have to be unified to create the effect of synergy
through the consideration with the special characters of each other.

4) All education institute authorities have to establish a new international
cooperation department and reinforce the existing departments to enhance new
relationships with universities another countries.
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ROLE CARD B

You meet a friend in the street.

Ask how he/she is and agree

to have some soft drinks.
(Ladousse, 1987 : 70-71)
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Houses of the ethnic Bai people




Where did the Thai People Come From?
. A View of One Who Come From Dali Where the Nanzhao-Dali Kingdoms Had Set Up

Yang Yi

Where did the forefathers of Thai
people come from? When | asked
my Thai students, they usually
answered to me “Our school
textbooks have told us that our
ancestors had their roots in Altai
Mountains. They were forced to
migrate to the south because they
had been repeatedly subjected to
the oppression of the Han People”.

| read the books that were written
by Thai scholars in English, they
usually introduced that before the
Sukhothai Dynasty, Thai People
established the Nanzhao kingdom.
Then in the middle of the 13"
century, when Kublai Khan led a
mighty cavalry force into Yunnan
and occupied Dali, a great number
of Thai People were forced to
migrate again to settie down at the
present-day Thailand.

| wonder to the views. | am a Bai
people from Dali where the
Nanzhao and Dali kingdoms had set
up. | know clearly about my
nationalistic history, | firmly believe
that theories mentioned above
aren't true.

The Nanzhao and Dali Kingdoms
Culture and the Sukhothai Culture
Are Two Distinct Cultures As
Different As Chalk From Cheese.

The Nanzhao and Dali kingdoms
left many important cultural relics;
for example, Nanzhao Civilization
Memorial Tablet, the Three Pagodas
and other relics, the Pictorial
Nanzhao History, the Dali Kingdom'’s
Transcribed Buddhist Sutra and the

Pictorial Scroll by Zhang Shengwen
of the Dali Kingdom, etc. They are
famous in the world as Phor-khun

Ramkamhaeng ancient stone tablet
in Thailand. Now, compare and
study are as follows with above-
mentioned the substantial objects
themselves.

1.Spoken and Written Language

Above-mentioned cultural relics
have a lot of written language, but all
are in Chinese, not in Thai
language. In addition, Fan Chuo in
the Tang Dynasty wrote the book
Savage Tribes. It amassed the most
numerous of the Nanzhao language,
and they are either identical or
similar to those in the present
language of the Bai and Yi people.
It is worth notice, in the Nanzhao
Language, there were terms like *
Meng she zhao “, “ Deng dian
zhao“,etc. Which would have to be
written as “ Zhao Meng she “, “ Zhao
Deng dian “ , if we tried to write
them according to the Thai
language’s word order of putting the
modified before the modifier.
Obviously, there is a very marked
difference  between the two
languages.

The most ancient handwriting of
the Thai's written language appears
on the memorial tablet erected by
the Sukhothai kingdom's King Phor-
Khun Ramkamhaeng in 1292. It has
been shape and utterly different
from the Chinese written language.
| think that the Nanzhao kingdom
was from the middle of the 7"
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century to A.D. 902. The Dali
kingdom was from A.D. 937 to 1253.
The Sukhothai Dynasty was from
A.D. 1257 to 1436. There was only
a short period of time between the
Nanzhao-Dali kingdoms and the

Sukhothai kingdom. If the Sukhothai
Dynasty had really been established
as a result of the mass migration of
the Thai people caused by Kublai
Khan's conquest of the Dali kingdom
in the middle of the 13™ century.
Why Thai language was commonly
used instead of Chinese in the reign
of the Sukhothai Dynasty? As
everyone knows, the spoken and
written language of a people usually
undergoes a period of several
hundred years before it gradually
takes a definite shape. It is
evidence that the  Siamese
Language came into so long before
the 13™ century and wasn’t same as
written language of the Nanzhao
and Dali kingdoms.

2.Religious Beliefs and Pagoda

The Nanzhao kingdom was a multi-
national state in the realm under its
jurisdiction. ) Apart from Bai and Yi
race who made up the main body of
the people, under their domination
there were other races and tribes
such as Dai, Hani, Naxi, Lisu.
Achang,etc. The Nanzhao royal
court was of the Wuman people
while civil officials and military
officers were of the Baiman people.
At the boundaries of the Nanzhao
kingdom, inhabitants believed in
various religions, including
Shamanism, Taoism, Buddhism,
and the worshipping of Vvillage
bodhisats and land bodhisats.
Zhang Shengwen’s pictorial scroll,
as the most important material for
the study of Buddhism in the

{108 ] swinnsvim |

Nanzhao-Dali kingdoms, indicated
the Buddhism prevalent was
Shingon sect of the Mahayan during
the Nanzhao-Dali period. However,
the Thai people in Thailand believe
in Hinayana from ancient times to
modern times, which is different
from  Mahayana. The relics
unearthed in the Dali and its
surrounding areas belong to the
cultural relics of the Shingon sect.

In addition, <picture 1 > is three
pagodas of Dali, it situated at
northwest of Dali city, built in the
Tang Dynasty (A.D.836), it can
boast history of over 1100 years.
The Qianxun Pagoda as one of
three Dali Pagodas, is similar to the
Xiaoyan Pagoda in Xian built in
Tang Dynasty; the two lesser
pagodas, as north and south of it are
similar to the pagoda of the Yunyan
temple of Suzhou. These pagodas
are entirely different from the
Buddhist pagodas in Thailand. The
famous Nakhon Pathom's great
golden pagoda was the oldest
Buddhist pagoda in Thailand, and
was built more than 2000 years ago.
It is similar to the pagoda in India but
entirely different from the Buddhist
pagoda in the Nanzhao-Dali
kingdoms.

3.Customs and Habits

In the boundaries of the Nanzhao
kingdom, there are a number of
entirely difference and outstanding
characteristics in the customs and
habits of the Wuman and Baiman
people.

Firstly, the system of joining the
father's name with the son’s name
by taking the last character of the
father's name as the first character
of the son’s name was a unique



1.

S

custom among the Nanzhao Baiman
and Woman people. The following
is a complete system of joining the
father's name with the son’s name
regarding to the Nanzhao royal
court.

Xi Nu Luo — Luo Sheng - Sheng
Luo Pi — PiLuo Ge — Ge Luo Feng
— Feng Jia Yi - Yi Mou Xun - Xun
Ge Quan - Quan Long Sheng -

Feng You — ShilLong - Long Shun
— Shun Hua Zhen.

Secondly, a high chignon is one of
the most characteristic apparel and
personal adornments in  the
Nanzhao kingdom. In the Pictorial
Scroll by Zhang Shengwen, Xi Nu

< Picture 1>: Three Pagodas of Buddhist pagoda, situated at northwest of Dali, built in
the Nanzhao Kingdom period (A.D.836).

Luo, the founder of the Nan Zhao
kingdom, and his son, both did wear
their hair in a high chignon.

Thirdly, the Nanzhao people like to
wear felt cloaks, which they wouldn'’t
take off no matter whether it is
raining or shining, hot or cold. Now,
the males of the Yi nationality in
Yunnan always wear felt cloaks
everyday.

Above-mentioned customs are the
Nanzhao cultural features, but they
have no connection with the Thai
people and have direct cognate
relationship with the Yi nationality
now. To sum up, there is a
categorical difference between the
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culture of the Nanzhao-Dali
kingdoms and the Sukhothai culture.
The culture of the Nanzhao-Dali
kingdoms have very pronounced
local national colors, some. reflected
the culture of the Bai people and
some reflected the cuiture of the Yi
people. Likewise, Indian, Khmer
and Ceylonese cultures had a very
profound influence on the Sukhothai
culture. At the same time, the
Sukhothai culture has its own
distinctive national characteristics.
This is fully reflected in the palaces,
Buddhist pagodas sculpture, mural
paintings, literature, dance and other
aspects of the Sukhothai Dynasty
and Ayutthaya Dynasty. Therefore,
we may draw the conclusion here
that, the Nanzhao-Dali kingdoms
and the Sukhothai culture both
evolved gradually through a long
historical process lasted for several

hundred years, perhaps even more
than a thousand years; and both
cultures are two distinct cultures as
different as chalk from cheese.

| think that if the Thai people whom
forced to migrate south from the
Nanzhao-Dali kingdoms established
the Sukhothai Dynasty. Why was the
SuKhothai kingdom’s culture
completely different from the
Nanzhao Dali kingdoms’ culture? In
actual fact, after the conquest of Dali
by Kublai Khan, the local people
with their own Dali culture could
never have migrated immediately
south to the northern part of
Thailand to establish a Sukhothai
kingdom that had a completely
distinct culture of their own

Where did the Thai Race Really
Originate?

In my opinion, the place of origin of
the Thai race is in the gorges and
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plains of the northern part of the
Indochina Peninsula and the
southern part of Yunnan. About two
thousand years ago, the forefathers
of the Thai race---the ancient Shan
people had lived and muiltiplied in
the region, the areas geophysical
form an integral part of the earth’s
surface, was not under the
jurisdiction of any country. It was not
until the Eastern Han Dynasty of
China, there were loose tribal unions
in the region. In the long course of
the history, different parts of this
region have successively fallen
under the jurisdiction of China,
Burma, Thailand and Laos
respectively and become part of
these countries. As a result of
historical evolution, the Shan — Thai
ethnic group of this region has
gradually evolved into the Thai race
of Thailand, the Lao race of Laos,
the Thai race of northwest Vietnam,
the Dai race of Yunnan and the

Shan race of the Shan States of
Burma. Reasons are as follows:

1. Shanxi province published in
1987 a book entitled Rock Paintings
of Altai Mountains in China. The
book introduced a long “corridor” of
ancient rock paintings at the foot of
the Altai Mountains. This corridor
extends more than 1,000 Kilometers
in length and more than 40 rock-
painting sites have been thoroughly
examined with more than 10,000
rock paintings found the contents.
And styles of the Altai rock paintings
are diversified and colorful, it vividly
reflect from different angles the
grassland- cultural styles and
features of the nomadic clans and
tribes who inhabited the Altai
Mountain region in ancient times.
However, as it is well known the



Thai and Dai races have long been
living in tropical and sub — tropical
river valleys and plains, they are
settled dwellers with farming as their
main mode of production. Judging
from all these, the homeland of the
Thai people could never be the Altai
Mountains. @

2. In Chinese history book entitled
Records of the Historian recorded
that the ancestors of the Dai people
were referred to as Dian Yue in the
Han Dynasty. Golden Teeth or Silver
Teeth in the Sui and Tang
Dynasties; BaiYi in the Song, Yuan
and Qing Dynasties. According to
the Brief Record of Yunnan Written
by Li Jing of the Yuan Dynasty, “of
the tribes in the Southwest, Bai Yi is
the dominant one, since it spreads
to Tibet in the North and Cochin-
China in the South, with basically
similar customs.” It shows that the
Dai people remained settled in the
South and Southwest of Yunnan.
Judging by relevant records dating

from Yuan Dynasty to Ming Dynasty,
the Dai Region remained
predominantly under the rule of the
“chieftains”. The “Chieftains” of Dai
Region were hereditary officials
appointed by the Yuan and Ming
Court. The Yunnan provincial
government exacted taxes, set up
courier stations and stationed army
in the Dai Region.

<Picture 2 > is Dai people who live
in the west and southwest of
Yunnan today. | think the Dai people
in the west and southwest of
Yunnan was the only race closely
related to the Thai in Thailand and
whose language belonged to the
same language family as the Thai
race. If a lot of Thai people were
forced to migrate to the South, the
Dai people who now live in the west
and southwest of Yunnan naturally
should fall into the category of
people taking part in the “ Mass
migration to the South”. But the
answer is in the negative.

2. <Picture 2>: Today Dai people who live in the west and southwest of Yunnan look like

Thai people in Thailand.



3. In the history of the Eastern Han
Dynasty chronicles, It is recorded
that in 97, 120 and 131 A.D., Shan
kingdom emissaries missions to
Loyang, the capital of the Eastern
Han Dynasty. They presented to the
cout music band and some
magicians and the court gave them
friendly receptions. Noteworthy is
the fact that the first and second
mission come from a territory
beyond Yong Chang and the third
mission come from the middle part
of Vietnam now. ® This shows
about two thousand years ago, the
Shan, as the ancestors of the Thai
and Dai peoples, had already lived
in the wide area of the present — day
northern and southwestern of
Yunnan.

4. In Chinese historical materials,
the Sukhothai Kingdom called Xian
Guo (the ancient Siam), and had
rather close political and cultural
relation in the Yunnan Dynasty.
Famous King Ram Khamhaeng of
the Sukhothai Kingdom, made
tributes of tigers and elephants, etc.
to the Court, and Yuan Court also
bestowed on the king “saddles and
bridles, white horse and gold-
filigreed dress” and bestowed on the
“ hereditary prince” “Tiger Tally”. |
think that if had had any direct or
frontal confrontations, the people of
the Sukhothai kingdom and Yuan
Dynasty have never any contact.

5. In recent years at Thailand, a
large quantity of valuable historical
relics have been unearthed, which
demonstrate that the Thai People
have a long history, and created
their brilliant ancient culture with its
own distinct national traits. | firmly
believe that the day when the
brilliant ancient culture of the Thai
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people buried in the depth of the
earth has come to light, an
irrefutable conclusion can be drawn
that the Thai people are the natives
of Thailand!

Conclusion
This article has come to the
following main conclusions:

1. The forefathers of Thai race - the
ancient Shan people hadn't lived in
the Altai Mountains but in the gorges
and plains of the northern part of the
Indochina Peninsula and the
Southern part of Yunnan.

2, The Nanzhao kingdom was a
state not founded by the Thai
people, but a local separatist regime
founded by the ancestors of the Yi
and Bai nationalities in the Tang
Dynasty.

3. The Thai people are the natives
of Thailand and have a long history.
They did not in any sense migration
south in mass to Thailand after
Kublai Khan's conquest of the Dali
Kingdom.

<< Notes >>

(1) Detailed records have Du You's
Encyclopedia. Fan chuo’s Book of
Savage Tribes. Liu xu’s Old History
of the Tang Dynasty. Ouyan xiu et
al's New History of the Tang Dynasty.
Sima guang’s History as a Mirror and
SO on.

(2) Rock Painting of Altai Mountains
in  China. Shanxi People's Art
Publishing House. July 1987,pp. 17.

(3) History of the Eastern Han
Dynasty, Vol.4: Chronicles of the
Reign of Emperor Huo Di, Vol.5:



Chronicles of the Reign of Emperor
An Di, Vol.86: History of the
Southwest Tribe of Ai lao.

(4) History of the Yuan Dynasty, Vol
A7: Chronicles of the Reign of
Emperor Shizu. , Vol .20: Chronicles
of the Reign of Emperor Chengzu,
Vol .210: History of Xian Guo (Siam).
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.. 2541 .. 2542
wWnlang (Fukuoka) 2 1
Tonm (Osaka) 3 2
In (Taipai) 5 2
Tonfien (Tokyo) 1 4
falUd (Singapore) 4 5
WweNa (§3 WU (Bandar Seri Begawan) - 6
%A (Georgetown) 6 7
Maamups (Kuala Lumpur) 9 8
#0904 (Hong Kong) 7 9
\denld (Shanghai) 13 9
\@enlva (Chiang Mai) 20 11
tige (Kaohsiung) 14 11
NFUNNHIUAT (Bangkok) 26 13
nyloa (Seoul) 14 13
A% (Kuching) 1 15
Uonu (Pusan) 14 15

'flm - Asia‘s best cities 1999, Asia‘s best cities 1998, Asiaweek.

(Asiaweek, December 17, 1999 vol. 25 no. 50)
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